
FRONT NEWS 

Shangri-la Dialogue notes Beijing's military moves 

June 6, 2016 

By Gina Villanueva, Associate Editor 

Singapore is host country to the 15th London-based International Institute for Strategic Studies 

(IISS)-led Shangri-La Dialogue (SLD) where the Philippines led by Defense Secretary Voltaire 

Gazmin is one of the 52-nation participants. It kicked off Friday June 3 and will end June 5 2016. 

Reports indicate the territorial disputes in the South China Sea, North Korea's military 

provocations, and Islamist extremism were expected to dominate discussions. 

The forum expects attendance by at least 20 defense ministers led by US Pentagon chief Ashton 

Carter, announced Tim Huxley, IISS Asia executive director. 

n a pre-conference blog, Huxley wrote, "There is much speculation about China's next steps in 

the South China Sea, particularly in the context of an apparently imminent ruling by the 

Permanent Court of Arbitration in the Hague on a Philippine submission that challenges 

important aspects of China claims and activities there." 

On terrorism, Huxley said the United Nations Security Council on Wednesday June 1 strongly 

condemned North Korea's latest attempted missile launches and urged world governments to 

ramp up efforts to impose sanctions on Pyongyang. 

He added there is renewed concern over "jihadist terrorism" in Southeast Asia who have 

associated themselves with the Islamic State. (Source: Channel News Asia) 

Shangri-la Dialogue is Asia's largest annual security forum, mostly attended by Australia, 

Brunei, Burma, Cambodia, Canada, Chile, France, Germany, India, Indonesis, Japan, Laos, 

Malaysia, Mongolia, New Zealand, Pakistan, People's Republic of China, Philippines, Russia, 

South Korea, Sri Lanka, Singapore, Sweden, Thailand, East Timor, United Kingdom, United 

States, and Vietnam. 



The forum is aimed at cultivation of a sense of community among the most important 

policymakers in the region's defense and security realms. (GV) 

NDFP nominees named 

June 6, 2016  

By: Yashika F. Torib, Manila Bureau Senior Correspondent 

Not necessarily members of the revolutionary movement (Communist Party of the Philippines, 

New Peoples Army, or National Democratic Front), but individuals known to be pro-poor and 

pro-people in their stand and viewpoint, experts in the field they were nominated in, and of 

proven integrity, the National Democratic Front of the Philippines (NDFP) peace panel 

spokesperson Fidel Agcaoli has named their nominees to presumptive president Rodrigo Duterte. 

Reports to the Philippine Inquirer by Karlos Manlupig, reveal that Bayan Muna representative  

Carlos Zarate was nominated as secretary of the Department of Environment and Natural 

Resources (DENR); former Anakpawis representative Rafael 'Ka Paeng' Mariano as secretary of 

the Department of Agrarian Reform (DAR); University of the Philippines (UP) professor and 

develoment worker Judy Tagulwalo as secretary of the Department of Social Welfare and 

Development (DSWD); and Silvestr Bello as secretary of the Department of Labor and 

Employment (DOLE). 

Agcaoli says, "This clarification is being isssued to set the record straight and avoid 

misunderstanding." 

He added that Bello was not nominated by the NDFP but was selected by president-elect 

Rodrigo Duterte , long before submission of their nominees, and they didn't raise objections 

considering that Bebot Bello is a known patriot and has a track record of holding progressive 

views and positions. 

Duterte selected Bello to become the chief negotiator of the government with the NDFP. 

(Source: Philippine Inquirer)GV 

 



Congress proclaims Duterte, Robredo as new President, Vice 

President 

June 6, 2016  

By: Yashika F. Torib, Manila Bureau Senior Correspondent 

 

The Congress has officially proclaimed Davao City Mayor Rodrigo “Rody” Duterte and 

Camarines Sur Representative Ma. Leonor “Leni” Robredo as the country’s new president and 

vice president.  

 

While Leni and her three daughters arrived in full attendance for the proclamation, Duterte, as 

expected, skipped the ceremonies and called it “corny”. 

 

The tough-talking mayor insisted that he has never attended any proclamation in his life and not 

even his allies were able to convince him to attend.  

 

The proclamation was conducted only three days after the canvassing in what was dubbed as the 

shortest in Philippine history. Sen. Aquilino “Koko” Pimentel III stated in his sponsorship speech 

that the “efficient and expeditious” canvassing of 167 certificates of canvass was a “record speed” 

for the Senate canvassing panel.  

 

The Senate and the House of Representatives, which sat as the National Board of Canvassers, 

approved the joint canvassing committee report and resolution of both chambers on the 

proclamation of the duly elected winners.  

 

The proclamation last Monday came exactly a month before Duterte and Robredo take their oath 

as the Philippine president and vice president. 

 

Duterte won the presidency in a landslide vote of 16,601,997 votes which is six million votes ahead 

of Manuel “Mar” Roxas II. Meanwhile, Robredo snatched the vice presidency from closest rival 

Sen. Ferdinand “Bongbong” Marcos Jr. by a 263,473 difference.  



 

Duterte will be the country’s 16th president, while Robredo the 14th vice president.  

 

During his campaign, Duterte vowed to end corruption, drugs and crimes in three to six months’ 

time. Weeks before his official proclamation as the next president, he has also already appointed 

members of his cabinet, mostly, colleagues and friends whom he has personal knowledge of their 

merit as public servants. 

 

 

INSIGHTS 

Philippines: an influence in world cuisine, a tourism boost 

June 6, 2016  

By Randy V. Urlanda. Manila Bureau Chief Correspondent 

 

Catch On, a Hongkong-based marketing and communications agency, has placed the Philippines 

as one of the New G-8 (Gastronomic 8) rising star, in world cuisine. 

The Philippines earned the membership, following its successful second edition of the biggest 

gastronomic event in the world, Madrid Fusion Manila, April 7-9, 2016 at the SMX Convention 

Center in Pasay City. 

In their report, 'The Future of Food,' the agency noted that food is an important part of Philippine 

culture and that Filipinos take their culture of food seriously. 

The cross-pollination of culinary influences in Philippine cuisine that mirrors the country's 

colorful historical influences and that these influences are amplified by a young breed of Filipino 

chefs, it added. 

 An added boost to tourism, Ramon Jimenez Jr., secretary of the Department of Tourism (DOT), 

welcomed the news as a result of the recently concluded global culinary events here, such as the 

Madrid Fusion and World Street Food Congress. 



Catch On further added, "There's a growing movement to preserve and document culinary 

artisanal traditions that have survived generations simply because they came out of family 

kitchens. We're seeing more self-trained chefs launching restaurants, more men cooking at home, 

the continued move away from any notion of fine dining, the growing influence of street food, 

and the popularity of culinary tourism. This is the new culture of food." 

Other countries in the new G-8 include China, Iran, Israel, South Korea, Mexico and Vietnam. 

(Source: PNA) 

 

TOURISMS 

Siquijor—Isle of Natural and Supernatural Wonders 

June 6, 2016  

By Randy V. Urlanda, Manila Bureau Chief Correspondent 

 

 From across the Dumaguete Strait, the island province of Siquijor in Western Visayas 

looks like any other tropical island. However, as one gets nearer, its pristine beauty unfolds 

slowly—from its verdant forests and blue mountains to its ivory beaches—so unlike the other 

islands in the archipelago that have been stripped of vestiges of their natural beauty due to the 

vagaries of man. 

 

 In the olden days, the natives called the emerald isle “Katugasan” or a place abundant 

with “tugas” (molave tree). The Spaniards, on the other hand, had a sobriquet for it—“Isla del 

Fuego” because during moonless nights the island was aglow from millions of fireflies that 

colonized its hardwood forests. 

 

 But Siquijor continues to bewitch people (literally) in the present. 

 

 Aside from enjoying its natural beauty (the island has an 80-km necklace of fine white 

sand beaches), tourists (both local and foreign) go to Siquijor for a supernatural adventure—a 



chance to meet its sorcerers in an upland village of San Antonio in the old capital town of 

Siquijor. 

 

 To the uninitiated, the mere mention of Siquijor conjures up images of an old hag 

sticking pins into a rag doll beside a boiling cauldron. Although many of Siquijor’s 91,000 

residents believe in this ancient black art, rarely do they discuss it publicly with strangers. 

 

 But the island’s unique blend of folk religiosity and the occult comes to the fore during 

Holy Week when about a hundred “mananambal” (which literally means folk healers but is said 

to be a euphemism for sorcerers or “mangkukulam” in Tagalog) from the neighboring provinces 

of Negros Oriental, Cebu, Bohol and Zamboanga del Norte descends on the island for the annual 

Lenten “sorcerers’ convention.” 

 

 Although the mysterious event is supposed to be a secret assembly, almost everyone in 

the region knows about it. The fete begins when the participants break into small groups a day 

before Palm Sunday and scour the forests of Siquijor in search of 60 varieties of herbs, roots and 

barks of trees most of which are indigenous on the island. 

 

 Their pseudo-religious rituals culminate at daybreak of Black Saturday when they mix 

and stir in a vat a gooey concoction of coconut oil, their precious harvests, which have been 

turned into charcoal and powdered, chopped candles used in the Good Friday procession in town, 

ground reddish-brown herbs, black sap of a local tree, honey, and holy water. While being mixed 

over slow fire, a frail, 63-year-old “mananambal” and leader of one of the four major groups of 

folk healers, recites gibberish Latin incantations. 

 

 After 15 minutes, the tar-like compound is poured into small tin cans brought by the 

participants. Called “panagang” (Cebuano term meaning a “shield”), it is used as balm for 

maladies ranging from incurable skin diseases to abnormal ailments caused by hex. 

 

 The roots of Siquijor’s sorcery can be traced though, to the adjoining island of Negros 

where its practice had been recorded since the early Spanish era. 



 

 “The Povedano Manuscript of 1578,” a compilation of ancient legends and superstitious 

beliefs of the early Filipinos, mentioned in Richard W. Lieban’s book, “Cebuano Sorcery,” 

which was published by the University of California in Berkely, gives a description attributed to 

Diego Lope Povedano, an early Spanish “encomendero” in Negros, of “barang,” a type of malign 

magic in which insects or other animals are sent into the body of a victim by the 

“mambabarang.” 

 

 The manuscript also describes how sorcerers supposedly kill their enemies: “In a bamboo 

tube they put some insects similar to small house flies which have hard skin. They call these 

“barang.” When (the sorcerers) receive any serious insult from a person whom they want to kill, 

they get one of these insects from the bamboo tube, tie it a strand of their own hair, and send it to 

the victim. 

 

 “As soon as the insect reaches the person, it makes its way into the body of the intended 

victim and is induced by black magic into the entrails. The stomach of the victim swells 

immensely at high tide, and at low tide becomes small.” 

 

 However, this dreadful and most notorious form of necromancy could be countered by 

means of “bulo-bulo,” wherein the “mananambal” blows air through a soda straw or a small 

metal tube into a half-filled glass of water containing a small black tektite held over the victim’s 

afflicted part. 

 

“If the illness is of supernatural in nature, insects or minerals like small pebbles 

materialize in the water, extracted from the body of the patient,” says Ikeng Bonachite, Siquijor’s 

most popular practitioner of “bulo-bulo.” 

 

On the other hand, “paktol,” another type of malign magic practiced in Siquijor, uses 

representational magic in attacking and killing a victim. A “mamalaktol,” the practitioner, first 

gets a photograph, preferably a full shot, of the intended victim. Then with the use of a two-inch 

“binsol,” a sharp barbed dorsal spine of a stingray found near the base of its whip-like tail, he 



punctures the photograph several times three times a week (Monday, Wednesday, and Friday) at 

dusk. 

 

After every perforation the picture is placed inside a clay pot filled with spiny sea urchins 

and sharp twigs soaked in coconut oil. The victim allegedly suffers from agonizing pain from the 

onset of the three-day ritual until he dies from bewitchery on the fourth day. What’s unusual 

about the island’s folk healers is that they can treat supernatural maladies brought about by hexes 

and inflict the same, too. 

 

“Sorcery is part of the island’s history,” says former Siquijor Governor Ben Aquino. “I 

would say that at present, there are more folk healers than those practicing malign magic,” he 

continues. “I guess the reason for this (reversal) is that during the 1950s, relatives of a victim of 

sorcery got even with the malefactor (after being pinpointed by a “mananambal” through white 

magic) by blasting him to death with dynamite placed under the sorcerer’s house while sleeping 

at night.” 

 

With more good, exciting things going on for Siquijor than delving on its sinister cultural 

heritage, there’s no reason why the “Isle of Fire,” along with its unique natural attributes, can 

become a major tourist destination in Western Visayas. 

     

    

 

 

 

 


