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By Gina Villanueva, Associate Editor 

 

Lawyer Manuel Luna alleges that Neil Llamanzares, husband of independent presidential 

candidate Sen. Grace Poe, could possibly be a deportable alien. 

Team Galing at Puso spokesman Rex Gatchalian insisted that Llamanzares is a natural born 

Filipino. 

Luna said Llamanzares has not acquired dual citizenship and there is no record proving that he 

has a work visa since he moved to the Philippines. 

"He has to clear his name, considering that he is claiming to be dual or a Filipino when, in fact 

he is an American." (Source:CNN Philippines) 

Meanwhile, Open Source Investigations website banners that "Neil Lllamanzares' biggest secret: 

Grace Poe's husband is a former NSA and CIA contractor" 

It goes on to say: Neil Llamanzares, the potential First Gentleman of the Philippines, is not only 

an American military man, but also a former US intelligence contractor. 

As an employee of the largest private intelligence service in the world, SAIC (Science 

Applications International Corporation), Grace Poe's husband was doing specialized work for 

NSA, CIA and DIA; tracking foreign communications on the Internet, feeding disinformation to 

the foreign press, integrating classified information gathered by the major US intelligence 

agencies worldwide. 

At least from 2004 to 2006, as long as he worked for SAIC, the state of the Philippines was one 

of Llamanzares' targets. 

 Llamanzares' American Projects 

In the verified answer submitted to the Sente Electoral Tribunal, Grace Poe said she returned to 

the Philippines in May 2005 while her husband "stayed in the USA to finish pending projects 

and to arrange for the sale of the family home there." 

  



That was a partial truth in Grace Poe's web of lies. 

 Neil Llamanzares did stay in the US until May 2006. He did sell their million dollar mansion. 

And he did have very important projects to finish. But both Grace Poe and her husband kept the 

nature of those projects secret. 

And that's because the Philippine presidential candidate's husband is a former US Intelligence 

contractor. 

The largest intelligence service in the world 

Neil Llamanzares stayed in the US to work for the largest private intelligence in the world, 

SAIC. 

SAIC has a symbiotic relationship with the National Security Agency (NSA).  For years, SAIC 

was NSA's largest contractor, earning the nickname "NSA West" inside the intelligence 

community. 

SAIC also does a huge amount of work for the CIA, where it is among the top five contractors, 

and is deeply involved in the operations of all the major US intelligence agencies (Defense 

Intelligence Agency - DIA, Office of the Director of National Intelligence -ODNI, National 

Reconnaisance Office - NRO). 

In March 2007, Donald Bartlett and James B. Steele published a profile in Vanity Fair.  Two 

times Pulitzer Prize winners, Bartlett and Steele are two of the most important investigation 

journalists in the history of American media. 

Bartlett and Steele's flagship article called "Washington's $8 Billion Shadow"  

http://www.vanityfair.com/ refers precisely to the period in which Neil Llamanzares worked for 

SAIC (2004-2006). 

According to their investigation, SAIC "the largest government contractor you've never heard 

of," is a fraternal twin of the intelligence establishment. 

SAIC is the invisible hand behind a huge portion of the national security state. 

If the CIA needs an outside expert to quietly check its employees, it calls on SAIC. 

"SAIC, the investigation journalists revealed, is a body shop which sells human beings who have 

a particular expertise -- expertise about weapons, about homeland security, about surveillance, 

about computer systems, about information dominance and information warfare." 

From 2004-2006, just before his move to the Philippines, Neil Llamanzares was supplied by 

SAIC as an Area Manager/Systems Architect to the US intelligence agencies. 

 



SAIC's man from the Philippines 

The home base of SAIC was San Diego, but the company's main office is in McLean Virginia. 

Langley, the home of the headquarters of the CIA, is a suburb of McLean. 

Herndon, the American home of the Llamanzares family is just 20 minutes by car from McLean. 

With his military background (as revealed by OSI - US Air Force Office of Special 

Investigations, Grace Poe's husband served for several years in the US Air Force 

http://www.opensourceinvestigations.com/. 

Neil Llamanzares fits perfectly the profile of a SAIC employee. Most of the company's staff 

members hold security clearances. 

The few civilians at SAIC used to joke that the company had so many military men it could start 

its own war. 

SAIC employs large numbers of former CIA and NSA officials. A company with deep ties to the 

intelligence and national security community, SAIC's culture has always had a military cast to it. 

Employees are expected to follow orders. 

In 2005, when Lllamanzares family decided that Neil should stay in the US "to finish pending 

projects," SAIC was the contractor for the following top secret projects: 

- NSA's Trailblazer - a new computer system able to store, sort and give meaning to the 

massive volume of telephone, email, and other electronic communications that NSA intercepts 

worldwide, including the Philippines 

- DIA and CIA's Office of Strategic Influence - a program designed to feed disinformation to 

the foreign press, including the Philippines 

- DIA's Joint Intelligence Operation Center - a worldwide group of joint intelligence 

organizations that gather, interpret, and act on information collected by DIA and its sister 

agencies, NSA, NGA and NRO, including from the Philippines. (Source: Open Source 

Investigations) 

  

Facebook post 

In his Facebook post published recently, Professor Antonio Contreras of La Salle queries, "Grace 

Poe said that her husband is willing to renounce his US citizenship if she wins. Let us forget for a 

moment that this reeks of opportunism, and just focus on the legal implications of this. Teodoro 

Misael (Niel) Llamanzares is solely a US citizen now. He could not even vote for Grace Poe." 

  



"It is a given fact that serving in the US military automatically naturalizes any foreign national. 

Serving in the US military requires one to swear an oath of loyalty ONLY to the United States of 

America." 

  

"There is only one way out: Repudiate this woman on May 9. Let her straighten her documents 

as a private citizen, and spare the country from the burden, the confusion and uncertainly and the 

lies." (Source: PinoyTrending News) 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

EDCA takes effect; US holds Philippine military bases 

April 25, 2016 

By: Yashika F. Torib, Manila Bureau Senior Correspondent 

 

A comprehensive agreement signed by the Department of Defense with the United States 

military has already come into fruition as US forces have recently set camp on five military bases 

in the Philippines. 

The Enhanced Defense Cooperation Agreement (EDCA), which was signed in January between 

Defense Secretary Voltaire Gazmin and US Ambassador to the Philippines Philip Goldberg, 

allows for an increased American presence in the country while giving the Philippine military 

access to American ships and planes. 

The 10-year military cooperation also allows the United States to build military facilities, station 

personnel, planes and ships on existing Philippine military bases. 

During his visit in Manila, U.S. Defense Secretary Ashton Carter confirmed that American 

troops will rotate in five Philippine bases to protect wider interests in the region. This includes 

Antonio Bautista Air Base, Fort Magsaysay, Lumbia Air Base, Basa Air Base, and Mactan-

Benito Ebuen Air Base. 

Carter added that more bases would accommodate their men in the future. 

“That’s the beginning,” Carter said to reporters. “The agreement provides for more sites in the 

future – so there will be more but these are just the five initial sites. (It) will allow for a rotational 

presence of U.S. forces to operate with and out of the Philippines in support of... friends and 

allies in the region in defense, not only of our own interests but in our wider interests,” he said. 

The signing and implementation of EDCA forms part of the U.S.-Philippine cooperation in its 

campaign against the aggressive and hostile moves of China in claiming its alleged rights over 

the West Philippine Sea. 



China, for the past several months, has already built artificial islands in more than 2,000 acres of 

sea bottom that the Philippines and other Asian neighboring countries are considering as their 

own. 

“China’s actions are causing anxiety and raising regional tensions. Countries across the Asia-

Pacific are voicing concern with China’s land reclamation, which stands out in size and scope, as 

well as its militarization in the South China Sea,” Carter said during a visit to the Malacañan 

Palace. 

While the United States assert freedom of navigation at the said international waters, China has 

angrily condemned the U.S. naval and air missions close to their reclaimed islands. 

In fact, China is already building a floating nuclear power station that could be used to power 

construction work and defense at the said disputed waters. 

Such move is expected to increase tension in the region. 

China revealed that it is starting to build two platforms of nuclear plants with the final assembly 

on its last stages. 

A senior Chinese official said that the first reactor will be ready for use by 2019 and can “power 

offshore oil and gas drilling, and island development.” 

  

Read more: 

• STARS AND STRIPES http://www.stripes.com/news/use-of- HYPERLINK "http://www.stripes.com/news/use-of-5-

bases-just-beginning-of-increased-us-presence-in-philippines-carter-says-1.404250" HYPERLINK 

"http://www.stripes.com/news/use-of-5-bases-just-beginning-of-increased-us-presence-in-philippines-carter-says-

1.404250" HYPERLINK "http://www.stripes.com/news/use-of-5-bases-just-beginning-of-increased-us-presence-in-

philippines-carter-says-1.404250"5 HYPERLINK "http://www.stripes.com/news/use-of-5-bases-just-beginning-of-

increased-us-presence-in-philippines-carter-says-1.404250" HYPERLINK "http://www.stripes.com/news/use-of-5-

bases-just-beginning-of-increased-us-presence-in-philippines-carter-says-1.404250" HYPERLINK 

"http://www.stripes.com/news/use-of-5-bases-just-beginning-of-increased-us-presence-in-philippines-carter-says-

1.404250"-bases-just-beginning-of-increased-us-presence-in-philippines-carter-says- HYPERLINK 

"http://www.stripes.com/news/use-of-5-bases-just-beginning-of-increased-us-presence-in-philippines-carter-says-

1.404250"  HYPERLINK "http://www.stripes.com/news/use-of-5-bases-just-beginning-of-increased-us-presence-in-

philippines-carter-says-1.404250"HYPERLINK "http://www.stripes.com/news/use-of-5-bases-just-beginning-of-

increased-us-presence-in-philippines-carter-says-1.404250" HYPERLINK "http://www.stripes.com/news/use-of-5-

bases-just-beginning-of-increased-us-presence-in-philippines-carter-says-1.404250"1.404250 

  

• NEW YORK TIMES http://www.nytimes.com/ HYPERLINK 

"http://www.nytimes.com/2016/04/15/world/asia/south-china-sea-philippines-us-naval-patrols.html?_r=0" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.nytimes.com/2016/04/15/world/asia/south-china-sea-philippines-us-naval-

patrols.html?_r=0" HYPERLINK "http://www.nytimes.com/2016/04/15/world/asia/south-china-sea-philippines-us-



naval-patrols.html?_r=0"2016 HYPERLINK "http://www.nytimes.com/2016/04/15/world/asia/south-china-sea-

philippines-us-naval-patrols.html?_r=0" HYPERLINK "http://www.nytimes.com/2016/04/15/world/asia/south-

china-sea-philippines-us-naval-patrols.html?_r=0" HYPERLINK 

"http://www.nytimes.com/2016/04/15/world/asia/south-china-sea-philippines-us-naval-patrols.html?_r=0"/ 

HYPERLINK "http://www.nytimes.com/2016/04/15/world/asia/south-china-sea-philippines-us-naval-

patrols.html?_r=0" HYPERLINK "http://www.nytimes.com/2016/04/15/world/asia/south-china-sea-philippines-us-

naval-patrols.html?_r=0" HYPERLINK "http://www.nytimes.com/2016/04/15/world/asia/south-china-sea-

philippines-us-naval-patrols.html?_r=0"04 HYPERLINK "http://www.nytimes.com/2016/04/15/world/asia/south-

china-sea-philippines-us-naval-patrols.html?_r=0" HYPERLINK 

"http://www.nytimes.com/2016/04/15/world/asia/south-china-sea-philippines-us-naval-patrols.html?_r=0" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.nytimes.com/2016/04/15/world/asia/south-china-sea-philippines-us-naval-

patrols.html?_r=0"/ HYPERLINK "http://www.nytimes.com/2016/04/15/world/asia/south-china-sea-philippines-us-

naval-patrols.html?_r=0" HYPERLINK "http://www.nytimes.com/2016/04/15/world/asia/south-china-sea-

philippines-us-naval-patrols.html?_r=0" HYPERLINK "http://www.nytimes.com/2016/04/15/world/asia/south-

china-sea-philippines-us-naval-patrols.html?_r=0"15 HYPERLINK 

"http://www.nytimes.com/2016/04/15/world/asia/south-china-sea-philippines-us-naval-patrols.html?_r=0" 

HYPERLINK "http://www.nytimes.com/2016/04/15/world/asia/south-china-sea-philippines-us-naval-

patrols.html?_r=0" HYPERLINK "http://www.nytimes.com/2016/04/15/world/asia/south-china-sea-philippines-us-

naval-patrols.html?_r=0"/world/asia/south-china-sea-philippines-us-naval-patrols.html?_r= HYPERLINK 

"http://www.nytimes.com/2016/04/15/world/asia/south-china-sea-philippines-us-naval-patrols.html?_r=0"  

HYPERLINK "http://www.nytimes.com/2016/04/15/world/asia/south-china-sea-philippines-us-naval-

patrols.html?_r=0"HYPERLINK "http://www.nytimes.com/2016/04/15/world/asia/south-china-sea-philippines-us-

naval-patrols.html?_r=0" HYPERLINK "http://www.nytimes.com/2016/04/15/world/asia/south-china-sea-

philippines-us-naval-patrols.html?_r=0"0 

  

• INTL BUSINESS TIMES http://www.ibtimes.com/chinas-floating-nuclear-power-plants-could-be-used-fuel-

construction-defense-disputed- HYPERLINK "http://www.ibtimes.com/chinas-floating-nuclear-power-plants-could-

be-used-fuel-construction-defense-disputed-2357903"  HYPERLINK "http://www.ibtimes.com/chinas-floating-

nuclear-power-plants-could-be-used-fuel-construction-defense-disputed-2357903"HYPERLINK 

"http://www.ibtimes.com/chinas-floating-nuclear-power-plants-could-be-used-fuel-construction-defense-disputed-

2357903" HYPERLINK "http://www.ibtimes.com/chinas-floating-nuclear-power-plants-could-be-used-fuel-

construction-defense-disputed-2357903"2357903 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Marcos "ill-gotten" wealth: fact, or farce? (Part 1 of 4) 

April 25, 2016 

By Gina Villanueva, Associate Editor 

 

Let us revisit history on the alleged "ill-gotten" wealth of the late, and deposed (by who?) 

Philippines President Ferdinand E. Marcos. 

Maharlika.  Nobility. 



That was the name of this (Philippines) archipelago of 7,000-odd islands, in the pre-Hispanic 

times. 

Brief history and timeline 

1866-1898:  Prince Julian Macleod Tallano (Taleano) was the original titleholder of OCT 01-04 

in 1864. Original Certificate of Title 01-4 Protocol. 

The number 01 refers to the One Nation, known as Maharlika. 

The number 4 refers to the original four regions of this nation: 1) Luzon, 2) Visayas, 3) 

Mindanao, and 4) Palawan. 

Tallano has been frequenting the Vatican. 

1934:  Under Pope Pius XII, the Vatican negotiated with the member of the Filipino Royal 

Family, the Christian Tallano clan in Maharlika. 

An agreement was reached that 640,000 metric tons of the Tallano gold would be LENT to the 

Pope. This was part of the gold accumulated by the South Asian Srivijayan/Madjapahit Empire 

during its glorious reign of 900 years. 

1939:  Two members of the Tallano family and Roman Catholic priest, Father Jose Antonio Diaz 

( who also went by the name Col. Severino Sta. Romana -- but we would look into this, in 

another piece, in the future) brought the gold from Kota Kinabalu, Sabah to the Vatican. 

Then, Father Diaz returned home to Maharlika and resided in Cabanatuan City. 

After WW2, he facilitated the safe return of the 640,000 metric tons of gold from the Vatican to 

the Maharlika. 

Manuel Acuna Roxas, a relative of the Acuna/Tagean/Tallano clan, then a congressman, and 

Bishop Enrique Sobrepena Sr., in the presence of Atty. Lorenzo Tanada, received the gold in 

Manila. 

The young attorney, Ferdinand E. Marcos was allegedly involved in the return of the gold. By all 

accounts, researchers say that it was Marcos and Diaz who shared in the enormous 30% 

commission at about 192,000 tons of gold, valued at US$4 trillion way back in 2006 (and more, 

in today's gold), for handling this transaction. 

(Sidebar: Prince Julian Mcleod Tallano (brother of Queen Victoria) is the father of the man, later 

known as Jose Rizal, the national hero of the Republic of the Philippines. But we will dwell on 

this, another historical fact, in another separate piece.) 



A lease agreement was made between the Tallano clan and the Maharlika government. A total of 

640,000 metric tons of gold was deposited in the newly opened Central Bank of the Maharlika to 

comply with its requirement for gold reserve. 

Under the terms of the contract, the Central Bank became the holder of that gold. The lease 

agreement will expire in 2005. 

The Tallano Foundation has given notice of the termination of the 50-year lease following the 

additional 5-year discretionary period on December 31, 2006 but remains unable to obtain an 

inventory of this asset even though the Central Bank (now Bangko Sentral Pilipinas) is no longer 

entitled to hold the gold. 

Having earned the trust and confidence of Father Dias, the Tallano clan made Diaz the main 

negotiator and trustee of their gold. 

Father Diaz, in turn, hired the services of Atty. Ferdinand E. Marcos, then a highly recommended 

brilliant young lawyer who attained notoriety when he successfully defended himself in the 

"Nalundasan Case" in 1939. 

The Tallano clan paid a generous commission of 30% in gold, to Father Diaz and Attorney 

Marcos from the principal of 640,000 metric tons. 

1949:  The two richest men in the world were Father Jose Antonio Diaz and Atty. Ferdinand E. 

Marcos. Between the two of them, they have LEGITIMATELY earned, and owned 192,000 

metric tons of gold -- from the Tallano clan, and the Maharlika government. 

Marcos withdrew their share of the gold from Central Bank and minted it "RP-CB." 

Sometime later, Father Diaz and Attorney Marcos brought their gold to the Swiss Bank 

Corporation, in Zurich, Switzerland. 

The remaining 400,000 metric tons of Tallano gold, owned by Prince Lacan Acuna MacLeod 

Tallano, son of Rajah Soliman Tagean, and grandson  of Maharajah Luisong Tagean -- is in the 

third floor basement of the Central Bank minting plant, in East Avenue, Quezon City. (Part 2: 

Unexplained losses) 

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

 

 



The DUTERTE FEVER: Sales Pitch or True Promise? 

April 19, 2016 

By RIDERGIRL Manila 

 

With 4,000 randomly selected registered voters nationwide (out of the 54.6M projected voters of 

the coming May 2016 Philippine Elections), Davao Mayor, Atty. Rodrigo Roa Duterte had the 

solo lead of 30% support  from respondents in the last PULSE ASIA Survey from the period 

March 29 to April 3, 2016 over period contender Senator Grace Poe-Llamanzares with 25%. 

  

Dubbed as the ‘Dirty Harry’ of the Philippines and now by some as the ‘Filipino Donald Trump’ 

because of his antics, unique (or uniquely irritating) charisma, string of profanities out of his 

mouth and shocking concepts like killing can be good for a country or give up the Spratlys Fight 

to China in exchange for railways construction and that he would allow the Founder of the 

Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP), Jomari Sison who was he has been classified as a 

"person supporting terrorism" by the United States to come home from exile as well as hailing 

the New People’s Army group (the armed wing of the CCP). 

  

As fiercely as many people love him, there are also those who are curious and already 

questioning in need of more concrete answers to the question, “how will he do it?” (referring to 

‘stopping’ or ‘suppressing’ crime  in the country, altogether two different meanings) as prevalent 

discussions in social media. 

 

At the onset of Duterte’s holding back on joining the presidential race by filing his Certificate of 

Candidacy as Mayor again of Davao City until he changed his mind and got the place instead of  

then PDP-Laban standard bearer, Martin Dino, the public’s curiosity about the man who 

‘promises the impossible’ grew to a thousand fold and changed from simple curiosity to 

admiration even if the followers are still not given a concrete and solid platform that would 

explain why Duterte can succeed within the six-month period he swore to do.  Duterte memes 

are scattered all over social media depicting his wild anecdotes as well as excerpts from the 

concluded Presidential Debates where he is shown lambasting fellow candidates beyond tact but 

yet elicited humongous applauses and laughter from the very entertained crowd. 

  

There was also a depiction of the Mayor as Superman; clearly showing that he was able to catch 

on fully to the Filipino’s penchant for super hero images and the desire to be ‘saved’ by one 

someday.  This  innate desire is deeply rooted in Filipino culture hence the huge fan base of 

stories like ‘Darna’ or ‘Panday’ or even ‘Captain Barbel’.  With this mindset, hoards of followers 

support his candidacy by producing campaign materials straight out of their own pockets like an 

investment; help Duterte today, live well tomorrow.  They are thankful that he did not accept 



campaign donations from huge companies or personality based groups because he said once that, 

“I will not be indebted to any of them”. 

  

And then comes the news that he admits that the initial funding for his campaign was supported 

by an ‘unknown Chinese donor’. 

All of these can be thought of as a Sales Pitch disguised as a promise; it is merely stating all the 

benefits without the ‘how tos’  to back it up. 

 

His rise was phenomenal, messianic even with huge numbers of supporters.  The Filipinos can 

only wish that we do not anymore do the same mistake we did by voting for President Benigno 

Aquino III which in the last 2010 Elections had won by a plurality.  The increased clamor for 

Noynoy to run for President was brought about by the death of his mother, the late President 

Corazon Aquino and was known as the “Noynoy Phenomenon”,  had an astounding lead in all 

poll surveys and eventually won. 

  

The Philippines can only hope that it is not wrong again this time. 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

Insights 

 

Cardinal Sin's 'people power' (aka EDSA revolution) - Part 

1 of 4 
By Gina Villanueva, Associate Editor 

 

Complicity in EDSA revolution 

In his book, 'The Marcos Legacy Revisited - Raiders of the Lost Gold,' published in 1998, in 

Makati City, Philippines -- Erick A. San Juan, a prominent civic leader, anti-Communist political 

activist, author, and journalist -- says he became acquainted, and became friends with a political 

officer (another term for CIA at that time), James Brandon Foley of the US Embassy in Manila. 

  

Foley disclosed that there was a secret operation plan to oust Marcos, and that men like Joe 

Concepcion of RFM and the Ayalas were being used as conduits to access the smooth flow of 

funds to finally bring an end to the Marcos authoritarian government. 

  

San Juan recalls that Foley mentioned the involvement of Cardinal Jaime Sin, whose role was to 

draw a large crowd of supporters and sympathizers in the event that a blocking force was needed. 

  



Sin is an expert in the Gramsci-type of Marxism, (which is 'cultural hegemony,' or, indirect 

imperial dominance). 

  

This was confirmed by Dr. John Coleman in his expose 'The Violation of the Christian Church,' 

where he stated that Sin's Radio Veritas 'speaks out Communist propaganda in 13 languages all 

throughout Asia, using Liberation Theology to destroy the moral fiber of the large number of 

Catholics. 

 

Sin believes in the Marxist principle that 'Religion is the opium of the masses.' 

  

He exploited the tactic to the hilt and succeeded in what was dubbed 'people power' mass action. 

  

As acknowledged by Coleman, 'Cardinal Sin of the Philippines worked diligently to overthrow 

the government of President Marcos.' 

  

He was ably assisted by a former executive of the World Council of Churches, Jovito Salonga. 

  

Jovito Salonga was brought back to the Philippines under escort of the US State Department 

(CDC Report, October 1988). 

  

Although this did not materialize because of Salonga's poor health, Coleman was still partly 

correct. 

Another fellow Protestant filled his shoes: Fidel V. Ramos (a West Point graduate), who has 

quite successfully negotiated peace with the Communists! 

  

Proof of US pressure 

Preceding Marcos' announcement of the snap election (dictated by the globalists), he was already 

pressured by the US, and "acceded" to their request. 

  

Everything really hinged on the Marcos gold, San Juan says. 

The Trilateral Commission, through chairman David Rockefeller, and member George Shultz, 

were convinced they were conned by President Marcos. 

  

This being so, the Trilateralists did everything to pressure Marcos, to de-stabilize his one-man 

rule, cut his source of funding, and even blackmail him (the Dovie Beams affair). 

  

A part of the globalists' notorious activities were documented by David Smith of the US-based 

Newswatch magazine, in August 1987: "representatives from Indonesia and the Philippines went 

to Jonathan May (ex-World Bank head) and stated that agents from the Chase Manhattan Bank 

and other banks said they would 'forgive' the loans and interests if certain conditions were met, 



including, 1) eliminate their National Currency;  2) Dollar-denominate their new money system;  

3) use a debit card system instead of currency system; and  4) give the bankers perpetual rights 

over all natural resources. 

  

Ferdinand Marcos of the Philippines refused to accept. 

He "was deposed very shortly after." 

  

Marcos eventually gave in to the globalists' proposal for a snap election, using veteran 'ambush 

interview' expert Ted Koppel of CBS. 

  

Clever as he was, Marcos did not reveal that prior to his interview with Koppel, he had already 

conducted a secret survey of the electorate. 

  

Despite the adverse media hype launched against him, Marcos was confident of a re-election. 

  

However, Jim Foley (who was later transferred to Algiers) disclosed that the real agenda was not 

the snap election; rather it was to persuade Marcos to sign a document attesting to the fact that 

his gold bars and other precious metals deposited at Fort Knox and other depositories of the 

world would be under the guardianship of the Trilateral Commission, and a certain percentage 

would be given to the Philippine Government in the form of an investment loan from the World 

Bank. 

  

The document was subsequently hand-carried by US Ambassador-at-Large Phillip Habib, which 

Marcos refused to sign. 

Marcos felt that the war loot (which was remolded into gold bars bearing the Central Bank of the 

Philippines seal) must be given to the Filipino people. (Part 2 - US-based snap election). 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Editorial 

 

May 9: Electorate on tenterhooks 

 
As the frontrunner in Pulse Asia Survey with 34%, Rodrigo "Digong' Duterte emerges as the 

most preferred candidate for president in the National Capital Region (NCR). 

  

Of late, he has met with Iglesia ni Cristo (INC that normally carries clout in the elections 

outcome) leaders on Friday, April 22, telling reporters there were no commitments from them, 

just a discussion of "ano ang mabuti sa Pilipinas (what is good for the Philippines)." 



   

Reports have it that Jong Mangudadatu, former mayor of Buluan in Maguindanao supports 

Duterte albeit his family are members of the Liberal Party. 

   

Digong tells off both envoys of the US and Australia following their criticism of his rape joke 

involving an Australian missionary. 

   

He announces that if elected President, Digong plans on severing ties with both countries. 

   

Though outrageous and ludicrous it may be, it is but human nature, it seems that Duterte bears all 

the flak especially during election campaign season -- the mudslinging, character assassination, 

slander, etc. This, only during election season, and at no other time. 

   

In an Update.PH  piece by Joel Dizon, Davao City Mayor Rodrigo Duterte's spokesman Peter 

Lavina told ABS-CBN News Channel (ANC) that if elected to the presidency, Duterte would 

seek re-evaluation of US-PHP relationship. 

   

One probable reason of Duterte's  coldness stems from a personal experience in Davao when a 

captured American bombing suspect was spirited away by the US Embassy. 

   

Lavina says that while Digong supports multilateral efforts to solve West Philippine Sea (South 

China Sea) dispute, the mayor is open for bilateral solution, adding that eventually, "we need 

China's investment and technology" to help our country. 

  

Is this Digong's justification to a rumored "financial aid" he received from China? 

   

Francis Isaac and Joy Aceron, in February, write in Rappler, that Duterte remains a serious 

contender, prompting people to wonder why. 

  

The unorthodox Digong phenomenon, columnist Antonio Montalvan attributes to the widespread 

public frustration over the "systematic thievery by government officials," and "divisive bickering 

among politicians." 

  

Proof of the Pudding 

How accurate, how radically different, and what assurances does the maverick Digong present? 

   

Firstly, journalist Carmen Pedrosa describes Digong as "not part of the elite, a poor man (who) 

had governed Davao well," as opposed to Roxas who is "both a political and wealthy oligarch." 

   

Poor? But not fully removed from the Duterte dynasty. 



   

In fact, the Duterte family is closely related to the Duranos and Almendrases, which are two of 

the most powerful political clans in Cebu province. Digong's own father, Vicente Duterte was 

even at one point mayor of Davao City, before moving to Davao where he served as governor 

from 1959 to 1965. The son eventually followed in the footsteps of the senior Duterte - 

becoming the mayor of Davao City for more than two decades. His brother Benjamin, was a one-

time councilor of Davao City. The current vice-mayor is Duterte's son Pablo. And when Digong 

temporarily vacated the mayoralty post in 2010, his eldest daughter Inday Sara succeeded him, 

and is now eyeing a second term. 

  

It is no surprise, therefore, that Digong is not in favor of the Anti-Political Dynasty bill, which he 

claims, could narrow the electorate's choice and curtail freedom of expression. 

   

Of course, Digong deserves commendation for his open criticism of the rulers in Manila. 

Unfortunately, he sees no reason for curbing dynastic power, which is one of the enduring 

hallmarks of elite rule in the Philippines. 

  

   

Speaking with Rappler's Maria Ressa, Duterte said that Philippine politics today is largely 

"decided by two ruling elites: the sugar block of the south, and the sugar block of Central 

Luzon." 

   

PDP-Laban president Sen. Aquilino Pimentel III said Wednesday that Duterte would see to it 

that Mindanao gets a fair share of the national income towards its economic development, noting 

that in the P3-Trillion 2016 national budget, Mindanao gets only 14 percent compared to the 33 

percent for Metro Manila and 9 percent for the Visayas. 

   

This, he said, reflects the lopsided distribution of national sources partly explaining the 

prevalence of poverty in Mindanao. 

   

Other features of Duterte's economic platform is the establishment of more growth centers across 

the country towards job creation, and set up P1-billion small capital fund per region to encourage 

enterpreneurship. 

   

To boost regional development, Digong plans on moving national departments outside the 

National Capital Region, with the Department of Agriculture to be situated in Mindanao. 

   

A six-phased railway system straddling the whole of Mindanao, covering approximately 2,000 

km is eyed, at a total cost of P78 billion. 

  



Modern healthcare will also be accessed by Visayas and Mindanao consituency through the 

establishment of specialized hospital care for heart, lung, and kidney ailments for the two 

islands. 

   

Secondly, Digong brought development to Davao City crediting him for "transforming Davao 

into an award-winning city" leading to its economic boom, transitioning from "one of the most 

violent places in the whole country" to a truly vibrant and progressive city. 

   

Thirdly,  in Davao, no one is above the law. When asked by Maria Ressa, Duterte's reply was 

swift and to the point, "(We) just follow the law, and if the policy is there, we honor it. And that's 

it." Local legislations include a total firecracker ban, no smoking in public places, and a 30 km 

speed limit; Women Development Code, aimed at upholdiing the rights of women, belief in their 

worth and dignity as human beings. 

   

Fourthly, Digong can replicate what he has done in Davao, nationwide. Davao has reduced its 

crime rate from 20% to 80%. when he first assumed office in 1988, the new mayor ideologically 

motivated and fought for power. 

   

Digong, the unorthodox, the "dirty Harry," the "Pinoy Donald Trump"  -- was the man that 

Davao precisely needed at a time of extreme political violence. 

   

Finally, the questions to be asked by the electorate on tenterhooks, should be: 

   

How different is present-day Philippines from Davao City of the 1980s? 

   

Are you facing unmitigated political violence on the streets? 

   

Is there a complete breakdown of law and order throughout the country? 

   

Are there New People's Army (Marxist NPA) at the outskirts of Manila, ready to pounce on the 

nation's capital and launch their final assault on Malacanang? 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

Straight Talk 

By Ed Libranda 

 

Two more weeks and its national elections 
Yes, two more weeks before the Filipino people elect its president, 12 senators, and local 

officials. 



  

But the political drama is now centered on the presidentiables. We have read and seen 

mudslinging among the wannabes. VP Binay with his graft and corruption case with the 

Ombudsman (jt has not reached the Sandiganbayan yet), although his son, former Makati Mayor 

Junjun Binay is not awaiting the Sandiganbayan to hear his case. 

  

Former DILG Mar Roxas is being accused by no less than the Davao City Mayor Rodrigo 

Duterte of his dereliction of duties as DOTC secretary. Former MRT Manager, Atty. Vitangcol, 

who is facing charges of graft and corruption with the Ombudsman, revealed that Roxas 

manipulated the maintenance contract to favor one supplier. 

  

Duterte, with his big mouth, has been accused of his insensitivity to the plight of the senior 

citizens, and recently his narrative about an Australian woman who was gang-rapes and killed by 

the Davao City Jail prisoners sometime in 1989. 

  

Senator Grace Poe, as usual, is accused of having turned her back against the Filipino people 

when she left for the United States and later on became a naturalized citizen. But the Supreme 

Court has decided this case with a 9-6 majority decision absolving Poe of all the charges leveled 

against her by the Commission on Elections (Comelec) and other prominent lawyers. 

  

If one would follow the day to day episode of all the campaign trail by the presidentiables, one 

would make an observation that inspite of all the pronouncements of Mayor Duterte's penchant 

for killing criminals, is this not a clear case of extra judicial killings? 

  

Will the Davao City Mayor maintain his first place in a poll survey conducted by Pulse Asia for 

trhe second week of April? Lets wait for the last survey of SWS and Pulse Asia one week before 

the national elections. 

  

Whoever comes first in the last survey to be conducted one week before the elections, would 

have an edge over the rest of the presidential candidates. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

News at a Glance 

 

US recon airship in PHP 
US envoy to the Philippines Philip Goldberg told CNN Philippines the US is providing the 

country with military aid worth USD42 million, and a  reconnaisance airship --  to boost the 

Philippines' maritime surveillance, equipped with sensors on ships, and an aerostat blimp (non-

rigid airship) in the air to see into the maritime space. 

  



This was first reported by US Defense secretary Ashton Carter, to the Council of Foreign 

Relations (CFR)  in New York, April 8, prior to his Asia-Pacific trip. (Source: Update.PHP -

Graciel Ortega) 
  

  
US military personnel to remain in PHP 
After Balikatan war games, some 200 American airmen, 75 US military personnel, mostly 

Marines, will remain in the Philippines, "to help build our interoperability and improve the 

Philippine Navy even as these patrols contribute to the safety and security of the region's 

waters," US Defense secretary Ashton Carter said. 

  

There is going to be regular, periodic presence here, of American forces, but it may change in its 

nature, and timing and duration depending on what we and the Filipinos decide is optimal, he 

added. (Source: UPdate.PH) 
  

  

US Air Contingent flight to West Philippine Sea 
The newly established American Air Contingent in the Philippines have conducted first air and 

maritime situational awareness flight mission to West Philippine Sea at Panatag (Scarborough 

Shoal) or Bajo de Masinloc April 19. 

  

Following the conclusion of Balikatan war games, the US Pacific Air force (PACAF) aircraft 

that were left in the Philippines include five A-10 Thunderbolt ii attack aricraft, three HH-60G 

Pave Hawk search and rescue helicopters, and one MC-130H Combat Talon II special operations 

aricraft. They comprise the present American Air Contingent in the Philippines. 

  

They are conducting operations ranging from air and maritime domain awareness, personnel 

recovery, combating piracy, and assuring all nations have access to air and sea domains 

throughout the region in accordance with International law. (source: Update.PH) 
  

  

MRT Line 7 starts 
The much-awaited construction of the Metro Rail Transit Line 7 (MRT-7) kicked 

offWwednesday, to be constructed by Korean heavy industry company Hyundai Rotem. 

  

It is earmarked to cost Php69.30-billion to include the development of a 23-km railway system 

with 14 stations from North Avenue, Quezon City to San Jose del Monte City, Bulacan, passing 

through Commonwealth Avenue and Quirino Highway in Novaliches. 

  

Initially, it is expected to accommodate 350,000 daily passengers, and ultimately 800,000 -- 

mostly residents from Novaliches, Quezon City and Caloocan City, Bulacan, and neighboring 

areas in the north, who are expected to benefit from a faster commute in lesser time. 
   



It will serve commuters who ply the heavily-congested Commonwealth Avenue area for work and 

school on a daily basis, at a lesser time. 

  

The project expects completion in 2020. (Source: PNA) 

  

  
After May 9 elections, China optimistic 
With the Philippines' May 9 elections, the Chinese government is optimistic that a new government 

will have better policies toward China-PHP relations amid West Philippine Sea dispute. 

  

We hope for an adoption of positive, well-thought policies toward China, properly deal with relevant 

disputes, and improve bilateral relations with concrete actions, declared Chinese Foreign Ministry 

spokesperson Hua Chunying April 21 in a news conference. 

  

He added that the Philippines and China are also close neighbors separated by sea, and only natural 

for them to maintain amicable and cooperative relations that serve the interests of the two peoples. 

(Source: Update.PH) 

  

  
Duterte: first left-leaning president 

GMA News Online quotes Davao City Mayor Rodrigo Duterte, PDP-Laban Presidential 

candidate and survey frontrunner, as saying he will be the first left-leaning President, if elected. 

He qualifies that he's not an NPA (New People's Army) affiliated because he is for democracy. 

  

NPA is the armed wing of the Communist Party of the Philippines.He says he was a member of 

Bayan, though. (Bayan is an acronym for Bagong Alyansang Makabayan, an alliance of militant 

organizations adhering to National Democracy, based on Marxism-Leninism-Maoism and 

believes the Philippines is rich of natural resources Filipino people are deprived of; the history of 

the Philippines is of class struggle; imperialism, feudalism and bureaucratic capitalism is the root 

of poverty; and a National-Democratic Revolution is the solution to end the roots of poverty.) 

  

Quoted by Manila Bulletin as saying he'd sever ties with US and Australia, he said, "I didn't say 

that," but that he just aired his misgivings about the Australia and US ambassadors' statements 

against the mayor's controversial statement about an Australian rape-slay victim. (Source: 

Update.PH) 
  

  
Indonesian halt on PHP coal import 
Two Indonesian coal ports have blocked ships from leaving to the Philippines due to safety 

concerns following a spate of ship hijackings in the southern Philippines. 

  

The Indonesian Coal Mining Association expects more areas to suspend coal shipments to the 

Philippines. 



  

 

Philippine coal users can import coal from other countries including Australia, South Africa and 

Russia and source more locally if shipments from top supplier Indonesia are halted, but at a 

higher cost, said Luis Miguel Aboitiz, chief operating officer of Aboitiz Power Corporation, to 

Reuters. 

  

The Philippines imports 1.5 million tonnes of coal a year mainly for power plants, 70 percent of 

which is sourced from Indonesia. 

  

The PHP Department of Energy seeks to meet with coal importers to discuss supply options, it is 

learned. 

  

The energy department is also drafting a letter to the Department of National Defense (DND)  for 

military assistance with vessels carrying imported coal, the agency said. (Source: Reuters' Enrico 

de la Cruz and Manolo Serapio Jr.) 
  

   

Negros Occidental is PHP solar power capital 
The Php4.9-billion solar facility of San Carlos Sun Power Inc. (SaCaSun), is a subsidiary of 

Aboitiz Power Corporation and is situated in a 75-hectare property inside the San Carlos 

Ecozone, in Negros Occidental. 

  

It now hosts seven solar power facilities, making it the Philippines' solar power capital. 

   

The province has a total solar generation capacity of 341.5 megawatts, according to the Negros 

Occidental Investment Promotions Center - Public Information Section. 

  

The biggest in South East Asia is the Helios Solar Energy's 132.5 MW farm in Cadiz City. 

  

Others include Citicor Power's 25-MW plant in Silay City; Negros Island Solar Power's 48-MW 

and 32-MW farms in Manapla town and La Carlota City, respectively; and San Carlos Solar 

Energy's 45-MW facility also in San Carlos City. 

  

Alfredo Maranon Jr., governor of Negros Occidental has discussed with President Benigno 

Aquino III the plan to transform the province's seven major river systems (with an estimated 

capacity of 200-MW) into renewable energy generation. 

  

These major rivers are Himogaan, Sicaba, Malugo, Bago, Binalbagan and Ilog Hilabangan 

situated across Negros Occidental. (Source: PNA) 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

 

 



Entertainment 

 

Pia Wurtzbach Back in Manila 
Miss Universe 2015 Pia Wurtzbach is back in Manila to grace the coronation night of the 2016 

Miss Philippines beauty pagent. She is joined by her international friends from the 2015 Miss 

Universe Pageant. Pia was crowned Miss Philippine Universe 2015 and later joined the Miss 

Universe 2015 beauty pageant. 

  

"The telecast was most notable for an error in which host Steve Harvey mistakenly announced 

Ariadna Gutierrez, who represented Colombiain that year's pageant, as Miss Universe 2015, even 

though the judges had decided that Pia Wurtzbach from the Philippines had won." 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

BREAKING NEWS 

 

2016 Miss Universe Philippines 
  

Miss Universe 2015 Pia Wurtzbach Sunday passed the crown to Maria Mika Maxine Medina,2016 

Miss Universe Philippines, Sunday, April 17, 2016 at the Smart-Araneta Coliseum in Quezon City, 

Philippines 

  

Medina, 25, who won over the other 39 candidates, will represent the Philippines in this year's 

competition for Miss Universe Beauty Pageant. 

  

The other candidates who were crowned, included Nichole Marie Manalo (Miss Philippines-Glove); 

Nicole Cordoves (Miss Philippines-Grand International); Jennifer Ruth Hammond (Miss Philippines-

Intercontinental): Kyle Verzosa (Miss Philippines- International): and Joanna Deapera Eden (Miss 

Philippines-Supranational). 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Sports 

Donaire vs. Bedak results: 

Nonito Donaire easily retains title with TKO win 
 

The 33-year-old Donaire has suffered losses to Rigondeaux and Nicholas Walters in recent years, 

but he remains immensely popular in the Philippines and is still eager to prove himself with a 

world title in tow. 



Popular Filipino boxer Nonito Donaire made quick work of a clearly overmatched opponent on 

Saturday night, notching a third-round technical knockout win over the unheralded Zsolt Bedak 

at the Cebu City Sports Complex in Cebu City, Philippines. 

 

The one-sided victory marked Donaire's first defense ofhis WBO World super bantamweight 

title since capturing the vacant belt with a win over Cesar Juarez in December 2015. He had 

previously held the WBO World title for a stunning reign in 2012, before losing it and the WBA 

Super World super bantamweight title to the Cuban technician Guillermo Rigondeaux in April 

2013.Donaire (37-3, 24 KOs) knocked down Bedak (25-2, 8 KOs) twice in the second round, 

firing his lightning-fast hands to find the mark with incredible power and precision.Bedak 

survived to the third round, but a left hook from Donaire stunned him and eventually forced him 

to his knee. The referee didn't like what he saw from the bloodied fighter and waved off the bout 

before Bedak could suffer any further harm. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Tourism 

 

Bacolod City's Gallery of the Dolls 
By Randy V. Urlanda. Manila Bureau Chief Correspondent 

 

Dolls have been part of humankind since time immemorial. They were both used to depict 

religious figures by adults and as playthings for children. Ancient dolls have been found in 

children’s graves in Egypt, Greece, and Rome to keep them company in the afterlife. 

  

This favorite plaything of children evolved from crude clay dolls of ancient times to finely 

hewed dolls made of wood in the 17th century to colorful papier mache toys in the 18th century, 

and to gleaming porcelain dolls in the 19th century. 

  

In the first half of the last century, life-like dolls made of rubber, hard plastic, and vinyl came 

into production to the delight of children in that generation. Dolls made of vinyl changed doll 

making forever, allowing manufacturers to root hair, instead of using wigs, and have a more 

realistic skin texture than its predecessors did. 

  

Like any young girl her age, Mara Montelibano had accumulated a sizable collection of dolls 

gifted to her by her doting parents and relatives during the pre-war days in Bacolod, her 

hometown in the sugar-rich province of Negros Occidental. In the 1950s, Mara migrated to the 

U.S. with her family where they have lived since then. 

  

In the course of the Montelibanos’ travel all over the world, Mara and her children amassed 

thousands of toys through the years to literally fill their well-appointed home in Virginia. In the 

late 1990s, upon learning that the province had its own museum, Mara donated more than 2,000 

pieces of toys to The Negros Museum located at the former provincial capitol building in 

Bacolod. 



  

On August 7, 1998, the JGM Gallery of International Folk Art and Toys located  on the ground 

floor of the two-story museum was inaugurated. It was named after Mara’s father, the late Jose 

Garcia Montelibano, who died during the war in Bataan. 

  

Known simply as the Negros Doll Museum, it focuses on the international dimension of culture 

and play in some 60 countries all over the world. It includes rare dolls from Egypt, Morocco, and 

member countries of the former Soviet Union like Georgia, Uzbekistan, and Russia. 

  

“This is the most popular section of the museum where children, students, and even adults visit 

every day,” explains Raymond Bayot, the museum’s chief guide. “What’s good about this is that 

many of our visitors, like those Japanese technicians working in silk production in Bago City 

also donated toys from their country. 

  

“This collection offers the visiting Negrense child an opportunity to appreciate what makes his or 

her culture similar, and at the same time different from those of other children in the world,” 

concludes Bayot as he tours Sentinel shortly after the Holy Week. 

  

Toys and dolls have been categorized as to their country of origin (including those from the 

Philippines), type of materials used, theme, and age. 

  

Included in the old toy section is a locally made teddy bear made of sawdust, teddy bears made 

of animal fur from Russia, a tin can teddy bear from Mexico, and a suspended pendulum doll 

from Norway. The Mexican section is a miniature pueblo complete with small Mayan Indian 

houses and people, while dolls from the Czech Republic, Thailand, and Turkey are waltzing in a 

ballroom scene. 

  

“My favorite here is the shadow puppet or “wayang kulit” of Indonesia,” says Carmela, a 

volunteer guide of the museum. “This puppet is made of carabao hide and its body has a carved 

black stick as a handle, and each arm is connected to a stick and jointed at the shoulders and 

elbows to gesture,” continues the comely guide. 

  

Another interesting section of the air-conditioned gallery is the European exhibit fea 

turing Russian “matrioshka” dolls  popularly called nesting or stacking dolls. The “matrioshka” 

doll is made of a thin malleable wood. It is hollow inside and comes apart at the waist. Each doll 

contains another smaller doll inside it, except for the last doll, which is very small. A simple set 

may consist of six “matrioshka” dolls, while the more elaborate and expensive ones may hold as 

many as a dozen dolls. 

  

“These nesting dolls are popular throughout Russia, says noted Bacolod sportsman and hotelier 

Dodong Bascon who facilitated for Sentinel to have a photographer take photos of the toy 

collection. “The classic matrioshka doll is designed to resemble a robust, healthy-looking 

woman,” continues Dodong, who is the founder of the Negros Basketball Association (NBA) for 

more than 30 years now, and former president of the 40 plus member Negros Occidental Hotel 

and Restaurant Association. 

 



The biggest folk art in the gallery is the “misa de gallo” showcase featuring native folks hearing 

dawn mass inside a two-meter high chapel made of peanut shells, malunggay pod shells, achuete 

tree bark, broken glasses, styropor, and seashells. Completing the Christmas section are Nativity 

scenes from Mexico and Africa, a Santa Claus collection from Jamaica, Russia, the U.S., and a 

“rooster” Santa Claus from Negros Occidental, which is renowned for its fighting cocks. 

  

Another interesting doll collection are the 30.5-cm high “burka” dolls that are shrouded by a 

loose enveloping white garment with veiled eyeholes that is commonly worn in public by 

Muslim women, especially in Pakistan and Afghanistan. Whether it was intentional or not, they 

were put in a separate section near a window, far from the rest of the gaily-dressed dolls from 

other countries. 

  

Unknown to most museum visitors, the museum curator incorporated in each section of the vast 

toy gallery two wide-eyed dolls called Toto and Inday to represent the Negrense children. The 

rationale behind it is “to show the Negrense children, like any other children all over the world, 

enjoy their young life through their toys.” 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

Community News 
 

REMEMBERS THE DELANO MANONGS: FORGOTTEN 

HEROES OF THE UNITED FARM WORKERS 
 

WASHINGTON, D.C. – As part of the 70th anniversary celebration of the establishment of 

Philippines-United States diplomatic relations, the Philippine Embassy, in collaboration with the 

Asian-Pacific American (APA) Film held a community screening of the documentary, The 

Delano Manongs at the Romulo Hall of the Philippine Embassy on 22 April 2016. 

  

The Delano Manongs tells the story of farm labor organizer Larry Itliong and a group of Filipino 

farm workers who played a pivotal role in The Delano Grape Strike of 1965. 1,500 Filipinos 

collaborated with Chicanos and other ethnic workers to strike against the grape growers of 

Delano, California that eventually brought about the creation of the United Farm Workers Union 

(UFW). 

  

The documentary showed a period of early Filipino migration to the United States, with the hope 

that young Filipino-Americans of today will have a better appreciation and understanding of 

what they fought and stood for. 

  

“Our screening of Delano Manongs is not about going on a sentimental journey to the past but 

aims to impart a brief lesson in American history and show a snap shot of a period in Filipino 

migration that many Filipino-Americans may have forgotten or may not be even aware of,” the 

Embassy’s Deputy Chief of Mission, Minister Patrick Chuasoto, said in his opening remarks. 



  

The Director of the documentary, Ms. Marissa Aroy, was also present during the screening 

together with APA Festival Director Paul Marengo. 

  

“It wasn’t until I became a filmmaker that I became curious and I wanted to know more about 

the history of the Philippines and the Filipino-American relations and to understand why it is that 

I am Filipino-American,” Director Aroy whose grandfather was actually one of the Manongs 

said at the Q&A session after the screening. 

  

“For me, making the film for the younger generations and for myself so we can value our 

contributions to the United States and put into context our immigration story as something as 

important and as valuable as any other immigrant story,” Director Aroy explained when asked 

about her experience in making the film and its personal relevance to her. 

In October 2013, Assembly Bill 123 requiring public school instruction of the Filipino-

American’s contribution to the farm labor movement in California was signed by Governor Jerry 

Brown. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

The 16th Biennial Filipino American National Historical Conference returns to New York in 

2016! 

The Metro New York Chapter of the Filipino American National Historical Society is delighted 

to be hosting our biennial conference in 2016! We hope that conference attendees and 

participants will enjoy their time in the city that never sleeps. The  conference will be held from 

June 22- 25, 2016, primarily at John Jay College of Criminal Justice located at 524 W. 59th 

Street in Manhattan. Visit www.fanhs2016.com for more information. If you have any questions, 

please email fanhs.mny@gmail.com. 

 

PROPOSALS DUE: DECEMBER 15, 2015 at 11:59PM, EASTERN TIME 

This year’s conference theme is Building with Our Roots. As we engage our families and 

communities, how has our individual and collective history/ies allowed us to build and grow? 

What can we learn from our experiences as Filipino Americans? We encourage and invite 

sessions that explore this theme as well as any other topics pertaining to Filipino-American 

experiences or histories. 

Proposals may be submitted for individual papers or presentations (to be grouped with other 

individual submissions); panels (three or four papers or presentations on a single topic); 

roundtables (several individuals presenting personal accounts of specific historical events or 

experiences); and workshops (teaching research techniques or sharing research skills or sources). 

Proposal is a 500 word synopsis of your presentation topic. Only one submission is necessary for 

a panel or roundtable. 

To submit a call for proposal for your workshop, panel, presentation or roundtable, please visit:  

mailto:fanhs.mny@gmail.com


http://proposals.fanhs2016.com 

 

This year’s conference theme is “A Pinay/Pinoy State of Mind: Building with Our Roots.” 

FANHS- Metro New York chose this theme to focus on our history while building our future 

legacies. 

 

Our conference will feature all the traditional components of previous FANHS Conferences: 

• A Tour of the City 

• Phenomenal Keynote Speakers 

• Plenary Sessions and Workshops 

• FANHS Town Hall Meeting 

• Filipino American Authors Reception 

• Banquet/ Gala with Dancing, Silent Auction, and More 

 

Our newest components that we will be adding this year, to add our New York City flare include: 

• A Fashion Show with local, established Filipino American designers 

• A Filipino American Film Festival featuring contemporary and fan favorite films from the past. 

Majority of the Conference will be held at John Jay College of Criminal Justice (located in 

central Manhattan). Hotel blocks have been reserved for three hotels in Midtown Manhattan (just 

blocks from the conference location). And our banquet/ gala will be held on the Hornblower 

Infinity – a cruise boat that will tour the Hudson River, with up close views of the Statue of 

Liberty, Ellis Island, the Brooklyn Bridge, the World Trade Center, and more! 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Texas Gawad Kalinga sponsors dinner fundraising, April 23, 2016 

Texas Gawad Kalinga will sponsor a dinner dance fundraising with DJ Egay on Saturday, April 

23, 2016 at the San Lorenzo Ruis de Manila Community Center, 16411 West Bellfort St., Sugar 

Land, Texas 77498. The cost of the ticket is $30. 

Proceeds of the event will benefit Gawad Kalinga projects in the Philippines. 

For more info, pls call the following: 

CAROL - 713-907-8047; 

JUN 832-274-2341; 

ALEX 713-471-5159, 

and MARIE 713-732-0738 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

HOUSTON ROYAL OAKS LEO CLUB INDUCTS NEW OFFICERS AND MEMBERS 

HOUSTON - The Houston Royal Oaks Club of Houston, sponsor of the Houston Royal Oaks 

Leo Club held their induction of officers and members, Saturday, March 12, 2016 at the Grace 

United Church of Christ, 8515 Broadwulf Drive, Houston, Texas 77072. 

Lion Minette Chiu, Leo Advisor, called to order the ceremoney, and Lion Anmette Wierschem 

gave the invocation while Leo President Ahmed Emara enjoined the Leos, Lions and guests to 



recite the pledge of allegiance to the flag of the United States of America. All Leos then recited 

the Leo Pledge. 

Lion Emee Nisnisan, zone chair of Lions District 2S2 and immediate past president Leo Helber 

Anderson gave the opening remarks.Lion Minette Chiu, District Leo Advisor and Leo Advisory 

Committee inducted the new officers and members. The new officers are: Leo Ahmed Emara, 

president; Leo Helbert Anderson, vice president for outreach; Leo Ana Baleva, vice president for 

education; Leo Jai Mai Marks, Secretary and Treasurer; Leo Bethel Garriel, membership 

director; Leo Brendan Garriel, tail twister.Past presidents of the Houston Royal Oaks Leo Club 

are: Lion Joy Nisnisan (charter president); Lion Jasmine Emara; Leo Mara Nisnisan, and Leo 

Helbert Andersen.Members are: Leo Steven Okoronkwo; Leo Maxine Sencil; Leo AJ Adriatico; 

Leon Cassandra Schaeffer; Leo Annaliza Suerte; Leo Marisa Garcia; Leo Tatiana Okoronkwo; 

Leo Hanna Sencil; Leo Addisen Schaeffer; Leo Kathleen Kae Dela Rosa, and Leo Christine 

Wierschem. 

The Leo Club Advisitory Committee is composed of the following: Lion Minette Chiu, advisor; 

Lion Niesan Emara, co-advisor; Lion Emee Nisnisan, advisotry panel, and Lion Annette 

Wierschem and Lion Amy Alidon. 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Immigration 

 

Supreme Court appears split on Obama's immigration case 
 

Roberts also appeared to support a Texas court's earlier ruling that the plan pushes costs on to 

states, asking, "Isn't losing money the classic case for standing?" 

  

According to the Deferred Action for Parents of Americans (DAPA), undocumented immigrants 

who have a child that is a USA citizen or is in the country legally and those who do not have a 

criminal record can remain protected from deportation temporarily. 

 

"I'm an immigrant myself, but I did it the right way", said Sabine Durden, of Moreno Valley. 

Justice Anthony Kennedy, often seen as the Supreme Court's swing vote, questioned the scope of 

presidential discretion. 

  

No matter what side of the wall you're on, there's no escaping an opinion on immigration. 

Attorneys with the Obama Administration argued on their behalf before the U.S. Supreme Court, 

but Camargo said if he'd had the opportunity, "I would kind of tremble but I would tell them 

exactly what I feel in my heart". 

  



If that comes to pass, a lower court decision that stopped the actions from going into effect will 

stand, Obama's term will come to an end and his executive actions, which were meant to shield 

some 4 million people from deportation, will never go into effect. 

Obama's program is called Deferred Action for Parents of Americans and Lawful Permanent 

Residents (DAPA). 

  

U.S. Solicitor Gen. Donald Verrilli said the president was acknowledging that he could not grant 

citizenship or even a path to citizenship to these immigrants. 

  

Immigrant advocates gathered at Southside Presbyterian Church, long a supporter of immigrants 

in the United States. Texas and 25 other states want to stop the Obama administration from 

giving parents the same protection as it does the children. 

  

Kennedy expressed concern that Obama had exceeded its authority by having the executive 

branch set immigration policy rather than carry out laws passed by Congress. 

  

Durbin added the case is an example of why the Senate should allow for confirmation hearings 

for Merrick Garland, who President Obama nominate to replace the late justice Antonin Scalia. 

  

The administration says the president has broad latitude when it comes to deportation and 

immigration policy. 

  

In December of past year, the City of Salt Lake signed onto an amicus brief to the Supreme 

Court in support of President Obama's executive actions on immigration. As the U.S. Supreme 

Court had a 4-4 decision which will give a lower court order that block the policy to be in place. 

(By Ellis  Neal, April 24, 2016) 


