
Front News 

 

US Pacific Command: China militarizing West Philippine 

Sea 
By: Yashika F. Torib, Manila Bureau Senior Correspondent 

 

 

China continues to assert its claim to the widely disputed West Philippine Sea as it increases 

military activities at the said island. 

 

In a recent information released by the United States Department of Defense, US Pacific 

Command commander Adm. Harry Harris Jr. revealed that China is transforming the West 

Philippine sea into a military zone by installing radars and deployment of surface to air missiles.  

 

The report, which was based on a news conference held at the Pentagon, disclosed that Beijing’s 

most recent move constricts the freedom of international navigation and overflights at the 

disputed island. 

 

“I am of the opinion that they are militarizing the South China Sea. And when they add their 

advanced fighters to Woody Island, when they put their advanced missile systems on the 

Paracels, and when they build three 10,000-foot runways in the Spratlys, on the basis that 

they’ve reclaimed, when they do all of that, they’re changing the operational landscape in the 

South China Sea,” Harris said, adding that China’s move has already reclaimed almost 3,000 

acres at the island. 

 

The United States and its allies, meanwhile, negate China’s declared sovereignty in the South 

China Sea by increasing sea patrols that sail closer into the islets and reefs.  

 

Harris furthered that ship formations composed of destroyers, cruises, littoral-combat ships and a 

carrier strike group has always been in the West Philippine Sea. 

 

Defense Secretary Voltaire T. Gazmin announced early last year how China is already practicing 

the imposition of an air zone in the West Philippine Sea by challenging Philippine patrols from 

the government and commercial civilian aircrafts.  

 

Sen. John McCain, chairman of the US Senate Armed Services Committee, echoed these 

sentiments and said China is acting “more like a bully”. He noted how the country has never 

listened to calls for it to cease its “reclamation, construction and militarization” in the South 

China Sea. 

 

“After more than a year of this rhetoric, China’s reclamation, infrastructure construction, and 

militarization have all continued,” he said.  

 

In a recent statement by Taiwan, it has claimed that China has deployed a surface-to-air missile 

in West Philippine Sea.  



 

Satellite images taken last February 14 shows to batteries of eight missile launchers and a radar 

system on Woody and Yongxing Island in the Paracels. The presence of said arms are believed 

to significantly increase the tensions at the disputed islands.  

 

This was denied, however, by China’s foreign minister, saying that it is a mere invention of the 

western media.  

 

Foreign Minister Wang Yi said that such arms are necessary for self-defense of Chinese 

personnel inhabiting the area and it is “consistent with the right for self-preservation and self-

protection under the international law.” 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

“Give SC time to resolve Grace Poe case” – Cong. Romulo 
By: Yashika F. Torib 

 
Amid calls for the Supreme Court (SC) to treat Sen. Grace Poe’s presidential disqualification 

case with a sense of urgency, Pasig City Representative Roman Romulo appealed to the 

Congress to grant SC enough time to resolve the said case against the presidential aspirant.  

 

The appeal was made following the petition of Speaker Feliciano Belmonte Jr. and Senate 

President Franklin Drilon for the high court to treat the cases with some sense of urgency. 

 

“The justices keep themselves abreast with the times and will rule on the issue at a time of their 

choosing. Let us give them the democratic space befitting a separate and independent branch of 

government. Let us trust them to make the right and best decision for our country and people,” 

Cong. Romulo said. 

 

“(They) will have to weigh the consequences of denying the electorate the right to vote into 

office the leading candidate in the presidential race,” he furthered. 

 

Belmonte and Drilon expressed disappointment over the way the SC is treating the issue of Poe’s 

disqualification with the former noting the possible chaos that a delayed decision may create. 

 

Meanwhile, Sen. Francis “Chiz” Escudero, running mate of Poe, believed that ratings will surge 

for the latter once the higher curt gives a satisfactory decision on the disqualification cases filed 

against her.  

 

Escudero remains optimistic that Poe will rebound particularly in major exit polls. 

 

She was a frontrunner in the presidential surveys before the Commission on Elections 

(COMELEC) ruled to disqualify her bid after it decided she is not a natural-born Filipino citizen 

and is short of the 10-year residency requirement for running in the national elections. 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 



 

Filipina beauty equates with nation-building 
By Gina Villanueva, Associate Editor 

 

The year 2016 marks another milestone as Binibining Pilipinas Beauty Pageant celebrates 52 

years of beauty and nation-building. 

 

Binibining Pilipinas (Miss Philippines) Charities Incorporated (BPCI) has produced three Miss 

Universe winners (Gloria Diaz, 1969; Margarita Moran, 1973; and Pia Wurtzback, 2015), four 

Miss International winners (Aurora Pijuan, 1970; Melanie Marquez, 1979;  Lara Quigaman, 

2005; and Bea Santiago, 2013), one Miss Tourism International (Macau version) which the 

Philippines had won by Binibining Pilipinas Universe 1995 (Joanne Santos, 1997), one Miss 

Tourism International (Michelle Cuevas Reyes, 2001), one Queen of Tourism International 

winner (Noela Mae Evangelista, 2003), one Miss Supranational winner (Mutya Johanna Datul, 

2013), and one Miss Globe winner (Ann Colis, 2015). 

 

The first Miss International crown for the Philippines, won by Gemma Cruz in 1964, is a product 

of the Miss Philippines pageant, the predecessor of the Binibining Pilipinas pageant. 

 

Although BPCI had acquired the local franchise of the Miss World Pageant in 1992, the first 

crown was won by Megan Young in 2013, which is a product of its successor, Miss world 

Philipppines. 

 

The Philippines has yet to win a Miss Intercontinental and a Miss Grand International crown. 

 

Nation-building 
The annual Binibining Pilipinas Beauty Pageant is a project of BPCI, a non-stock, non-profit 

organization.  BPCI's primary instrument is the beauty pageant even as  it pursues its mission of 

spreading peace and love across the nation. 

 

It was envisioned as a prestigious fund-raising activity for projects benefiting orphans, indigent 

families, and other less fortunate sectors of society. 

 

Apart from producing the country's best beauties as representatives in various international 

competitions, BPCI has been a key partner in nation-building for over four decades, providing 

skills training, educational workshops, mission work, and other relevant services for the 

marginalized. 

 

As a charitable organization, it donates all its earnings to a string of orphanages in Metro Manila 

in coordination with the Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) in times of 

calamity, including the Mt. Pinatubo eruption in central Luzon in 1991, with the past and current 

title holders who got their hands dirty by their pro-active involvement in the relief operations. It 

has also contributed to the global effort of aiding tsunami victims during the 2005 MTV Asia 

Aid Event at the Smart Araneta Center. 

 



Other endeavors were the assistance provided to the children's welfare programs of the Barangay 

Soccoro  Day Care Center, and the Philippine General Hospital Pediatric Cancer Center Unit, 

Habitat for Humanity, relief and inspiration to wounded soldiers at the AFP Medical Center, 

Operation Smile, CRIBS, Gawad Kalinga, the Quezon City Government, and the Departments of 

Health and Tourism. 

 

BPCI has become an institution in its role as uplifter, symbol of hope, lighthouse -- for the less 

fortunate Filipinos, through the support from corporate sponsorships, and private donors. 

 Its relevance lies in more than just the quest for the True Filipina Beauty, but is also the portal to 

many opportunities of making a difference in the world, through its myriad humanitarian 

projects.  

 

A national beauty pageant of the Philippines, BPCI has been responsible for selecting the 

representatives of the country for two of the Big Four international beauty pageants, including 

Miss Universe and Miss International, and other international pageants such as Miss 

Intercontinental, Miss Supranational, Miss Grand Internationation, and Miss Globe. 

 

Beginnings 
BPCI was founded in 1964 by Madame Stella Marquez de Araneta, a former Miss Colombia, 

who became Miss Universe finalist, and the winner of the first Miss International beauty pageant 

in 1960. She married Jorge Araneta, a Filipino businessman/millionaire. 

 

She has reportedly stepped down as chairperson, on January 2015, for being blamed on choosing 

Miss Colombia over Miss Philippines (presumably, over the evening gown of Miss Philippines 

designed by a Colombian, criticized by most) during the Miss Universe Pageant held in Doral, 

Florida. 

 

Araneta was quoted as saying, "There are no Filipino designers good enough to design gowns 

worthy of an international pageant." 

 

Her remark elicited viral countless criticism. 

 

She is currently the Charge d'Affairs of the Honorary Consulate of Colombia to the Philippines 

in Manila.  

 

Jinkee Pacquiao, wife of professional boxer champ, Manny Pacquiao, allegedly wanted to take 

over the chairpersonship of BCPI, as she was one of the judges during the Florida pageant. 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

News at a Glance 

 

Lowering of senior citizen to 56 sought 



A party-list congressman is asking Congress to lower the senior citizen age from 60 years to 56 

years. Currently, senior citizens get 20% discount on hotel lodging, medicines, transportation, 

moviehouses, restaurants, concerts, and other senior citizens services. 

  

  

42 terrorists killed in Lanao del Sur 
 ZAMBOANGA CITY -– Forty-five people, including 42 terrorists, were killed while 11 others 

were wounded as the government forces overran the enemy stronghold in Lanao del Sur, a 

military official revealed Friday. Maj. Felimon Tan, Jr., Western Mindanao Command 

(Westmincom) information officer, said the troops have captured the stronghold of the terrorists 

before sunset Thursday in the municipality of Butig, Lanao del Sur. Tan disclosed three of the 45 

people killed were soldiers as well as all of the 11 wounded. Tan did not release the names of the 

slain and wounded soldiers except to say they belong to the Army’s 103rd Infantry Brigade. He 

said they received intelligence reports "from the ground" that the ISIS-inspired terrorists suffered 

42 fighters killed. He said the troops have recovered high-powered firearms that included: two 

Rocket-Propelled Grenade.(Bulletin) 

  

  

Ex Makati Mayor Junjun Binay post bail 
 Suspended Makati mayor Jejomar Erwin "Junjun" Binay posted bail amounting to more than 

Php200,000 before the Sandiganbayan Friday in connection with the graft cases filed against him 

by the Office of the Ombudsman for his alleged involvement in the anomalous Makati Car Park 

building project. (Zony Esguerra, News5) 

  

Unused campaign funds may be taxed, BIR chief Kim Henares said 

  

BIR Commissioner chief Kim Henares,on Saturday said that unused campaign funds will be 

assessed and subject to income tax. 

Henares further said that the BIR has reminded candidates that excess campaign contributions 

will be regarded as part of the income of the candidates, and therefore must pay the 

corresponding tax levy on the unspent campaign funds. 

Candidates may avoid paying for unused campaign contributions if these will be returned to the 

donors, Henares said/ 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Editorial 

ELECTING A NEW PRESIDENT 
 

The old Constitution stipulates that a new president shall be elected to a 4- year-term with one 

extended term if reelected. This is also true as far as the manner in which the US president is 

elected. 

  

  

  



This was changed in 1986 after the downfall of the strongman and former president Ferdinand 

Marcos who was toppled by the infamous Edsa Revolution. The government of Cory Aquino 

was good only for a 6-year term with no reelection. Some constitutionalists say this new 

provision in the new Constitution would discourage the sitting president to enrich himself while 

in office. 

  

But not during the term of former President Joseph "Erap" Estrada who was ousted by the People 

Power Revolution. Estrada opted to leave Malacanang Palace instead of a possible armed 

conflict that was brewing the Philippine National Police headed by then police chief Panfilo 

Lacsion who later on was elected senator for a two six-year term. 

  

This May 2016, the Filipino voters will witness again the election of a new president. Is this just 

a remake of those who have campaigned for a new Philippines, with tons of promises on how the 

presidentiables  will solve all the ills of the Philippine government. How to run the government 

on a "daan matuwid" espoused by President Benigno "NoyNoy" Aquino III. Whether this "daan 

matuwid" by President Aquino has become successful would depend on how the Filipino voters 

will decide on whether they will vote for former Local Government Secretrary Mar Roxas. 

Roxas elevation to the presidency this May 2016 is a clear manifestation of the "daan matuwid" 

of President Aquino. 

  

Whoever will be the next occupant of Malaccanang Palace, other than Roxas will show that the 

claim of Aqunio that his "daan matuwid" is a road to success, is just but a total failure. The 

Filipino electorate, by not electing Roxas, would show their total displeasure on how President 

Aquino's governance has failed in most of the major issues confronting the country. 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Straight Talk 
By Ed Libranda 

 

DIGITAL EDITION 
 

Unlike the monthly publication of our broadsheet Philippine Sentinel which I started its 

publication in 1987, the new digital edition makes me feel always on the go. From a monthly 

publication, and now I am on my toe, every week for the rest of my life. 

  

I thought that I have already retired after my major operation in April 2005, from the rigors of 

doing the chores of an editor and a publisher all rolled into one. 

  

I am thankful that my ever dependable Gina Villanueva, an energetic associate has taken the 

cudgel of helping me out in the proof reading of all the articles, although most of them are self-

edited by the correspondents themselves. Despite her being in Denver, Colorado, she has shown 

her great stamina even harboring poor eyesight. She will soon undergo cataract operation within 

the coming weeks. 

  



But everything has changed. Readers are always looking on the latest news happening at home, 

or in this instance in Houston, Texas. Any breaking news is posted ASAP on the front page of 

the Philippine Sentinel. Photos of past events are posted in our community news. This section is 

also updated daily should new materials are submitted to Philippine Sentinel. 

  

We are gaining grounds in the readership aspect of the Philippine Sentinel. Although the thrust 

of our digital news is centered in Houston, Texas, but we try to globalize our news to reach 

OFWs in far flung areas of the world. 

________________ 

Congratulations to my friend, Commodore Gary Domingo of PCGA who is now the new 

ambassador to New Zealand. Gary and the rest of the Team Houston used to work together when 

he was the Director of the International Affairs of the Philippine Coast Guard Auxiliary, a 

uniformed civilian volunteer group. 

  

Later, Commodore Harold Wolf, of Spring, Texas became the new director until November 2015 

when he died in his sleep at his home. 

  

The national convention of the Philippine Coast Guard Auxiliary will be held on the last week of 

May 2016, and Subic, Zambales will be the site of the NACON. It was originally planned to be 

held in Cagayan de Oro, but for security reasons, the PCG and the PCGA have decided to move 

it to Subic for this year confab. 

  

Another bar has been donned on the should board of now LCDR Yash Torib. Yash as she is 

fondly called, deserves the promotion. She has shown her devotion to her duty, and is active in 

the dessimination of information in the maritime industry, especially with the PCG and the 

PCGA. Kudos to Yash. 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

Entertainment 
 

James Reid and Jadine Lustre now officially a couple 

 
Now it can be told that both James Reid and Jadine Lustre of the Kapamilya station ABS-CBN 

has confirmed that they are now officially a couple. 

  

The hotest Kapamilya stars declared their love for each other during a short interview by 

entertainment reporters at the back stage after their concert at the Smart Araneta Coliseum.on 

Saturday, February 13, 2016. 

  

The "On the Wings of Love" stars turned their on-screen romance into a real-life love affair. 

 

 

 



Another Sotto wedding is on the way as Paulina Sotto, Vic Sotto's youngest 

daughter, is now engaged to her longtime boyfriend Jed Salgado Llanes. 

 
Pauline Sotto, Vic's daughter by model-actress Angela Luz is now engaged with long-time 

boyfriend Jed Salgado Llanes Photo by: Danica Sotto-Pingris's Instagram account 

  

After the January 30. 2016 wedding of Vic Sotto and Pauleen Luna, the only child of Vic Sotto 

by actress Angela Luz will soon tie the knot with her longtime boyfriend Jed Salgado Llanes. 

  

The formal annoucement was made in front of Pauline and Jed families, 
  

Thursday night, February 25 Pualina posted in her Instagram account a picture of her 

engagement ring and Sa Instagram post ni Paulina (paulinavls), kung saan ipinakita niya ang 

kanyang engagement ring, ay ipinahayag ng anak ni Vic ang kanyang nararamdamanngayong 

engaged na siya: 

  

'Before I met @jedllanes10, I really thought this wasn't going to happen for me. I love you babe 

and I can't wait to marry you.' Nilagyan niya pa ito ng hashtag na 

#YES.https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/yes/ ck here to add your own text and edit me. 

It's easy. 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

SPORTS 
 

IBF Asks Ala Promotions To Start Negotiations For A 

Rematch With Javier Mendoza 

 
The International Boxing Federation (IBF) has written to ALA Promotions president Michael 

Aldeguer to start negotiations for Milan Melindo to fight champion Javier Mendoza in a rematch. 

  

Aldeguer told The Standard "we are talking to Zanfer Promotions (headed by Fernando Beltran) 

and hopefully we can bring the title fight to Bacolod City on the undercard of the WBO light 

flyweight defense of Donnie Nietes, most probably against Raul "Rayito" Garcia onMay 28," 

even though Zanfer wants to hold the Melindo-Mendoza rematch in Mexico. 

 

However, Michael said "I told Fernando (Beltran) the last time we went to Mexico. Now we are 

hoping for Mendoza to come to the Philippines  

 

and hopefully it will happen on May 28 on a big card in Bacolod" in which he also plans to have 

King Arthur Villanueva make a return to the ring after his controversial loss to McJoe Arroyo in 

El PPaso,Texas in another controversial 10th round technical decision on July 18, 2015. 

 

Aldeguer said "Milan now has a chance to avenge his defeat" to Mendoza. 



 

Melindo blamed American referee Gerard White for his poor decisions that eventually deprived 

him of victory in his IBF light flyweight title bout against champion Javier Mendoza of Mexico. 

 

In an overseas telephone conversation with The Standard/boxingmirror.com from Los Angeles 

the day after the fight, Melindo claimed the cut on Mendoza’s left eye was caused by a legitimate 

punch and not by an accidental clash of heads and that referee White did not signal that the cut 

was caused by a head-butt when the fight was stopped on the advice of the ring doctor. 

 

The officials made the mistake of going to the scorecards that enabled Mendoza to retain his title 

with a lopsided technical points decision when it should have been a 6th round TKO in favor of 

Melindo. 

 

Melindo explained his strategy which resulted in Mendoza winning the first six rounds when he 

was the aggressor, telling us. "I knew Mendoza was strong and I planned to be defensive in the 

first six rounds and ready to turn aggressor in the second half of the fight" when his body shots 

began to hurt the fading champion. 

 

Melindo said "I knew his weakness was in absorbing body shots" and in the earlier rounds when 

he landed some solid body shots referee White mistakenly ruled them as low blows allowing 

Mendoza to lean on the ropes and rest even as he admitted landing one low blow although he 

was deducted for two supposed low blows, one in round 4 and another in round 5. 

 

He also cited the referee’s mistake in the opening round when he dropped Mendoza with a right 

to the side of the head which White inexplicably ruled a low blow. Melindo insisted "it was a 

good shot." 

 

Melindo was cut on the right eye after an accidental clash of heads early in the 6th round with 

the fight being stopped at 2:39 of the same round when Mendoza's left eye was cut following a 

clash of heads. 

 

Trainer Edito "Ala" Villamor said Melindo was "okay but naturally depressed because he lost a 

won fight" which was his second loss in a world title bid having earlier dropped a unanimous 

twelve round decision to the bigger WBO/WBA flyweight champion Juan Francisco Estrada in 

Macau. 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

 
Tourism 

 

An Exciting Discovery Tour of Distant Tawi-Tawi 
 

By Randy V. Urlanda 

Manila Bureau Chief Correspondent 



 

Mention Tawi-Tawi and it conjures a kaleidoscope of images for seasoned travel writers of blue, 

green, white, and a blur of colors of its 106 islands’ rich marine life, pristine white beaches, a 

spurting mud volcano, and vibrant cultural traditions of its indigenous island people. 

  

Tawi-Tawi, the Philippines’ southernmost province near Sandakan in Sabah, is a microcosm of 

eco-tourism destinations not found in other parts of the Philippines. This is the reason why 

despite the “troubles” in the Deep South, there is a continuous trickle of the more adventurous 

(and fearless) travelers who wouldn’t miss the exciting Tawi-Tawi island-hopping experience in 

their lifetime. 

 

Tawi-Tawi lies 305 kilometers southwest of the Zamboanga peninsula in mainland Mindanao. 

  

In one balmy afternoon in November 1991, we, together with a small group of giddy Manila-

based travel writers and photographers and staff of the Bureau of Domestic Tourism Promotion 

(BDTP) of the Department of Tourism, boarded the BRP Rajah Humabon, a 1,160-ton World 

War II vintage destroyer, one of three of its class, that was the biggest warship in the Philippine 

Fleet. 

 

Humabon became our floating hotel for the 12-day “First Sulu & Tawi-Tawi Discovery Tour” 

organized by the DOT under then BDTP’s chief, Dir. Cynthia Lazo. The lady group members 

slept in comfort inside the ship’s cabins, while we slept on mats under the stars feeling secured 

inside armored nests of 40mm anti-aircraft guns and platforms of 3-inch .50cal machine guns of 

the former destroyer escort of the US Navy. 

  

After sailing for more than 12 hours across the vast Sulu Sea from the Navy’s port in Zamboanga 

City, we dropped anchor at the bay of Bongao, the bustling capital of Tawi-Tawi. The point of 

entry and exit for barter traders, seaweed farmers, and regular passengers bound for Sandakan in 

Sabah when a Philippine passport was not a requisite then to enter the eastern Malaysian state. 

 

First stop after settling down in Bongao was Simunul Island, 11 kilometers south of the capital, 

considered the “Cradle of Islam” in the Philippines where the first mosque was erected in 1480 

by Sheik Karimul Makhdum, an Arab imam. Simunul is home to beautiful olive-skinned women 

with Moorish features, descendants of Makhdum and other Middle Eastern holy men who 

followed after him. 

  

After admiring from a distance the island’s dusky beauties with brown eyes and aquiline noses, 

we sailed for five hours to the “floating town” of Sitangkay, where most of its houses were built 

on stilts and atop paved mounds of coral stones and tagged as the “Venice of the Orient” due to 

its canals connected by arching stone bridges, thus the sobriquet. Nine-meter long dugouts with 

outboard motors plied the canals that jutted out to the sea to ferry passengers and goods to and 

from neighboring island towns. Sitangkay is home to Sama or Badjao people—the sea gypsies 

who live and die on board boats called lepa. 

  

Two-and-a-half kilometers northeast of Sitangkay is Sibutu Island, said to be home to the 

descendants of Malay royalties in Borneo. People from Sitangkay draw their drinking water once 



rainwater stored in stone cisterns underneath homes runs dry during summer. During the hot 

months of March and April, hundreds of wild hogs from the forests in Sandakan in Sabah, 188 

kilometers away, cross the wide expanse of the Celebes Sea by swimming closely linked 

together for a week like a floating log to Sibuto to forage on its cassava plantations to the chagrin 

of islanders who are Muslims like 98 per cent of Tawi-Tawi’s population. 

  

Cassava is the staple food of Sama and Tausug people of the archipelago which they make into 

pang-gi, an unsweetened white cassava cake they eat in lieu of rice. The swimming hogs' annual 

pelagic food trip had been recorded by mariners and fishermen plying the route. 

  

The highlight of our discovery tour was our landing at Taganak, the island town adjoining 

smaller isles collectively called the Turtle Islands. It is the Philippines’ southernmost 

municipality whose inhabitants are called Jama Mapun. Because it is just 20 kilometers off the 

northern coast of Sandakan, they use Malaysian ringgit instead of Philippine peso in buying 

Malaysian canned goods, including Coke, in its sari-sari store. The only Philippine-made item on 

the Turtle Islands is San Miguel Beer, the only thing on the island that reminded a platoon of 

lonely Philippine Marines stationed on the island that they are still well within their homeland. 

  

After a heavy dinner of fried lapu-lapu (grouper) the color of which I hadn’t seen in Manila 

(php20 per kilo when we were there) and big, meaty foot-long steamed alupihang dagat (mantis 

shrimp) and Malaysian steamed rice, we sailed under a starlit night to nearby Baguan Island 

Marine Turtle Sanctuary. Baguan was where hundreds of green sea turtles (Chelonia mydas) dug 

a pit in the white sand beach with their flippers and filled it with a clutch of more than a hundred 

eggs. Green sea turtles, the second biggest marine turtle after the leatherback, are an endangered 

species. In the Turtle Islands, its leathery, ping pong-size eggs were overharvested by local 

traders and sold in Sandakan where they are prized as aphrodisiac. 

  

Five years after our visit in 1991, the Turtle Islands were declared as Turtle Islands Heritage 

Protected area by the governments of the Philippines and Malaysia thereby prohibiting illegal 

gathering of green sea turtles’ eggs or harming them. The Turtle Islands are one of the world’s 

few remaining major nesting grounds for the green sea turtles. 

  

Next on our itinerary was Lihiman Mud Volcano Island, one of the three mud volcano islands in 

the Philippines known to exist only in the Turtle Islands. Lihiman is hemmed by an ivory beach 

where stands of pine tree-like agoho trees give it a postcard-pretty sub-tropical island look. Its 

mud volcano had a 20-meter wide crater on the hilly part of the five-hectare uninhabited island 

where grey mud quietly flowed from the vent in pulsating manner, accompanied by bubbling 

gas. 

  

Second to the last of our exciting 12-day sojourn was touching sandy ground at the Port of 

Mapun Island, the next biggest town in the province after Bongao. It is 116 kilometers from 

Taganak and 99 kilometers south of Sandakan, the second biggest town in Sabah after Kota 

Kinabalu City. It has three lakes, two of which are adjoining, separated only by a limestone wall 

along Mapun’s craggy northern coastline. 

Because the Jama Mapun, the local inhabitants of the island and the Turtle Islands, savor the rich 

bounties of the sea, fresh-water fish in the twin lakes “die of old age” and a joke went around 



that waters in the lake stirred to life when people walked by the lakeside as if begging them to 

catch them so their boring life in the densely populated waters would finally end in the frying 

pan. 

  

Finally, the local town executive volunteered to lend us the town’s motor launch for the alleged 

six-hour voyage to Bancauan Island Seabird Sanctuary, a four-hectare island belonging to the 

San Miguel Island Group in the middle of the deep blue Sulu Sea. However, due to the ineptitude 

of the boat captain (whom we later learned hadn’t been there yet) we overshot Bancauan by a 

few kilometers to the left nearly reaching Jolo in the process. Instead of the planned midnight to 

dawn voyage, it became a midnight to afternoon trip. Due to lack of an inboard toilet on board, 

the fidgeting female members of the group had to relieve themselves inside an oily ventilation 

well at the end of the wooden boat beside the hot, noisy diesel engine. 

  

But, it was worth the arduous voyage. 

  

Bancauan is home to thousands of red-footed boobies and high-flying frigate birds who nested 

on the wide-leafed canopies and branches of trees. It was a shoot (with their cameras) till they 

drop for our photographers who had to dodge relentless rain of white, gooey bird droppings. 

Before we knew it was time to go home. 

  

Twenty-five years after our unforgettable visit, the violence and kidnappings in the region pose a 

significant problem for Philippine tourism officials promoting Tawi-Tawi, Sulu and Basilan as 

tourist destinations. 

  

“If you come here to Tawi-Tawi to see the sights, you should hire a security guard to make sure 

you are safe,” warns the female desk clerk at an inn in Bongao. The local provincial tourism 

office, on the other hand, advices tourists to first get a security clearance from them before 

embarking on a sailing trip to other island towns in Tawi-Tawi. This way, local police will 

provide security for them so they will be safe. 

  

Now, the distant islands of Tawi-Tawi beckon us again, but the “troubles” will momentarily keep 

us away. We will just reminise the happy things we did in distant Tawi-Tawi 25 years ago. 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

Community News 
 

Houston Royal Oaks Leo Club Induction Ceremony 
The Houston Royal Oaks Leo Club announces the induction of its new officers and members on 

Saturday, March 12, 2016 at 6 in the evening. 

  

It will be held at the Grace United Church of Christ at 8515 Brookwulf Drive, Houston, TX 

77072. 

  

For information, please call 281-788-7654 and ask for Lion Emee Nisnisan. 



 

 

Houston Royal Oaks Lions Club Fundraising Bowl-A-Thon 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Immigration 
 

Deferred Action For Unauthorized Immigrant Parents 

Analysis Of Dapa's Potential Effects on Families and 

Children 

 
In November 2014, the Obama administration announced the Deferred Action for Parents of 

Americans and Lawful Permanent Residents (DAPA) program, which would protect from 

deportation and provide eligibility for work authorization to as many as 3.6 million unauthorized 

immigrants, according to MPI estimates. Unauthorized immigrants who are parents of U.S. 

citizens or lawful permanent residents (LPRs) would qualify for deferred action for three years if 

they meet certain other requirements. 

  

The Supreme Court in April 2016 is expected to hear arguments in the administration’s appeal of 

a lower court order blocking implementation of DAPA and a related expansion of the existing 

Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program. The justices’ decision in the case, 

which began when Texas and 25 other states challenged the president’s authority to create the 

DAPA program and expand DACA, is expected in June 2016. If the high court permits DAPA to 

go forward, the program has the potential to improve the incomes and living standards for many 

unauthorized immigrant families through protection from deportation and eligibility for work 

authorization.  

  

This MPI-Urban Institute report describes the population of 3.6 million unauthorized immigrant 

parents potentially eligible for DAPA and the likely impacts of the program on potential 

recipients and their children. The report finds that more than 10 million people live in households 

with at least one potentially DAPA-eligible adult, including some 4.3 million children under age 

18—an estimated 85 percent of whom are U.S. citizens. 

  

Click here to access estimates of unauthorized immigrant populations by top states and counties, 

including numbers of those potentially eligible for deferred action via DACA and/or DAPA. 

  

As the report finds, DAPA could lead to reductions in poverty and other measurable gains for 

millions of people living in DAPA households. Providing work authorization for these 

unauthorized immigrant parents could raise the average DAPA family's income by 10 percent. 

Despite very high male labor force participation, the poverty rate for DAPA families is 36 

percent, compared with 22 percent for all immigrant families, and 14 percent for families with 

U.S.-born parents. 

  



Furthermore, although most of the potentially DAPA eligible are not considered an enforcement 

priority under current Department of Homeland Security guidelines, the fear of deportation is 

ever present in these families. Beyond shielding children and families from potentially 

substantial economic harm resulting from the deportation of the father, deferred action would 

alleviate the documented psychological, social, and developmental harms associated with having 

an unauthorized parent 

.  

Among other findings: The potentially DAPA eligible are well settled with strong U.S. roots, 

with 69 percent having lived in the United States ten years or more, and 25 percent at least 20 

years.(MPI) 


