
FRONT NEWS 

Amid Realignment Concerns, Philippines and Japan 

Unite 

By Gina Villanueva, Associate Editor 

October 31 - Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, Thursday in Kyodo (Tokyo) and Philippines 

President Rodrigo Roa Duterte affirmed their cooperation in resolving the territorial disputes in 

the West Philippine Sea (South China Sea) peacefully and in accordance with international law, 

a week after Philippines and China agreed to set aside the contentious issue to promote 

bilateral relations. 

The two countries signed an agreement for Japan to provide two large patrol ships for Philippine 

coast guard activities, financial -- through yen loans -- something Abe pledged when the leaders 

met in Laos last month. Japan has already delivered the first of 10 smaller patrol craft it offered 

earlier. 

"The Philippines will continue to work closely with Japan on issues of common concern in the 

region and uphold shared values of democracy, adherence to the rule of law and the peaceful 

settlement of disputes, including in the South China Sea, " Mr. Duterte told a joint conference 

following the meeting in Tokyo. 

The Philippines and Japan also signed an agreement leasing TC-90 training aircraft from 

Japan's Maritime Self-Defense Force to the Philippines for use in maritime patrols. 

Japan was the Philippines' top export destination in 2015, and the top donor of official 

development assistance between 1960 and 2014, according to the Japanese government. 

Japan pledged a 4.93 billion yen ($47.3 M) in yen loans for agricultural business promotion and 

peace-building on the southern island of Mindanao, where Mr. Duterte served as the longtime 

mayor of the city of Davao. 

Mr. Duterte also said Japan would be a crucial dialogue partner of the Association of Southeast 

Asian Nations (ASEAN), which the Philippines will chair in 2017, in efforts to ensure adherence 

to the rule of law. 

Japan's offerings, though, are dwarfed by China's pledge of billions of dollar deals with the 

Philippines during Mr. Duterte's four-day state visit to China. 

The Philippines and China agreed in a joint statement issued, following President Duterte's talks 

with Chinese counterpart Xi Jinping to exercise self-restraint in the South China Sea and hold 

regular bilateral dialogue on maritime issues. 

Mr. Duterte's scheduled audience with Emperor Akihito on Thursday was cancelled due to the 

demise of the emperor's uncle, Prince Mikasa, the oldest royal in Japan, who died at age 100. 



Philippines to Export Bananas to Japan 

October 31 - In providing improved livelihood sources for farmers, and former rebels, the 

Philippines sees feasibility of exporting bananas to Japan. 

This was one of the business deals worked out by Philippines President Rodrigo Roa Duterte 

during his three-day state visit to Tokyo, according to House Speaker Pantaleon Alvarez. 

The bananas from the Philippines would be transported to Japan by Farmind Corporation 

whose president is Tatstuo Horiuchi, long time friend of Alvarez who sought Horiuchi's help in 

the deal. 

The deal is aimed at sustaining the livelihood of farmer beneficiaries and rebel returnees. 

Horiuchi will import 20 million boxes of bananas, representing 30 percent of the Japanese 

market, which would enhance the present 2 million boxes being exported to Japan. 

Bohol Rep. Arthur Yap, chair of the House committee on economic affairs, declared that this will 

require an additional 25,000 to 30,000 hectares of planting areas for cultivation in Mindanao, 

that translates in job creation. 

A former agriculture secretary, Yap believes that the growth of the Philippine economy needs 

expansion in the agriculture sector, which represents 12 percent of the gross domestic product 

(GDP), given that two-thirds of the poverty level is in the agricultural sector. 

Read http://globalnation.inquirer.net/147945/japan-firm-to-import-ph-bananas 

 

  

Filipino Rebels Support Independent Foreign Policy 

October 31 -  In a piece written for Telesur TV,  by Prof. Jose Maria Sison, founding chairman of 

the Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP) and consultant to the National Democratic Front 

of the Philippines (NDFP), he lauded Philippines President Rodrigo Roa Duterte as he wrote, 

"While President Duterte himself has tried to inspire hope for change among the people, there 

are elements in his own government who wish to impose capitulation and pacification on the 

revolutionary people and forces and who wish to prolong the already discredited bankrupt US-

dictated neoliberal economic policy and perpetuate foreign and feudal domination in the 

Philippines." 

The Government of the Republic of the Philippines (GRP) negotiating panel, during the second 

round of talks in Oslo, from October 6-10, assured its NDFP counterpart that the accomplished 

release of 22 political consultants of the NDFP  from prison would be followed by the release of 

200 more prisoners who are sickly, elderly, women, and overly long in prison before the third 

round of talks begin in the third week of January 2017. 



Sison wrote, "The NDFP has become very open to forging a peace agreement with the GRP 

under President Duterte because of his avowals of opposing U.S. imperialism and the domestic 

oligarchy of big compradors and landlords and standing as the first left president of the 

Philippines who is determined to uphold national independence, expand democracy for the 

people, carry out national industrialization and genuine land reform, and realize an independent 

policy." 

"The NDFP is well-forewarned by the example of the Colombia's (Revolutionary Armed Forces 

of Colombia) FARC which accepted promises of concessions from the Santos government but 

which agreed to admit criminal liabilities and dissolve the people's army even before the 

implementations of reforms. Worst of all, it agreed to submit its peace agreement with the 

Santos government to a referendum which was obviously a device of entrapment and frustration 

of everything promised as beneficial to the revolutionary people and forces." 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

INNERVIEW 

By Gina Villanueva, Associate Editor 

Ameri-Ka's 70 Years Alliance vs. China's 600 Years 

Political, Trade Relations 

How about us singing this apropos song composed by Francis Lai, originally recorded by Astrud 

Gilberto -- proving that 'Love is Stronger Far than We,' which goes: 

We tell ourselves another season 

We turn away and find the reason 

We close our eyes to what we see 

But love is stronger far than we 

When we are close the world is singing 

And when we touch the moonlight is winging 

And there's no way to disagree 

For love is stronger far than we 

When hearts are meant for caring 

And lives were meant for sharing 

Then we are joined by destiny 



For love is stronger far than we 

Yes, we may say another season 

May say goodbye and find the reason 

But love decides how things must be 

For love is stronger far than we. 

 

Reacting to Philippines President Rodrigo Roa Duterte's announcement in China, of his 

"separation" from the United States, White House spokesman Eric Schultz last week, told 

reporters, "The U.S.-Philippine alliance is built on a 70-year history, rich people to people ties 

and a long list of shared security concerns." 

Seriously? 

Did you know that the Sulu people could have been Chinese nationals 262 years ago? 

Did you also know that trade relations, political relations and cooperation between Sulu and 

China spans 600 years (commemorated this year by both China and the Philippines) -- dating 

back to the Yuan dynasty (1278-1368)? 

The Sulu missions convinced the Chinese to view Sulu as an equal of Malacca. 

Since only foreign countries tributary to the Chinese court were allowed to enter Chinese ports, 

many countries or principalities in Malaysia sent tributes. Among these was the Sultanate of 

Sulu as early as the Yuan dynasty, and another tribute in 1417 from Sulu to the celestial court 

(recorded in the Ming Annals, Book 325 of the "History of the Ming Dynasty (1368-1643) of 

China," as abstracted by Groeneveldt, speaks of the Kings (Sultans) of Sulu as attacking Puni 

(Borneo) in 1368. 

My Muslim source tells me that trade with Sulu rule, European powers and the Japanese 

brought about the massive amounts of silver. 

Beginning in 1405, Emperor Yongle entrusted his favored eunuch Chinese Muslim named 

Zheng He (romanized as Cheng Ho), mariner, diplomat and  fleet admiral for a gigantic new 

fleet of ships designated for international tributary missions. 

Located in the Forbidden City of Beijing, China's First National Historical Archive preserves a 

very significant document presented by the Sultan of Sulu to the Qing Emperor in the 18th 

century, dated August 1743 that it is Sultan Mohammed Amirudin's appeal to Emperor Qian 

Long to include the territory and inhabitants of Sulu as part of China. The document was 

translated into the classic Chinese language. 

The historical annals of the Qing Dynasty, in its Qing Shi Lu recorded the event in 1754. 



It said that Qian Long diplomatically denied the sultan's request. 

If the emperor granted the request, then Sulu's history would have been rewritten. 

Najeeb Saleeby, in his "History of Sulu," wrote "Sultan Amirudin's name is foremost in the 

memory of the Sulus partly because of his able administration and partly because he is the 

grandfather of all the present principal datus of the Sulus. 

Sulu occupies a unique place in Philippine history. 

The island is the primary spot where Islam had its beginnings, and was propagated, hence. 

When the Spanish conquistadores colonized the Maharlika Islands in 1565, and named it the 

Philippines, they failed to take over Sulu until 1876. 

Sulu had unique relations with China. It had a rich tributary relationship with China since the 

early 1400s. 

Many are familiar with the story of Sultan Paduka Batara, who died in 1417 in Dezhou, 

Shandong province, on his way back home to Sulu. This was the sultan's first tribute mission. 

His heirs were left in China and are now well into their 24th generation. 

The Chinese annals described Batara as the "eastern king" and the most superior among the 

three. The two other rulers, Maharaja Kolamating and Paduka Prabhu, were the "western king" 

and "cave king," respectively. It is believed that Paduka Prabhu was Paduka Batara's brother-in-

law who most likely came from Borneo. 

At present, the special royal tomb of Sultan Paduka Batara, which has two gates, is a huge 

compound with a mosque and impressive stone statues of horses, lions, grooms, rams, 

generals, and tortoise.The Yongle Emperor gave Batara a funeral "as formal as for a Chinese 

king," and honorable name "Gong Ding (Cauldron of Duke Mao)," and an epitaph the emperor 

wrote himself: 

"Now then, the King, brilliant and sagacious, gentle and honest, especially outstanding and 

naturally talented, as a sincere act of true respect for the Way of Heaven, did not shrink from a 

voyage of many tens of thousands of miles to lead his familial household in person, together 

with his tribute officers and fellow countrymen, to cross the sea routes in a spirit of loyal 

obedience." 

Paduka Batara is the only ancient Filipino king buried in China. 

When the last farewells were said, Paduka Batara's eldest son, Rakiah Baginda returned with 

his mother to Sulu to succeed his father's throne. 

Batara's second wife, Gemuning (or Kamulin) remained in China with her two younger sons to 

guard the tomb and observe the three-year mourning rites. 



Throughout their stay, the emperor provided the family with accommodations and pensions. 

Kamulin went back to Sulu in 1424 but returned to China a year later, and never looked back 

since. 

A Tehchow gazetteer from the mid-18th century described what happened to Batara's two sons: 

"His second son Wenhali and third son Antulu and some 18 followers stayed to tend the tomb. 

At that time, they could not mix with the Chinese because of their language, but the Muslims all 

took them in, and led their children and grandchildren to practice their Muslim customs, so they 

adopted their faith...Now there are 56 households of them, scattered in the northern and 

western barrios, and they intermarry with the Muslim people." 

Kamulin and the two princes later died, their remains buried in the same mausoleum that 

houses their father's tomb. Figuratively though, Batara and his sons never truly died as their 

DNAs were passed on to their descendants who were products of the intermarriage between 

the two princes and the Muslim locals. 

These same descendants officially became part of the Chinese population when their 

application for citizenship was approved during the 9th year of the Kangxi Empire in Qing 

dynasty (1731 A.D.) with surnames Wen and An, apparently derived from their forefathers. Five 

hundred of these descendants now live in Dezhou city, while an estimated 3,700-odd are 

scattered all over China. 

The only burial place in China built for a foreign (Filipino) king, Paduka Batara's mausoleum at 

the Decheng district in Dezhou city was officially included among the historical and cultural sites 

protected by the Shandong Provincial Government in 1977. Almost a decade later, in 1988, it 

was listed as a national historical site -- as a valuable and symbolic recognition of friendship 

between the Philippines and China, and has allotted Sultan Bataran's Shrine a total of one 

billion Chinese yuan (P7-B) for the development, rehabilitation, renovation and construction of 

new buildings of the Muslim villages of the descendants of Sultan Batara. The project is ongoing 

and expected to be completed in three years. 

Unbeknownst to most Filipinos are the two "mosts" that Sulu boasts. 

First, it has the longest tributary relationship with China. 

Second, it sent the most numerous missions to China. 

In the overall, 16 tribute missions journeyed to China, spanning two dynasties and 349 years 

(1417 Ming Dynasty to 1763 Qing Dynasty). 

Other islands like Butuan sent tribute missions in 1011 but were few and far apart, and stopped 

when they were colonized by the Spaniards. 

That Sulu continued its relations with China is believed to be its desire to be independent from 

Spain, and therefore acted as a sovereign state. 

 



From this historical data, it is apparent that China -- at that time -- had no territorial ambitions 

toward the Philippine Islands -- it is unfortunate that this is not a well-known fact in both 

academic and historical circles, or even the arrogant, bigot Western international corporate 

presstitutes, (stenographers), for that matter. In President Duterte's words, "unggok, mga gago 

(stupid monkeys)." 

This close relationship between Sulu and China is recorded in 420 documents compiled in 

Volume 2 of 'The Philippines: A Collection of Archives on the Relations Between China and 

Southeast Asian Countries in the Qing Dynasty. Of these, 73 documents contain materials 

about Sulu. 

Descendants of Chinese migrants are still in Sulu including the current governor of Sulu 

Abdusakur M. Tan, whose bloodline is Chinese. 

In barter trading, it is between Tausugs, Chinese and Malaysians. 

It is a well-known truth that there are only two types of foreigners who went to Sulu who did not 

wage war against the Moros. These are the Chinese and the Arabs, because Chinese entered 

Sulu for business ventures. (http://zabida.com,/news/artist-tawasil-visits-sulu-sultans-tomb-in-

china.html#.UUFTyVft.He) 

FilipiKnow.net records that many Filipinos have visited Paduka Batara's tomb and his 

descendants have also traveled to Sulu not just to share their descent but also to celebrate 

Sino-Philippine friendship. 

To the claim of the United States' 70 years of alliance with the Philippines, it definitely pales 

hugely in comparison to the 600 years tie with China, from who food is one of the greatest 

influence, not to mention  love of family (clannishness), frugality, humility, industry, patience, 

fortitude, kindness, hospitality, frugality, language, culture, tradition, respect for parents, elders, 

and each other, Chinese New Year, values and beliefs, use of porcelain, methods of mining, the 

loose style clothing of early Tagalogs, sleeved jackets and loose trousers of Moro women and 

words like tanghoy (lamp), susi (key), tza (tea), tiani (tweezer), mangkok (bowl), sangko (eldest 

brother), and ditse (eldest sister). Chinese traders arrived in Maharlika Islands in the 13th 

century and displaced Arab traders. They also introduced gambling as in jueteng, and mahjong. 

Junk were the trading ships from South China for barter (exchange of goods or services) where 

they bartered goods such as silk, porcelain, copper, iron, needle, plow, glass mirror and 

assorted glass beads, while Filipinos bartered with cotton, pearl, coconut, abaca, tortoise shell, 

beeswax, betel nut and uta cloth. 

The greatest legacy of China to the Philippines is commerce and trade. The Chinese population 

stands at 800,000 to a million, a majority of who speak Fookienese from Jinjiang, Shishi, and 

Nan-an, Cantonese, from Guangdong aand Guangxi, and Mandarin from Taiwan. 

The Philippines' national hero Jose Protacio Rizal is also part Chinese. 



The Philippine economy is dominated by the Chinese. Examples are Henry Sy (founder of the 

largest malls in the Philippines), Lucio Tan (owner of various businesses -- Philippine Airlines, 

Fortune Tobacco, Tanduay Rhum, etc), Tony Tan Caktiong (Jollibee fast food chain, the burger 

chain that beats McDonalds in the Philippines), Gokongwei, Aisano (malls and dept. stores) and 

many more Chinese business enterpreneurs, sometimes called 'Tsinoys.' 

So now, for the 70 years alliance that the U.S claims to have on the Philippines. What is the 

legacy?  The introduction of education with their blatant inaccuracy and lies of history textbooks 

written in their favor. Dragged the country into WW2, with still unpaid Filipino war veterans most 

of who have died waiting. Graft and corruption. Double standard. Hypocrisy. Condescension. 

Industrial pollution from transnational corporations, while they talk about climate change (sic!). 

Ousted the late president Ferdinand E. Marcos for his refusal to sign the international banksters' 

prepared document for Marcos to relinquish his country's natural resources to the international 

banksters' "eternal" control -- in the guise of the Vatican-CIA sideshow of the so-called 'people 

power' by Cardinal Sin, that today still remains a stigma for all Filipinos, worldwide, who have no 

inkling about the truth -- thanks to the successfully handled international corporate presstitutes' 

stenography of lies. Perpetual poverty. Lapdog/colonial mentality. Plunder and pillage. Rape 

and murder of Filipino women. The unconstitutional Visiting Forces Agreement (VFA) and the 

Enhanced Defense Cooperation Agreement (EDCA). Destruction of our coral reefs in the 

designated UN World Heritage sites. The freedom of coming in and out of the country sans 

visas. The ruse of securing Philippine maritime territory but in reality, just announcing its sound 

and fury (and military might, signifying nothing) against Russia and China, being that the 

Philippines is the most strategically located sovereignty -- between the two nuclear powers. 

As President Duterte said during his talk with Japan's Economic Forum, "The Americans have 

helped us in many ways before, but they ate of the fat of my land." 

Under State Policies, the 1987 Philippines Constitution stipulates in Article II, Section 7: "The 

State shall pursue an independent policy. In its relations with other states the paramount 

consideration shall be national sovereignty, territorial integrity, national interest, and the right to 

self-determination. 

Meanwhile, under Transitory Provisions, Article XVIII, Section 25 explicitly says: "After the 

expiration in 1991 of the Agreement between the Republic of the Philippines and the United 

States of America concerning Military Bases, foreign military bases, troops, or facilities shall not 

be allowed in the Philippines except under a treaty duly concurred in by the Senate and, when 

Congress so requires, ratified by a majority of the votes cast by the people in a national 

referendum held for that purpose, and recognized as a treaty by the other contracting State. 

When the Supreme Court (SC) upheld the constitutionality of the EDCA, the late senator, and 

former presidential aspirant -- lawyer Senator Miriam Defensor Santiago asked the Senate for a 

renegotiation or abrogation of the VFA, "Philippine sovereignty, as well as the rights and dignity 

of its citizens, suffered immensely during the 17 years of operation of the VFA. Let us assert our 

sovereignty and call for the total abrogation of this agreement." 

 



Also chair of the Senate Foreign Relations committee, at the time, she lamented in November 

that the VFA makes the Philippines dependent on U.S. putting military modernization in the 

back burner -- arguing that because of the VFA, the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) has 

not felt the need to modernize sufficiently. 

Lawyer Santiago revealed why EDCA and VFA should be declared invalid for two reasons: "The 

executive claims that it is not a treaty but merely an executive agreement, and it was not 

submitted to the Senate for concurrence. The flaw of the VFA, meanwhile, lies in the fact that it 

is not considered a treaty by the U.S." 

Additionally, the senator said that the SC's decision to uphold the constitutionality of the EDCA 

is an "open defiance of the constitution" as it allowed the president (Benigno Aquino III) to enter 

into executive agreements through its broad powers in foreign relations, and in effect, 

diminishing the "treaty-making power of the Senate." 

Authored by Santiago in November, the Senate adopted Senate Resolution No. 105 which 

states that without Senate concurrence, any treaty or international agreement, including the 

EDCA is invalid. 

An JIng, one of the Sulu king's ancestors in Dezhou City who is aware of the West Philippine 

Sea issue was quoted as being hopeful, who told Filipino journalist Ellen Tordesillas 

(http://goo.gl09cW5Ya), "Our hearts are connected." 

Which takes me back to my above-captioned blog title: Love is stronger far than we.  

Six hundred years of ties with China cannot be undermined. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

EDITORIAL 

WHO TO PLAY WITH? 

The recent political ploy by Philippine President Rodrigo Roa Duterte to heavily criticize the 

United States and the European Union for their alleged intrusion into the the illegal drug 

campaign by President Digong has only heightened the anger made by the Obama 

administration, hence the tirade made by the President Digong towards the US government. 

There is no other recourse for the Philippine President to maintain good relations with the 

Obama administration but to openly make President Digong's unhealthy remarks towards 

President Obama when he used vulgar words to characterize President Duterte's during their 

ASEAN Summit Meeting in Vientianne, Laos a few months ago. 

Is this an orchestrated effort by President Duterte to appease the Chinese government to soften 

their stance against the Philippines in their effort to generate more positive notes in the coming 

months to come. 



The United States government needs to improve more of their various initiatives to continue on 

with their agreements made and inked with the previous administration. It is primarily centered 

on whether EDCA would stand as it is. No less than the Philippine Supreme Court has declared 

it a legal document, but some political quarters are saying that it is not since it was never ratified 

by the Philippine Senate. 

First, the US government made such an agreement to use the five bases, not only to protect the 

Philippines against the giant China, but merely to use the Philippines against any advance 

movement from China even before the Chinese could reach US mainland. 

Now that the Philippine President has made his political move to launch his own political agenda 

to maintain status quo and bring both parties to a negotiationg table and exchange economic 

notes and discused other matters relative to the upliftment of our Filipino fishermen in the 

Scarborough Shoal. And by the way, President Digong was successful in this area when the 

Chinese government has lifted its restriction when the almost all of the fishermen from Masinloc 

Zambales, and other parts of Pangasinan can now freely fish in that part of the contested area. 

There are only two things to consider by President Digong, whether to side with the Americans 

or the Chinese. President Digong is almost right in dealing with the Chinese government  

because the President was able to bring home to the Philippines nearly $30 billion in economic 

trades. 

As the President said, he does not want to be "subservient" and be a "lap dog" to the US 

government and ultimately be a YES SIR to all the whims and caprices of the United States. 

But the Philippine President should not be told not to negotiate and maintain good relationship 

with China, the reason why President Digong made his first state visit 100 days after he was 

inaugurated as the President of the Philippine Republic. 

The US economy, by and large is hinged mostly on Chinese products, and US has a deficit of 

almost $ 366 billion in trade with China, and the United States government owed China more 

than $1.5 trillion. So President Digong, the 7th Philippine President since diplomatic relations 

between the two countries were formally established in 1975,  is right in the first place in making 

his first state visit to China, after a fruitful visit to Brunei. 

And the Philippines, after all, has not formally severed its diplomatic relations with the United 

States. The rhetoric by President Digong against the US and EU is just for himself, and does not 

in any way.affect the official diplomatic relations with both the US and the EU. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

 

 



STRAIGHT TALK 

By Ed Libranda 

BAJO DE MASINLOC - OPEN FOR BUSINESS 

Finally, the Filipino  fishermen can now openly make their trade at Scarborough Shoal or better 

known as Bajo de Masinloc. President Digong has made it clear after his recent state visit to 

China that the plight of the Filipino fishermen were taken and that soon China will formally 

announce the result of the negotiation. 

The President did not make any commitment or make any pronouncement in this area lest he 

might not get what he wanted from China regarding the tight guarding of the China Coast Guard 

in the Scarborough Shoal. 

True to his promise that he will bring up the desire of the Filipino fishermen to have an 

unhampered fishing in that contentious area, and that the Philippines won its case against the 

Chinese government regarding our rightfull claim as owner of Bajo de Masinloc (Scarborough 

Shoal), has finally brought the Filipino fishermen the freedom to effect their trade in that area. 

The Chinese government has been trying to gain the trust and respect of the Philippine 

leadership, and in this instance the proliferation of made-man islands in the South China Sea. 

The Philippines through President Duterte has made its move to start the process of regaining 

the trust of China by saying that the Philippines will not put into their agenda the discussion on 

the maritime dispute between the Philippines and China. 

Instead President Digong has said he is open to a bilateral discussion between the Philippines 

and China. This diplomatic approach by the President has made it easier for both the two 

countries to discuss the issue, in what the China has claimed to be a better approach to 

resolving their differences. 

And the Chinese government has finally made it known to the whole world that they are a 

country that has one word, and that is what they say is what they do. The Filipino fishermen 

were obviously happy to have finally made its trip to Bajo de Masinloc and started fishing openly 

without any interference or any threat from the China Coast Guard. 

On the other hand, the various man-made islands established by the Chinese government is 

directed mainly to the maritime threat, not from a small country like the Philppines but 

specifically from the United States. 

But right now, the Philippines should be happy to have all the blessings that President Duterte 

has brougth back to the Philippines in such a short time he is in Malacanang. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 



SEE-THROUGH 

By: Yashika F. Torib, Manila Bureau Senior Correspondent 

The loss of moral resolve over fame 

Curious how some people, staunch opponents of illegal drugs and all, lose their moral resolve 

over a fine looking actor arrested for drug use a few weeks ago. 

Case in point is the two lady cops in Police Station 6 in Angeles, Pampanga where actor Mark 

Anthony Fernandez was initially detained following his arrest. 

The policewomen took a selfie shot with the actor prior to his detaining. 

Fernandez was arrested by the police on Monday night for possession of marijuana at a 

checkpoint in Barangay Virgen delos Remedios in Angeles City. 

A box of marijuana was found in the trunk of his car but the actor claimed that it was planted by 

the police. 

Fernandez attempted to escape arrest but was later apprehended. He eventually admitted to 

using marijuana since he was diagnosed with cancer in 2008. 

Two young lady cops were not able to contain their admiration for the erstwhile actor and 

flashed their sugary star-struck smiles and took a photo with him, seemingly forgetting their 

supposed stance against drug users regardless of the latter’s status in the society. 

Netizens found the photo offensive and exclaimed labels of unprofessionalism, promiscuity and 

prejudice. 

Philippine National Police Director Gen. Ronald “Bato” Dela Rosa sympathized with the cops’ 

“overwhelmed” reaction with Fernandez that they abruptly forgot that they are police officers. 

The women’s show of a fan-girl behavior was forgiven by the PNP chief, known to be a tough 

adversary of criminals and drug addicts. He, however, referred the case to the PNP’s Internal 

Affairs Service (IAS) for investigation on whether the policewomen violated any laws (?!). 

Even this sentiment drew flak from the public who were contending that what the lady cops did 

was a conduct unbecoming of an officer, bringing dishonor to their profession by falling below 

the level of moral conduct expected from them. 

Further acts of partiality were shown not only by the police but by some of Fernandez’s fan 

base, camping outside the police precinct and displaying their support. His supporters were 

taking photos beside his sports car parked outside the jailhouse while some were crying 

sympathy over the “poor and kind” actor. When asked as to why they are supporting Fernandez, 

young ladies gushed how Fernandez is a good-looking man and sharp skills as an actor. 



It seems that people can easily forget their stance against drug abuse when the accused is their 

favorite actor. 

And just when drug addicts and pushers, ordinary citizens and plain-looking men, were arrested 

on a different day, they were simply thrown-in with other inmates regardless if the prison cell is 

overcrowded; roughed-up and forgotten just as fast as they were seized. 

As for Fernandez, his showbiz family already requested and succeeded in transferring him to a 

better and spacious cell while filing motions with the court. They also appealed for further 

support and compassion from the public and their fans. 

Curious how perspectives can sometimes be twisted. 

Here you’ll ask where justice and fairness is. 

If Mark Anthony Fernandez can get such favorable treatment, sympathy and attention from the 

public and law enforcers, why can’t the rest have the same? Or to have it in a better point of 

view, why can’t this drug-using actor have the same treatment as with the other addicts? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

NEWS AT A GLANCE 

No More Foreign Troops, Pursue Independent Foreign 

Policy 

October 31 - "I have declared I will pursue an independent foreign policy. I want, maybe in the 

next two years, my country -- free of the presence of foreign military troops," Philippines 

President Rodrigo Roa Duterte told Japanese businessmen in Tokyo. 

He was willing to invalidate defense pacts with longtime ally United States, if necessary. 

Mr. Duterte told the Japanese audience that he sought only peace and friendship and the 

Philippines' friendship with Japan would remain intact. 

He said America wants him to be likened to a dog on a leash, with their economic aid to be 

given to the dog farther while the dog barks and goes for it. 

He added that the United States is implying that if Mr. Duterte does not stop "biting" criminals, 

Washington would hold back a treat for him. 

He told them off, saying, "Do not fuck with the dignity of my people, " adding that the Philippines 

will survive, no matter how impoverished, and that what matters is to retain its sovereignty. 

 



 He admitted that the United States has helped in many ways in the past, but at the same time, 

"they ate the fat of my land."-GV 

 

 

Philippines' Kylie Verzosa Wins Ms. International 

Crown 

October 31 - - "I cannot believe this moment right now, and I am ecstatic and happy," Kylie 

Verzosa responded through her tears, in Thursdays Tokyo-based contest, as Philippines' 

Rodrigo Roa Duterte departs from Japan homeward bound. 

The Philippines, yet again -- easily won over 68 other aspirants for the crown, for the tilt's Top 

15 speech round, with Kylie's "Three things come to mind when I think of Miss International -- 

culture, education, and international understanding. These three work together to make the 

brand of the Miss International pageant relevant to the global community in our time." 

"If I become Miss International 2016, I will devote myself to cultural understanding and 

international understanding," she continued. "Because I believe that it is with developing in each 

of us sensitivity to other cultures that we expand our horizons, tolerate difference, and 

appreciate diversity. All these enable us to achieve international understanding. And I believe I 

am prepared to take on this responsibility." 

Her speech was the only one that drew cheers and applause from the audience. It seems that 

she was the only one in all the categorical contests, especially the national costume part that 

never fails to get audience response. 

Her achievement marks the country's sixth victory, and the last day of Mr. Duterte's state visit to 

the Land of the rising Sun. 

Ms. Verzosa clasped her chest, broke into tears  on her proclamation as the winner. Her 

predecessor Edymar Martinez put the pearl-encrusted crown and robe on her. 

Her victory came two days after her fellow Binibining (Miss) Pilipinas queen Nicole Cordoves, 

placed second in the 2016  Miss Grand International pageant held in Las Vegas in the U.S. 

As she wears the international crown, Ms. Verzosa is expected to work on projects that foster 

international understanding. 

The Philippines last won in the pageant in 2013, with Bea Rose Santiago taking home the 

crown. Santiago's victory also coincided with the state visit to Japan of the former president 

Benigno Aquino III. 

 



The other Filipino winners of the Miss International were Gemma Cruz (1963), Aurora Pijuan 

(1970), Melanie Marquez (1979), and Precious Lara Quigaman (2005). -GV 

 

 

Filipino Fishermen Back in Panatag Shoal 

October 31 -- Filipino boat captain Aniceto Achina, 40, said Wednesday "We received a radio 

message that some of our fellow fishermen were able to approach the Panatag Island 

(Scarborough Shoal). The Chinese Coast Guard did not intercept their boats." 

He said those who gained access asked Achina to send additional supplies, confident they 

would be able to fish there again without harassment by Chinese vessels. 

On Sunday, while visiting typhoon-ravaged victims in northern Luzon, President Duterte said 

Filipino fishermen may be able to return soon to the shoal after separate talks with the Chinese 

government, but was not sure if they'd keep their word. 

The Philippine delegation to china rejected language in a proposal that indicated the Chinese 

were going to "allow" or "permit" Filipino fishermen to go back to the shoal. Disagreement over 

language in the Panatag proposal apparently did not stop the Chinese from loosening their grip 

on the shoal. 

Achina and his 11-member crew left Wednesday for the shoal. Another fisherman, Rodel David 

said he and other fishermen would seize every chance to fish again at Panatag. 

The fishermen said that one of China's patrols approached the boats of the fishermen but did 

not drive the Filipinos away. 

Read http://globalnation.inquirer.net/148222/filipino-fishermen-are-back-in-panatag 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

TOURISM 

Awesome Surigao del Norte 

Randy V. Urlanda, Manila Bureau Chief Correspondent 

It was a sunny morning when we left the busy port of Surigao City in the northeastern tip of 

Mindanao. Suddenly, after an hour of sailing on the calm sea, the leaden sky over Dinagat 

Sound poured rain while strong winds whipped up white-capped waves across the now raging 

channel leading to Siargao Island. The thick veil of rain and the heaving ocean blurred the 

clump of islands ahead of us. 

 

http://globalnation.inquirer.net/148222/filipino-fishermen-are-back-in-panatag


The squall sprayed brine and rain into the cramped passenger compartment of our white 30-foot 

motorized outrigger drenching our motley group, composed of local government and tourism 

officials. Soon, we could see the outline from a distance of the coastal town of General Luna, a 

surfer’s paradise in the island of Siargao that juts out into the vast Pacific Ocean. 

“Weather here changes in a matter of minutes,” says Ruben, the boat’s pilot, as he steered 

confidently our vessel away from an incoming three-meter wall of rolling wave. Before the 

tempest, we passed along dense mangrove forests, crisscrossed by a labyrinth of natural 

canals that laced the coastlines of a couple of islands adjoining Siargao. 

Siargao’s well-preserved ecosystem helps sustain its rich marine resources, as well as its most 

feared giant reptile inhabitants—estuarine crocodiles that can grow up to six meters in length 

and weigh up to 1,000 kilograms—that lives in the wetlands of Del Carmen town in the western 

coast of Siargao. 

Surigao del Norte, which faces the abysmal underwater canyon known as the Philippine Deep, 

the world’s second deepest spot underwater at 10,497 meters below sea level after the 

Marianas Trench (11,000 meters below sea level), is a mosaic of islands with ivory beaches, 

hidden waterfalls, enchanted caves, secluded lagoons, and a mountain lake ringed with 

primeval rock formations. It is an exotic paradise that is virtually untouched, unspoiled and 

undiscovered by the outside world. 

True to its climatic reputation, the gloomy Surigao morning sky cleared and the seething waters 

became placid before we reached the surfing capital of the Philippines, the scenic town of 

General Luna on the southeastern coast of Siargao. The bucolic town, which boasts of a 22-

kilometer stretch of sugar-fine sand coastline, faces a wide canvas of unequalled beauty—blue-

green seas with big rolling white-capped waves on the horizon, outlined by an emerald isle with 

an alabaster beach. 

“General Luna was discovered in 1992 by intrepid foreign surfers out to discover surfing areas 

in the archipelago,” claims Dorothy Pabayo, former regional director of the Department of 

Tourism who guided our group. “As a result, General Luna became a household name among 

foreign adventure tourists searching for a pristine tropical paradise where they could enjoy their 

pelagic sport in an environment still untouched by commercial tourism,” concluded Pabayo. 

In 1994, Surigao del Norte, dubbed as the “Gateway to Mindanao” via the so-called Eastern 

Nautical Highway, has been identified as a secondary and potential destination of the tourism 

department’s tourism master plan. The mountain Lake Bababu, situated in the town of Basilisa 

in the equally beautiful island of Dinagat, is a sight to behold. The steep vertical inclines add 

thrill to an avid adventurer with strong lungs. 

Santa Monica waterfalls, on the other hand, in the northwestern tip of Siargao resemble flowing 

bridal veils of water falling from atop a mountainside inside a virgin forest. Sohoton cave in 

Bucas Grande Island, which is accessible only during low tide, is navigable only through a 

narrow hole-in-the-wall entrance, which is submerged during high tide. Inside the cave is a 

breathtaking vista of a green lagoon with several islets in the middle. 



Mainit Lake, situated between the mainland towns of Mainit and Alegria, is a sight to behold 

during certain seasons of the year when it margined by a profusion of purple water hyacinths 

and white lilies. Its placid waters are also a sanctuary for thousands of wild ducks and other 

migratory birds. With an area of 17,340 hectares of freshwater, the pear-shape lake is the fourth 

largest lake in the Philippines. 

Buenavista Cave, on the one hand, is renowned for its unusual rock formation. Situated in one 

of the island villages of Surigao City, the unique shapes of its stalactites and stalagmites gives 

an illusion of a cavernous palace hall, complete with inner chambers. In Libjo town, its 

picturesque cove is so serene that its deep blue waters remain calm even during the height of a 

typhoon. Surrounded by verdant karst islets, the magnificent cove in the western shore of 

Dinagat Island is ideal for scuba diving, boating and fishing. 

The western rock-bound coast of Dinagat, on the other hand, has ethereal seaside springs (they 

exude fresh water during high tide and brine during low tide), while caverns and a small lake are 

tucked in on a forested promontory. 

With all these natural wonders in one place, Surigao del Norte is indeed a mosaic of all the 

scenic wonders of the Philippines, captured in vivid colors of nature in its fullness. 


