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FRONT NEWS 

President Rody to AFP: Decimate Abu Sayyaf (ASG) 
 
By Gina Villanueva, Associate Editor 
 
Philippines President Rodrigo Duterte has ordered the Armed Forces of the Philippines 
(AFP) to decimate the terrorist group Abu Sayyaf (ASG) before his term ends. 
 
This was disclosed by Lt. Gen. Ricardo Visaya, newly installed Armed Forces of the 
Philippines (AFP) Chief of StaffVisaya, commander of the as he emerged from a 
meeting with the President Friday. 
 
Duterte's orders to the AFP calls for the support of anti-illegal drugs groups consisting of 
the Philippine National Police (PNP) and the Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency 
(PDEA). 
 
The chief executive earlier said he would confront the Abu Sayyaf, stop them from 
continuing their kidnap for ransom operations that has caused embarrassment for the 
Philippines in the global stage.  
 
Duterte also asked for clarification from ASG whether they want to be seen as the 
enemy of the government. 
 
Visaya graduated from the Philippine Military Academy (PMA) Class 1983. (PMA is the 
Philippines' equivalent of West Point.)  
 
For his exemplary performance in the military, Visaya has garnered several 
recognitions, including the Cavalier Award for Army Operations, the most coveted 
award a PMA alumnus can receive. Among others, he is also recipient of the 
Distinguished Service Star, 10 Bronze Cross Medals, two Gawad sa Kaunlaran awards, 
45 medals on Military Merit, and 13 medals on Military Commendation. 
 
He also earned his masteral degree in Project Management at the Australia Defense 
Force Academy in Canberra in 2002 and attended the Executive Course at the Asia-
Pacific Center for Security Studies in Honolulu in 2006. 
 
Visaya is unassuming, though, saying that it's not the number of awards an officer 
receives that matters most, but "the attitude to excel, to do the very best in every 
endeavor." 
 
The newly installed AFP chief of staff assured the public that the military has the 
resources to defeat the ASG despite the challenges of the unfamiliar terrain and alleged 
collusion between locals in Sulu and the ASG. 
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Visaya added that the imposition of martial law in Sulu and Basilan could be an option, 
but is yet to be studied by the AFP before presentation to Mr. Duterte. 
 
At present, the AFP is headed by Lt. Gen. Glorioso Miranda in an acting capacity, 
following the retirement of Gen. Hernando Iriberri on April 22. 
 
Besides Visaya, Duterte has also installed Chief Supt. Ronald de la Rosa as the new 
PNP chief and has replaced PNP Director General Ricardo Marquez. 
 
De la Rosa is a graduate of PMA Class 1986, who was relieved as commander of 
Reactionary Standby Support (RSSF) before the May 9 elections 

FRONT NEWS 

Malacañang names Garbo as chief protector of drug lords 
By: Yashika F. Torib, Manila Bureau Senior Correspondent 
 
Retired Philippine National Police (PNP) Deputy Director General Marcelo Garbo Jr. 
was identified by Malacañang as the head protector of a drug triad operating in the 
country. 
 
The statement was made by Solicitor General Jose Calida in a press conference last 
July 7, two days after President Rodrigo Duterte revealed the names of five PNP 
generals that were allegedly coddling drug lords.  
 
Calida presented a chart of the alleged drug triad with links to Mainland China, showing 
the names of three drug lords coddled by Garbo.  
 
This includes Peter Co who operates the Luzon and NCR Triad, Peter “Jaguar” Lim who 
operates Visayas Triad, and Herbet “Ampang” Colangco.  
 
The solicitor general added that Garbo was at level five, or the topmost of the drug 
syndicate hierarchy. He is also the most senior among the five generals accused by 
President Duterte.  
 
The president revealed in his speech during the Philippine Air Force’s 69th anniversary 
the names of the PNP generals linked to drug syndicates in the country, this includes 
former National Capital Region Police Office (NCRPO) chief Director Joel Pagdilao, 
former Quezon City Police District (QCPD) director Chief Supt. Edgar Tinio, former 
Western Visayas regional director Chief Supt. Bernardo Diaz, retired PNP Chief 
Superintendent Vicente Loot who is now the town mayor in Cebu, and General Marcelo 
Garbo Jr. 
 
A day following Duterte’s public accusations, Pagdilao, Tinio and Diaz reported to PNP 
chief Director General Ronald “Bato” Dela Rosa to “profess their innocence and seek 
due process.” 
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Duterte, meanwhile, continued to pin down Peter Lim, noting in his recorded video 
release with PTV that the drug mule “goes in and out of the Philippines” and threatened 
that the latter will “die” if enters the Philippines.  
 
Lim, along with his brother Wellington, faced a congressional inquiry on the 14-K, a 
notorious illegal drug trade operated by a Chinese drug ring back in July 2006, as well 
as an investigation on a group of Cebu smugglers called the “Magnificent 7”.  
 
He remained free from charges. 
 
Other information revealed to the press by Calida showed that Co is the alleged leaders 
of the so-called Bilibid 19 gang while Colangco is involved in a kidnap-for-ransom and 
bank robbery syndicate, which is in alliance with the Kuratong Baleleng.  
 
In the face of public accusation made by the president, Garbo denied any involvement 
with protecting drug lords. 
 
Duterte, meanwhile, is set to divulge more “persons of interest” composed of Chinese 
nationals, PNP officials, BJMP officials, and mayors in his succeeding press 
conferences.  
 
“They are destroying the country. They are destroying the youth of the land. Since they 
are beyond redemption, they can stop and commit suicide because I will not allow these 
idiots to run their show. Not during my watch,” Duterte said in a press conference last 
Thursday.  

FRONT NEWS 

Priority of 17th Philippines Congress: Federalization through 
Referendum 
 
The shift to federalism tops the legislative priorities of Philippines President Rodrigo 
Duterte, who wants local governments to be autonomous in the pursuit of development 
on their own 
 
Initiating the shift to the federal form of government, Negros Occidental Rep. Alfredo 
Benitez, who holds the seat of Negros Occidental's third district in the House of 
Representatives, has filed a resolution calling on the House and the Senate to sit as a 
constituent assembly (Con-Ass) to introduce amendments to the 1987 Constitution that 
would allow the Philippines to become a federation of states. 
 
No counterpart resolution has been introduced in the Senate, but incoming Senate 
President Aquilino "Koko" Pimentel III has said the shift will be a priority of the chamber 
in the 17th Congress. 
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In his House Resolution No. 2, Benitez points to a "clamor" for a change to federalism 
as justification for amending the Constitution, saying that being the fundamental law of 
the land, should be responsive to the changing needs of the country and its people. 
 
Pimentel and incoming House Speaker Pantaleon Alvarez prefer amendment through a 
Con-con, which requires approval of the people through a referendum. 
 
President Duterte also prefers amendment through a Con-con, as he declared in 
August, to the Philippine Inquirer, that he would call a Con-con in his second year in 
office, to amend the Constitution from the unitary to the federal form of government. 
 
In the wake of the failure in the 16th Congress, to pass the proposed Bangsamoro Basic 
Law (BBL), President Duterte in a meeting with the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) 
in February, vowed to revive the BBL under a federal setup. During that February 
meeting, Mr. Duterte said, "I'm here to state my position that if I win, this is my proposal. 
I've been proposing federalism, but your territory will not be touched." 
 
The now Chief Executive also told the MILF leaders in February, that his administration 
would create territories  for the Tausug, Sama, Iranon, Maranao and the indigenous 
peoples of Mindanao. 
 
"Through federalism," Duterte stressed, "we will correct the injustices committed against 
the Moro people, against Mindanao."(GV) 

NEWS AT A GLANCE 

Hague sets July 12 to rule on Philippines' territorial dispute with 
China 

The Hague-based Permanent Court of Arbitration announced it would deliver a hotly 
anticipated ruling the Philippines' case against China over the West Philippine Sea 
(known internationally as South China Sea) on July 12, drawing an immediate rebuke 
from Beijing which rejects the tribunal's jurisdiction. 

Manila is contesting Beijing's alleged historical claim to about 90 per cent of the West 
Philippine Sea, one of the world's busiest shipping lanes, that yields US$5 trillion annual 
income from trade. 

Paul Reicher, the Philippines' chief lawyer in the case, told Reuter's a ruling against 
China "would deprive China of any legal basis for making such a claim." (Source: 
Reuters) 

Philippines Foreign Affairs Secretary Perfecto Yasay Jr told Philippine Star that a 
special envoy might be appointed for back-channel talks with China following the 
decision of the Hague. 

In 2012, Sen. Antonio Trillanes IV initiated back-channel talks with China. 
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President Rodrigo Duterte said that the talks resulted in the Philippines losing control 
over Scarborough Shoal. 

In a separate development, John J. Tkajik of the Taipei Times reported that Beijing's 
21st century claims that "the (Spratly) Islands have been part of the territory of China 
since ancient times" are unsupported in ancient maps owned and studied by China's 
emperors themselves. 

This was discovered within the imperial chambers of the Wanli Emperor, sovereign of 
the Ming Dynasty from 1563 to 1620 in an encyclopedic work of cartographic 
craftmanship unlike anything existing in Europe. (gv) 

NEWS AT A GLANCE 

Create anti-drug 'super body' 
 
Philippines Congress has proposed the formation of a 'super body' against illegal drugs 
to optimize support for President Rody's relentless campaign. 
 
Sen. Vicente "Tito" Sotto III, its lead proponent Saturday said, "The police, prosecution, 
prevention and rehabilitation components of the drive will be controlled and supervised 
by the Presidential Anti-Drug Authority. 
 
Sotto told local radio DZMM that with Duterte's passion for this, it is only fitting that a 
'super body' be created. 
 
He envisions a conglomeration of the government's separate agencies on anti-drug and 
anti-narcotics, to fall under the umbrella of the super body, calling it "a holistic 
approach." 
 
Sotto is confident his bill creating the 'super body' would be passed in the Senate, as he 
looks for counterpart legislation in the House of Representatives. 
 
Mr. Duterte reiterated his tough stance against drugs on Friday, saying there would be 
"zero  

 

NEWS AT A GLANCE 

Philippines media to Duterte: Sign EO on FOI law 
 
In a pooled editorial of Filipino journalists on the eve of the inauguration of now 
President Rodrigo Roa Duterte, it sought his issuance of the Freedom of Information 
(FOI) by Executive Order on Day One of his presidency to prevent the 17th Congress 
from 'tarrying in its task.' 
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An FOI will provide the necessary institutional and legal framework for full and true 
functional links between transparency and accountability in government and for the right 
of all Filipinos to access information in order to take part in nation-building, the editorial 
said. 
 
As for the corruption that Duterte said of some journalists, the editorial urged the 
President to, in his own words "stop it."  
 
Another solution the editorial has invoked that called for quick action from media 
managers was to provide better pay and protection for journalists. 
 
The pooled editorial wished the incoming administration success in all its endeavors, 
while reminding Mr. Duterte that his presidency binds him and media on the "common 
duty in law and tradition."(GV) 

EDITORIAL 
 
FIRST WEEK OF PRESIDENT DIGONG'S ADMINISTRATION 
 
True to his campaign promises, President Digong announced the five Philippine 
National Police (PNP) generals whose names were announced by the President during 
the 69th anniversary of the Philippine Air Force at the Clark Air Base in Pampanga. 
 
The five PNP generals, three are still active with the PNP while the two are now retired 
with General Loot having elected Mayor of Daan Bantayan, Cebu, and before President 
Digong left for Davao City he divulged the connection of General Garbo to the Drug 
Triad controlled by Chinese drug lords. 
 
Still, Generals Bautista, Pagdilao, and Tinio professed their innocence and willing to 
undergo various investigations by the National Police Commission (NAPOLCOM) while 
retired General Loot visited the office of the Department of Interior and Local 
Government, obviously to explain himself too with the new DILG Secretary Ismael 
"Mike" Sueno. 
 
We have seen the tough stance of the President when he announced the five generals 
whom he asked to resign and not suffer humiliation when he was still campaigning for 
the presidency. 
 
Previous administrations, from Presidents Estrada, Arroyo, and immediate past 
President Noy Aquino never had the nerve to do the same when finally, President 
Digong came out with the names of the five PNP generals. 
 
To fight illegal drug and criminality, the President has to start a total clean-up of the 
police organization for him to live up to the expectation of the electorate about his 
campaign promise to rid the country of drug pushers, dealers, users, and lastly the drug 
lords. 
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We are now on our second week of President Duterte's administration and we are 
beginning to see the change that he promised to us during his campaign. 
 
The next step for the President is to validate the drug connection between the mayors, 
governors, congressmen, and even senators who continue to coddle drug personalities. 
 
This is just the beginning of what the President claims to be a sudden CHANGE in the 
over-all set up of our society. If he succeeds, it will always redound to the benefit of the 
Filipino people, economically, lower taxes, peace and tranquility in our surroundings, 
and hopefully, the President can find a way to ease the traffic congestion along EDSA 
and other parts of the country. 

 
 

INNERVIEW 
 
A Tapestry of Love 
(Editor's note:  As a follow-up on Gina's just concluded 4-part documentary on the long 

accumulated humiliation of Muslims, being a responsibility of journalism, she now takes us to 
the culmination of Ramadan, called Eid al-Fitr, a joyous celebration marking the end of the 
month-full, dawn-to-sunset fasting of Muslims, worldwide.) 

First and foremost, the 16th president of the Republic of the Philippines, Rodrigo Roa 
Duterte has trail-blazed a tapestry of love, as he issued Proclamation No. 6, Monday, 
declaring July 6 as a regular holiday in deference to Eid al Fitr, marking the end of full-
month fasting during the holy month of Ramadan, which is determined by the moonrise 
in Sawwai, the 10th of the 12-month lunar calendar. 

The country's first Chief Executive from Mindanao, the same region occupied by the 
minority Muslim population, President Rody recognizes the significance of the month-
long, dawn-to-sunset fasting by Muslims in instilling discipline and good values in the 
Islamic faith.He declared, "May the sense of discipline the holy month of Ramadan has 
taught and nurtured among the Muslims inspire all the members of the Muslim Filipino 
communities to unite with other Filipinos to achieve lasting peace, political stability, 
economic growth and development." 

Coming just days after being sworn in as the 16th president of a mostly Christian 
Republic of the Philippines, the former Davao City mayor acknowledged the relevance 
of Eid al-Fitr, as "a time for healing social wounds of relationships, and a period for 
bringing families together," as conveyed by Mr. Duterte's Communications Secretary 
Martin Andanar. 

Here in Colorado, meanwhile, Eid al-Fitr commences July 9. 

Other than the summer heat, Muslims have been grappling with the aftermath of the 
Orlando massacre in Florida, the Ataturk Airport bombing in Turkey, and the 
presumptive Republican Party candidate Donald Trump's call to ban all Muslims from 
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entering the United States, not to mention multiple Islamic State attacks on the eve of 
Eid al-Fitr, the otherwise joyous celebration of the end of the month. 

Is there only one Muslim voice? 

Muslims have tried desperately to have their voice heard, even as they scrambled to 
find it themselves, in the cacophony of this chaotic world where they have suffered the 
most, not just in the Philippines, but worldwide -- historically. 

For a group that makes up perhaps only one percent of the U.S. population and hails 
from every corner of earth, both Filipino and American Muslims are equally burdened 
and blessed in their complexity. 

Outside of Mecca itself, there exists no Muslim population that displays the theological, 
ideological, class and ethnic diversity as that which resides both in the Philippines and 
here. 

To those outside observers, much to their loss, are left to see only two shades of this 
otherwise fantastic spectrum: either the terror-hating Muslims struggling to be seen as 
humans and as neighbors, or, their brutally caricatured representation as monsters on 
corporate television, bus ads and almost anywhere else. 

Nearly 30 years ago, the astute anthropologist Talal Asad called Islam a discursive 
tradition: a set of practices, discussions and teachings that instruct Muslims to be 
Islamic. 

Such traditions, he said, are that beyond the veneer of sectarian affiliation, race, age or 
even class (for that matter). 

Muslims can be found with different theological stripes -- sometimes coherently bound 
by Scripture, but more often than not -- just like their fellow worshipers in churches and 
synagogues across the world. 

Abbas Barzegar, assistant professor of Religious Studies, Georgia State University 
declares that Muslims are "a fluid, dynamic and ever-changing body of believers. Like 
Jewish communities in mid 20th century America, they are undergoing a process of 
institutional and theological transformation and settlement." 

Those bent on stifling this dynamism by taking only the black and white Polaroid 
snapshots rob their audiences and themselves of a much more colorful mosaic. 

It will take some time -- much longer than another circus of American presidential 
elections this Fall -- but I believe the complexity of Muslim experiences worldwide, will, 
in God's time, fuse seamlessly with the thread that Philippines President Rody has 
initially wove to metamorphose into a tapestry of love. Eid Mubarak!  (Next edition: Did 

Queen Victoria's brother Prince Julian own the Maharlika Islands (now the Philippines?) Part 1 
of 4 -- Ed Libranda, Publisher and Executive Editor) 
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STRAIGHT TALK 
 
POLICE OFFENSIVE AGAINST ILLEGAL DRUGS 
It is so hard to comprehend the latest saga on the police offensive against drug pushers 
and users especially in Metro Manila. 
 
The arrest made by the Pasay PNP operatives against Renato Bertes, 47 and his son, 
Jaybee Bertes, 28, both residents of Ignacio St. in Pasay City, and both involved in 
illegal drugs in one of the barangays in Pasay City. is very disturbing due to the manner 
in which both father and son were arrested by the PNP operatives.  
 
According to the police, both were arrested for illegal drug possession, 11 p.m. 
Wednesday. The duo was brought to the crime lab for drug testing. Video taken during 
their arrest shows only one handcuff was used to restrain a hand of each of the two 
suspects while they were being led to their detention cell. 
 
It is a standard operating procedure in taking off the handcuff from the suspect when he 
is being led into his detention cell, locked him in while the suspect's handcuffed hands 
locked at the back are then slip out of the detention bars where the officers would 
unlock the handcuff without any threat to his life. 
 
While they were being led to their detention cell at 2 a.m., PO2 Alipio Balo was taking 
off the handcuff when the two men allegdely attacked him and grappled for his gun. 
 
In other words, the father and son suspects were shot dead by Balo while rescuing 
officer PO1 Michael Tomas shot Jaybee. Both suspects were dead on the spot. 
 

This scenario could have been averted had the arresting officer PO2 Alipio Balo, 
brought them inside their detention cell first, locked them, and when they are in, the 
suspects would bring out their locked hands so the officer can unlock the handcuff.  

It is unthinkable for the suspects who were handcuffed and in the custody of the police 
officers would fight it out when they know they are inside the police department. 

There was a violation of the SOP in the process of unlocking the handcuff of the 
suspects who were then outside the detention cell when they were allegedly shot and 
killed by the Pasay PNP cops. 

Philippine television news, notably coming from GMA and ABS-CBN, reported the 
almost daily news of drug pushers and users slain while being arrested but decided to 
shoot it out with the arresting PNP officers.  

The number of suspects killed in the illegal drug campaign as directed by no less than 
President Digong has reached an alarming level according to the data provided by news 
organizations. 
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Some observers said that this is the most economical way to save money on detaining 
them, feeding them, attending to their medical needs, and the cost of personnel 
maintaining orderly while these suspects are in detention waiting for their day in court. 

But where is the due process? Were the suspects killed afforded the opportunity to 
defend themselves legally? These are just but the many nagging questions people are 
asking the government about the sudden resurgence of drug suspects becoming a part 
of history. 

 
TOURISM 
 
Watching Dolphin Ballet in Tanon Strait in Negros Oriental 

By Randy V. Urlanda, Manila Bureau Chief Correspondent 

With their torpedo-shaped bodies, which enable them to move through water quickly 
and easily, a dozen or so four-meter long gray bottle-nosed dolphins for starters swim 
past the slow-moving white 20-seater motorized outrigger. Then, as if on cue to start 
their show, the hefty 200-kilo marine mammals using their powerful tail fins and flippers, 
make sharp turns and whizz diagonally underneath the boat at a dizzying 30 kilometers 
per hour gracefully. 

The short and stubby beaks of the dolphins give them an expression that looks like a 
smile, which make them look friendly, which they are, to the 20 tourists on board the 
Bais City dolphin cruise boat who watch in awe to their magnificent display of pelagic 
ballet—swirling pirouettes and churning pas de deux. 

Many scientists believe that dolphins rank among the most intelligent animals, along 
with chimpanzees and dogs. They feed on fish and squids and, like the bottle-nosed 
dolphins, the best known species, they live in warm tropical waters. Dolphins, which are 
very sociable creatures like humans, live in very close family units. 

Out of 23 species of marine mammals documented to have been sighted in the 
Philippine waters, nine have been seen in the Bais Bay-Tanon Strait area. This channel 
is acknowledged to have one of the biggest concentrations of cetaceans (the Order of 
marine mammal species like dolphins, whales and porpoises belong) in the world. 

The reason perhaps, as marine biologists surmised, for making Bais Bay-Tanon Strait, 
the narrow 20-km wide channel that separates Negros Oriental from the southern tip of 
Cebu, a haven for dolphins and whales, is that the coastal waters of the former have 
some of the world’s richest ecosystem, characterized by extensive coral reefs and 
dense mangrove forest. Blessed with warm tropical climate and high rainfall, these 
waters are further enriched with nutrients from land, which enable them to support a 
wide diversity of marine life. 
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Bais, which is one of the five component cities of Negros Oriental, occupies the east 
coast of the island in Western Visayas. It is 45 kilometers from Dumaguete, the capital 
city and gateway to Negros Oriental. 

Aside from the common bottle-nosed dolphin species that inhabits the unpolluted Tanon 
Strait other species include the long-snouted spinner dolphins, pan tropical spotted 
dolphins, Fraser’s dolphins, and Risso’s dolphins. When you get lucky, you can also see 
melon-headed whales, short-finned pilot whales, pygmy sperm whales, pygmy killer 
whales, and dwarf sperm whales. 

Aside from dolphin watching in Bais City, Negros Oriental is also renowned 
internationally for diving. Apo Island off the town of Dauin, where most of the province’s 
world class dive and beach resorts are located, has been voted by a global dive 
magazine as one of the “Top Ten Best Dive Sites in the World.” 

Because of its rich biodiversity, high fish population, and excellent coral reef condition, 
the Shedd Aquarium in Chicago, Illinois in the US, which houses the largest indoor 
aquarium in the world, spent $47 million that covers a 27,000-square-foot re-creation of 
Apo Island. The project too eight years in planning and three years of construction. 

Negros Oriental also boasts of 34 marine sanctuaries scattered throughout its 300-
kilometer long coastline. Inland, because of its thickly forested mountain ranges rising 
south to north parallel to the coastline, visitors could find over 200 waterfalls scattered 
all over the province. 

Complementing its breathtaking waterfalls are nine scenic lakes like the Balinsasayao 
Twin Lakes in Sibulan town, which are separated only by a narrow ridge. The Balanan 
Lake in Siaton, on the other hand, is hemmed in by dozens of balete trees that have 
been converted to tree houses. Valencia hosts four lakes while Bindoy has the 
Mantahaw Lake, and finally, Tayasan has the Tambulan Lake. 

For beachcombers, the beaches from the town of Basay to Siaton in the southern tip of 
the province pride itself of creamy to coral sands, while those from nearby 
Zamboanguita to Bacong have fine brown and sometimes blackish color. The beaches 
ringing Apo Island, on the other hand, are made up of shells and corals. 

Negros Oriental is mostly about nature and people. Occupying a modest southeast 
fraction of Negros Island, its 5,402.30 square kilometer land area constitutes the largest 
land area in the Central Visayas provinces and provides 60 per cent of Region VII’s total 
forest cover. 

So, if you want to discover spend your holiday in the Philippines’ lesser known “gem of 
an eco-system destination,” fly to Negros Oriental where you’ll savor nature at its best. 

 

         

 


