
Front News 

The Zika Virus and Dengue are carried by an All Too 

Familiar Mosquito 

By Randy V. Urlanda 

Manila Bureau Chief Correspondent 

 

In the Philippines, a documented case of Zika virus infection was traced in Cebu in 2012. A 15-

year-old boy manifested multiple symptoms of fever, headache, conjunctivitis, sore throat, 

muscle and abdominal pain, loss of appetite, nausea, and vomiting. 

First suspect was dengue, which is a common case in the country and other parts of the region. 

However, after yielding negative results from tests on dengue and chikungunya, the young 

patient’s serum was tested positive for Zika virus. The teenaged patient recovered fully after 

three weeks of continuous bed rest and medication. 

Zika virus was first detected in Brazil in May 2015. It may have arrived in South America during 

the 2014 World Cup Games that drew millions of fans around the world. Since then the virus, 

which has been linked to thousands of birth defects in Latin America, has spread rapidly and 

made its way up to Central and North America. Zika virus is spread by mosquito bite, blood 

transfusion, and sexual contact. 

Health officials in Texas on February 2 confirmed a case of sexually transmitted Zika, according 

to the February 3, 2016 issue of USA Today. Bad news is that there is no available vaccine yet to 

prevent the Zika virus and there is no available medicine to treat the infection either. 

 “The Zika virus is strongly suspected to have a causal relation with clusters of microcephaly and 

other neurological abnormalities,” states World Health Organization (WHO) South-East Asia 

Regional Director Poonam Khetrapal Singh during an international emergency meeting last 

February 2 in New Delhi. 

 “Zika virus is of concern  in the region as the Aedes aegypti mosquito , which is responsible for 

its spread is found in many areas and there is “no evidence of immunity” to the virus in many 

populations in South-East Asia,” continues Singh. Aedes aegypti mosquito can be recognized by 

white markings on its legs and a marking in the form of a lyre on the upper thorax. It originated 

in Africa but is now found in tropical and sub-tropical regions throughout the world. Since it is 

the same mosquito that carries dengue, it commonly bites at dusk and dawn, in shady areas or 

when the weather is cloudy. They breed in stagnant water, such as flower vases, uncovered 

barrels, buckets, and discarded tires. 



It is said that in the past sporadic Zika virus cases were reported from Thailand and Maldives, 

including that in Cebu in 2012. 

In the Philippines, the Department of Health says that it is ready to handle cases of Zika virus, 

which it claims is “relatively milder compared with dengue,” boasts DOH spokesman Dr. 

Lyndon Lee-Suy to CNN Philippines last week. “But, let us make it clear that not all pregnant 

women with Zika virus would really have babies with microcephalies,” he points out. “The last 

Zika virus victim in the Philippines was in 2012, and the child survived the disease.”  

But, he was referring to a 15-year-old boy, not an unborn child which the virus usually infects.  

Children with microcephaly may have facial distortion, developmental disabilities, short stature, 

difficulties with balance and coordination, speech problems and seizures. 

So, if in your community, which has prevalent cases of mosquito-borne diseases, has a young 

woman in her first three months of pregnancy suffering from fever, rash and joint pain, bring her 

immediately to one of the six Department of Health-designated hospitals for screening and 

treatment. 

The six hospitals are the Research Institute for Tropical Medicine (RITM) in Muntinlupa City; 

Lung Center of the Philippines in Quezon City; Baguio General Hospital in Benguet; San Lazaro 

Hospital in Manila; Southern Philippines Medical Center in Mindanao, and the Vicente Sotto 

Memorial Medical Center in Cebu. 

Finally, the DOH calls on the public to keep their surroundings clean and destroy all possible 

breeding grounds of mosquitoes in their communities to prevent not only Zika virus, but also 

dengue. Fortunately, the latter case now has a vaccine but the former has no known treatment 

protocol yet. 

 “Worldwide, the local transmission of Zika virus within the last nine months had been 

confirmed in 28 countries, mostly in Latin America,” declares DOH Secretary Janette Garin. 

“The Philippines (thank God) is not on this list.” 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Pope Francis praise Filipinos in Int’l Eucharistic Congress 

By: Yashika F. Torib, Manila Bureau Senior Correspondent 

 

Pope Francis’ closing message to the 2016 International Eucharistic Congress admired the 

exceptional qualities of the Filipinos as a family. 

 



In a video message, the Pope praised the Filipino people as “an example of fidelity and deep 

devotion to the Lord and his Church” They have been “a people of missionaries, spreading the 

light of the Gospel in Asia and to the ends of the earth.” 

The Pope’s remarks reflect on the wake of the devastating storm Typhoon Haiyan, known as 

Typhoon Yolanda in the Philippines. 

“It brought immense devastation to the Philippines, yet it also brought in its wake an immense 

outpouring of solidarity, generosity and goodness. People set about rebuilding not just homes, 

but lives,” he said.  

Millions of people from the country and around the world took part in masses, liturgical 

processions and Eucharistic Adoration events related to the 51st International Eucharistic 

Congress in Cebu City.  

An estimated 12,000 people took part in the Congress which aims to witness the real presence of 

Jesus Christ in the Eucharist and to promote better understanding of the liturgy and the Eucharist 

in the life of the Church.  

The Congress is now held every four years.  

Pope Francis announced that Budapest, Hungary will be the next venue of the International 

Eucharistic Congress.  

Meanwhile, Charles Cardinal Bo, who represented Pope Francis at the weeklong event in Cebu, 

noted how the Philippines is blessed for being the “Catholic Church’s favorite daughter in Asia.” 

He said the nation is poised to become the “eldest daughter” in the whole world in this 

millennium.  

“How can we forget the warmth, the smile, the dance, the piety, and the fellowship of all of you. 

What a deep experience of table fellowship,” Bo said, earning the crowd’s applause. 

Among the crowd was the 600-strong Taiwanese delegation accompanied by their state Vice 

President Chen Chien-Jen. 

His 40-minute homily tackled various subjects including morality as the greatest power, the need 

for hope, and for Church to become a “hope-generating fellowship.” 

Bo furthered that the International Eucharistic Congress this year hopes to end with a stronger 

resolved to preserve the family as an indispensable treasure to the Church and as the future of 

humanity. 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 



COMELEC dismisses DQ cases of Duterte 

By: Yashika F. Torib, Manila Bureau Senior Correspondent 

 

The Commission on Election (COMELEC) First Division dismissed all four petitions seeking to 

disqualify Davao City Mayor Rodrigo Duterte from the presidential race.  

The said division has unanimouly decided to dismiss all four petitions for lack of merit. 

The petitions are filed by broadcaster Ruben Castor, University of the Philippines Diliman 

student council chair John Paulo delas Nieves, and nuisance presidential aspirants Ely Pamatong 

and Rizalito David. 

Castor, in his appeal, insisted that Duterte’s substitution for Martin Diño was invalid.  

“In case of conflict between form and substance, Diño’s Certificate of Candidacy for mayor of 

Pasay City prevails,” he said. 

Diño initially ran for president, but late on withdrew his candidacy to run for mayor in Pasay. 

Castor immediately sought to overturn COMELEC’s decision by filing a six-page motion for 

reconsideration. His counsel Oliver Lozano said the election body had committed “reversible 

errors” in junking the disqualification cases against the mayor.  

COMELEC Commissioner Rowena Guanzon also found the need to review the law on 

substitution of candidates during elections. 

In her 11-page separate opinion on the COMELEC’s ruling that junked the DQ cases against 

Duterte, Guanzon expressed her discomfort over the manner of substitution between the tough-

talking mayor and Diño.  

“I am uncomfortable with how Diño appeared to have exploited a loophole in our rules to avoid 

the scrutiny, which might have eventually found him a nuisance candidate, and, at the same time 

effectively extend the deadline for the filing of candidacy of his substitute.  

“These matters should not go unnoticed, and should be addressed through an amendment of our 

rules or by the law itself,” Guanzon explained.  

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 



ABAYA FACES  GRAFT 

DOTC Secretary Joseph Abaya is in hot water after Senator Grace Poe, a presidential said there 

were “strong indications” that Department of Transportation and Communications (DOTC) 

officials led by Transport Secretary Joseph Abaya violated the antigraft law for neglecting the 

problems hounding the Metro Railway Transit (MRT) 3. 

The report by Senator Poe, as chairperson of the subcommittee on public services, made the 

recommendation to the Office of the Ombudsman, the Department of Justice (DOJ) and the Civil 

Service Commission (CSC) to investigate Abaya and other DOTC officials for graft. 

Poe's sub-committee conducted five public hearings on the case of service mismanagement of 

the MRT3. 

It will be recalled that MRT3 started having problems with their maintenance contract with the 

commuter train that spans from the northside to the south of EDSA. Often, train commuters 

complained of late arrival of trains from north to south and vice versa. Sometimes, trains would 

lose power in the middle of the track, forcing MRT passengers to walk on the track to the nearest 

train station.Moreover, unscheduled stoppage of the train service has put early morning 

commuters to board passenger buses enroute to their destinations. 

The report “must be considered as initial leads as there are strong indications of violations of 

Republic Act No. 3019, otherwise known as the Anti-Graft and Corrupt Practices Act.” 

Poe earlier called on President Aquino to replace Abaya, describing the Transportation Secretary 

as incompetent and shortsighted. 

She said the country needs a DOTC chief who would keep a close watch on the problems 

besetting the rail system. 

She had also warned that the safety of commuters taking the MRT was at risk, since there was no 

daily maintenance of the trains, inspections for cracks and testing of signaling.(Some reports 

from Inquirer) 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

EDITORIAL 

DISCRIMINATION: PHILIPPINE STYLE 



No wonder forward thinking ones are looking a alternatives to their current situations. some 

looking  for neighboring countries while others look forward to reuniting families and look jobs 

back in the Philippines. 

OFWs normally receive higher pay overseas, hence, the  primary reason for going abroad. 

Typical pay scale in the Philippines is relatively paltry at its best.  Obviously, it doesn't attract 

balikbayans and returning OFWs. However, this may not be the biggest hurdle in getting a job in 

the Philippines.  Veteran overseas workers may find themselves unwanted, snubbed, and worst 

unqualified on most jobs or offers posted in job vacancies in newspaper and online ads. 

 

The reason: AGE DISCRIMINATION. 

Most job postings in newspaper classified ads would be reads as shown below. 

WANTED 

Adminsitrative Cleck 

Preferabley Female, single 

Between 21-25 

With Pleasing Personality 

College graduate, major in Management 

 

Not only do we observe age and sex discrimination in most of the Philippine newspaper and 

oinline ads, persons with disabilities (PWD) are equally discriminated in all forms of public 

transportation, be it on bus or jeepneys. Laws are enacted to protect the welfare of the PWDs but 

implementation is predicated on how the government is enforced to the letter. The number one 

violators are those from the public transport system. No one has ever followed to install a 

machinery to lift PWD in wheelchair bound. This is completely nowhere to be found in public 

transport, and even in tourist buses. 

Is the Philippine government serious in taking a look at the plight of these PWDs? Will any of 

the presidential candidates bring this inhumane treatment of our PWDs include in their priorities 

when they take their first 100 days in Malacanang Palace? 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 



STRAIGHT TALK 

DOCUMENTS WRITTEN IN OLD MANUAL 

TYPEWRITER 

One afternoon, my oldest sister went to my place to ask if ever I can asked my friend who is a 

geodetic engineer (surveyor) to prepare a new Transfer of Certificate of Title. And so, I asked 

her to give me a photocopy of her TCT so I can have it emailed to my cumpadre so he could 

prepare a new TCT of their property in Pilar Village, Las Pinas City. Just right at the back of the 

new SM Las Pinas Mall, my sister thought of selling the plum property (a 508 square meter 

corner lot). 

Problem arose when I got an email from my cumpadre saying that the photocopy is definitely 

unreadable. Written and issued by the Register of Deeds of Las Pinas City in 1977, the document 

is a carbon copy of the original which is kept with the ROD. I thought owners are given the 

original TCT after full payment has been made with the developmer, and that proper taxes are 

paid. 

Still, Philippine government agencies, especially in this case, the Register of Deeds of Las Pinas 

City, could have availed of the latest technology in implementing a new concept in TITLE 

PRINT OUT using high speed computers. Still, the ROD belongs to the old school, using manual 

typewriters and carbon sheet for the duplicate copies.  

Why can't we discard these manual typewriters, and instead opt for a newer concept in producing 

crisp  computer print out documents? 

One insider at the Las Pinas City ROD says, this kind of work computerization of the system at 

the agency would eliminate and affect the total output of the agency. From 20 to 30 TCTs a day 

using the old system, the new computerized system would produce double the number of TCTs 

produced by those manual typewriters. Not only all the copies would be 100% readable, but it is 

a lot faster for the agency to issue new TCTs. 

Try to have your old TCT document transformed into a new one, either you will get the same 

result written in manual or electric typewriters coupled with carbon generated copies. If it is 

possible, ask the Director of the Register of Deeds to issue you a photocopy of the original copy 

legibly typewritten and have it certified and notarized as copy of the original. This way, you have 

eliminated the use of carbon papers in all the duplicate copies of the original TCTs. 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 



ENTERTAINMENT  

MONTANO IS CLEARED OF ALL CHARGES BY 

ESTRANGED WIFE SUNSHINE CRUZ 

The Quezon City Prosecutor's Office dismissed all the charges filed against the veteran actor, 

Cesar Montano by his estranged wife Sunshine Cruz. The actor faced several charges, including 

child abuse (R.A. 7610) Anti-Violence Against Women and their Children (R.A.9262) filed with 

the Quezon City Prosecutor's Office. 

Quezon City Assistant City Prosecutor Ferdinand Baylon issued the resolution absolving the 

actor of all charges filed by the actress against Montano. The case was filed by Sunshine Cruz on 

February 2015. 

The case stemmed from an incident where Montano was alleged to have, "masturbated" in front 

of his young daughters on November 14, 2014. This incident resulted in "emotional and 

phychological violence" to Sunshine and their daugthers. 

Sunshine Cruz, in her affidavit presented to the Prosecutor's Office included alleged letters 

coming from their children saying about the obscene action made by Cesar Montano infront of 

their children and Sunshine Cruz. 

The lack of probable cause was centered on the failure of Sunshine Cruz to present her children 

to collaborate the letters purportedly coming from the children. 

"Since the victims here were the children, it was imperative upon the complainant (Sunshine 

Cruz) to at least present their children and have them authenticate their letter's complaint." 

"None of the daughters who allegedly saw the respondent Cesar Cruz "marturbated" in front of 

them were ever presented by complainant Sunshine Cruz. 

"Thus, the Prosecutor was deprived of the opportunity to examine whether these children were 

capable of perceiving the truth and narrating them as child witnesses." added the Prosecutor. 

According to the Prosecutor, all the letters of the children were never notarized nor subscribed 

them as child witnesses. 

And so, the prosecutor quipped, "For all intent and purposes, the assertions made by the 

complainant are mere hearsay since she did not have any personal knowledge as to the alleged 

masturbation which was committed by the respondent in front of their daughters." 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 



SPORTS 

Gilas may face two European teams in Olympic Qualifier  

MANILA— Expect tough competition in the FIBA Olympic Qualifying Tournament in July, 

especially when the Gilas Pilipinas face the European juggernauts in the basketball conclave 

where an Olympic slot is at stake. 

The Philippines' foes in the Manila Olympic Qualifier will be determined on Wednesday (1:30 

a.m. PHT) after the draw at the FIBA House of Basketball in Mies, Geneva, and at least two 

teams from Europe will be drawn in the same group according to Samahang Basketbol ng 

Pilipinas (SBP) Executive Director Sonny Barrios. 

"We are not informed at the moment of how the draw will be conducted but we understand it 

will be a modified draw based on geographical and quality principles," said Barrios.  

"Since Turin and Belgrade will host two of the three tournaments, that means there will be six 

European countries left to be drawn. We are expecting at least two European countries to be 

drawn in our group. FIBA will not want to overload a group with countries from the same zone. 

For instance, we don't expect either Iran or Japan to be in our group." 

Nonetheless, Barrios said Filipino fans will get a golden chance to witness world-class 

competition in July. 

"This won't be an exhibition or a tune-up or a pocket tournament. This is an important 

competition where a ticket to the Olympics is at stake," the SBP official said. 

Barrios added, "The Olympic qualifier is a tougher challenge than the FIBA Asia Championships 

where we finished second in Changsha last year. But while our chances may be slim to win it, 

remember we've got our Sixth Man, the world's Most Valuable Fans, and that advantage could 

tilt the balance." 

The 18 participating countries are broken down into eight from Europe (France, Serbia, Turkey, 

Greece, Croatia, Italy, Latvia, and Czech Republic), three from Asia (Philippines, Iran, and 

Japan), three from the Americas (Puerto Rico, Mexico, and Canada), three from Africa (Angola, 

Tunisia, and Senegal), and New Zealand from Oceania. 

Barrios left Manila for Geneva via Abu Dhabi on Monday (January 25) after midnight and will 

be back Thursday night.  

While in Mies, he will confer with FIBA director of events Predrag Bogosevljev on matters 

relating to Manila hosting the Olympic qualifier at the Mall of Asia Arena on July 4 to 10. 

Italy and Serbia will host the two other Olympic Qualifiers.(CNN) 



……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Community News 

 

CONSULATE HOLIDAY NOTICE 

THE CONSULATE WILL BE  

CLOSED ON 15 to 16 February 2016 

REMINDERS FOR ALL CLIENTS TRANSACTING AT THE PHILIPPINE 

CONSULATE - LOS  ANGELES, CA 

 

· For public safety and convenience of the applicants, only applicants are allowed inside the 

consular hall. Companions are requested to wait downstairs – Plaza level where seating areas are 

available. Seniors, minors and persons with disabilities maybe accompanied by only 1 person. 

· The NO FOOD & DRINKS policy is also being enforced inside the hall. Food and drinks may 

be consumed at the seating areas at the Plaza or LP levels. If you have an existing medical 

condition necessitating frequent fluid intake, please inform the Security Officer upon arrival at 

the consular hall. 

· Please keep the consular area clean at all times. Bins are available for your trash inside the hall. 

· Restrooms are also located outside the hall. 

· Photocopying services are available at the Lower Plaza, 3rd and 4th levels. 

· Official receipts must be presented when picking up documents. The NO receipt, NO release 

policy will be enforced. 

· Thank you for your cooperation and for respecting our employees and security personnel. 

THE PHILIPPINE CONSULATE - LOS ANGELES, CA WILL BE CLOSED ON 15-16 

FEBRUARY 2016. For a complete view of the Philippine Consulate General - Los Angeles, 

California, pls visit: http://philippineconsulatela.org/ 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

http://philippineconsulatela.org/


Immigration 

Shortage Amid Surplus: Emigration and Human Capital 

Development in the Philippines 

By Dovelyn Rannveig Mendoza 

In 2014, 1.8 million temporary migrant workers left the Philippines to work in more than 190 

countries, each one bearing an employment contract issued and certified by the government of 

the Philippines. From factory and domestic workers to engineers and nurses, Filipinos occupy a 

wide range of jobs abroad. Legal movements of temporary workers on this scale are unparalleled 

elsewhere in the developing world. Those who leave to work overseas join a huge Filipino 

diaspora, estimated by the Commission on Filipinos Overseas (CFO) at approximately 10.2 

million people at the end of 2013, making it one of the largest emigrant populations in the world. 

Nearly half of the Filipinos abroad are legal temporary workers. 

This issue in brief reviews the impacts of the Philippines’ successful labor export policy on skills 

development and human capital growth within the country. While Filipino migrant workers 

contribute significantly to the national economy with the remittances they send home (over US 

$27 billion in 2014, according to the Philippine Central Bank), this reliance on exporting labor 

raises an important question: Has the nation’s focus on preparing workers to leave compromised 

human capital development at home? 

Focusing on sending workers overseas may result not only in the physical loss of talent—

popularly known as brain drain—but also in mismatches between jobs and skills, as educational 

and training institutions align themselves with the needs of the international labor market rather 

than of local ones. Even as the Philippines sends a robust supply of workers abroad, it suffers 

labor shortages in key industries, such as science, technology, engineering, mathematics 

(STEM), medicine, and aviation. On the other hand, there is broad agreement that remittances 

have improved access to education and reduced child labor in families that receive these funds. 

The effects may be even broader: the existence of opportunities overseas can inspire a greater 

number of people to gain additional skills and qualifications than the number who will eventually 

leave.(Migration Policy Institute) 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 


