
PacMan draws flak even after apology from anti-gay 

comments 
By: Yashika F. Torib 

 

Arms crossed on his chest, Senatorial candidate and Philippine boxing icon Manny “Pacman” 

Pacquiao issued a brief statement and apology to the LGBT community for his most recent anti-

gay comments. 

 

Shot inside his house, Pacman apologized for comparing gays and lesbians from animals but 

maintained his stand on same-sex marriage. 

 

“I’m sorry for hurting people by comparing homosexuals to animals. Please forgive me for those 

I’ve hurt. I still stand on my belief that I’m against same sex marriage because of what the Bible 

says, but I’m not condemning LGBT. I love you all with the love of the Lord. God bless you all 

and I’m praying for you,” Pacquiao said in a short video clip posted on his Instagram account. 

 

The apology came a few days after Pacquiao made a remark against same-sex relationships in a 

video interview posted on TV5’s election site. 

 

“It’s common sense. Do you see animals mating with the same sex? Animals are better because 

they can distinguish male from female. If men mate with men and women mate with women, they 

are worse than animals,” the eight-time world champion said. 

 

Responding to the storm of controversy, the Sarangani congressman initially took to Instagram 

and posted an image of himself and his wife, quoting the Bible and saying, “I rather obey the 

Lord’s command than obeying the desire of the flesh. I’m not condemning anyone, but I’m just 

telling the truth of what the Bible says.” 

 

Pacquiao represents the province of Sarangani in the House of Representatives, though is often 

absent during Congressional sessions. In one of his few speeches, he quoted heavily from the 

Bible as he attempted to stop a proposed law, since passed, giving free condoms to the poor. 

 

The human-animal comparison drew strong reactions, not only from the LGBT community, but 

from the entertainment, sports, politics and common civilians alike.  

 

This likewise earned the disapproval of sports apparel company Nike, one of Pacman’s major 

endorsements, and was later sided on by his boxing promoter, Bob Arum. 

 

“Nike strongly opposes discrimination of any kind and has a long history of supporting and 

standing up for the rights of the LGBT community. We no longer have a relationship with Manny 

Pacquiao, which is accurate,” the US-based retailer said.  

 

“As Manny’s promoter, I must say that I agree with Nike,” Arum said in a separate interview. 

“They’re (Nike) in the business of selling products and Manny’s remarks were offensive to many 



people, particularly those in the gay and lesbian community. And Manny shouldn’t have said 

what he did and Nike acted appropriately,” he added.  

 

Arum further admitted that this may not only affect Pacquiao’s candidacy for Senator, but also 

the ticket and pay-per-view sales for his fight with Timothy Bradley, apparently his last fight, 

this coming April 9.  

 

Meanwhile, Pacquiao dismissed Nike’s decision of dropping him as an endorser and said he 

respected the company’s decision. However, the boxing icon once again took to Instagram just 

hours after Nike announced it would be ending its relationship with him and quoted a passage 

from the book of Leviticus which calls for men who have sex with men to be put to death. 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

Duterte to Roxas: How stupid can you get? 
By: Yashika F. Torib 

 

The word-war wages on between presidential aspirants Manuel “Mar” Roxas II and Davao City 

Mayor Rodrigo Duterte.  

 

In an press interview, Duterte called Roxas a “zombie” and “stupid”.  

 

The tough-talking mayor recalled how Roxas, then the Secretary of the Department of Interior 

and Local Government (DILG), acted after the onslaught of Super Typhoon Yolanda in 2013. 

 

“I was there day two. Si Mar parang zombie rin. Hindi malaman kung ano ang sasabihin. Nag-

drama ka, nagbisikleta ka, natumba ka saka kumain ng kanin sa baso, how stupid can you get?” 

Duterte said.   

 

Meanwhile, the Liberal Party standard bearer retaliated and said that Duterte was merely trying 

to regain attention as “he is slipping from the latest presidential surveys”.  

 

“Syempre naghahanap siya ng paraan para makasama muli sa usapin ng ating mga kababayan. 

Dati-rati sabi niya mahusay ako, malinis ako. Ngayon kung anu-ano ang sinasabi tungkol 

sa’kin,” Roxas said in a separate interview in Siquijor. 

 

Latest Social Weather Station (SWS) survey revealed that Duterte ranked fourth with 20 percent 

while Roxas was at third with 21 percent.  

 

The verbal match between the two presidential aspirants erupted in December when Duterte 

claimed that the former was not a graduate of the Wharton School of Economics of the 

University of Pennsylvania. 

 

Duterte insisted that Roxas’s Wharton credential is a myth much like the latter’s claim that the 

peace and order in Davao is a myth. 

 



This prompted Roxas to challenge Duterte in a slapping match and later in a fist fight.  

 

Duterte, meanwhile, called on for a gun duel. 

 

SC ends oral arguments on Poe DC case 

 

As the word-war resumes between the two, another presidential aspirant deals with her own 

battle with the law as the Commission on Elections (COMELEC) seeks to cancel her certificate 

of candidacy (COC) and the Supreme Court’s ruling on her citizenship and residency is yet to be 

released. 

 

Amid pleas to speed up the proceedings, the Supreme Court has finally wrapped up its oral 

arguments on Sen. Grace Poe’s disqualification case last Tuesday after five rounds of hearing 

since January 19.  

 

Chief Justice Maria Lourdes Sereno ordered the case parties to expound on their arguments 

through memoranda that shall be submitted on February 22, Monday. 

 

After receiving the memoranda, the cases would be deemed “submitted for resolution”. 

 

The oral arguments, involving two petitions of Poe requesting the high tribunal to abolish 

COMELEC’s decision to disqualify her from the presidential race, reached five days where 

respondent petitioners presented their defense. 

 

They were also interpolated by the magistrates.   

 

As the SC ruling is yet to be released, Poe nonetheless has already started her campaign early 

this month with her running mate Sen. Francis “Chiz” Escudero. 

 

She has also earned the support of Solicitor General Florin Hilbay at the said case.  

 

The top government lawyer insisted that Poe is a natural-born citizen eligible for election to 

national post. 

 

On the last day of the oral argument, Hilbay defended that foundlings, as what Poe was defined 

to be, are natural-born citizens because “they are impliedly so recognized” based on texts of 

deliberations on drafting of the 1935 Constitution, which applies to Poe. 

 

He maintained that foundlings are natural-born under the Constitution. “The silence of the 

Constitution on citizenship of foundlings mean that the framers saw no need to say explicitly so. 

Foundlings are natural-born citizens as a matter of right because it is safe to assume that their 

parents are Filipinos,” he said, further stating that they should be accorded rights to equal 

protections and equal access to opportunities for public service.  

 

On the residency issue, Hilbay affirmed that Poe has met the 10-year residency requirement 

since she returned to the country with her children in 2005.  



 

Meanwhile, COMELEC stands its ground on the Poe DC case  and stressed that her intention to 

stay in the country for good was absent since she decided to keep her US citizenship, continued 

to use her US passport until 2010 after returning in the country in 2005, and was ambivalent on 

residing in the country. 

 

It insisted that Poe only reacquired her domicile in the Philippine on August 31, 2006. This falls 

three months short to the 10-year residency requirement. 

 

The COMELEC also contended that she is not a natural-born Filipino because she has unknown 

parents and “parentage is indemonstrable”. 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

30 YEARS OF EDSA PEOPLE POWER: The ‘Truths’ That 

Emerged 
By RIDERGIRL Manila 

 

The Philippines gained the respect of many nations back in 1986 as it displayed courage without 

violence through a massive protest in the Quezon City’s main thoroughfare, EDSA versus then 

President Ferdinand Marcos and his ‘dictatorship’. 

 

From the assassination of Senator Benigno ‘Ninoy’ Aquino and the news why he died followed, 

the number of the movement versus Marcos increased underground. 

 

Soldiers met by nuns with rosaries, offered candies, flowers and hugs or human barricades with 

children of five rows deep in front of tanks were the pictures that splashed in international news. 

It was as they said before, “To gain back the freedom that was lost”. 

 

Cory Aquino, Ninoy’s widow rose to power and took her oath as the ‘People’s President’. 

Fast forward to 2016, the EDSA People Power Anniversary; almost 30 years after. 

 

The last couple of years, the amount of people who have frequented anniversary celebrations in 

EDSA have decreased dramatically.  In 2014, the EDSA Revolution was moved to Cebu by 

President Noynoy Aquino who said that there was also a People Power in Cebu.  Last 2015, the 

celebration was very subdued, purposely, the EDSA People Power Commission (EPPC) said 

because this year for the 30th year anniversary celebration, they will go ‘all out’.  True enough, a 

two-week series of celebrations started last February 15 and will end on February 26, 2016 as per 

the EPPC. 

  

The netizens, when asked about their thoughts about the People Power ’86, have just shrugged 

their shoulders and said, “mahirap pa rin kami… wala naman nagbago, lumala pa” (we’re still 

poor, nothing has changed really, it even became worse). 

30 years later, the rich political and business few are still the same families that rule the country. 

The people who are experienced calamities progress and recover at snail’s paces.  The OFW is 



still the government’s gold mine and yet have been treated with injustice in our own airports.  

The Aquino-Cojuangcos, from the time in 1899 that General Antonio Luna moved the wealth of 

the revolution from the Ilocos Treasury and the Governor of Pampanga his girlfriend in Paniqui, 

Tarlac named Ysidra Cojuanco and three days after he was killed by men of Emilio Aguinaldo 

emerged to be the most powerful clan and landowners in the entire Philippines, fueled more to 

power by the rise of their clan to political power up to the Presidency of Cory Aquino, Ysidra’s 

granddaughter from one of her four sons and now, the Presidency of Cory’s son, Noynoy. 

 

Therefore, the democracy that was supposed to be restored by this revolution is only an ideal but 

not in truth. The Aquino-Cojuangco’s power was hiding behind the Marcos Dictatorship and 

fully emerged to be the beast it is, slowly but surely. 

 

Now, many netizens believe that the real essence of the 1986 People’s Revolution is that the 

People who fought for democracy actually gave more power to a people who are adept at 

hugging power to gain personal interests. 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

NEWS AT A GLANCE 

 

China confirms 'weapons' on disputed island 
BEIJING - China confirmed it has weapons on a disputed island in the South China Sea, state 

media said Thursday, as criticism grew over Beijing’s increased "militarization" of the 

strategically vital region. The US and Taiwan both said China had placed missiles on Woody 

Island, part of the Paracels chain. ...  

 

Persons with disabilities (PWD) - friendly buses launched 
MANDALUYONG CITY, Feb. 19 -- The continuing modernization of the country’s public 

transport system reached another milestone with the launch of new buses for the point-to-point 

(P2P) bus service. These new buses have free onboard WiFi, global positioning system, CCTV, 

and the tap-and-go payment system. ... 

 

GMA ask SC to stop plunder trial over PCSO 
Former president Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo is asking the Supreme Court to stop the 

Sandiganbayan from proceeding with the hearings on her alleged involvement in the P366-

million Philippine Charity Sweepstakes Office fund anomaly. 

 

Al Vitangcol tells SC: Abaya, Roxas are the ones liable for MRT maintenance 

mess 
MANILA - Former Metro Rail Transit (MRT) 3 General Manager Al Vitangcol said the 

administration's standard bearer for the presidency, Manuel "Mar" Roxas, and current 

Department of Transportation and Communications (DOTC) Secretary Joseph Emilio Abaya 

should be held liable and charged before the Sandiganbayan ...  

 

 



US airs concern on Chinese missiles 
WASHINGTON—US Secretary of State John Kerry on Wednesday slammed China for its 

increased militarization in the South China Sea, after Beijing deployed surface-to-air missiles on 

a disputed island there. “There is every evidence, every day, that there has been an increase of 

militarization of one kind or another.  

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

EDITORIAL 

 

ELECTING A NEW PRESIDENT 
 

The old Constitution stipulates that a new president shall be elected to a 4- year-term with one 

extended term if reelected. This is alsos true as far as the manner in which the US president is 

elected. 

 

This was changed in 1986 after the downfall of the strongman and former president Ferdinand 

Marcos who was toppled by the infamous Edsa Revolution. The government of Cory Aquino 

was good only for a 6-year term with no reelection. Some constituationalists say this new 

provision in the new Constituion would discourage the sitting president to enrich himself while 

in office.  

 

But not during the term of former President Joseph "Erap" Estrada who was ousted by the People 

Revolution. Estrada opted to leave Malacanang Palace instead of a possible armed conflict that 

was brewing the Philippine National Police headed by then police chief Panfilo Lacsion who 

later on was elected senator for a two six-year term. 

 

This May 2016, the Filipino voters will witness again the election of a new president. Is this just 

a remake of those who have campaigned for a new Philippines, with tons of promises on how the 

presidentiables  will solve all the ills of the Philippine government. How to run the government 

on a "daan matuwid" espoused by President Benigno "NoyNoy" Aquino III. Whether this "daan 

matuwid" by President Aquino has become successful would depend on how the Filipino voters 

will decide on whether they will vote for former Local Government Secretrary Mar Roxas. 

Roxas elevation to the presidency this May 2016 is a clear manifestation of the "daan matuwid" 

of President Aqunio. 

 

Whoever will be the next occupant of Malaccanang Palace, other than Roxas will show that the 

claim of Aqunio that his "daan matuwid" is a road to success, is just but a total failure. The 

Filipino electorate, by not electing Roxas, would show their total displeasure on how President 

Aquino's governance has failed in most of the major issues confronting the country. 

 

Come political drama of promises will reberveratea again, as it has been since the election of 

President Manuel Roxas in 1946. When will the Filipino people get tired of PANGAKO NA 

NAPAKO (unfulfilled promises)? 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 



Entertainment 

 

John Lloyd Cruz, Angelica Panganiban Reportedly Breaks 

Up 
 

There are speculations that John Lloyd Cruz and Angelica Panganiban have reportedly ended 

their romantic relationship. If the reports of several showbiz sources would be analyzed, the two 

have separated ways for about two months now. Both stars have reasons to remain mum about 

this issue. 

  

According to reports, it is the management of Star Magic and ABS-CBN that have decided not to 

squeal this information to the public. Some insiders assert that this is just logical because the 

company wants to protect the two stars from the possibly negative implications of the alleged 

breakup. 

  

Protection measure The supposed split up came at a crucial time for the careers of both stars. 

Less than two months ago, Cruz’s blockbuster movie ‘It Takes a Man and a Woman’ opened in 

theaters. Star Cinema could have possibly been worried that the news about the breakup may 

affect the box-office performance of the movie. 

 

‘It Takes a Man and a Woman’ is continuously breaking box-office records. Some insiders assert 

that it has already surpassed the box office success of ‘Sisterakas’ (2012, starring Kris Aquino, 

Vice Ganda, and Ai Ai delas Alas), which held the record for being the highest grossing Filipino 

movie of all time. 

 

There are speculations that John Lloyd Cruz and Angelica Panganiban have reportedly ended 

their romantic relationship. If the reports of several showbiz sources would be analyzed, the two 

have separated ways for about two months now. Both stars have reasons to remain mum about 

this issue. 

  

According to reports, it is the management of Star Magic and ABS-CBN that have decided not to 

squeal this information to the public. Some insiders assert that this is just logical because the 

company wants to protect the two stars from the possibly negative implications of the alleged 

breakup. 

  

Protection measure The supposed split up came at a crucial time for the careers of both stars. 

Less than two months ago, Cruz’s blockbuster movie ‘It Takes a Man and a Woman’ opened in 

theaters. Star Cinema could have possibly been worried that the news about the breakup may 

affect the box-office performance of the movie. ‘It Takes a Man and a Woman’ is continuously 

breaking box-office records. Some insiders assert that it has already surpassed the box office 

success of ‘Sisterakas’ (2012, starring Kris Aquino, Vice Ganda, and Ai Ai delas Alas), which 

held the record for being the highest grossing Filipino movie of all time. 

  

For her part, Panganiban launched her latest TV drama ‘Apoy sa Dagat’ several weeks ago. She 

has also been subjected to several nasty rumors concerning her attitude and her recent revelations 



about her past boyfriends. Rumors spreading like wildfire It can also be recalled that about the 

same time, rumors spread that Cruz and Panganiban were having relationship problems. 

  

According to some reports, the two did not actually fight but it seemed that they hardly have time 

for each other. On top of this, there were even reports that Cruz has been sighted several times 

dating other girls. 

For her part, there are even wilder rumors that Panganiban is finally rekindling her flames with 

ex-boyfriend Derek Ramsay. Panganiban and Ramsay’s past relationship lasted for more than 

seven years. They had been living in together before they decided to part ways in 2012. 

  

In her recent tell-all interview with Star Studio magazine, Panganiban revealed the real reason 

why her relationship with Ramsay ended. That interview became very controversial as Ramsay’s 

camp contested some of the accounts, especially those parts wherein Panganiban claimed to have 

suffered a different kind of torture. Turbulent start Panganiban and Cruz immediately got into a 

relationship shortly after Panganiban broke up with Ramsay. 

  

At that time, Cruz had been separated from his latest girlfriend, Shaina Magdayao, who in turn 

recently revealed that she suffered depression after that split up. It remains unclear up to now 

whether Panganiban or Cruz would confirm the breakup speculations. It can be noted that the 

two have recently remained mum whenever asked about possible problems in their relationship. 

But sources insist that the truth would come out eventually no matter how hard any party tries to 

conceal it. 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

SPORTS 

Bob Arum Comments on Manny Pacquiao's Claims About 

Gay Couples 

Boxing promoter Bob Arum responded on Wednesday to Manny Pacquiao's comments on gay 

couples in which the boxer suggested to a local TV station they were "worse than animals." 

 "I think it’s reprehensible," Arum told Mich Abramson of RingTV.com. "I’m in favor of same-

sex marriage. I’m in favor of gay rights. A lot of my friends are gays, particularly in California 

and Hollywood, so it’s very offensive to them and that’s what I’m most concerned about." 

Arum was also hoping boxing fans will distinguish Pacquiao's statements from his own beliefs or 

the beliefs of Timothy Bradley and his camp, as the two fighters near their third fight against one 

another on April 9. 

  



"The only way you do damage control is he apologized and we move away from the possibility 

that anybody would think we or Bradley or anyone connected to the fight believes in what he did 

say," Arum told Abramson. "And if (Pacquiao) believes it, it’s unfortunate but that’s his belief." 

The fallout has been severe since Pacquiao told the TV5 network (via Mike McPhate of the New 

York Times), "It’s common sense. Do you see animals mating with the same sex? Animals are 

better because they can distinguish male from female. If men mate with men and women mate 

with women, they are worse than animals." 

Pacquiao quickly took to social media to apologize, including this message on his Instagram 

account: 

Pacquiao's statements have already cost him, however. On Wednesday, Nike ended its 

endorsement deal with the boxer, per Darren Rovell of ESPN.com. 

"We find Manny Pacquiao's comments abhorrent," Nike said in a statement, per Rovell. "Nike 

strongly opposes discrimination of any kind and has a long history of supporting and standing up 

for the rights of the LGBT community." 

Arum said if he ran Nike, he "would fire [Pacquiao] too, per Rovell. 

While it's possible that Pacquiao will continue to lose endorsements in light of his comments, 

Arum's primary concern is ensuring that people remain intrigued by the 37-year-old's fight with 

Bradley, possibly Pac-Man's final bout. 

"I’m putting a fight on," Arum told Abramson. "I’m not promoting a politician." (Timothy Rapp) 

  

ENRILE ON PACQUIAO'S REMARKS AGAINST LGBT 

Senate Minority Leader Juan Ponce Enrile came to the defense of Sarangani Congressman 

Manny Pacquiao whose remarks against the LGBT has made millions of his Twitters followers 

dwindled to just 10,000 as of Thursday. 

Enrile told the LGBT to go to Mars where they can do whatever they want. The 92-year old-old 

lawmaker remarked, "That same sex marriage is unnatural." 

The senator from Cagayan Valley said that what Pacquiao is showing is his leadership better 

than most people. 

But Drilon said that Pacquiao should know better. He shows in inexperience in dealing with 

sensitive issues especially with the LGBT. Drilon further said, "I will not commit the same 

mistake that my good friend Manny Pacquiao did. He committed a mistake there, an aspect we 

should be on the lookout among those in authority, He used wrong language, but he has already 

apologized," said Drilon. 



Critics of the Filipino boxing icon, meanwhile, resorted to media bashing by lambasting 

Pacquiao for his stand on same sex marraige. Even Pope echoed his pronouncement on "Who are 

we to judge?" Senator Bongbong Marcos, in his campaign sorties, referred to the Holy Father's 

comment on who are we to judge. Then the son of the late strongman Ferdinand Marcos, then 

said who are we to judge? 

The congressman from Sarangani invited LGBT members for a dinner in his home to show his 

honesty and sincerity in making those controversial comments which irked the LGBT 

community. 

"He will win this election hands down. Kahit anong batikos mo (No matter how you hit him)," 

Enrile said. 

Enrile went further and was asked what if he were criticized for siding with Pacquiao, Enrile 

said, "Anong pakialam ko sa kanila kung banatan ako. Sasabihin ko sa kanila, 'sira ulo nyo 

eh...anong ginagawa ninyo? (laughs). Di naman kayo Diyos (I dont care if they criticize me. I 

will tell them they are out of their minds; what are doing. You are not God)." 

Former Manila City Mayor and now party list representative Lito Atienza, an avid follower of 

Pacquiao came to the aid of the boxing champ. Even Atienza, who is a fierce critic of the same 

sex marriage proposals, said he agreed on Pacquiao's "strong stand" against sex marriage. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Tourism 

An Exciting Discovery Tour of Distant Tawi-Tawi By Randy V. 

Urlanda, Manila Bureau Chief Correspondent 

Mention Tawi-Tawi and it conjures a kaleidoscope of images for seasoned travel writers of blue, 

green, white, and a blur of colors of its 106 islands’ rich marine life, pristine white beaches, a 

spurting mud volcano, and vibrant cultural traditions of its indigenous island people. 

Tawi-Tawi, the Philippines’ southernmost province near Sandakan in Sabah, is a microcosm of 

eco-tourism destinations not found in other parts of the Philippines. This is the reason why 

despite the “troubles” in the Deep South, there is a continuous trickle of the more adventurous 

(and fearless) travelers who wouldn’t miss the exciting Tawi-Tawi island-hopping experience in 

their lifetime. 

Tawi-Tawi lies 305 kilometers southwest of the Zamboanga peninsula in mainland Mindanao.  

In one balmy afternoon in November 1991, we, together with a small group of giddy Manila-

based travel writers and photographers and staff of the Bureau of Domestic Tourism Promotion 

(BDTP) of the Department of Tourism, boarded the BRP Rajah Humabon, a 1,160-ton World 

War II vintage destroyer, one of three of its class, that was the biggest warship in the Philippine 

Fleet. 



Humabon became our floating hotel for the 12-day “First Sulu & Tawi-Tawi Discovery Tour” 

organized by the DOT under then BDTP’s chief, Dir. Cynthia Lazo. The lady group members 

slept in comfort inside the ship’s cabins, while we slept on mats under the stars feeling secured 

inside armored nests of 40mm anti-aircraft guns and platforms of 3-inch .50cal machine guns of 

the former destroyer escort of the US Navy. 

After sailing for more than 12 hours across the vast Sulu Sea from the Navy’s port in Zamboanga 

City, we dropped anchor at the bay of Bongao, the bustling capital of Tawi-Tawi. The point of 

entry and exit for barter traders, seaweed farmers, and regular passengers bound for Sandakan in 

Sabah when a Philippine passport was not a requisite then to enter the eastern Malaysian state. 

First stop after settling down in Bongao was Simunul Island, 11 kilometers south of the capital, 

considered the “Cradle of Islam” in the Philippines where the first mosque was erected in 1480 

by Sheik Karimul Makhdum, an Arab imam. Simunul is home to beautiful olive-skinned women 

with Moorish features, descendants of Makhdum and other Middle Eastern holy men who 

followed after him. 

After admiring from a distance the island’s dusky beauties with brown eyes and aquiline noses, 

we sailed for five hours to the “floating town” of Sitangkay, where most of its houses were built 

on stilts and atop paved mounds of coral stones and tagged as the “Venice of the Orient” due to 

its canals connected by arching stone bridges, thus the sobriquet. Nine-meter long dugouts with 

outboard motors plied the canals that jutted out to the sea to ferry passengers and goods to and 

from neighboring island towns. Sitangkay is home to Sama or Badjao people—the sea gypsies 

who live and die on board boats called lepa. 

Two-and-a-half kilometers northeast of Sitangkay is Sibutu Island, said to be home to the 

descendants of Malay royalties in Borneo. People from Sitangkay draw their drinking water once 

rainwater stored in stone cisterns underneath homes runs dry during summer. During the hot 

months of March and April, hundreds of wild hogs from the forests in Sandakan in Sabah, 188 

kilometers away, cross the wide expanse of the Celebes Sea by swimming closely linked 

together for a week like a floating log to Sibuto to forage on its cassava plantations to the chagrin 

of islanders who are Muslims like 98 per cent of Tawi-Tawi’s population.  

Cassava is the staple food of Sama and Tausug people of the archipelago which they make into 

pang-gi, an unsweetened white cassava cake they eat in lieu of rice. The swimming hogs' annual 

pelagic food trip had been recorded by mariners and fishermen plying the route. 

The highlight of our discovery tour was our landing at Taganak, the island town adjoining 

smaller isles collectively called the Turtle Islands. It is the Philippines’ southernmost 

municipality whose inhabitants are called Jama Mapun. Because it is just 20 kilometers off the 

northern coast of Sandakan, they use Malaysian ringgit instead of Philippine peso in buying 

Malaysian canned goods, including Coke, in its sari-sari store. The only Philippine-made item on 

the Turtle Islands is San Miguel Beer, the only thing on the island that reminded a platoon of 

lonely Philippine Marines stationed on the island that they are still well within their homeland. 



After a heavy dinner of fried lapu-lapu (grouper) the color of which I hadn’t seen in Manila 

(php20 per kilo when we were there) and big, meaty foot-long steamed alupihang dagat (mantis 

shrimp) and Malaysian steamed rice, we sailed under a starlit night to nearby Baguan Island 

Marine Turtle Sanctuary. Baguan was where hundreds of green sea turtles (Chelonia mydas) dug 

a pit in the white sand beach with their flippers and filled it with a clutch of more than a hundred 

eggs. Green sea turtles, the second biggest marine turtle after the leatherback, are an endangered 

species. In the Turtle Islands, its leathery, ping pong-size eggs were overharvested by local 

traders and sold in Sandakan where they are prized as aphrodisiac.  

Five years after our visit in 1991, the Turtle Islands were declared as Turtle Islands Heritage 

Protected area by the governments of the Philippines and Malaysia thereby prohibiting illegal 

gathering of green sea turtles’ eggs or harming them. The Turtle Islands are one of the world’s 

few remaining major nesting grounds for the green sea turtles. 

Next on our itinerary was Lihiman Mud Volcano Island, one of the three mud volcano islands in 

the Philippines known to exist only in the Turtle Islands. Lihiman is hemmed by an ivory beach 

where stands of pine tree-like agoho trees give it a postcard-pretty sub-tropical island look. Its 

mud volcano had a 20-meter wide crater on the hilly part of the five-hectare uninhabited island 

where grey mud quietly flowed from the vent in pulsating manner, accompanied by bubbling 

gas. 

Second to the last of our exciting 12-day sojourn was touching sandy ground at the Port of 

Mapun Island, the next biggest town in the province after Bongao. It is 116 kilometers from 

Taganak and 99 kilometers south of Sandakan, the second biggest town in Sabah after Kota 

Kinabalu City. It has three lakes, two of which are adjoining, separated only by a limestone wall 

along Mapun’s craggy northern coastline. 

Because the Jama Mapun, the local inhabitants of the island and the Turtle Islands, savor the rich 

bounties of the sea, fresh-water fish in the twin lakes “die of old age” and a joke went around 

that waters in the lake stirred to life when people walked by the lakeside as if begging them to 

catch them so their boring life in the densely populated waters would finally end in the frying 

pan. 

Finally, the local town executive volunteered to lend us the town’s motor launch for the alleged 

six-hour voyage to Bancauan Island Seabird Sanctuary, a four-hectare island belonging to the 

San Miguel Island Group in the middle of the deep blue Sulu Sea. However, due to the ineptitude 

of the boat captain (whom we later learned hadn’t been there yet) we overshot Bancauan by a 

few kilometers to the left nearly reaching Jolo in the process. Instead of the planned midnight to 

dawn voyage, it became a midnight to afternoon trip. Due to lack of an inboard toilet on board, 

the fidgeting female members of the group had to relieve themselves inside an oily ventilation 

well at the end of the wooden boat beside the hot, noisy diesel engine. 

But, it was worth the arduous voyage. 

Bancauan is home to thousands of red-footed boobies and high-flying frigate birds who nested 

on the wide-leafed canopies and branches of trees. It was a shoot (with their cameras) till they 



drop for our photographers who had to dodge relentless rain of white, gooey bird droppings. 

Before we knew it was time to go home.  

Twenty-five years after our unforgettable visit, the violence and kidnappings in the region pose a 

significant problem for Philippine tourism officials promoting Tawi-Tawi, Sulu and Basilan as 

tourist destinations. 

“If you come here to Tawi-Tawi to see the sights, you should hire a security guard to make sure 

you are safe,” warns the female desk clerk at an inn in Bongao. The local provincial tourism 

office, on the other hand, advices tourists to first get a security clearance from them before 

embarking on a sailing trip to other island towns in Tawi-Tawi. This way, local police will 

provide security for them so they will be safe. 

Now, the distant islands of Tawi-Tawi beckon us again, but the “troubles” will momentarily keep 

us away. We will just reminise the happy things we did in distant Tawi-Tawi 25 years ago. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


