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Following his 4-day state visit to Beijing, Philippines President Rodrigo 'Digong' Duterte  

brings home $24B worth of deals from China, including Beijing's commitment of $9B 

'soft loans' for drug rehabilitation and development projects. Both countries agree to 

self-restrain discussion on the maritime dispute in the West Philippine Sea (South China 

Sea); signed a coast guard cooperation pact, 12 other deals; no talks as yet on joint 

exploration in the disputed area; Chinese President Xi Jinping accepts Diong's invite to 

visit the Philippines; China bid for consulate in Davao is welcomed; China lifts travel 

advisory against the Philippines; no military alliance with China yet; and 2017 signals 

the 600 years of friendly contacts between the Sultanate of Sulu and China, and both 

countries expressed interest in holding relevant commemorative activities; support for 

ASEAN integration, community building, with efforts in realizing ASEAN 2025 (Forging 

Ahead Together); adherence to sovereign equality, non-intervention, and non-

interference enshrined in the UN Charter; push reforms at UN on development issues to 

uphold the legitimate rights and interests of developing countries to achieve a voice for 

the developing countries in UN decision-making -- among a host of others. 

 

Here's the full text of the 47- point Joint Statement of the Philippines and China, signed 

between the Republic of the Philippines and the People's Republic of China during the 

state visit of President Rodrigo Roa Duterte to China from October 18-21, 2016. 

 

1. At the invitation of H.E. President Xi Jinping of the People's Republic of China, H.E. 

Prsident Rodrigo Roa Duterte of the Republic of the Philippines undertook a state visit 

to China from 18 to 21 October 2016. 

 

2. During the visit, President Rodrigo Roa Duterrte and President Xi Jinpin had a frutiful 

meeting in an amicable and friendly atmosphere and conducted in-depth exchanges on 

bilateral relations as well as international and regional issues of shared interest. H.E. Li 

Kequiang, Premier of the State Council, and H.E. Zhang Dejiang, Chairman of the 

Standing Committee of the National People's Congress, met with President Rodrigo 

Roa Duterte. H.E. Zhang Gaoli, Vice Premier of the State Council, and President 



Rodrigo Roa Duterte also attended the opening ceremony of Philippines-China 

Economic and Investment Forum and delivered remarks. 

 

3. Both sides acknowledge the centuries-old bonds of friendship of the two peoples. 

Both sides agree that the mutual understanding and friendship of the two peoples are 

important. Both sides will make concerted efforts to cement the traditional friendship of 

the two peoples. 

 

4. Both sides agree that since the establishment of diplomatic relations, Philippines-

China relations have enjoyed smooth development and remarkable progress in many 

areas of cooperation which have benefited both countries and their peoples. 

 

5. Both sides commit to further enrich Philippines-China bilateral relations, founded on 

mutual respect, sincerity, equality and mutual benefit, which is conducive to regional 

peace, stability and prosperity. 

 

6. Both sides reaffirm the principles contained in the Philippines-China Joint 

Communique of 1975 and other documents, whose principles include, among others, 

the principle of the peaceful settlement of all disputes and the Philippines' adherence to 

the One-China Policy. 

 

7. Both sides affirm their partnership and their common aspiration to achieve 

sustainable development and inclusive growth that will benefit the peoples of both 

countries. Both sides agree that this is a milestone visit which will infuse new energy to 

bring tangible benefits to the peoples of the two countries. Both sides will work together 

to pursue the sound and stable development of the strategic and cooperative 

relationship for peace and development. 

 

8. Both sides acknowledge the great important of maintaining high-level exchanges in 

promoting the all-around development of bilateral relations. 

 

9. Both sides welcome the signing during the visit of various agreements and 

Memoranda of Understandingg (MOU), as listed in the Annex. 

 

10. Both sides express interest in finalizing agreement and MOUs in such areas as 

education, finance, customs and sports. 

 

11. Both sides affirm the importance of existing Philippines-China bilateral dialogue 

mechanisms in enhancing understanding, broadening cooperation and striving for a 

stronger relationship. Both sides agree to resume the Foreign Ministry Consultations, 



Consular Consultations, Joint Commission on Economic and Trade Cooperation, 

Annual Defense Security Talks, Joint Committee on Agriculture, Joint Committee on 

Science and Technology and other bilateral dialogue mechanisms. 

 

12. Both sides will encourage exchange of visits of high-ranking government 

delegations and leaders at the local level, legislative organs, political parties, and civil 

organizations, and increase interactions and communications. 

 

13. The Philippines welcomes China's proposal to open a Consulate-General of the 

People's Republic of China in Davao in due course. Proper arrangements for the 

diplomatic premises in both countries will be made in the spirit of the 1975 Joint 

Communique, on the basis of international practice and reciprocity, with priority for the 

most immediate concerns. 

 

14.Realizing that coordinated action is necessary to combat transnational crimes, the 

two countries' relevant agencies, subject to mutually agreed arrangements, will enhance 

cooperation and communication to combat transnational crimes, including 

telecommunications fraud, on-line fraud, cybercrimes, drug trafficking, trafficking in 

persons and wildlife trafficking. 

 

15. Both sides oppose violent extremism and terrorism in all forms and will cooperate in 

the fields of information exchange, capacity building, among others, in order to jointly 

prevent and address the threat of violent extremism and terrorism. 

 

16. China understand and supports Philippine Government's efforts in fighting against 

illicit drugs. Realizing that the problem of illicit drugs poses severe threats to the health, 

safety and welfare of the peoples of both countries, both sides agree to enhance 

exchange of intelligence, know-how and technology sharing on fighting against drug 

crimes, preventive education and rehabilitation facilities. 

 

17. To further strengthen the efforts to fight against illicit drugs, both sides agree to 

establish operation mechanism for joint investigation on special cases and intelligence 

collection purposes. The Philippines thanks China for its offer of assistance in personnel 

training and donation of drug detection, seizure, and testing equipment to aid in the fight 

against illicit drugs. 

 

18. Both sides commit to enhance cooperation between their respective Coast Guards, 

to address maritime emergency incidents, as well as humanitarian and environmental 

concerns in the South China Sea, such as safety of lives and property at sea and the 



protection and preservation of the marine environment, in accordance with universally 

recognized principles of international law including the 1982 UNCLOS. 

 

19. Both sides agree to continue discussions with a view to signing a bilateral 

agreement on Transfer of Sentenced Persons. 

 

20. Both sides agree that bilateral defense and military cooperation are important 

components of bilateral relations. To enhance mutual trust, both sides agree to 

implement the Philippines-China MOU on Defense Cooperation, through exchanges 

and cooperation in areas of humanitarian assistance and disaster alleviation and 

peacekeeping operations. 

 

21. Both sides agree that bilateral economic cooperation remains strong, but has room 

for growth. Both sides commit to enhance economic relations in the priority sectors of 

the two countries by leveraging their complementarity and continuously promoting trade, 

investment and economic cooperation, through the activities identified under the MOU 

on Strengthening Bilateral Trade, Investment and Economic Cooperation. 

 

22. Both sides acknowledge the mutual economic and social benefits gained from the 

Five Year Development Program for Trade and Economic Cooperation (2011-2016) and 

announced their commitment to its renewal through the Memorandum of of 

understanding on the Formulation of the Development Program for Economic 

Cooperation. 

 

23. Both sides identify poverty alleviation as their shared aspiration, and agree to 

exchange best practices and cooperate in projects in this regard. 

 

24. Both sides express willingness to jointly undertake practical cooperation including 

infrastructure investment, infrastructure project  construction and industrial production 

capacity. Both sides agree that infrastructure cooperation  which are jointly undertaken 

will be subject to proper procurement process, transparency and in compliance with 

relevant domestic laws and regulations and international practices. 

 

25. Both sides will develop financial cooperation including in areas such as 

concessional loans, preferential buyer's credit, bonds issuance, loans, investments, 

securities, and others as mutually agreed upon including special loans for development. 

Both sides will strengthen cooperation in the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank 

(AIIB) and other multilateral and regional development banks. 

 



26. Both sides express willingness to expand the local currency settlement of bilateral 

trade and investment, and to coordinate to actively promote the regional financial 

cooperation which includes the multilateralization of Chiang Mai Initiative (CMIM) and 

bilateral swap arrangements (BSA). China welcomes the interest of Bangko Sentral ng 

Pilipinas (BSP) in participating in the Chinese Interbank Bond Market. 

 

27. Both sides commit to expand cooperation in agriculture, particularly in such areas as 

(i) agricultural technology and infrastructure; (ii) agricultural trade; (iii) irrigation; (iv) 

climate change adaption and mitigation; and (v) compliance with animal and plant 

sanitary standards. 

 

28. Both sides agree to strengthen cooperation on animal and plant inspection and 

quarantine. The Philippines welcomes China's announcement to restore permits of 

relevant Philippine enterprises that export bananas and pineapples to China, and 

continue to import vapor heat treated mangoes which were packed in facilities that 

comply with standards set by China. 

 

29. Both sides will undertake joint efforts to promote cooperation in the fields of high 

quality hybrid rice seeds, agriculture infrastructure, agricultural machinery, further 

develop the role of the Sino-Phil Center for Agricultural Technology, and other mutually 

agreed upon areas. China commits support for the Philippines' effort to improve its food 

production capacity, training of agricultural technical professionals, and agricultural and 

fisheries industry development and capacity building, subject to domestic laws. 

 

30. China expresses to support Philippine requests for assistance under the framework 

of the ASEAN Plus Three Emergency Rice Reserve (APTERR) in times of emergency. 

 

31. China expresses readiness to provide assistance to the Philippines in building 

scientific research industrial system and in science and technology training. Both sides 

are willing to explore the possibility of jointly building technology transfer centers, joint 

laboratories, and science and technology resources sharing platforms. 

 

32. Recognizing the two-way tourist arrivals in the past few years and noting momentum 

that will be driven by the "ASEAN-China Year of Tourism" in 2017, both sides agree to 

set the goal of intensifying tourism cooperation. Both sides will encourage their citizens 

to travel to each other's country, explore the possible increase in capacity entitlements 

in air services, and encourage airlines to open new flights between Philippine cities, 

including Davao City and other cities in Visayas and Mindanao, and Chinese cities, 

which will contribute to the realization of this objective. 



33. Both sides encourage the universities of the two countries to promote meaningful 

exchanges in the field of research and innoation and to strengthen academic exchanges 

and the model of university-research-industry communications and cooperation. China 

expresses readiness to increase allocation of Chinese Government Scholarship for the 

Philippines in the areas of science, technology, engineering and mathematics. 

 

34. Both sides agree to encourage mutual visits of media personnel, exchange of media 

products, cooperation in facilities, technologies and training between Chinese media 

and Philippine media including the People's Broadcasting Corporation. The competent 

media authority of China is willing to enhance mutual exchanges and cooperation with 

the Presidential Communication Office of the Philippines. 

 

35. Both sides express interest in in increasing twinning agreements between their cities 

and provinces,noting that these arrangements will encourage mutual understanding 

between their peoples and tap cooperation potentials at the local level. 

 

36. Both sides agree to cooperate in emergency assistance and disaster relief. 

 

37. Both sides reaffirm the importance of further implementing the "Executive Program 

of Cultural Agreement between the Philippines and China, 2015-2018" and encouraged 

their cultural institutions and groups to increase exchange of visits. Both sides will 

positively consider setting up their respective culture centers in each other's country. 

 

38. Both sides attach importance to people-to-people exchanges between the two 

countries, noting that 2017 marks 600 years of friendly contacts between the Sultanate 

of Sulu and China, and the Philippines and China expressed interest in holding relevant 

commemorative activities. 

 

39. Both sides will explore other areas of bilateral cooperation including in information 

technology, health, customs cooperation, research and development, education, and 

other fields that will be mutually beneficial to both countries. 

 

40. Both sides exchange views on issues regarding the South China Sea. Both sides 

affirm  that contentious issues are not the sum total of the Philippines-China bilateral 

relationship. Both sides exchange views on the importance of handling disputes in the 

south China Sea in an appropriate manner. Both sides also reaffirm the importance of 

maintaining and promoting peace and stability, freedom of navigation in and over-flight 

above the South China Sea, addressing their territorial and jurisdictional disputes by 

peaceful means, without resorting to the threat or use of force, through friendly 

consultations and negotiations by sovereign states directly concerned, in accordance 



with universally recognized principles of international law, including the Charter of the 

United Nations and the 1982 UNCLOS. 

 

41. Both sides recall the 2002 Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in the south China 

Sea (DOC) adopted in Vientiane on 25 July 2016. both sides commit to the full and 

effective implementation of DOC in its entirety, and work substantively toward the early 

conclusion of a Code of Conduct in the South China (COC) based on consensus. 

 

42. Both sides agree to continue discussions on confidence-building measures to 

increase mutual trust and confidence and to exercise self-restraint in the conduct of 

activities in the south china Sea that would complicate or escalate disputes and affect 

peace and stability. In this regard, in addition to and without prejudice to other 

mechanisms, a bilateral consultation mechanism can be useful, which will meet 

regularly on current and other issues of concern to either side on the South China Sea. 

Both sides also decide to explore other areas of cooperation. 

 

43. China expresses support for the Philippines' chairmanship of ASEAN in 2017. Both 

sides express satisfaction with the growth of ASEAN-China Dialogue Relations over the 

past 25 years and affirmed their commitment to the principle of ASEAN centrality in the 

evolving regional architecture. China affirms support for ASEAN integration, ASEAN 

Community Building, as well as ASEAN's efforts in realizing ASEAN 2025: Forging 

Ahead Together. 

 

44. Both sides affirm their continued cooperation in UN, ASEAN Regional Forum, Asia-

Pacific Economic Cooperation, Asia-Europe Meeting, World Trade Organization, UN 

Climate Change Conference and other regional and multilateral organizations. 

 

45. Both sides reaffirm adherence to sovereign equality, non-intervention, and non-

interference enshrined in the UN Charter and reiterate their common commitment for 

the protection and promotion of human rights through dialogue and cooperation in light 

of core human rights instruments to which both countries are parties to. 

 

46. Both sides support the enhancement of the UN's role through necessary and 

reasonable reforms. Both sides held that pushing for the implementation of 

development issues, upholding the legitimate rights and interests of developing 

countries, enhancing the voice and representation of developing countries in UN-

decision making. 

 

47. President Rodrigo Roa Duterte expressed appreciation for the warm welcom 

extended by the Chinese side. Presdient Rodirgo Roa Duterte invited President Xi 



Jinping to visit the Philippines at a convenient time. President Xi Jinping accepted the 

invitation with pleasure. President Rodrigo Roa Duterte also said that he looked forward 

to welcoming Chinese leaders to the ASEAN and Related Summits in 2017. 

 

Contrary to earlier reports that appeared in Forbes.com which quoted the Philippines 

Inquirer, there is no plan for the Philippines and China for a joint oil exploration in the 

disputed West Philippine Sea (South China Sea). 

 

Analysts say that part of the U.S. 'pivot to Asia' is the amount of oil and natural gas that 

lie underneath the South China Sea, and that there could be more oil than originally 

thought. The 2010 U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) reported on potential hydrocarbon 

resources in the area, stating that there is a 95 percent chance that there is at least 750 

million barrels of oil in the West Philippine Sea Platform, a median chance of about 

2,000 barrels, and a low probability (5%) of over 5,000 million barrels. Geologists say 

the area is rich with source cardon and has the perfect geological conditions necessary 

for hydrocarbon development, particularly oil. It includes the area containing the Spratly 

Islands, Dangerous Ground, and the Reed Tablemount -- all disputed South China Sea 

claims. 

 

A major oil field is one that is considered to hold over 500 million barrels of oil. IN this 

case, the West Philippine Sea would hold enough oil to be considered one of the world's 

major oil fields offshore. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

INNERVIEW 

By Gina Villanueva, Associate Editor 

 

Politically Correct,  

Politically Corrupt Empire 
 

"Woe unto them that decree unrighteous decrees, and that write grievousness which 

they have prescribed. To turn aside the needy from judgment, and to take away the 

right from the poor of my people, that widows may be their prey, and that they may rob 

the fatherless. Behold, the Lord, the LORD of hosts, shall lop the bough with terror: and 

the high ones of stature shall be hewn down, and the haughty shall be humbled." (Isaiah 

10:1-2, 33) 

 

Was FVR (Fidel V. Ramos), West Point alumnus, former Philippines president -- just 

being politically correct, careful not to offend his US emperor when he took issue with 



President Rodrigo Roa Duterte's 'independent' foreign policy, to insist that it should 

instead be 'interdependent' foreign policy? 

 

Mr. Ramos said, "Deeper economic integration, closer security cooperation,and wide 

people to people linkages, not isolation, are the keys to the attainment by 2030 of the 

UN's 17 sustainable development goals and are absolutely essential, in an 

interdependent, yet also more densely crowded, planet earth." 

 

Pompous rhetoric, if pontificate. 

 

How, if I may ask, can the Philippines remain sovereign, if it has to become 

interdependent in its foreign policy? 

 

Why must it be coerced to become a 'politically correct,' and obedient lapdog -- and not 

be allowed to paddle its own rudders and bring its own boat to shore? 

 

Because it has long been a plan by the U.S. since it pseudo-gave the Philippines its 

"independence" when its people was not organized, and ready to self-govern, so that 

they shall return (as McArthur promised, when he was kicked out by the little Japanese 

imperial army, and retreated to Australia, and came back as a 'liberator?' How'd that 

happen? As in, when the U.S. "purchased" the Philippines from Spain, when in point of 

fact, it was the Filipino wealthy landowners who paid for it, per court records. I have 

delved on these topics in my previous blogs (please see Archives). The truth of the 

matter is that the Americans never left the country. They merely took a 23-year 

sabbatical (when Mt. Pinatubo erupted and devastated the entire Clark Air Force Base, 

the largest military installation outside of the United States,  and the Subic Bay Naval 

Station). Now they're back and have been accorded full access to any military base they 

wish, by the U.S. lapdog former president Benigno Aquino III, who has also instigated 

the territorial feud between the Philippines and China. 

 

But there, President Digong's narrative was, yet again, taken out of context -- as being 

accused of creating 'isolation.' 

 

In last month's edition of Bulatlat (Mutterings), Leon V. Teodoro wrote in his blog, 

Vantage Point -- "the late Senator Claro M. Recto, in his "Our Mendicant Foreign Policy" 

speech at the University of the Philippines, had already cautioned the Philippine 

government that the presence of US military bases and the country's support for the US 

in the Cold War were invitations for the US' enemies to attack the Philippines should a 

nuclear war break out. Recto declared then that an independent foreign policy was in 

fact a matter of national survival, and that in the conflict between the Eastern bloc led by 



the Soviet Union and the western countries led by the United States, it was best for the 

Philippines to be neutral rather than a US flunky." 

 

He continued, "The threat of nuclear war is continuing today, driven by the intensifying 

contradictions between the US and its capitalist rivals China and Russia. The US 'pivot 

to Asia' is a thinly disguised ruse to preserve its hegemony and to encircle both 

countries with an extensive and expanding ring of military bases that includes the 

Philippines as practically one huge US military base. Should a war among these 

imperialist, nuclear-armed powers break out, the Philippines would certainly be among 

the countries targeted by the US' rivals because of the presence of US troops, hence 

the need for the Philippines to rethink its often knee-jerk acquiescence to US wishes. 

The presence of foreign troops also practically insures another country's pre-positioned 

capacity to directly intervene, should its interests so dictate, in the host country's affairs 

in violation of the latter's sovereignty." 

 

At press time, latest developments indicate that Mr. Duterte has said "goodbye" to the 

US, as he inked 13 accords with Beijing, sans touching the delicate line of the West 

Philippine Sea dispute. He was even quoted as saying, "I will talk to Putin." He has also 

decided not to go to the US where "they'll just insult me there." 

 

Worldwide speculations are now rife that regime change in the Philippines has begun. 

 

As I write this, note that one man-made (HAARP) typhoon after another is battering the 

Luzon islands in the Philippines, with 250 kmh  winds-- this will inevitably lead to 

economic devastation, or, disaster capitalism. As you know, HAARP stands for High 

Frequency Active Auroral Research Program funded by the US Air Force and the US 

Navy -- secret weapon used for weather modification. 

 

Andre Vltchek of Dissident Voice, bannered his blog with "Will 'they' really try to kill 

President Duterte?" which I have shared in my Facebook, but am sharing it, as well, 

with our valued Philippine Sentinel readers. 

 

The hit list is very long, writes Andre Vltchek, and has been, for several decades. One 

could easily lose count and get confused: how many personalities have been marked 

and secretly condemned to death? How many of them actually died? 

 

"It reads like a catalogue of illustrious world leaders: from Patrice Lumumba (Zaire), 

Mohammad Mosaddegh (Iran), Hugo Chavez (Venezuela), Sukarno (Indonesia), 

Juvenal Hayarimana (Rwanda) Salvador Allende (Chile) to Muammar Ghaddafi (Libya), 

Al-Basheer (Sudan) and Fidel Castro (Cuba), to name just a very few." 



There were several grave crimes committed by almost all of them, very similar crimes. 

They include defending the vital interests of their nations and people, refusing to allow 

unbridled plunder of natural resources by multinational corporations, and standing 

against the principles of imperialism. Simple criticism of the Empire has also been often 

punishable by death. 

 

Mr. Duterte is committing all those horrid crimes, and seems 'guilty as charged.' 

 

Albeit critical of Du30, Professorial Lecturer of Asian Studies at the University of the 

Philippines Eduardo Climaco Tadem wrote, "An independent foreign policy has been 

announced and Duterte no longer kowtows to the US and Western powers, unlike 

previous presidents before him. He is also mending fences with China and taking a 

different and less belligerent track in resolving the territorial disputes in the south China 

Sea..." 

 

The coups, the assassination plots. Soft coups, hard coups: Brazil, Argentina, Bolivia, 

Venezuela, Syria, Ukraine, Libya, Paraguay, Honduras, and Sudan, half of Africa... all in 

just the last few years -- and now the Philippines, queried Vltchek, adding "Bravo, the 

Empire is accelerating! The work ethic of its cutthroats is clearly improving." 

 

Venezuela's Hugo Chavez ended up paying for his openness, antagonism towards the 

Empire and imperialism in general, with his own life (via a cancer-induced drug when he 

came to the US for medical treatment -- and that's how his treatment went). 

 

In the case of the late former President Ferdinand E. Marcos, he was deposed in less 

than a blink of the eye, when he adamantly refused to sign a document prepared by the 

international banksters, that Marcos relinquish his country's natural resources for their 

"eternal" control. Forget the so-called Vatican-CIA Cardinal Sin EDSA 'people power' 

revolution -- that was just a sideshow. 

 

Truth be told that the Empire never forgives those who show it a mirror. It kills 

mercilessly for the tiniest signs of disobedience and rebelliousness. Its propaganda 

apparatus and its right hand - the corporate presstitutes - then always manage to craft a 

suitable explanation and justification. 

 

The first president of Indonesia Achmed Sukarno was overthrown and destroyed for 

shouting publicly at the US Ambassador, "To hell with your aid!"  -- He was terminated 

for defending the interests of his people against the Empire. Patrice Lumumba was 

assassinated for daring to say that Africans have no reason to be grateful to the 

colonizers. 



Over in Bolivia, President Evo Morales blasted at US President Barack Obama's 

criticism of Bolivia and Venezuela's drug policy in the annual global drug trafficking 

memorandum, that Morales described as "ridiculous," in a tweet Wednesday, saying 

that the US should "first suspend secret banking, eliminate tax havens, and stop 

producing weapons and invading countries," adding, "The US as the largest consumer 

of drugs in  he world, has no moral authority to dismiss the fight against drug trafficking 

of other peoples. You have to be neo-colonialist, pro-capitalist and pro-imperialist to be 

recognized by the U.S. in the fight against drug trafficking." 

 

In the memorandum Obama said that Bolivia had "failed demonstrably during the 

previous 12 months to adhere to their obligations under international counternarcotics 

agreements." 

 

Mr. Duterte says much more. He is bitter and he has countless reasons to be. The 

United States murdered more than one million Filipinos, most of them at the end of the 

19th and the beginning of the 20th century. 

 

In recent history, it has turned this once proud and promising nation into a doormat, into 

a humiliated semi-colony, fully dependent on Washington's whims. Capitalist and totally 

pro-American, the Philippines has evolved, like Indonesia, into a 'failed state,' a social 

disaster and an intellectual wasteland. 

 

The Philippines' Chief Executive does not conceal his deep allergy towards Western 

hypocrisy. For centuries, the United States and Europe have been killing millions, 

plundering entire continents, and then they reserve the right to judge, criticize and bully 

around developing countries. Directly, or through institutions they control, like the United 

Nations, NATO, IMF, Human Rights fronts, Institute of Investigative Journalism, etc. 

 

Vltcheck said, Again, his reply is clearly Sukarno-esque: "To hell with you! To hell with 

your aid!" 

 

President Rody has repeatedly said that he is staking his honor, his life, and the 

presidency to protect the next generation from illegal drug abuse, "You want to oust 

me? You want to use the CIA? Go ahead -- be my guest. I don't give a shit! I'll be 

ousted? Fine. (If so) it's part of my destiny. Destiny carries so many things. If I die, that's 

part of my destiny. Presidents get assassinated." 

 

He has prepared plenty of counter-questions, "If they are unable to answer, son- of-a- 

whore, go home, you animal. I will kick you now. Do not piss me off. It cannot be that 

they are brighter than me, believe me!" 



Most likely, they are not brighter than him. but they are definitely more ruthless, more 

brutal. 

 

What is he accused of? Of a 'war on drugs,' that has taken around 3,000 lives? 

 

He has said, as well, that you don't use 'human rights' on criminals, you kill them, 

(especially when they have ceased to become useful in a civil society). 

 

Vltchek believes "The Empire will most certainly try to murder President Duterte, most 

likely soon, very soon." 

 

And I say: No worries. He fears nobody but his God. Remember what he said in his 

inaugural address? He said that there is a separation of Church and State, but no 

separation of State from God. God and Church are two different things. 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

EDITORIAL  

Oct 24, 2016 

 

PRESIDENT DIGONG IN HIS USUAL WAY 

 

On his arrival from a two-nation state visit to Brunei and China, the President of the 

Republic, Rodrigo Roa Duterte has made headlines again locally and internationally 

with his usual rhetoric against the United States and the European Union. 

 

As early as 3a.m.,  Friday, the President in his arrival speech, initially made his 

overtures of positive news about some of the most important aspects of his state visit. 

His Davao City arrival, still reeling from more than 10 hours of direct flight from Beijing 

to Davao City did not alter his vision of a successful state visit. 

 

President Digong's stance against the United States must have caught President 

Obama off balance when he announced that the Philippines will no longer be 

subservient to the whims and caprices of the US, in terms of defense and the economy. 

 

Is the President doing his pronouncement to appease the Chinese government to be 

more lenient in the President's desire to generate more business opportunities from the 

Chinese businesmen and soft loans from the Chinese banks. 

 



President Digong should be extra careful in his approach in dealing with the high 

echelon of the Chinese government. He should be extra careful in making sure, that at 

the end of his trip and later on during the execution of all the various trade deals the 

Philippine government has undertaken on behalf of the Philippine businessmen, these 

deals are meant to be put into action and not just be forgotten and start gathering dust. 

 

President Digong's high praises of how the Chinese President Xi Jinping and other 

Chinese leaders came deep from his heart and not merely to candy coat his words 

because the Chinese leadership knows whether they are being taken for a ride. Earning 

the trust of the Chinese people is a clear and positive step to a more lucrative business 

relations, as we veer our trade relations from the West to the East. 

 

The President's words should not be taken out of context and let his bright boys do the 

extra talking of fine tuning the President's lambast of the US and the EU. The likes of 

DFA Secretary Perfecto Yasay and DOF Secretary Sonny Dominguez have taken the 

cudgels for the President in defining "sever ties with the US" statement made at the 

Great Hall of the People in Beijing on Thursday, during a four-day visit to China. 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

STRAIGHT TALK 

By Ed Libranda 

 

ACTIONS ARE BETTER THAN WORDS 

 

Left-leaning President Digong has again scored some of the criticisms hurled against 

him by the Western press regarding his fight against lawlessness with emphasis on 

illegal drug and criminality. 

 

Some quarters even branded him as a communist having paved the way for the 

resumption of peace talks with the Reds in Oslo Norway. 

 

President Digong is more concerned with maintaining a peaceful and harmonious 

atmosphere in all the corners of the Philippines. At least, his approach to resolving the 

issue of the New Peoples Army (NPA), and both the MI and the MN (as President 

Digong has referred to as the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) and the Moro 

National Liberation Front (MNLF) both headed by Al Hadj Murad Ibrahim and former 

ARMM Governor Nur Misuari, respectively. 

 



The intention of President Digong is noble from the very start of all these negotations 

regarding peace talks with Jose Ma. Sison of the Communist Party of the Philippines 

now based in The Netherlands, and so with the MI and the MN. 

 

President Digong may not succeed in his quest for a lasting peace with all the different 

factions, except the terrorist Abu Sayyaf, the President has done every possible way to 

bring peace to a negotiating table and end up the decades of hostilities between the 

government and these independence seeking groups. 

 

I don't care whether certain quarters are up against the President for focusing his 

attention to maintaining peace in our country. When will a president of the republic has 

a political will to address the issue of the Moros from the far-flung Mindanao and the 

constant threat of violence looming in every corner of our archipelago from the NPA? 

 

Fighting lawlessness incurs billions of pesos in the national budget of the military in 

maintaining and protecting our people from all the effects of armed clashes between the 

military and NPAs, the MI and the MN. And recently, the government started 

bombarding the Abu Sayyaf bases with the best arsenals that the military used against 

the terrorist group. 

 

Let us just hope that President Rodrigo Roa Duterte's next trip to Japan and Russia 

would result in a more substantial size of investments, knowingly that Japan has been 

the Philippine's top trading partner in Asia.. 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

SEE-THROUGH 

By: Yashika F. Torib, Manila Bureau Senior Correspondent 

 

The loss of moral resolve over fame 
 

Curious how some people, staunch opponents of illegal drugs and all, lose their moral 

resolve over a fine looking actor arrested for drug use. 

 

Case in point is the two lady cops in Police Station 6 in Angeles, Pampanga where actor 

Mark Anthony Fernandez was initially detained following his arrest. 

 

The policewomen took a selfie shot with the actor prior to his detaining. 

 



Fernandez was arrested by the police on Monday night for possession of marijuana at a 

checkpoint in Barangay Virgen delos Remedios in Angeles City. 

 

A box of marijuana was found in the trunk of his car but the actor claimed that it was 

planted by the police. 

 

Fernandez attempted to escape arrest but was later apprehended. He eventually 

admitted to using marijuana since he was diagnosed with cancer in 2008. 

 

Two young lady cops were not able to contain their admiration for the erstwhile actor 

and flashed their sugary star-struck smiles and took a photo with him, seemingly 

forgetting their supposed stance against drug users regardless of the latter’s status in 

the society. 

 

Netizens found the photo offensive and exclaimed labels of unprofessionalism, 

promiscuity and prejudice. 

 

Philippine National Police Director Gen. Ronald “Bato” Dela Rosa sympathized with the 

cops’ “overwhelmed” reaction with Fernandez that they abruptly forgot that they are 

police officers. 

 

The women’s show of a fan-girl behavior was forgiven by the PNP chief, known to be a 

tough adversary of criminals and drug addicts. He, however, referred the case to the 

PNP’s Internal Affairs Service (IAS) for investigation on whether the policewomen 

violated any laws (?!). 

 

Even this sentiment drew flak from the public who were contending that what the lady 

cops did was a conduct unbecoming of an officer, bringing dishonor to their profession 

by falling below the level of moral conduct expected from them. 

 

Further acts of partiality were shown not only by the police but by some of Fernandez’s 

fan base, camping outside the police precinct and displaying their support. His 

supporters were taking photos beside his sports car parked outside the jailhouse while 

some were crying sympathy over the “poor and kind” actor. When asked as to why they 

are supporting Fernandez, young ladies gushed how Fernandez is a good-looking man 

and sharp skills as an actor. 

 

It seems that people can easily forget their stance against drug abuse when the 

accused is their favorite actor. 

 



And just when drug addicts and pushers, ordinary citizens and plain-looking men, were 

arrested on a different day, they were simply thrown-in with other inmates regardless if 

the prison cell is overcrowded; roughed-up and forgotten just as fast as they were 

seized. 

 

As for Fernandez, his showbiz family already requested and succeeded in transferring 

him to a better and spacious cell while filing motions with the court. They also appealed 

for further support and compassion from the public and their fans. 

 

Curious how perspectives can sometimes be twisted. 

 

Here you’ll ask where justice and fairness is. 

 

If Mark Anthony Fernandez can get such favorable treatment, sympathy and attention 

from the public and law enforcers, why can’t the rest have the same? Or to have it in a 

better point of view, why can’t this drug-using actor have the same treatment as with the 

other addicts? 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

NEWS AT A GLANCE 

 

Abe to offer 5 bil. yen in loans in talks  

with Philippine president 
 

TOKYO, Oct. 23 (PNA/Kyodo) --  

 

Prime Minister Shinzo Abe is looking to offer 5 billion yen (USD 48.2 million) in loans 

when he meets with Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte next week, bilateral diplomatic 

sources said Saturday. 

 

The financial support is aimed at helping facilitate agricultural development in the 

southern Philippine island of Mindanao, according to the sources. 

 

Duterte, who will make his first visit to Japan on Tuesday, was a longtime mayor of 

Davao on the island. 

 



The deal will come after Duterte's four-day visit to China this week underlined the 

Philippines' diplomatic shift to move closer to Beijing and away from Washington. 

(PNA/Kyodo) SCS/SSC 

 

 

 

 

 

President Rody Assures Fishermen May Return to 

Panatag Shoal 
October 24 -  

 

"In a few days," assures Philiipines President Rodrigo Roa Duterte, Filipino fishermen 

may be able to return to Scarborough Shoal (Panatag), following a separate talk with 

China President Xi Jinping. 

 

Mr. Duterte announced this during his visit to the typhoon victims in Tuguegarao, 

Cagayan October 23. 

 

As relations pale with the United States, the President said he discussed this with 

Beijing last week, aimed at  paving the way for what described as a new commercial 

alliance. 

 

During his speech in Cagayan, the President told residents that China will be granting 

$24 billion in soft loans to the Philippines that he would use to improve the country's 

agriculture industry and small-scale business for poor communities. 

 

Two Chinese sources with ties to the leadership said last week that China would 

consider giving Filipino fishermen conditional access to the disputed waters in the West 

Philippine Sea (China South Sea) after a meeting between the two leaders of the two 

countries. 

 

Read http://www.philstar.com/headlines/2016/10/24/1636805/rody-pinoy-fishermen-

may-return-panatag 

 

 

 

 

 



Defense Talks between the Philippines and Brunei 
October 24 -   

 

Philippines Defense acting  Defense Undersecretary Ricardo Aguirre David Jr. met with 

Brueni Permanent Secretary of Defense Datin Paduka Hjh Suriyah Hj Umar, Thursday 

October 20 exchanged perspectives on regional security matters, including updates on 

maritime security, counter-terrorism and other non-traditional security issues. 

 

Held during the the 8th Joint Defense Working Committee (JDWC) meeting at the 

Bolkiah Garrison, both sides firmly acknowledged the utility of the ASEAN Defense 

Ministers' Meeting (ADMM) and the ADMM-Plus in promoting practical cooperation and 

trust among defense forces in the region. 

 

Representatives from the Philippines also gave an update on the peace progress and 

the situation in Mindanao. 

 

The two sides also examined avenues that would further promote Brunei-Philippines 

bilateral defense relations through exchanges of visits, participations in each other's 

education and training activities, the conduct of military exercises and the hosting of 

intelligence exchanges. They also discussed reciprocal participation of military courses 

in each other's military institutions. 

 

The JDWC between the Philippines and Brunei was established through the 

memorandum of understanding (MOU) on defense cooperation signed in 2001. 

 

Read http://www.bt.com.bn/news-national/2016/10/22/philippines-brunei-discuss-

defence-cooperation 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

TOURISM 

Palawan’s Crocodile Farm 

By Randy V. Urlanda, Manila Bureau Chief Correspondent 

 

Crocodile are often likened to corrupt and greedy politicians. Well, they are not. If you 

give adult crocodile more than twice a week feeding, the excess food will remain 

untouched and rot. On the contrary, crocodiles can help boost further our burgeoning 

economy. 

http://www.bt.com.bn/news-national/2016/10/22/philippines-brunei-discuss-defence-cooperation
http://www.bt.com.bn/news-national/2016/10/22/philippines-brunei-discuss-defence-cooperation


Consider this: the current international rate of raw crocodile hide is US$38 (P1,862) per 

linear centimeter. How about its meat? Well, its biggest markets are practically just 

around the corner—Singapore and Hong Kong, where crocodile meat is considered a 

delicacy, and sells for US$60 (P2,940) per kilo! 

 

To the uninitiated, a four-year-old crocodilian’s hide is transformed by foreign leather 

craft manufacturers into high-quality (and very expensive) shoes, suitcases and bags. 

 

“We now have a license to trade wildlife. We started farming crocodiles in 1996,” states 

Dr. Gerardo V. Ortega, the 53-year-old project director of the Crocodile Farming 

Institute (CFI) in Barangay Irawan in the outskirts of Puerto Princesa City, the provincial 

capital which started in 1987. 

 

Since the CFI is dealing with an endangered species, whatever proceeds generated by 

selling its young reptiles to large scale raisers, will be used for their conservation 

through captive breeding. 

 

The Philippines is home to 240 species and sub-species of reptiles. Among these are 

two species and sub-species of crocodiles—the “ Crocodylus mindorensis” or Philippine 

freshwater crocodile, which grows up to ten feet and weighs up to 200 kilograms, and 

the much larger “Crocodylus porosus) or saltwater crocodile, which grows up to 21 feet 

and weighs up to one ton! 

 

These two species are among the reported 22 crocodilians in the world which have 

survived for over 200 million years now. They are the only known survivors of the 

Dinosaur Age. The “Crocodylus porosus” is found throughout the Indo-Pacific Region. In 

the Philippines, it is found in some parts of Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao. The 

“Crocodylus mindorensis”, on the other hand, could be found, not only in Mindoro, but in 

nineteen other areas in the archipelago. 

 

A study conducted by Charles Ross of the Smithsonian Institute in 1983, estimated the 

remaining wild population of Philippine crocodiles between 500 to 1,000 heads. The 

Crocodile Specialist Group (CSG) of the International Union for the Conservation of 

Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN) also classified it as the “most endangered 

species of crocodilian in the world today.” 

 

Well, not anymore. 

 

“We can go into crocodile farming (outside of CFI) by not relinquishing the ownership (of 

the reptiles) to the private sector, but, encouraging private sector participation instead,” 



says Ortega, whose four-legged population consumes three tons of feeds a month. 

These consist mainly of meat and fish unfit for human consumption, such as chicken 

offals, poultry and livestock mortalities, and trash fish. “Conservation is no longer the 

sole and exclusive business of the government,” he continues. “Now, it’s everybody’s 

business.” 

 

With a lifespan of 100 years, a three- to four-year-old crocodilian, with a 30 to 40-

centimeter belly width and 1-1/2 to two meters long, could be sold between P10,000 to 

P14,000 each. 

 

According to the “Guinness Book of World Records,” the biggest crocodile caught in the 

wild, a 27-footer Crocodylus porosus was in Jala-Jala, Rizal. Why, you might ask, was a 

saltwater crocodile captured in a marshy area? It’s because its habitat, says Ortega, 

ranges from open sea, to brackish ponds, to bodies of fresh water, like lakes, rivers and 

marshes. 

 

Although seven inches short of the Rizal croc, the second biggest, but the most 

celebrated, was “Lolong,’ a saltwater crocodile caught in the Agusan Marsh in Eastern 

Mindanao. It measured 20 feet and three inches long and weighed a hefty 2,370 

pounds. Lolong died in captivity in 2013. 

 

With this ominous sign, the Philippines is destined to become the cradle of the world’s 

most endangered cold-blooded animal. So next time you visit the Crocodile farm 

Institute, you will not find any semblance to that greedy sub-species commonly found in 

offices of politicians. 


