
FRONT  NEWS 

President Rodrigo Roa Duterte in his latest speech in Tacloban asks 

for Sen. Leila de Lima to resign. 

 

Sen. de Lima doubts fairness of House probe into 
Bilibid drug trade 

By Azer N. Parrocha 
 
MANILA, Aug. 29 (PNA) -- Senator Leila de Lima on Monday expressed doubt about 
the fairness of the upcoming congressional probe on her culpability in the reported 
illegal drug operations inside the New Bilibid Prison, noting that President Rodrigo 
Duterte has already judged her as guilty. 
 
“I’m judged guilty already by the President. And then you think that (the) House (of 
Representatives) Speaker will be anything near fair to me?” she told reporters in an 
ambush interview. 
 
De Lima last week said she will not attend the Congress probe as she would rather 
focus on her job as legislator. 
 
“I’m already judged guilty, I’m finished in so far as the President is concerned, that’s 
why he wants me to resign. Then I’m going to face the Congress?” she added. 
 
She reiterated that she would rather stay silent about the matter for now because she 
was already tired of repeatedly denying it. 
 
“I won’t say anything about that matrix anymore. I am tired of denying it. That’s all I will 
do because that’s what I know is true. I have nothing to do with it, that’s the truth,” the 
former justice secretary said. 
 
The neophyte senator admitted that although resigning has crossed her mind, after 
much reflection, she decided that resignation at this point will be “an admission of guilt 
and a sign of weakness”. 
 
“And I’m neither weak nor guilty,” de Lima said. 
 
President Duterte earlier asked de Lima to resign, a few days after he released a matrix 
that linked her to illegal drug operations inside the penitentiary. (PNA) 
CVL/ANP 
 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 



Sen. de Lima doubts fairness of House probe into 

Bilibid drug trade 

August 30, 2016 

By Azer N. Parrocha 

MANILA, Aug. 29 (PNA) -- Senator Leila de Lima on Monday expressed doubt about 

the fairness of the upcoming congressional probe on her culpability in the reported 

illegal drug operations inside the New Bilibid Prison, noting that President Rodrigo 

Duterte has already judged her as guilty. 

“I’m judged guilty already by the President. And then you think that (the) House (of 

Representatives) Speaker will be anything near fair to me?” she told reporters in an 

ambush interview. 

De Lima last week said she will not attend the Congress probe as she would rather 

focus on her job as legislator. 

“I’m already judged guilty, I’m finished in so far as the President is concerned, that’s 

why he wants me to resign. Then I’m going to face the Congress?” she added. 

She reiterated that she would rather stay silent about the matter for now because she 

was already tired of repeatedly denying it. 

“I won’t say anything about that matrix anymore. I am tired of denying it. That’s all I will 

do because that’s what I know is true. I have nothing to do with it, that’s the truth,” the 

former justice secretary said. 

The neophyte senator admitted that although resigning has crossed her mind, after 

much reflection, she decided that resignation at this point will be “an admission of guilt 

and a sign of weakness”. 

“And I’m neither weak nor guilty,” de Lima said. 

President Duterte earlier asked de Lima to resign, a few days after he released a matrix 

that linked her to illegal drug operations inside the penitentiary. (PNA) CVL/ANP 
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President Rody's Magnificent Obsession: Ongoing, 

Simultaneous Peace Talks in Oslo for Reds, Kuala 

Lumpur for Muslim Rebels 

August 30, 2016 

By Gina Villanueva, Associate Editor 

August 22 - As the Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP) consultants (previously 

freed from prison) meet today in Oslo, the Muslim rebels 12,000-strong Moro Islamic 

Liberation Front (MILF) on Saturday restarted peace talks with the Philippines in Kuala 

Lumpur, signaling the fruition of President Rodrigo Roa Duterte's magnificent obsession 

of being at peace with everybody as a national leader, to build a better nation for the 

next generation. 

The Agence France Presse  (AFP) wired news services reports that the Kuala Lumpur 

gathering is the first under the Philippines new president, aimed at ending decades of 

violence that has claimed tens of thousands of lives. 

The Muslim insurgents in the Philippines have been fighting for autonomy since 1970. 

Historically, though, they have been, since 1310. This one, for freedom from Western 

foreign invasion, and be left alone to rule their own kingdoms. The Maharlika Islands 

(now known as the Republic of the Philippines) originally had four main kingdoms: 

Luzon, Visayas, Mindanao, and Sulu. 

Jesus Dureza, presidential adviser on the peace process, told reporters in Kuala 

Lumpur, (Negotiations for the two sides) will discuss the road map to clarify certain 

issues. But let me warn everyone. It is not an easy task. It is very complicated," without 

elaborating. 

He described the Malaysia talks as the first sit-down one, between the two sides since 

Duterte took office, as a "big milestone for peace  in Mindanao." 

An accord signed in 2014 required the Muslims to lay down their arms after the law was 

passed creating an autonomous homeland in Mindanao and regional government was 

elected. 

But there was no unanimous consensus in Congress regarding the Basic Bangsamoro 

Law (BBL) so it was tabled, or relinquished to the back burner, and was never heard of 

again. It became politicized, in essence. 

  



The Aquino administration's excuse, meanwhile, is because a bungled raid into MILF 

territory that killed 44 police commandos in 2015 has helped derail the passage of the 

law, which vote was meant to take place in the May 2016 general election. 

MILF chief Murad Ebrahim welcomed fellow Muslim rebel Nur Misuari, chairman of the 

Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF), because he believes there has to be inclusivity 

in finding a solution leading to the establishment of the 'Bangsamoro'  (Moro statehood) 

autonomous region in the south, so that "if the peace process was successful the 

Islamic State (IS) will not garner the people's support." 

The Philippine Muslim separatists comprise these main groups -- the MNLF and the 

breakaway factions of MILF and the ABu Sayyaf kidnap-for ransom group. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

INNERVIEW 

By Gina Villanueva, Associate Editor 
  

Divide and Conquer: A Matter of Semantics?  
(Part 3 of 3) 
  
(Editor's Comment: In line with President Rodrigo Roa Duterte's imminent resumption of peace talks 
with the Muslim (and Reds) insurgents in the Philippines, which all failed in past administrations -- 
Gina revisits little known, if overlooked details in Philippine history: the Sulu Treaties, their historical 
implications, consequences -- in the Moros' centuries-old and still ongoing quest for self-
determination and self-government -- as stipulated in the UN Declaration of Human Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) "Article 4. Indigenous Peoples, in exercising their rights to self-
determination, have the right to autonomy or self-government in matters relating to their internal and 
local affairs, as well as ways and means for financing their autonomous functions.") 

  
De Quiros: 'Remembering only the Peace; not the Process' 
  
There are historical lessons to be learned from the foregoing narrative on Sulu  treaties. 
  
The sovereign status of Sulu as a Sultanate is undisputed in history. 
  
The Spaniards have acknowledged this in several of their treaties with the Sulu Sultan. 
  
British academician Alexander Dalrymple who was in Sulu in 1761 and 1764, has 
remarked that "Although Sooloo was an independent sovereignty so early as the 
beginning of the 16th century, its dominion was not then so extensive as it is above 
described (Majul, p.180), inferring that the Sultanate had expanded from its inception in 
the middle of the 1400s. 
  



And the Americans saw it expedient to enter into agreements with the Sulu Sultanate in 
recognition of its power over its subjects and the political prerogatives of the Sultan and 
his Datus, but such agreements were carefully calculated, in tandem with military 
maneuverings, to gradually divest the Sultan of his power. 
  
Mark that. 'Expedient' is the operating word, stupid. Then, after all is said and done, 
(when they're done squeezing blood from a turnip, that is) and you refuse to remain 
being their altar-boy -- the word graduates to 'expendable,'  -- got the drift? (Like what 
they did to the late ex-president Ferdinand E. Marcos when he refused to sign the 
document that calls for Marcos to relinquish "eternal" control of our country's natural 
resources to the international bankers -- so? -- they deposed him in less than an instant 
-- it was not the so-called Vatican-CIA backed 'people power'  that did -- that was just 
histrionics, zarzuela, telenovela, Shakespearean tragicomedy, ad infinitum -- a 
necessary, or expedient, if you will, means to justify the end -- but then I have already 
shared that part with you, in my previous blogs.) 
  
The treaties and other formal agreements entered into by the Sulu Sultanate (The 
Sultanate of Maguindanao from the time of Sultan Kudarat in 1639  likewise establishes 
its sovereignty over its territories in Central Mindanao)  with sovereign nations deserve 
closer scrutiny particularly for their historical significance and implications in the wake of 
the renewed interest on Moro self-determination rekindled by the controversial Moro 
Islamic Liberation Front (MILF)-Government of the Republic of the Philippines (GRP) 
Memorandum of Agreement on Ancestral Domain (MOA -AD). 
  
For one, pro-MOA-AD people, some of who are non-Muslims, are asking, what is the 
MOA-AD giving to the Moros that the Moros did not have in history dating back to the 
late Spanish period and early American regime? 
  
Surely, the ancestral domain issue is valid within this context, which if viewed 
dispassionately, is not at all scary on the part of the non-Muslims. 
  
For way back in the past, when the Sultans and Datus held sway in Sulu and Mindanao, 
these non-Muslims were already living with neighbor Muslims without encountering 
adjustment problems. 
  
In fact, in the case of the once undivided province of Cotabato, it was Moro politician 
Salipada Pendatun himself who encouraged settlers from the north to populate the 
expanse of lands that have now been divided into the provinces of Maguindanao, North 
and South Cotabato, Sultan Kudarat, Saranggani and the recently created Sharif 
Kabungsuwan. It seems therefore that the fears may be displaced at this stage. 
  
On the other hand, there is such a thing as adhering to a transparent process, where 
the negotiators of the MOA-AD from both sides, but mainly from the GRP panel, were 
found inadequate. 
  



In the words of columnist Conrado de Quiros in a past issue of the Philippine Daily 
Inquirer, "There is nothing wrong with the initiative they took. What is wrong -- deeply 
and awesomely so -- is the way they went about it. They embarked on a peace process 
remembering only the peace and not the process." (Conrado de Quiros, "Way to 
Peace," There's the Rub. Philippine Daily Inquirer, September 16, 2008) 
  
Although it may be true that talks on ancestral domain in relation to the pursuit of peace 
in Mindanao have been going on for several years before the issuance of the MOA-AD, 
still it cannot be denied that there were no periodic reports on the progress of the talks, 
nor preliminary documents being shown to the public to apprise it of developments. 
  
The MOA-AD document just suddenly appeared like the storms of August, taking a lot 
of people by surprise and scaring those who from the beginning have harbored 
reservations on Moro empowerment in Mindanao. 
  
Had the process been gradual and consultative in nature, with the public being informed 
of the historical roots of the issues involved, the proofs that show Moro entitlement to 
their present aspirations (such as historical existence of the treaties discussed in this 
blog), past demonstrations of the viability of the recommendations, the regulatory 
mechanisms which shall be put in place and the Constitutional hurdles which have to be 
confronted -- and most of all, the participatory nature of the process to eliminate fears 
and resistance from the stakeholders, then the introduction of the MOA-AD would have 
met with circumspect understanding among the Filipinos. 
  
This way, the MOA-AD would have served its purpose as a tool to upgrade the 
economic and political status of the Moros within the context of a sovereign Philippine 
government and the concept of co-existence with non-Muslims and other indigenous 
people in the areas of autonomy, rather than a bitter panacea tainted by politics and 
constitutional infirmity, and diluted by fears of a misinformed populace. 
  
My interminable appreciation and thanks go to my source, lawyer Mehol K. Sadain, who 
taught Islamic Law, Philosophy and Political Thought at the Institute of Islamic Studies, 
University of the Philippines. He served as Corporate Secretary in the Board of the 
National Power Corporation, and was Commissioner of the Commission on Elections. 
He lectures on Shari'ah at the Mandatory Continuing Legal Education (MCLE) Program 
of the UP Law Center, and Muslim-Christian Commonality, at the Philippine Judicial 
Academy of the Supreme Court. 
  
Shukran! 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

 

 



EDITORIAL 

AT LONG LAST 

Finally under the auspices of President Digong' s administration, the peace talks 
between the Philippine government and the CPP-NDF camp has hurdled the first step 
towards seeking a long lasting peace with the Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP) 
headed by former Lyceum professor, Jose Sison, better known as Joma. 

The negotiation talks between the two camps have failed in the past. But the desire of 
the Duterte administration to end the hostilities between the government troops and the 
NPA rebels has finally reached its level of seeking peace when the NPA rebels 
themselves, a few days ago, released its 4 army soldiers captured in July this year. 

Secretary Silvestro Bello and Secretary Jess Dureza both headed the government 
panel in the peace talks with Luis Jalandoni of the CPP-NDF held in Oslo, Norway. 

The President in one of his public appearances said, "Why do we need to kill each 
other? We can never achieve peace if we keep on killing each other." 

The government has been longing to find a solution to the rift between the government 
and the CPP-NDF represented by the New People's Army (NPA), but previous 
administrations failed to seek a dialogue until President Digong won the presidential 
election, and made his campaign promise to finally put an end to this conflict. 

Brighter futures  are at a stake when the rebels would finally put down their arms. 
Political prisoners will finally see the sunlight as they walk out of their prison cells that 
have been their homes for over decades of imprisonment. 

Hostilities will soon be a thing of the past if the peace talks would not a hit a snag as 
both parties continue to do their job in clearing the way for the Philippine government 
and the CPP-NDF embrace each other for the sake of those peace loving people. 

President Digong's relentless campaign against all those who defy the government 
peace initiatives , as in the case of the Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG), who has shown its 
terroristic approach to the offer of the President by way of continuing to inflict  harm and 
death to its captives will never see the hands of friendship of the President. 

There is always a space for anyone who has been at odds with the government to seek 
truce. The President has shown his sincerity when he sent the group of Secretary 
Abello and Secretary Dureza to Oslo, Norway to put an end to the hostilities with the 
CPP-NDF. 

Let us all join hands in this effort and let the wings of friendship fly in all corners of the 
Philippines. Let the Filipino people live in  peace.  



……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

STRAIGHT TALK 
By Ed Libranda 
 

PCGA supports USCGAux 
 
I have just arrived early Sunday afternoon from Phoenix, Arizona where I attended the 
United States Coast Guard Auxiliary National Convention where I represented the 
Philippine Coast Guard Auxiliary together with 6 delegates led by Rear Admiral Gerry 
Reyes PCGA. 
 
The Philippine delegation was composed of Commodore Elizabeth Salabas PCGA of 
the Western Visayan region, Commodore Rosa Diu, District Director of Zamboanga  
District, Capt. Willy Abuid and Capt Warren So of the NCR-CL district. Team Houston 
was composed of myself, Cdr. Tanny Suerte, Lcdr Jun Pascual, and Lcdr Monte 
Valmores. 
 
For the past 6 years that I have been attending the national convention of the United 
States Coast Guard Auxiliary, this is the first time that the Philippine dlegation was 
represented by 10 PCGA members, one admiral, 2 commodores, 2 captains, 2 
commanders and 2 lieutenant commanders. 
 
The presence of these PCGA officers is indicative of the sincerity of the Philippine 
Coast Guard Auxiliary to exchange vital information for the development and promotion 
of safety of life and property at sea, the protection of the marine environment and its 
resources, the conduct of maritime search and rescue, the maintenance of aids to 
navigation, recreational safety, and such other activities that enhance maritime 
community relations. 
 
These are the tenets that the PCGA is committed to support Philippine Coast Guard, 
and mainly the reason why the Philippine Coast Guard Auxiliary has consistently been 
sending delegates to the USCGAux NACON. 
 
Graciela "Grace" P. Hirogoyen, DIR-IdC, who conducted the International Roundtable 
for the international delegates hosted the presence of 3 international delegations from 
Australia, the Philippines, and the Dominican Republic. 
 
There is a suggestion from Dominican Republic to exchange vital information between 
Capt Albert Rano PCGA who is currently the Director of the Aviation Group. A 
significant effort on both countries to forge a reciprocal relationship on these two 
countries. Capt Rano is a retired United States pilot and is throwing his full support to 
the PCGA to develop the Aviation Support Group. Capt Albert Rano has personally 
assigned one of this planes to be used by the PCGA in any manner that will suit its 
purpose. 



 
Rear Admiral Gerry Reyes, PCGA Deputy National Director for Administration will soon 
spearhead again the International Clean Up Drive of which the Philippines topped the 
over-all number of volunteers worldwide. The volunteers from the Philippine Coast 
Guard Auxiliary  NCR-CL group will be activated again to join the rest of the volunteers 
this September 2016. I am planning to join them for this event representing the Team 
Houston, and will also plan to generate funds to help Gerry and his group to make this 
event a success. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

SEE-THROUGH 
By Yashika Torib, Manila Bureau Senior Correspondent 
  

Love and other drugs 
  
If rumors were true, a neophyte senator once shared dalliances with her married driver-
bodyguard. She just turned 57. 
  
That could have made her the best friend of the country’s president who has always 
been a self-confessed womanizer, even at the age of 71. 
  
Then again, that president is the very same person who’s trying to assassinate 
whatever political and womanly character the senator has built over her years of service 
to previous administrations. 
  
If the president’s allegations were true, the neophyte, philandering senator could just be 
the country’s drug super-lord. 
  
The blistering attacks of President Rodrigo “Rody” Duterte against Senator Leila De 
Lima has spanned a sea of controversies ranging from coddling drug lords, pushers and 
users during her stint as Justice secretary during the Aquino administration, to 
accepting drug-money to fund her senatorial bid, and finally down to her “immoral” trysts 
with her driver, Ronnie Dayan. 
  
Duterte’s vast network of intelligence has been working overtime to uncover names of 
drug personalities in the country in his staunch fight against illegal-drug use; in his latest 
interview, the president disclosed of a certain “matrix” showing De Lima’s connection 
with jailed drug lords in New Bilibid Prison. 
  
Sandra Cam joined in the bandwagon. 
  
The former whistle blower went more specific in exposing the senator’s connection with 
drug lord Jaybee Sebastian, whom De Lima was allegedly protecting even from her self-
initiated drug raids at the said penitentiary. 
  



Fugitive brothers Joel and Mario Reyes, both prominent politicians in Palawan, also 
escaped to Vietnam through De Lima’s assistance. It was also allegedly through her aid 
that former police intel Cesar Mancao was able to escape authorities from charges of 
killing publicist Bobby Dacer. 
  
With severe attacks from all sides, De Lima, strangely, shed the strong personality she 
is known for and decided to play the underdog. 
  
De Lima disappointed the anticipating public by skipping with her typical scathing 
remarks and rejoinders, and instead, settled on denying each and every allegation 
thrown at her, stating that her own intelligence staff discovered a massive character 
assassination projected against her. 
  
For a woman as strong and powerful as De Lima, something seemed amiss when she 
simply shrugged all accusations off and hoped that the president would stop hounding 
her. 
  
To top it off, De Lima wished (for her birthday) a new lover. 
  
On the other side of the verbal boxing ring, Duterte easily slid off the weighty concerns 
of the country by openly flirting with a young television reporter during a press 
conference. 
  
The septuagenarian president repeatedly made suggestive remarks to Lala Babilonia of 
state-owned PTV-4, saying they will be lovers just as De Lima and Dayan were. 
  
“Walang grabe-grabe sa pag-ibig,” (“There’s no such thing as ‘too much’ when it comes 
to love”), the president quipped. 
  
As the major thoroughfares of Manila and other nearby provinces are inundated with 
flood due to torrential rain and clogged sewage systems, the country’s top leaders were 
swamped with their own personal and political issues: criminality, graft, corruption, 
diplomatic ties with certain international groups, traffic, love, and other drugs. 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

NEWS AT A GLANCE 
 

Philippines OP Budget Hike 
By Gina Villanueva, Associate Editor 
  
August 29 - The budget of the Philippines' Office of the President (OP) under President 
Rodrigo Roa Duterte has been increased to P2.12 billion for 2017 from P302 million this 
year. 
  



His intelligence fund allocation was also hiked to P1.25 million for 2017 from P250 
million this year. 
  
Opposition Albay Rep. Edcel Lagman protested the 10-fold increase. 
  
Budget Secretary Benjamin Diokno pointed out that the Chief Executive expects to do 
much traveling next year to and from Davao City, including state visits in southeast Asia 
in preparation for the country's hosting next year of the 2017 Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) Summit. It also encompasses the acceleration of intelligence 
work in the campaign against illegal drugs, crime, and corruption. 
  
Breaking it down, Diokno declared that under 2017 Budget, some P11.07 billion goes to 
the OP; P749 million to the Department of tourism; P1.4 billion to the Presidential 
Communications Operations Office; P177 million to the Department of Trade, and P2 
billion to the Department of Interior. 
  
The President's representation allowance will also be increased to P7.5 billion in 2017 
from P139 million this year. 
 
........................................................................................................................................... 
 

The Roxas-Robredo Cheating in Mindanao Polls 
  

Massive election irregularity in the May 9 polls affecting the votes for national 
candidates in the presidential and vice-presidential races were bared this week during a 
weekly news forum held in Quezon City, Philippines. 
  
Manila Standard reports there were several incidents of electoral frauds in Basilan, 
according to the Alyansang Duterte-Bongbong (Aldub), a group of supporters named 
after President Rodrigo Duterte and Senator Ferdinand 'Bongbong' Marcos Jr. 
  
Victor Abillo and Abdurasad Teodoro, provincial coordinators of Aldub in Basilan, said 
their watchers reported that many voters were barred from casting their votes, by armed 
men who controlled the precincts. 
  
In many of these areas, Abillo pointed out, all the presidential and vice-presidential  
candidates had zero votes except the tandem of Liberal Party candidates (former 
Interior and Local Government seccretary Manuel Roxas II and Camarines Sur Rep. 
Leni Robredo) votes. 
  
The supporters of the Liberal Party (LP) also gave P1,000 to the voters of Barangay 
Candiis, to vote for all the candidates of the Liberal Party -- a clear violation of the 
Omnibus election Law, and other existing laws in the election. 
  
Witnesses in many parts of Basilan were willing to execute sworn affidavits, it was 
gathered. 



  
LP supporters in precincts 27A, 28A, 29B and 30A orchestrated the locking of the votes 
in favor of all the candidates of LP, aside from handpicking people in their precincts to 
shade ballots, by the barangay captain of Candiis. 
  
Similar irregularities have also been reported in Lanao del Sur and Maguindanao, 
according to two other witnesses that was shown by the media of the ballot shading in 
favor of Robredo. 
  
Most of the local candidates and their watchers were prevented by incumbent LP Mayor 
Samsudin Dimaukom supporters from even entering their precincts. 
  
Abillo said he urged the Commission on Elections (COMELEC) to immediately 
investigate the rampant cheating in the area. 
 
........................................................................................................................................... 
 

Duterte's Peace Process Gains New Impetus 
  

August 29 - With a proven track record of 20 years as a former Mayor of Davao City, 
who has successfully made the city a haven of peace and economic progress, 
Philippines President Rodrigo Duterte's government and Maoist-led rebels signed an 
indefinite ceasefire agreement in Oslo, Norway Friday, August 26. 
  
The agreement is part of a mutual effort to end a conflict that has lasted for nearly five 
decades and killed at least 40,000 people. 
  
It extends a truce in place during the Oslo meeting which started Monday last week. 
  
The ceasefire included a timetable for talks about political, economic and constitutional 
reforms. 
  
It also mapped out plans for Mr. Duterte's amnesty for political prisoners. 
  
Jose Maria Sison, the exiled founder of the Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP) 
told Reuters, "There is a clear plan to accelerate the peace negotiations." 
  
Norway's role as facilitator for the peace process began in 2001, with outgoing sporadic 
talks since 1985. 
  
The two parties (Philippines Government and the CPP) will meet again in Oslo on 
October 8.(GV) 

 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 



ENTERTAINMENT 
 

Rosanna Roces to marry partner Blessy Arias 
 
MANILA, Philippines – Actress Rosanna Roces said that she and partner Blessy Arias 
will marry in Canada next month, where same-sex marriage is legal. The couple will 
have another ceremony in the Philippines scheduled in December. 
  
In an interview on Rated K, Sunday, July 31, Rosanna or Osang shared how she asked 
Blessy if they could finally get married. The two first met when they were teenagers. 
"Will you marry me Bless? Ganun 'yung pagkasabi ko," Rosanna said. "Bless, I want to 
marry you. Taray pa din, 'di ba? Nag-yes siya agad. (She said yes right away.)" 
  
Blessy said: "[Kapag] magkasama kami (When we're together), 'yung simplicity ng life. 
Iyon 'yung tumatak sa akin. Hindi 'yung the showbiz side of her. (It's the simplicity of life 
– that's what made an impact on me. Not the showbiz side of her.)" 
  
The couple expressed how they are looking forward to spending the rest of their lives 
together. 
"I'll never have to sleep alone at night," Blessy said, as Rosanna added: "Sarap 'no (It 
feels good right)?" 
 
 
"Buti na lang ni-ready ko 'yung sarili ko na single ako para pagdating nung forever ko, 
single ako. So alam mo iyon, tumatak talaga sa isip ko na marunong ka maghintay," 
Rosanna said. 
  
(I'm just glad that I readied myself to be single so that when my 'forever' arrives, I'll be 
single. So you know, it just really stuck to my head that you have to learn how to wait.) 
  
Last February on Tonight with Boy Abunda, Rosanna confirmed that she was in a 
relationship. She was previously married to Tito Molina. – Rappler.com 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

SPORTS 

 
Filipina lifter ends country's 20 year medal drought; 
Hsu Shu-ching wins women's 53kg weightlifting at Rio 
Olympics 
And she's going to get quite a reward. 
 



 Under laws enacted in 2001 _ and until now, never needing to be actually acted upon _ 
any Philippines athlete who wins a silver medal at the Olympics is entitled to a bonus of 
2.5 million . 
 
Silver medal at the Olympics is entitled to a bonus of 2.5 million pesos. That works out 
to about $53,000 in U.S. currency. 
  
If she won gold, her prize would have been 5 million pesos, or about $106,000. 
  
"I am happy. I did not expect to win the silver medal," Diaz said. "I just aimed for the 
bronze medal." 
  
Several nations pay medal bonuses. The U.S. offers $25,000 for gold, $15,000 for silver 
and $10,000 for bronze. Russia's gold-medal bonuses for the Sochi Games were 
reported to be in excess of $125,000, and other nations that have paid bonuses in the 
past include China, Italy, Canada and Australia. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

TOURISM 
 

Bacolod’s Indigenous Pastries 
By Randy V. Urlanda, Manila Bureau Chief Correspondent 
  
Mention “piaya” to anybody who has been to Bacolod City and it conjures an image of 
that sweet flattened “hopia”-like pastry, whose popularity dates back to the Spanish 
colonial period. “Piaya”, a favorite “pasalubong” of visitors to this progressive capital city 
of Negros Occidental, is as old as the island’s sugar industry. 
 
The traditional piaya of the late 1890s, when Negros became the Philippines’ leading 
sugar producer, is rather flat and too crusty. To make Bacolod’s renowned pastry more 
palatable, Damiana M. Mercado, a noted Bacolena pastry chef, concocted her own 
version of the piaya in the late 1960s, that is relatively thicker, softer and tastier. 
 
A piaya is made of dough with sugar syrup filling made of “muscovado” sugar. This 
variety of brown sugar is obtained when boiling sugar is poured on a big wooden table 
and allowed to cool naturally. 
 
Damiana Mercado, popularly called “Tia” (Aunt) Dami, was the daughter of Bonifacia 
Conlu, whose expertise in biscuit and pastry making could be traced to her roots in 
Molo, a district of Iloilo City noted for those delicacies. Before she died at the very ripe 
age of 103, Tia Dami had already mastered the trade, including how to “sculpt” dough to 
make them into bird- and flower-shaped cookies when baked. 
 
Soon enough, the Mercado family, who baked the goodies just for their own 
consumption, became noted in Bacolod for their home-made cookies, from “barquillos” 



(rolled crusty thin wafer) to “sinambag” (camachile-shaped biscuit). What gives the latter 
a sheen is that egg white is brushed on the dough before it is baked. 
 
Due to insistent demand, Tia Dami finally opened her tiny bakeshop in 1973 at the 
corner of the family compound at Lizares corner Yulo streets at the edge of the city. 
Since Bacolod is right in the heart Sugarlandia and all her ingredients have sugar, Tia 
Dami aptly named her store Sugarlandia Barquillos, the latter being the most popular 
delicacy then. 
 
When Tia Dami died in 1993, her youngest and only daughter, Medalla (she has two 
brothers) took over the family business. A third generation pastry maker, the retired 
public high school teacher was the right heiress to Sugarlandia’s throne. 
 
To prove her worth, Medalla concocted the recipe for her rice crunch cookie which won 
in 1996 the “Best Entry for Food” award given by the Association of Negros Producers 
(ANP). The round cookie is made of rice flour, kamias prunes, eggs and sugar, of 
course. 
 
For the record, here are Bacolod’s other homegrown biscuits: “rosquites” (round biscuit 
made of rice flour), “masa podrida” (thick powdery square cookies), “banadas” (round 
biscuit topped with frosted sugar coating), round wafer-thin “galletas”, crusty “biscocho 
de cana” and “biscocho de principe, “luwag-luwag” (ladle-shaped biscuit), “kinamoncil” 
(round rose-shaped cookie with a hole in the middle), honey flakes biscuit and, of 
course, piaya and barquillos. 
 
Now, Medalla, who chose to remain single, is assisted by her ten nephews and nieces 
in minding the store after school and office hours. 
 
“My two brothers have other things in mind other than baking cookies,” claims Medalla, 
who manage the pastry shop. “That’s why I asked my nephews and nieces to attend 
seminars on pastry making or cooking lessons,” concludes Medalla. “That’s the reason 
why we now have tarts and other popular pastries, side by side with our native biscuits.” 
 
So, next time you go to Bacolod, the “City of Smiles” during the “MassKara Festival in 
October, be sure to bring home with you a boxful of Bacolod’s appetizing legacy. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

PHILIPPINE COAST GUARD AUXILIARY ATTENDS 
UNITED STATES COAST GUARD AUXILIARY 2016 
NATIONAL CONFERENCE (NACON) 
By Edward B. Libranda 

 
Phoenix, Arizona - A delegation from the Philippine Coast Guard Auxiliary attended the 
2016 National Conference of the United States Coast Guard Auxiliary held at the 
Arizona Grand Resort and Spa, 25-28 August 2016. The delegation was headed by 
Rear Admiral Gerry Reyes, deputy director for administration of PCGA. CDR Edward B 
Libranda PCGA; CDR Tanny Suerte PCGA; LCDR Jun Pascual PCGA, and LCDR 
Monte Valmores PCGA were part of the official delegation from the Philippines but 
stationed in Houston, Texas 

The Unites States Coast Guard Auxiliary conducts annually its International Round 
Table composed by international delegates from several countries, notably, 

Australia, Dominican Republic, Canada, Germany, and the Philippines. This year,the 
International Round Table was participated by Australia, Dominican Republic, and the 
Philippines. The Internatiional Affairs group of the USCGAux conducted the good 
exchange of information regarding aviation between the Dominican Republic and Capt 
Albert Rano of the Philippine delegation. 

Cdr Hirigoyen also announced that further training on international affairs will be 
conducted in Guam, being the nearest station of the USCGAux from the Philippines. 
  
The Commandant's Night held on the last day of the conference was held Saturday, 27 
August 2016 at the Grand Ballroom of the Arizona Grand Resort and SPA. United 
States Coast Guard Commandant Admiral Paul F. Sukunft graced the ocassion and 
attended also by outgoing USCGAux national commodore Vice Admiral Mark Simoni. 

Rear Admiral Gerry Reyes presented a memento to Vice Admiral Simoni during the 
opening ceremony, Friday, 26 August 2016 at the Arizona Grand Resort and Spa 
Conference Room. 

Vice National Commander Richard A. Washburn will take the helm during next year's 
NACON to be held at Orlando, Florida. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 



IMMIGRATION 

Republican and Democratic Party Platforms Reflect 
Parallel Universes on Immigration Policy 
July 28, 2016 
By Muzaffar Chishti and Sarah Pierce 
 
The stark contrast between the Republican and Democratic parties over immigration, 
laid bare during a contentious primary season, was codified as the party platforms were 
finalized and approved during the quadrennial national conventions. 
  
The roster of convention speakers further illustrated the gulf between the parties. The 
Republican convention gave prominent speaking slots to victims of crimes committed by 
unauthorized immigrants, as well as to Maricopa County Sheriff Joe Arpaio, who has 
attracted accolades, controversy, and litigation over his immigration enforcement 
tactics. 
  
The Democratic convention, by contrast, showcased several unauthorized immigrants 
who have become prominent activists, including some who have benefited from the 
Obama administration’s deportation-relief policies. 
 
Though party platforms are not binding on legislators or the executive branch, they do 
offer a clear picture of the issues animating the parties’ most vocal constituencies and 
often represent a roadmap for future legislative agendas. 
 
While the Republican platform is grounded in heightened concerns about border and 
national security, perceived weak enforcement of immigration laws, and high levels of 
legal immigration, the Democratic platform focuses on increased rights and protections 
for the unauthorized population and recent flows of Central Americans, as well as 
immigrant integration. In many ways, the sharply divergent platforms offer mounting 
evidence—even in comparison to earlier platforms—of how the two parties live in 
parallel universes on the subject of immigration. 
  
Unlike the 2008 and 2012 platforms, this year’s Republican blueprint does not endorse 
increases in any legal immigration categories, and the Democratic platform is silent on 
any new or renewed enforcement measures. The only commonality between the two 
platforms is the prioritization of citizenship for immigrants serving in the armed forces. 
 
The Republican Platform 
 
The Republican platform, not surprisingly, contains two central themes embraced by 
presidential nominee Donald Trump since he made immigration a centerpiece of his 
campaign: building a wall on the southern border and screening immigrants from certain 
countries or with certain religious affiliations. 
 



This year’s platform calls for walling off the entire 2,000-mile border, in contrast with the 
2012 version, which advocated finishing the double-layered fencing mandated along 
certain sections of the border under the Secure Fence Act of 2006. 
 
While the platform mirrors the Trump vow to build a wall along the entire U.S.-Mexico 
border, the document attempts to take a more nuanced and practical stance than the 
candidate’s recommended ban on admission of all Muslims or all individuals from 
regions with proven histories of terrorism. 
  
Instead, the platform advocates “special scrutiny” for foreign nationals seeking 
admission from terror-sponsoring countries or “regions associated with Islamic 
terrorism.” The platform also calls for renewal of the National Security Entry-Exit 
Registration System (NSEERS), a post-9/11 program under which males from 25 
predominantly Muslim countries were required to register and be fingerprinted and 
photographed upon entry to the United States or while within the country. NSEERS was 
suspended in April 2011. 
 
In a major departure from one of Trump’s primary themes, and in a concession to the 
standard party position, the platform is silent on enforcement measures against the 
estimated 11 million unauthorized immigrants—refraining from taking a stance on the 
candidate’s call for mass deportations. 
 
The Republican platform, for the first time in recent history, asks for a reduction in legal 
immigration by arguing that “it is indefensible to continue offering lawful permanent 
residence to more than one million foreign nationals every year.” And it seeks major 
revisions of the criteria for granting refugee or asylum status—by limiting protection to 
“cases of political, ethnic, or religious persecution.” 
  
The United States is one of 145 signatory countries to the Convention Relating to the 
Status of Refugees, which defines a refugee as someone fleeing persecution based on 
“reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group, or 
political opinion.” 
 
Elsewhere, the platform reprises the traditional fare of prior blueprints, but with a 
sprinkling of the more hard-edged rhetoric common today. These include preventing 
states from issuing licenses to unauthorized immigrants, mandatory five-year prison 
sentences for illegal re-entry, penalizing states and localities that are commonly known 
as “sanctuary cities,” and recognizing the role of states in immigration enforcement. 
 
The Democratic Platform 
  
Reflecting key concerns of its core constituencies, the Democratic platform centers on 
expansion of rights for unauthorized immigrants living in the United States and recently 
arrived children and families from Central America. 
 



Calling for an “urgent” fix of the “broken immigration system,” the platform endorses a 
path to citizenship for law-abiding unauthorized immigrants. And in the absence of 
legislation, the platform expresses the party’s commitment to defend and implement the 
Deferred Action for Parents of Americans and Lawful Permanent Residents (DAPA) 
program and expansion of the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program, 
both of which were sidelined by the Supreme Court. 
  
Consistent with Hillary Clinton’s campaign promise, the platform supports expanding the 
Obama administration executive actions to others, including parents of DREAMers. It 
also advocates that DREAMers be eligible for driver’s licenses, in-state tuition, military 
service, and an expedited pathway to citizenship. 
 
The Democratic platform also focuses on Central American migration, an issue of 
special concern due to recent increases in the arrivals of unaccompanied children and 
families at the U.S.-Mexico border. 
  
The document advocates a number of protective measures, some of which potentially 
would go further than the current administration’s actions: working with regional partners 
to address the root causes of violence in Central America, in-country and third-country 
refugee and parole processing, and expanding the use of humanitarian parole and 
Temporary Protected Status (TPS). TPS, which provides work authorization and 
protection from deportation to certain nationals of countries that have been deemed 
unsafe for repatriation, is available for qualified Salvadorans and Hondurans who have 
been in the United States since at least 2001. 
  
The program has not been extended to Guatemalans already in the United States. The 
platform also presses for government-funded counsel for unaccompanied children in 
deportation proceedings. 
 
The Democratic platform also calls for an end to “raids and roundups” of families and 
children, and seeks to abolish the use of private prisons and detention centers for 
immigrant detainees. In a move designed to address the effects of one of the more 
controversial provisions of the Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant 
  
Responsibility Act of 1996, the platform urges repeal of the bars that require certain 
unauthorized immigrants to stay out of the country for three or ten years (based on how 
long they lived in the United States without authorization) while applying for lawful 
status. 
  
The platform also stresses services and programs for integration of immigrants, 
included expanded access to English language classes and the promotion of 
naturalization. Importantly, it would allow all families, regardless of immigration status, 
to buy into Affordable Care Act exchanges. 
 
 
 



Vice Presidential Candidates 
 
Beyond the platforms, the immigration stances of the vice presidential picks are also 
being scrutinized for a sign of what policies might look like under a new administration. 
  
Both Virginia Sen. Tim Kaine and Indiana Gov. Mike Pence, the Democratic and 
Republican vice presidential nominees, respectively, have significant track records on 
immigration. 
  
Pence, who served in the U.S. House of Representatives for 11 years before becoming 
governor in 2013, gained considerable attention for promoting comprehensive 
immigration reform legislation in 2006, the Border Integrity and Immigration Reform Act 
  
. The bill, which he described as “no-amnesty” reform, would have required 
unauthorized immigrants to return to their country of origin before being permitted to re-
enter the United States as guest workers. 
  
Beyond this so-called touchback provision, the legislation included significant border 
and employer enforcement measures. 
 
During his time in Congress, Pence also sponsored and co-sponsored bills that would 
have authorized state and local law enforcement agencies to directly enforce U.S. 
immigration law, currently an exclusively federal domain; eliminated birthright 
citizenship; reduced total per-country legal immigration by one-half the number of 
unauthorized immigrants from that country who are residing in the United States; and 
eliminated the diversity visa lottery. 
  
He also favored increasing legal immigration for individuals who complete STEM 
doctorate degrees within the United States and raising the H-1B visa allotment. 
 
Kaine, the Clinton running mate, was elected to the Senate in 2012 and previously 
served as Virginia governor. Kaine has expressed support for the expansion of DACA 
and the implementation of DAPA. In 2015, he argued that DACA allows young 
immigrants to contribute to their communities and live without fear of being removed. 
  
Kaine in 2013 voted in favor of the last immigration reform bill that passed the Senate, 
and during that debate became the first U.S. senator to deliver a speech entirely in 
Spanish on the Senate floor; he also supported the DREAM Act. 
 
Significance of Party Platforms 
 
While party platforms are not binding, they can be good indicators of future legislative 
agendas. For example, a 2013 study published in the Journal of Political Science found 
that members of Congress historically have voted in accordance with their party 
platforms more than 80 percent of the time. 
 



Moreover, since the platforms are written by a coalition of party members, they are 
useful in gauging where party consensus lies. The silence in this year’s Republican 
platform on the issue of large-scale enforcement against the unauthorized population 
may, for example, reflect continued disagreement within the party. A Gallup poll out in 
July found that more Republicans favored a path to citizenship than deporting 
unauthorized immigrants or building a wall: 76 percent versus 50 percent and 62 
percent, respectively. 
 
Platforms can also highlight differences between the present and the future. This year, 
the Democratic Party had to walk a fine line: supporting the Obama legacy while making 
the case for how a Clinton presidency would differ. Platform writers did this by pledging 
support for expansion of the Obama deferred action programs and ending enforcement 
actions against children and families, for which the administration has received much 
criticism from within the Democratic Party. 

 


