
FRONT NEWS 

PRRD: "Not another truce, if land-mining does not 

cease." 

For as long as the insurgents will (not) stop using landmines, "I will withdraw from the 

(peace) talks and there will be no ceasefire. I am prepared for another 45 years (of 

fighting). Do you want to fight for another 45 years?" Philippines President Rodrigo Roa 

Duterte (PRRD) queried, as he spoke with 500 soldiers at the covered court of the 

Philippine Army's 8th Infantry Battalion in Camp Lukban (Catbalogan City, Samar) 

Tuesday, August 9, 2016. 

The Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP) insisted on expanding the use of 

command-detonated explosives (CDX) in launching tactical offensives against state 

forces, as "legitimate weapons of war," allowed under the Geneva Conventions and 

Ottawa Treaty on Landmines, and claim these are "a poor man's weapon," which are 

mass-produced by people who have no recourse to the expensive rockets and 

howitzers of state-funded armies. 

Mr. Duterte responded that the communist insurgents were quick to invoke the Geneva 

Conventions when it is to their favor,"but when caught, they file cases against soldiers." 

The 1980 Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons in Geneva specified the use of 

landmines, booby traps, incendiary weapons and blinding laser weapons, among 

others, as "excessively injurious" or to have "indiscriminate effects." 

The Chief Executive declared that he wants to "show them the good faith on the part of 

the government by going ahead with the ceasefire. I would insist to talk with the rebels 

with or without their leader (Jose Ma. Sison)," stressing, "My job as a President is not to 

look for fight and to allow people (to) die. My job is to seek peace with everybody so that 

we can move on to the next generation. The next generation after us has no more 

problems with insurgency. They can go anywhere throughout the country and develop 

the Republic for their children." 

The CPP, meanwhile, called Duterte's threat of canceling the peace talks over the New 

People Army's (NPA) use of command-detonated landmines "smacks of a poorly-

crafted deflectionary tactic, with the aim of blaming the revolutionary forces for the 

repeated postponement of peace talks. saying that the postponement stemmed from 

the August 7 ambush by NPA guerrillas against soldiers of the 25th Infantry Battalion in 

Compostela Valley, that led Duterte to issue an ultimatum, despite having yet to fulfill 

his own promise to release detained consultants of the National Democratic Front of the 

Philippines (NDFP) and political prisoners, showing himself to be "more and more 



cantankerous, inventing one reason after another, to attack the CPP and NPA instead 

of finding ways to push forward peace negotiations." 

Lawyers of detained consultants of the NDFP on August 9 filed with various local courts 

motions for urgent release on bail, of the 25 consultants and ailing political prisoners. 

The motions were filed following the August 5 resolution of the Supreme Court calling 

on local courts to give appropriate priority to cases involving NDFP consultants. In its en 

banc resolution, the high court said, "peace negotiations shall resume in the higher 

interest of peace and national security." 

The Government of the Republic of the Philippines (GRP) and the NDFP formal talks 

commence August 20 through August 27, 2016 in Oslo, Norway. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

First Zika-related infant death in US reported in Texas 

HOUSTON, Aug. 10 (PNA/Xinhua) -- The health authorities in the US State of Texas on 

Tuesday confirmed a Zika-related death of a newborn girl, the first of its kind in the 

country. 

Texas Department of State Health Services (DSHS) said that an infant in Harris County 

who died shortly after birth had microcephaly, linked to the Zika virus, according to local 

TV station ABC13. 

The mother had traveled to El Salvador during her pregnancy where she was infected. 

The test results recently confirmed the baby's condition and link to Zika. The mother and 

baby are classified as travel-related cases, and there is no additional associated risk in 

Texas. 

John Hellerstedt, commissioner of the Texas Department of State Health Services, said 

that Zika's impact on unborn babies can be tragic, their central mission from the 

beginning has been to do everything they can to protect unborn babies from the 

devastating effects of Zika. 

Last month, the Lone Star state reported its first case of microcephaly linked to Zika, 

also an infant in the Harris County. 

Currently, the DSHS is coordinating with the Harris County Public Health and the US 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to follow the cases. 

Texas, the second largest state in the nation, has reported 97 cases of Zika virus 

disease, including the two infants with microcephaly from the Harris County. 



All Texas cases are related to travel abroad to areas with active Zika transmission. 

There have been no reported cases of Zika virus disease transmitted by mosquitoes in 

Texas, but the state is on alert for the possibility of local transmission. 

Over the weekend, Texas Governer Greg Abbott detailed measures the state has taken 

to fund the prevention of the spreading of Zika, but said it is prepared to fight the virus 

should it become prevalent in the state. 

"We have assembled millions in state and federal funds to help attack the problem," he 

said. 

According to the CDC, 15 babies have been born in the United States with Zika-related 

birth defects. 

Seven women have lost pregnancies due to Zika, and these numbers could grow. 

Nearly 1,000 pregnant women in the continental US and territories have been infected 

with Zika. 

Currently, more than 7,300 people in the US have been diagnosed with Zika, including 

1,825 in the continental US and Hawaii. 

US President Barack Obama has asked Congress to allocate USD1.9 billion in 

emergency funding to combat the spread of the virus. 

In May, testing for the mosquito-borne Zika virus began at the Gulf Coast Regional 

Blood Center headquartered in Houston, the fourth-largest city in the United States. 

The center, which was approved for testing by the US Food and Drug Administration, 

can test more than 3,600 blood samples per day by using three new automated 

instruments and can detect the smallest amount of Zika in blood samples. 

Zika is a disease caused by the Zika virus, which is spread to people primarily through 

the bite of an infected Aedes species mosquito. The most common symptoms of Zika 

are fever, rash, joint pain and conjunctivitis (red eyes). 

The illness is usually mild with symptoms lasting for several days to a week after being 

bitten by an infected mosquito. 

The virus was first discovered in 1947 and is named after the Zika Forest in Uganda. In 

1952, the first human cases of Zika were detected and since then, outbreaks of disease 

have been reported in tropical Africa, Southeast Asia and the Pacific Islands. 

On Feb. 1, 2016, the World Health Organization declared Zika virus a public health 

emergency of international concern.(PNA/Xinhua)JMC/EBP 



…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Duterte warns martial law in word war vs Sereno 

By: Yashika F. Torib, Manila Bureau Senior Correspondent 

President Rodrigo “Rody” Duterte once warned to close down the Congress if it will not 

cooperate with his platforms and programs.  

Just recently, he threatened to declare martial law if the Supreme Court interferes with 

his war on drugs.  

Duterte’s latest bluster stemmed from a letter sent by Chief Justice Maria Lourdes 

Sereno questioning his move to publicly release the names of judges, along with 

mayors, congressmen, military and policemen, which were allegedly involved with 

drugs.  

Sereno emphasized in her letter that the high court should be independent in policing its 

own ranks.  

She stressed that the Supreme Court should be “given a free hand to investigate and 

discipline members of the judiciary” and that a legal process should be followed before 

judges are named in public. 

Sereno also noted how criminals, including drug lords, have been targeting judges since 

1999.  

The president aired a stern rejoinder before the military in Cagayan de Oro City last 

August 9, slamming Sereno and threatening to declare martial law if she continues to 

hinder his war against drugs. 

“I’m giving you a warning. Don’t create a crisis because I will order everybody in the 

executive department not to honor you. Please do not create a constitutional issue. 

Don’t order me, I’m telling you. I hope you are listening.  

“You want me to be frank? You’re interfering (with my job). Please, don’t order me. I’m 

not a fool. If this continues, (that) you’re trying to stop me, I might lose my cool. Or 

would you rather I declare martial law?” Duterte pronounced.  

Notwithstanding the president’s severe way with words and governance, lawmakers of 

the land decided to shrug it all off, noting his bravado typical even during his campaign 

for the presidency.  

Among the many senators who downplayed Duterte’s martial law statement was Sen. 

Richard Gordon who said the president is not serious about it.  



This was echoed by Sen. Panfilo Lacson, Sen. Sonny Angara and Sen. Vicente Sotto 

III. 

“By now we should be familiar with his antics. When he makes statement in the media, 

there are statements we should take seriously, there are some we should take lightly,” 

Lacson said. 

Sen. Aquilino Pimentel Jr. , meanwhile, said that Duterte’s underlying message was 

adherence to the rule of law.  

Political analyst Prof. Clarita Carlos stated in a separate interview with Radyo Inquirer 

that such statement from the president is a mere exaggeration simply to emphasize his 

point.  

“That’s just how he talks, we should get used to him. He exaggerates to express his 

points,” she said. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

INNERVIEW 

Divide and Conquer: A Matter of Semantics?  

(Part 1 of 3) 

(Editor's note: In line with President Rodrigo Roa Duterte's  imminent resumption of peace talks 

with the Muslim (and Reds) insurgents in the Philippines, which all failed in past administrations 

-- Gina revisits little known, if overlooked details in Philippine history: the Sulu Treaties, their 

historical implications, consequences -- in the Moros' centuries-old and still ongoing quest for 

self-determination, and self-government -- as stipulated in the UN Declaration on the Rights of 

Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), "Article 4. Indigenous Peoples, in exercising their rights to self-

determination, have the right to autonomy or self-government in matters relating to their internal 

and local affairs, as well as ways and means for financing their autonomous functions.") 

That the extent of political sophistication of the Moros, and the dynamics of war and 

peace in Sulu's historical relations with the Spaniards and later, the Americans, is a 

historical fact. 

Dean Conant Worcester wrote, "The Moros exemplify what may be considered the 

highest state of civilization to which the Malays have ever attained unaided." 

Dean Conant Worcester (October 1,1866 - May 2, 1924) was an American zoologist, 

public official, and authority on the Philippines. He was born at Thetford, Vermont, and 



educated at the University of Michigan (A.B. 1889). He came to the Philippines in 1887 

as a junior member of a scientific expedition, and built a controversial career in the early 

American colonial government beginning in 1899 based upon his experience in the 

country. He served as the influential Secretary of the Interior of the Philippine Islands 

until 1913 when he began focusing on his business interests. He died in the Philippines 

having organized and managed businesses that included coconut farming and 

processing, cattle raising and a maritime shipping line. 

In a lecture delivered during the closing event of the exhibit titled Beyond the Current, 

The Power and Culture of Sulu, at the Masters Gallery of the Yuchengco Museum, 

Makati City on September 20, 2008 by lawyer Mehol K. Sadain, he declared that in the 

course of its reign over the Sulu Archipelago and adjacent islands, the Sultanate of Sulu 

entered into several treaties, some of which were preserved and translated for the 

perusal and study of future generations. 

These treaties reflect in varying degrees the political status of the Sultanate in the 

community of nations. 

Sadain's legal understanding of a treaty is that of a contract in writing between two or 

more political authorities (as states or sovereigns) formally signed by representatives 

duly authorized, and usually ratified by the lawmaking body of the state. 

The historical background of the Tausugs as no strangers to foreign contacts, being 

seafaring people inhabiting islands strategically located in the Southeast Asian trade 

routes, it was inevitable for them to be in constant touch with foreigners. 

Beginnings 

Long before the Spaniards came to the Philippines, Sulu had a distinguished history of 

contact with other sovereign kingdoms of Indians, Chinese and Arabs. Toward the 

second century after the advent of Jesus Christ, the Pallava Kingdom rose into 

prominence and spread its influence from southeastern India to Cambodia, Java, 

Sumatra, the Malay Peninsula and the Maharlika Islands (what is now the Philippines). 

When the Pallava Kingdom declined in the 8th century, it was taken over by the Shri 

Visjaya Kingdom in Sumatra, and later, by the Madjapahit  Empire in Java. The 

Madjapahit was overthrown by the Muslim Malays in 1478 under Rajah Borang (Justice 

Jainal D. Rasul, Sr.,' Struggle for Identity, A short History of the Muslim Filipinos' 

Quezon City (2003), p. 8 quoting Dr. F.M. Schniger, "Unearthing Sumatra and Ancient 

Culture," March 1938 and Aristide Marre, Madjapahit et. Champa Lovain, 1895, p. 1-10) 

The Muslim south's relation with China antedated the arrival of the European colonizers 

in the region. 



Justice Rasul notes, "The Chinese came as early as 628 A.D." mainly to trade with the 

Malays.  

"Under the Ming Dynasty, covering the years 1368-1644, the Chinese exercised some 

sort of zuzerainty over the Philippine South...Since China, then a world power, did not 

interest itself in the acquisition or expansion of foreign territory due to her already wide 

land area, she contented herself with the collection of tributes from neighboring islands 

in the East as a symbol of submission and respect to the Great Middle Kingdom." 

The historical account of Admiral Pei Pei Hsien is a prime example of Chinese-Sulu 

contact, popularly known among the Tausugs as Pun Tao Kong, who was part of the 

Chinese fleet which was under the command of Chinese navigator Sampo Kong or 

Chengho. 

Pun Tao Kong was forced by typhoon to seek help in Jolo in the early part of the 1400s. 

Initially met with distrust, Poon Tao Kong, a Muslim and skilled at sword play, earned 

the admiration of the Tausugs. It is said that he built an artesian well in the vicinity of 

Maubuh, a seaside community in Jolo, which accounted for his tag among the natives 

as "Puntaukung" or "honorable fountainhead." He was highly respected by the people of 

Jolo. When he died he was buried at the foot of a mountain in Jati Tunggal three 

kilometers from Jolo, where his tomb is periodically visited by the Tausugs. (Ibid) 

The most telling influence on the Tausugs in particular, and the Moros in general, 

however, was that brought by the Arabs: the religion of Islam which the Moros 

wholeheartedly embraced. 

Recorded history places the coming of seafaring Arab traders much earlier, albeit. It is 

said that the coming of Abu Bakr, an authority in Islamic law and religion, in 1450 

marked the establishment of the Sulu Sultanate. 

In the words of Najeeb M. Saleeby, "Abu Bakr was a famous authority on law and 

religion...After preaching...with success in Malacca, he evidently proceeded farther east, 

stopping at Palembang and Bruney and reaching Sulu about 1450.The hospitality with 

which he was received at Bwansa points to success in his mission to a degree that 

enabled him later to marry Princess Pamisuli, the daughter of Rajah Baginda. He 

established mosques there and taught religion and law; and the people and chiefs 

actually abandoned their former gods and practiced the new religion and observed its 

commandments." (The History of Sulu. Filipiniana Book Guild, Manila (1963), p. 46) 

Islam endowed the Moros a sense of identity and affinity with the bigger Muslim 

community, a historical and philosophical anchor for its struggle to resist foreign 

domination and a proud vision of nationhood (pag-bangsa) which they had earlier 

experienced under the rule of the Sultanates. 



The treaty making activities of the Sultanates, punctuating the protracted but persistent 

struggle of the Moros, were manifestations of their historical experience of 'pag-bangsa' 

and continuing quest for self-determination and self-government. (Part 2 of 3: 

Representative Sulu Treaties) 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

EDITORIAL 

PRESIDENT DUTERTE AND HIS MOUTH 

President Digong is featured in a CNN's Breaking News, Wednesday, with a report 

about the apparent rift between the President and outgoing US Ambassador to the 

Philippines Ambassador Philip Goldberg.  

The President in one of his remarks in one of his political sorties, alluded to the US 

ambassador as a gay "son of a whore." because of his continued meddle, "here and 

there" in political activities, especially with the President's rallies  in some of the 

provinces. 

One thing that US Ambassador Goldberg did not take into consideration is the fact that 

the President would love to tell jokes whenever he speaks to the crowd in many of his 

provincial sorties. Although some sectors said this joke about a female American 

missionary who was raped repeatedly by her captors, and thereby the President made a 

remark which did not sit well with the US Ambassador who was disturbed by then Mayor 

Duterte's unsavory remark about the slain femail American missionary.. 

Angered by the continuous meddling of Ambassador Goldberg in Philippine political 

activities, Duterte hit back with his own way of using profanity characterzing Goldberg 

as "gay and son of a whore." 

But campaign handlers of the President at that time, said in a press release that the 

President made the remark in jest, not wanting to be serious and just wanted it to be 

part of his usual humor. No wonder despite his notoriety in using profanity with his big 

mouth, the Filipino voters placed him to power. 

The outgoing US ambassador to the Philippines must have missed some of the Filipino 

cultures and traditions in regard to telling about personal anecdotes, which according to 

www.forbes.com "learning to tell stories to capture, direct and sustain the attention of 

others is a key leadership skill." and in this specific case, President Digong was telling a 

story about the female American missionary to the Filipino voters so he could "capture, 

direct and sustain" the voters attention, and it must be "worth the effort" by the then 



Davao City Mayor Duterte  because the Filipino voters elected him the President of the 

Philippines. 

Duterte's rise into power, inspite of his big mouth, has made some of his political 

enemies predicted that soon he would be impeached based on his "questionable 

pronouncements" related to solving the ills of the Philippine government. 

Is it ripe for his political adversaries to make an early judgment on the success or failure 

of President Digong's administration? It seems that the President does not care about 

what his detractors are saying against him. All that he knows is making good about his 

promises to the Filipino people..You be the judge. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

STRAIGHT TALK 

By EDWARD LIBRANDA 

PRESIDENT DUTERTE WARNS SERENO: GET OUT 

OF MY WAY OR ITS MARTIAL LAW 

The word war between two independent branches  of the Philippines, the Supreme 

Court headed by Chief Justice Lourdes Sereno and by the head of the executive 

department, President Rodrigo Roa Duterte has sparked debates and arguments 

among all political leaders and in both houses of the Philippine Congress. 

President Duterte's apparent dislike of the offical communication sent by the Chief 

Justice regarding the manner in which the President announced the list of political 

personalites, PNP personnel both officers and non-officers, judges, who are allegedly 

involved in illegal drug activities.Supreme Court (SC) chief justice Sereno opined in her 

letter sent through the office of the Justice Secretary, reminded the President, that any 

of those judges mentioned in his drug list, are within the administrative power of the SC, 

and therefore, must be disciplined by the Supreme Court and not by any department 

under the wings of the President.  

What made President Digong fuming mad relates to Sereno's letter which apparently 

does not conform with the President's desire to eradicate illegal drug activities in the 

whole Philippine archipelago. His campaign promise reverberated in all of Presidnet 

Digong's rallies that he will do it in 3 to 6 months generated positive  response on the 

political monicker of the President's  PAGBABAGO (CHANGE). 

Sereno advised all judges named in President Digong' list not to be cowed by any 

person in authority without any arrrest or search warrant issued by the court.  



As presstime, the high court through its spokesperson Atty Theodore Te, says that the 

chief justice won't say no further in her word war with the President.  I guess the chief 

justice wants to shy away from facing the President head-on in his campaign against 

illegal drugs, criminality, graft and corruption. 

Lets face it, that the 3 to 6 months campaign of the President won't see its' fruit if the 

government will be faced with securing search or arrest warrants, and most of the time, 

if case is filed in court, would entail years of court trial before final verdict can be 

achieved. 

Whereas, the Philippines is engulfed in drug addiction, and has kept  on increasing the 

number of drug addicts and criminal elements, young and old, and therefore  has  

reached a level uncontrol proportion. 

To correlate the threat of President Digong imminent declaration of martial law, he must 

have thought that in order to meet his projection of 3 to 6 months, he needs an iron fist 

to face the menace to our society. 

Some sectors in the political spectrum have blamed former President Noynoy Aquino 

and losing presidential candidate and former DILG Secretary Mar Roxas who did 

nothing to address the drug menace during the six-year term they were in power. 

The drug menace has become unstoppable and has even reached a level of 

uncontrollable proportion. 

But if in President Digong's  ardent desire to rid our society of this continuing problems 

on illegal drugs, criminality, graft and corruption, he will be faced with all these stoppers, 

then he becomes a failure in his campaign promises. All previous presidents  never had 

the guts and courage to resolve the issue in which most Filipinos have been 

"shabulized". 

BREAKING NEWS: President Digong said "I'm sorry," to CJ Sereno. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

News At A Glance 

Bob Arum visits Senate; confirms Pacquiao’s  

fight in Nov. 5 
By Jelly F. Musico 

MANILA, Aug. 10 (PNA) -- Senator Juan Miguel Zubiri has found valid reason to ask to 

suspend for few minutes the Senate session on Wednesday. 



”Mr. President, I would like to ask for one minute suspension to allow our colleagues to 

take photo opportunity with our guest Bob Arum,” Zubiri moved after Senate Majority 

Vicente Sotto III acknowledged the presence of the popular top boxing promoter of 

Senator Manny Pacquiao. 

Senate President Aquilino "Koko" Pimentel III yielded to Zubiri’s motion and for almost 

five minutes, Arum was surrounded by fellow guests of the Wednesday’s session and 

by senators who asked for photo op. 

Pacquiao introduced fellow Senators Richard Gordon and Zubiri to his promoter who is 

in the country to finalize the Filipino boxing icon’s next fight on November 5. 

In a media interview, Arum confirmed that World Boxing Organization (WBO) 

welterweight champion Jessie Vargas of Mexico will be the next opponent of Pacquiao. 

”We’re all set for Nov. 5. He’s (Pacquiao) gonna fight for the welterweight championship 

of the world against this tough young Mexican-American Jessy Vargas who won the title 

early this year by knockout,” Arum told the Senate media. 

Arum said Pacquiao can train in the Philippines while the Senate is on session so as not 

to disrupt the boxing superstar-turned senator. 

The Top Rank Promotion boss said if Pacquiao hurdles Vargas, more fights will be 

scheduled for the Filipino boxing icon next year before finally hanging his gloves for 

good. 

”Hopefully, if he beats Vargas there will be some other big fights available next year and 

am pretty sure that will be enough and by 2017, we will be seeing the end of Manny's 

brilliant boxing career,” Arum said. 

In a separate interview, Pacquiao confirmed that November 5 has been reserved for his 

next fight. 

”It was the date reserve for my next fight. Hopefully, this week, the fight will be sealed,” 

Pacquiao said. 

As congressman of Saranggani in the last 16th Congress, Pacquiao was highly 

criticized for missing most of the session days due to his trainings for his previous fights. 

Pacquiao is coming off a unanimous victory against American Timothy Bradley in their 

rubber match last April in Las Vegas. (PNA)LGI/JFM 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 



DOTR chief assures transport emergency powers will 

not be abused 

By Azer N. Parrocha 

MANILA, Aug. 10 (PNA) -- Transportation Secretary Arthur Tugade on Wednesday 

assured that the department will not abuse emergency powers — which will be used to 

alleviate the country’s transport problems — if the Congress should decide to grant their 

request. 

In a chance interview after a Senate hearing on emergency powers, Tugade assured 

the public that emergency powers will not be abused as most power-hungry government 

officials would do. 

He said that he wants emergency powers to last for only two to three years to ease the 

country’s transport problems immediately. 

”Don’t be bothered by the emergency powers—it won’t be abused. There is also the 

oversight-Congress and Supreme Court (watching over us) so don’t be bothered,” 

Tugade said. 

”There are far too many problems that need solutions in a short period of time. So that 

we have a fighting chance, I am asking for emergency powers,” he added. 

During the hearing, Tugade stressed that among the department’s priorities was to 

create a single, synchronized authority to manage the traffic system in Metro Manila. 

Traffic management is currently shared by the Metro Manila Development Authority 

(MMDA), the Land Transportation Franchising and Regulatory Board (LTFRB) the Land 

Transportation Office (LTO) and local government units (LGUs). 

He did not make it clear if a traffic czar was needed but raised the possibility of 

suspending the power of LGUs relating to traffic systems for the duration of the 

implementation of emergency powers. 

Asked on who he would want to be appointed as traffic czar, Tugade said that he would 

welcome any appointment made by President Rodrigo Duterte. (PNA) BNB/ANP 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 



DOH tells Metro Manilans to brace themselves for 

dengue 

MANILA, Aug. 10 (PNA) -- The Department of Health (DOH) on Wednesday urged 

Metro Manila to begin boosting its efforts to combat dengue fever. 

In a press briefing held at the DOH media relations unit in Tayuman, Sta. Cruz, Manila, 

DOH spokesperson Dr. Eric Tayag said that Metro Manila has made it to the list of 

dengue hotspots. 

“Metro Manila should brace for more cases,” Tayag said, noting that it became a 

hotspot after some barangays in Malabon and Quezon City reported a spike in dengue 

cases. 

Declared as hotspots were Barangay Longos in Malabon City, as well as Barangays 

Novaliches Proper, Fairview and Payatas in Quezon City. 

From Jan. 1 to July 23, the DOH has already recorded 70,697 cases all over the 

country. 

“This is 19 percent higher compared to 59,342 reported in the same period last year. 

Pero pag tiningnan natin yung trends by week (But if we look at the weekly trend), it’s 

still under the alert threshold, based on our three-year average, but compared to last 

year, tumaas na siya ng (the figure has risen by) 19 percent,” Tayag said. 

Based on the list, he also disclosed that Regions VII, VIII and XII have almost doubled 

their number of dengue cases.(PNA) CVL/LSJ. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Entertainment 

Rosanna Roces to marry partner Blessy Arias 

MANILA, Philippines – Actress Rosanna Roces said that she and partner Blessy Arias 

will marry in Canada next month, where same-sex marriage is legal. The couple will 

have another ceremony in the Philippines scheduled in December. 

  

In an interview on Rated K, Sunday, July 31, Rosanna or Osang shared how she asked 

Blessy if they could finally get married. The two first met when they were teenagers. 



"Will you marry me Bless? Ganun 'yung pagkasabi ko," Rosanna said. "Bless, I want to 

marry you. Taray pa din, 'di ba? Nag-yes siya agad. (She said yes right away.)" 

 Blessy said: "[Kapag] magkasama kami (When we're together), 'yung simplicity ng life. 

Iyon 'yung tumatak sa akin. Hindi 'yung the showbiz side of her. (It's the simplicity of life 

– that's what made an impact on me. Not the showbiz side of her.)" 

 The couple expressed how they are looking forward to spending the rest of their lives 

together. 

"I'll never have to sleep alone at night," Blessy said, as Rosanna added: "Sarap 'no (It 

feels good right)?" 

"Buti na lang ni-ready ko 'yung sarili ko na single ako para pagdating nung forever ko, 

single ako. So alam mo iyon, tumatak talaga sa isip ko na marunong ka maghintay," 

Rosanna said. 

 (I'm just glad that I readied myself to be single so that when my 'forever' arrives, I'll be 

single. So you know, it just really stuck to my head that you have to learn how to wait.) 

 Last February on Tonight with Boy Abunda, Rosanna confirmed that she was in a 

relationship. She was previously married to Tito Molina. – Rappler.com 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Sports 

Filipina lifter ends country's 20 year medal drought; 

Hsu Shu-ching wins women's 53kg weightlifting at Rio 

Olympics 
And she's going to get quite a reward. 

Under laws enacted in 2001 _ and until now, never needing to be actually acted upon _ 

any Philippines athlete who wins a silver medal at the Olympics is entitled to a bonus of 

2.5 million . 

Silver medal at the Olympics is entitled to a bonus of 2.5 million pesos. That works out 

to about $53,000 in U.S. currency. 

 If she won gold, her prize would have been 5 million pesos, or about $106,000. 

"I am happy. I did not expect to win the silver medal," Diaz said. "I just aimed for the 

bronze medal." 



Several nations pay medal bonuses. The U.S. offers $25,000 for gold, $15,000 for silver 

and $10,000 for bronze. Russia's gold-medal bonuses for the Sochi Games were 

reported to be in excess of $125,000, and other nations that have paid bonuses in the 

past include China, Italy, Canada and Australia. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Tourism 

Village of the Apes 

By Randy V. Urlanda, Manila Bureau Chief Correspondent 

After a 15-minute drive from the highway along a narrow winding road hemmed by tall 

trees and meter-high maroon plants called “makilala,” visitors are greeted by a 

nondescript sign that says “Welcome to New Israel” and, hold your breath, by a large 

troop of its banana-loving furry inhabitants—monkeys—eager to be fed with ripe 

bananas sold at the village center’s makeshift souvenir shop. The rhesus macaques 

have lived and co-existed with the villagers, called Moncadistas, for the past 80 years! 

Aside from a white two-meter high stone menorah, that seven-branched candelabrum 

used in Jewish synagogues that was erected in front of a hilltop religious shrine in New 

Israel, an upland village of Makilala town in North Cotabato, there is not a single thread 

of Jewish faith in the beliefs of its more than 2,000 Cebuano-speaking inhabitants, 

migrants from Cebu and Bohol who belong to the non-sectarian sect called the Iglesia ni 

Jehovah Alpha Omega World Peace Crusaders Mission, Inc., which was founded by the 

late Maximino Guibernas in 1939 in the then newly-cleared mountain slope. 

The story goes that it was also the time when a couple of monkeys, which were 

christened by Guibernas as “Mike” and “Maring” swung down to this peaceful hillside 

community of cutflower and vegetable farmers from the thickly forested misty mountain 

that form part of the southern slopes of the 2,954-meter Mount Apo, the tallest mountain 

in the Philippines. From that simian grand couple, and other macaques that followed 

them through the years, originate the present colony that has become tamed pets of the 

villagers the eight decades. 

 

But, unlike the 1968 science fiction box-office hit “Planet of the Apes,” where different 

species of apes ruled in an unknown planet where Charlton Heston and his fellow 

American astronauts’ spaceship had crash landed, the apes of New Israel depend on 

their human village mates for their sustenance and care. Having been born and reared 

outside their natural habitat, which is the thickly forested mountain just above the 



village, the monkeys have lost their survival instinct to forage for food in the wild on their 

own. 

Instead, all the houses in New Israel, which is 20km south of Kidapawan City, the 

capital of North Cotabato, have screened windows and bolted doors to keep out its 

tailed residents who love to rummage through their kitchens for food whenever they find 

a carelessly opened window. However, the Moncadistas allot P100 worth of ripe 

bananas daily for them. But, sometimes, the monkeys’ wild side comes to the fore when 

they felt that the humans passing by near them would not share the snack they are 

eating they screech and show their fangs to the passersby as a warning to feed them or 

go away. Otherwise, they live together peacefully. 

“Papa (as Guibernas is addressed by his followers) loved animals, especially the 

monkeys, because according to him, during the ninth month shortly before the child is 

born, its assigned soul who fails to enter the body, go inside the nearest animal 

instead,” explains Virgie Binoy, New Israel’s village council secretary and Moncadista 

spokesperson. “This is the reason why this place is a protected area for wildlife and a 

bird sanctuary as well.” 

Guibernas founded the Moncado 77 years ago and has now more than 50,000 

members all over the Philippines. The pseudo-Christian group promotes peace, shuns 

vices, and does not eat animals with four feet, only fish and chicken. 

New Israel’s simian colony is divided into three groups, the dominant one being led by 

the alpha male called “Junior Mike” and “Junior Maring,” said to be the direct 

descendants of their namesakes. The alpha group does not mix with the two lesser 

groups, the one led by "Baksan" and the third group led by another “Maring.” But, when 

they cross paths during feeding time, they just ignore each other like what humans do 

and look the other way. 

Because of its unique heterogenous population and lush environment, tourists started 

trickling in to New Israel the past years to mingle and feed its people-friendly primates. 

In 1993, then Sen. Ramon Magsaysay, Jr. declared the place as an eco-tourism 

destination in Cotabato. In August 2008, New Israel has formally launched itself as an 

eco-tourism park, which had been declared earlier as the “No. 5 Eco-tourism 

Destination in Mindanao” by the Department of Tourism. 

During the Holy Week, the Moncadistas fast and abstain and hold religious rituals akin 

to Catholic rites during Lent. 

 



“We hold spiritual service from Monday to Sunday and pray every three hours at the 

hilltop shrine where our leader was entombed in 1992,” declares Virgie while feeding a 

bunch of ripe saba to a boisterous troop at the foot of the flagpole in the small village 

square while a big adult eating its share sat on the head of the bust of Dr. Jose P. Rizal 

nearby. “We sing and pray every three hours and offer money intended for the church’s 

development and maintenance, and for the food of our monkeys.” 

A no smoking and no drinking community, New Israel, which is also a favorite 

destination of local and foreign bird watchers because of its large and protected avian 

population, has started to prepare for the influx of eco-tourists in their area. Overnight 

visitors are billeted in a two-story, sky-blue with pink piping hostel, while 40 guests can 

be accommodated in three native cottages nearby. 

“New Israel is the place to go if you want to commune with nature,” explains former 

congressman Bernardo F. Pinol, jr., younger brother of newly-designated agriculture 

secretary, Manny Pinol. “The primates, who are part of the community surrounded by a 

well preserved environment, are the main attractions here like nowhere else in the 

Philippines,” he concludes. “These monkeys mingle with the people and live right in 

their midst. Talk about human-animal peaceful co-existence. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Community News 

FREEDOM LODGE 1461 HAS NEW WORSHIPFUL 
MASTER 
 

Amidst the blistering heat of the afteroon sun on Saturday, July 16, 2016, the Freedom 

Lodge 1461 new officers for the year 2016-2017 were installed in a formal ceremony at 

the Arabia Shrine Center in Southwest Houston. The officers were installed by RW Paul 

Underwood, PPDGM of the Grand Lodge of Texas. 

Installed as Worshipful Master of Freedom Lodge 1461 is Dr. Josier "Joey" Nisnisan, a 

Houston internist with the West Houston Medical Center. 

Rev. Timothy V. Marqeuz gave the invocation while Bro. Ramir Adolfo Amper led the 

pledge of allegiance. WB Manuel P. Yater, PM gave the welcome remarks. 

  



Outgoing Worship Master Marciano "Jun" Pascual received his past master apron from 

WB Monteflor C. Valmores, PM while WB Mario P, Dipasupil, PM presented the past 

master jewel, and WB Estanislao "Tany" Suerte, PM presented the past master jacket. 

WB Pablito "Lito" Tolentino, PM gave the paster master certificate. 

Worshipful Master Josier Nisnisan received his Master's Hat from his wife, Sis Emee 

Nisnisan; Master Gavel from WB Ricardo B. Achico, PM; Book of Constitution from Bro. 

Nile B. Copeland; and the Travelling Pin from WB Marciano "Jun" Pascual, PM. 

RW Edmundo P. Dipasupil, PM, DDGM, introduced the guest speaker, RW Paul 

Underwood, PDDGM of the Grand Lodge of Texas. 

Rev. Carlos D. Iglupas gave the benediction to end the installation ceremony.. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

HOUSTON PINOY TV 

HOWDY PHILIPPINES - The first Filipino American television channel is now fully 
operational in Houston, Texas under the name PINOY HOUSTON TV (PHTV) and is 
now part of the international digital television network. 

It premiered on July 30 at Channel 15.3. and will be a weekly show every Saturday, 
from 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM, and there will also be a re-run every Sunday from 5;30 to 
6:30 PM. 

Our program can also be shared in various platforms like Youtube, Facebook, Twitter, 
Pinoy Houston TV website, live streams and is available to a wide variety of audience, 
not only locally but also internationally. 

PHTV will also be featuring special events, and if you have any interesting story or if 
you want us to feature a particular subject, call us at 832-448-0450 or email us at 
pinoyhoustontv.com or send us a Face Book (FB) message.. 

We are also offering sponsorship opportunities for business and organizations. Having 
an AD on TV is a positive way of reaching out to your market. This is a great way to 
spotlight your business. We have packages available for everyone depending on your 
needs and budget. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 



NORTH TEXAS ASIAN AMERICAN CULTURAL 

ASSOCIATION (NTAACA): PEARL JUBILEE GALA, 

AUGUST 27, 2016 

DALLAS - Edgar Santiago announces the Pearl Jubilee Gala celebration of North Texas 

Asian American Cultural Association. The NTAACA celebrates its 30 years of Asian 

American spirit and its Culture in the Dallas/Fort Worth area. 

The event will be held at The Westin located at the DFW Irving, Texas on Saturday, 

August 27, 2016. The event starts at 4 P.M. 

The non-profit event will benefit victims of natural calamities. There will be raffles and 

awards to the Best Dressed Guests. 

Visit : www.ntaaca.org for tickets and reservations. Limited guests for the first 300 

reserved! 

The Asian American Cultural Association was formed in 1986 as a means to create and 

maintain a spirit of understanding and alliance amongst all Asian American 

Communities in the Dallas Fort Worth Area. In 2006 our organization’s name was 

modified to North Texas Asian American Cultural Association. Leadership  HYPERLINK 

"http://ntaaca.org/officers-and-board-members/"➜ 

 

Vision 

Building a vibrant community in the DFW area through strength in diversity of Asian 

American cultures and traditions. 

Our community message: “Different traditions, one mission” 

 

Mission Statements 

Create and Maintain a spirit of understanding and alliance amongst Asian American 

Communities in the DFW area 

Increase awareness of the rich cultural heritage of all Asian-Americans by holding high 

visibility social and cultural events 



Promote unity amongst the association’s members in the bonds of friendship, good 

fellowship, and mutual understanding by providing means for different groups to reach 

out to each other and the community 

Improving communications by sharing interests and concerns for mutual growth and 

benefit 

Provide scholarship funds for educational welfare and academic excellence of AA 

students 

  

History 

In the last decade, the DFW area has undergone a major demographic change with an 

influx of Asian Americans into the North Texas area. Currently, there are over 250,000 

Asian Americans residing in the DFW metropolis. With growth, there is a need for one 

collective voice and a mechanism to show the cultural diversity we bring to the local 

communities. The organization was formed in 2006 as Asian American Cultural 

Association to bring Asian Americans together and provide leadership in cultural, 

educational, social and economic areas. NTAACA seeks to bring out the maximum 

potential of all people in our communities, and seeks to build a better world for all races. 

A 501(c)(3) Non Profit Orgnization ID# 45-0558575 

Copyright © 2016 North Texas Asian American Cultural Association 
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Houston Filipino Street Festival 

October 29, 2016 
FYP's largest event of the year will be a celebration of the 

Filipino Street Festival. 

It will be held at the Bayou City Pavillion at 9401 Knight Rd in Houston on Saturday, 

October 29. 

The event will begin at 12 Noon and go until 6pm. 

For more information, please visit: 

http://www.fyphouston.com 


