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Washington: $425 M for SE Asia, 80% for PHP 
April 19, 2016 

By Gina Villanueva, Associate Editor 

 

Ashton Carter, US defense secretary, flew in Wednesday, from Delhi, to Manila. 

He spoke with Filipino leaders about the first installment of a 5-year program funding from the 

US in the sum of $425 million for maritime security initiative in South East Asia. 

About 80 percent of the amount, or, $50 million allotted for 2016 is going to the Philippines, 

Carter announced. 

Among two of the five "initial" military installations, Carter visited Antonio Batista Air Base, in 

Puerto Princesa, Palawan, located just 160 kilometers from the disputed Spratly Islands. 

Carter's arrival Wednesday follows the approval by the Philippines Supreme Court, of the 

Enhanced Defense Cooperation Agreement (EDCA). 

He told reporters, "I wanted to come here as soon as possible after that, to signify the importance 

of that to us and the alliance." 

"EDCA agreement provides more sites in the future," Carter declared, in addition to the five. 

"This is an evolving thing. We agreed to these five with an understanding that there could be 

more and would be more, as we see what else and where else is significant." 

EDCA gives a virtual carte blanche (complete freedom to do as one wishes) to the US military to 

access "agreed locations" for "rotational presence" and can operate in those bases with scant 

oversight by local authorities. 

The agreement authorizes the deployment of unlimited US military personnel for a wide range of 

activities, including training, the refueling and maintenance of aircraft and warships and the 

prepositioning of military equipment and supplies -- moving its forces into Philippine bases for 

indefinite periods of time. 

The Pentagon's use of "rotations" in the Philippines, Australia and other countries is part of a 

long-term restructuring of its basing arrangements in the continent of Asia (the largest continent 

on earth) to provide greater flexibility and reduce the costs associated with large, fixed bases. 

The term "rotational presence" is also to maintain the fiction that the US has no bases in the 

Philippines. 



   

Even though EDCA is in blatant violation of the Philippine Constitution, which bans the 

presence of foreign troops and bases, the Supreme Court ruled in January against legal 

challenges to the agreement. 

Carter visited two of the five "agreed locations." The five bases include four airfields and the 

army's largest training camp. 

His trip to the Philippines amid the Balikatan war games is part of the Obama administration's 

ramp-up of pressure on China. 

At Washington's instigation, the G-7 foreign ministers meeting on Monday adopted a joint 

statement on maritime security, which, while not explicitly naming China, was clearly aimed 

against its activities in the West Philippine Sea (South China Sea). 

Parroting the US standard script, it voiced "strong opposition to any intimidating, coercive, or 

provocative unilateral actions that could alter the status quo and increase tensions." 

Meanwhile, in an unusually strong reaction, Beijing's foreign ministry spokesman Lu Kang 

accused the G-7 of "hyping up maritime issues and fueling tensions in the region." 

In the same breath, Lu welcomed the remarks of Russian foreign minister Sergei Lavrov, calling 

for "mutually acceptable political and diplomatic solutions," to territorial disputes in China. 

In remarks directed against Washington's aggressive intervention, Lavrov declared that it was 

necessary "to stop any interference in the talks between the parties directly involved and attempts 

to internationalize these disputes." 

As writer, author Eric Margolis aptly put it, "The US just can't abstain from mixing with other 

people's local conflicts." 

Washington's 'pivot to Asia' has transformed what were longstanding, but relatively minor, 

regional territorial disputes in the South China Sea between China and its South East Asian 

neighbors into a dangerous flashpoint for war, involving all of the major powers. 

Its claim about defending "freedom of navigation" is both a pretext for the Pentagon's behemoth 

military build-up throughout the Indo-Pacific realm as well as a potential casus belli 

(justification) for war with China. 

 

 

 



Customs employee in hot water following suggestive 

statement of corruption on TV interview 
April 19, 2016 

By: Yashika F. Torib 

 

The president of the Bureau of Customs’ Employees Association (BOCEA) is facing 

investigation, lifestyle check, and soon, administrative charges of grave misconduct for 

insinuating in a television interview that graft and corruption remains rampant at the said 

institution. 

Rommel Francisco, in an interview with GMA News, stated Subukan kaya nilang itaas yung 

sahod namin, ibigay samin ang tamang benepisyo. Sa tingin ba nila gagawa pa kami ng ganoon? 

(They should try raising our salaries and giving us the right benefits. Do they think we’ll still 

keep doing those things?)” 

The statement came a few days after Sen. Francis Escudero suggested during the vice 

presidential debates that corruption within the BOC can be minimized through the removal of 

pockets from the Customs personnel’s uniform, removal of drawers from their tables and 

installation of CCTV cameras. 

While Francisco’s statement was vague, televiewers and netizens took it as an admission to the 

alleged under-the-table transactions inside the Customs. 

Subsequently, Customs Commissioner Alberto Lina ordered for the installation of CCTV 

cameras in the BOC payment and transaction windows to deter red tape. The P20 million project 

will also include close monitoring of the BOC main office in Port Area, Manila, the Manila 

International Container Port, Port of Manila, Port of Batangas, Port of Cebu, Port of Davao, and 

Port of Cagayan de Oro. 

CCTVs will also be placed on the “off docks” such as the private container yard and container 

freight stations that are used by the Customs to store imported goods. 

Lina’s move was panned by Francisco, saying that it violates the employees’ rights. 

“Bakit naman kami tututukan? Wala bang violation sa karapatang pantao namin yan? (Why do 

they need to monitor us? Won’t they violate our human rights?), Francisco said. 

Meanwhile, the BOCEA reportedly distanced itself from Francisco’s claims and instead, 

supported the reforms instituted by Lina. 

“Francisco was summoned by Commissioner Lina to explain his side following his TV 

appearance,” Belle Maestro, acting head of BOC’s Public Information and Assistance Division 

said. 



Accordingly, Lina ordered for the conduct of lifestyle check against Francisco, stating that he 

was “alarmed” by the latter’s reaction on national television. 

Francisco will also be endorsed to the Intelligence Group (IG) of BOC for the conduct of 

investigation. 

BOC Deputy Commission for Revenue Collection and Monitoring Group Arthur Lachica said 

that Francisco might face an administrative case of grave misconduct which depends on the 

findings of the IG. 

He added that Francisco’s statement could have several interpretations which might not 

necessarily mean that they accepted bribes. “Even if he said that statement, the evidence that we 

are looking for is did they really do it,” he said. 

 

 

SPECIAL REPORT 
April 19, 2016 

By Gina Villanueva, Associate Editor 

Dichotomy of Church, State annulment in PHP 

Remember the classic song, 'Love and Marriage' going together 'like a horse and carriage'? 

Not quite so, anymore. 

Only partially, if we look at the dichotomy of the recent ruling by the Vatican pontiff to the 

bishops of the Roman Catholic Church in the Philippines. 

The papal edict grants power to the bishops to judge marriage annulment cases in their respective 

dioceses, to serve as courts. 

Barring complications, the Church annulment may take no more than two months, even less -- 

and free of charge, it is hoped (which would sound contrary to the institutional fee charging of 

any service, and/or of indulgences, etc., historic of the Roman Catholic Church). 

Good news for troubled marriages for the Philippines? 

But wait, there's more to this than meets the eye (and the ear). 

Civil annulment of marriage in the Philippines takes up to six years, or more. 

  



As you know, however, the grass is not always necessarily greener on the other side of the fence. 

There will always be a caveat. 

Lorna Kapunan, a family lawyer, does not wish to intentionally burst your pretty balloon. Only 

to call your attention to the reality of the dichotomy prevalent in the pontiff's ruling. 

Being that we have a so-called separation of Church and State, you may be separated in the eyes 

of the Church, but not so, legally. 

Ergo, your Church annulment is rendered null and void by the Civil court. 

Divorce, to begin with, was never allowed in the predominantly Roman Catholic Philippines, and 

the only remaining one (outside the Vatican) in the world as such, until this new pontifical edict 

came about. 

The country's family code strengthens the marriage bond, calling it a "permanent union," thus, 

Kapunan contends that legal divorce will not be allowed, as yet, until the family code is 

significantly amended. 

'Psychological incapacity' 

The generic term 'psychological incapacity' as worded by the Philippine lawmakers, based on the 

Canon Law's Church annulment, which happens to also be the backbone of Civil annulment, is 

not easy to prove, and becomes quite an expensive process, says Kapunan, because it can only be 

declared by psychologists or psychiatrists. 

More often than not, psychologists or psychiatrists are not disposed to court appearances, and if 

they do, the asking price could be as exorbitant as PHP100,000 - PHP 150,000 ($2,170-$3,250), 

on top of legal and court fees. 

With the Church annulment, a number of couples may now experience the "freedom" from each 

other's shackles, with the Church's blessings, but under Civil law, they remain very much 

married to each other. 

Talk of dichotomy. 

 

 

 

 

 



The DUTERTE FEVER: Sales Pitch or True Promise? 
April 19, 2016 

By RIDERGIRL Manila 

With 4,000 randomly selected registered voters nationwide (out of the 54.6M projected voters of 

the coming May 2016 Philippine Elections), Davao Mayor, Atty. Rodrigo Roa Duterte had the 

solo lead of 30% support  from respondents in the last PULSE ASIA Survey from the period 

March 29 to April 3, 2016 over period contender Senator Grace Poe-Llamanzares with 25%. 

Dubbed as the ‘Dirty Harry’ of the Philippines and now by some as the ‘Filipino Donald Trump’ 

because of his antics, unique (or uniquely irritating) charisma, string of profanities out of his 

mouth and shocking concepts like killing can be good for a country or give up the Spratlys Fight 

to China in exchange for railways construction and that he would allow the Founder of the 

Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP), Jomari Sison who was he has been classified as a 

"person supporting terrorism" by the United States to come home from exile as well as hailing 

the New People’s Army group (the armed wing of the CCP). 

As fiercely as many people love him, there are also those who are curious and already 

questioning in need of more concrete answers to the question, “how will he do it?” (referring to 

‘stopping’ or ‘suppressing’ crime  in the country, altogether two different meanings) as prevalent 

discussions in social media. 

At the onset of Duterte’s holding back on joining the presidential race by filing his Certificate of 

Candidacy as Mayor again of Davao City until he changed his mind and got the place instead of  

then PDP-Laban standard bearer, Martin Dino, the public’s curiosity about the man who 

‘promises the impossible’ grew to a thousand fold and changed from simple curiosity to 

admiration even if the followers are still not given a concrete and solid platform that would 

explain why Duterte can succeed within the six-month period he swore to do.  Duterte memes 

are scattered all over social media depicting his wild anecdotes as well as excerpts from the 

concluded Presidential Debates where he is shown lambasting fellow candidates beyond tact but 

yet elicited humongous applauses and laughter from the very entertained crowd. 

There was also a depiction of the Mayor as Superman; clearly showing that he was able to catch 

on fully to the Filipino’s penchant for super hero images and the desire to be ‘saved’ by one 

someday.  This  innate desire is deeply rooted in Filipino culture hence the huge fan base of 

stories like ‘Darna’ or ‘Panday’ or even ‘Captain Barbel’.  With this mindset, hoards of followers 

support his candidacy by producing campaign materials straight out of their own pockets like an 

investment; help Duterte today, live well tomorrow.  They are thankful that he did not accept 

campaign donations from huge companies or personality based groups because he said once that, 

“I will not be indebted to any of them”. 



And then comes the news that he admits that the initial funding for his campaign was supported 

by an ‘unknown Chinese donor’. 

All of these can be thought of as a Sales Pitch disguised as a promise; it is merely stating all the 

benefits without the ‘how tos’  to back it up. 

His rise was phenomenal, messianic even with huge numbers of supporters.  The Filipinos can 

only wish that we do not anymore do the same mistake we did by voting for President Benigno 

Aquino III which in the last 2010 Elections had won by a plurality.  The increased clamor for 

Noynoy to run for President was brought about by the death of his mother, the late President 

Corazon Aquino and was known as the “Noynoy Phenomenon”,  had an astounding lead in all 

poll surveys and eventually won. 

The Philippines can only hope that it is not wrong again this time. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Insights 

'Adding a stich of fabric': 

a world geography lesson 

By Gina Villanueva, Associate Editor 

Aboard the aircraft carrier USS John C. Stennis, US defense secretary Ashton Carter and PHP defense 

secretary Voltaire Gazmin, defended the presence of the huge warship in that sea, with Carter blaming 

"Chinese behavior" for the mounting confrontation in the disputed waters, saying "we have been here 

decade after decade.", in what analysts described as a "menacing" message to China. 

Carter's remarks were a strong declaration that the US intends to maintain its dominance in the Asia 

continent realm, in rhythmic cadence with Obama's 2011 announcement of its "pivot" or "rebalance" in 

the continent. 

While US propaganda routinely condemns China's 'militarization' of the West Philippine Sea (South 

China Sea) the Stennis with its air arm of about 90 warplanes and helicopters, and accompanying strike 

force of warships --in reality, dwarfs Beijing's limited military presence on China's islets in the area. 

The US has been sending its most advanced weaponry, strengthening military ties and forging new basing 

agreements throughout the region. Carter told the Philippines, "With each Balikatan and cruise by the 

Stennis, with each new multilateral exercise and each new defense agreement, we add a stitch of fabric of 

the region's security network." 

I have no iota of doubt about that. 

  



The Philippines is strategically located, directly adjacent to the South China Sea, if you will. 

Last month the Philippines announced that US would have access to the Philippine military bases (as this 

writer has reported, in our previous editions) under the Enhanced Defense Cooperation Agreement 

(EDCA) between the two countries, with the host country practically granting the colonizer, US -- carte 

blanche and most (and, eventually, all) of its military installations. But then, again, Carter has already 

indicated, in clear terms, that the Pentagon will require greater access. 

During a joint news conference, the US defense secretary announced the US will start stationing 

warplanes and Special Forces troops in PHP, including five A-10 Thunderbolt ground attack jets, three H-

60G Pavehawk helicopters and an MC-130H Combat Talon aircraft used to infiltrate Special Forces units. 

In my earlier report, my media sources said that the PHP will receive 80% of the total of $425 million of 

Pentagon's 'Maritime Security Initiative', a five-year funding for Asia, to boost their military intelligence-

sharing, surveillance, and naval patrol. 

As I write this, I am seeing a great deal of different numbers, from different corporate media 

stenographers, of from $40M, to $50M, to even $66M. 

I do not excel in Math, so please correct me, if I am wrong. But isn't 80% of $425 million -- 340 million? 

Carter has also revealed for the first time that the US and PHP had already carried out two joint sea 

operations in the South China Sea since March, as well as the conduct of joint patrols with Japan. 

Reuters reported this week that US patrols were becoming more aggressive, "sailing within 13, 14, 15 

miles, without dipping into the 12-mile limit, and the Chinese have noticed." 

The Chinese defense ministry, in a statement late Thursday warned that the promotion of militarization in 

the region, smacks of "the embodiment of Cold War thinking and not conducive to peace and instability 

in the South China Sea." 

Just as the US invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq were not about a "war on terror," or, "weapons of mass 

destruction," so Washington's reckless actions in Asia have nothing to do with "freedom of navigation." 

Merely US imperialism resorting to military force in a bid to ensure its dominance in Asia, and 

internationally, despite the growing danger of a catastrophic war between nuclear-armed powers. 

A bit of world geography 

As you know, Asia is the largest continent in the world in both area and population, situated almost 

entirely north of the equator except for some Southeast Asian islands. Asia is connected to Africa by the 

isthmus of Suez and borders Europe (part of the landmass) along the Ural Mountains and across the 

Caspian Sea, with an area of 49.7 million km (19,189,277 sq mi), covering about 30 percent of Earth's 

total land area. 

  



Asia continent is shared by 48 countries, by far the largest country by area being Russia (17 million-odd 

sq km), second is China, 9.6 million sq km  -- and the smallest state in Asia are the Maldives (member of 

the Commonwealth of Nations, former British colony). 

More than 4.4 billion human inhabitants , or, 60 percent of the world's population live in Asia continent, 

1.6 billion are in China. Seven out of 10 are the most populated countries in Asia. 

The highest point is Sagamatha, Chomalungma, or Mt. Everest, 8,848 m (29,028 ft) Nepal; largest lake 

Caspian Sea (salt lake) 371,000 km (143,250 sq mi); Ozero, Baykal, Lake Baikal (31,500 km) in Siberia 

is the world's largest freshwater lake by volume; the longest river, Yangtze, 6,380 km (3,964 mi) is in 

China. 

Languages in Asia continent include, but are not limited to, Filipino, Arabic, Chinese, Hindi, Japanese, 

Korean, Malay, Russian, Thai, Turkic, Vienamese, and many others. 

Eastern Asian countries are China; China Hongkong; China Macao; China Tibet; Japan; Korea North; 

Korea South; Mongolia, and Taiwan. 

Northern Asia is Russian Federation. 

South-Central Asia includes Afghanistan; Bangladesh; Bhutan; India; Iran; Kazakhstan; Kyrgystan; 

Maldives; Nepal; Pakistan; Sri Lanka; Tjikistan; Turkmenistan; and Ukbekistan. 

South-East Asia comprises Brunei Darussalam; Cambodia; Indonesia; Lao PDR; Malaysia; Myanmar 

(Burma); Philippines; Singapore; Thailand; Timor-Leste (East Timor); and Vietnam. 

The meaning and significance of "pivot" or "rebalance" to Asia, sabes que? 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Editorial 

CROSSING THE LINE: PHP UNION CHIEF UNDER 

FIRE 
 

Turf battles, internal dysfunction and other troubles are leaving the Bureau of Customs (BoC) 

grasping to get a handle on corruption and other misconduct within its ranks. 

  

In an interview with GMA 7 Radio/TV News, the agency's Employees Association president 

Rommel Francisco, admits wrongdoing in the matter of accepting bribes and other corrupt business 

practices, but justifying it with insufficient wages to live on. 

  

Part of his ire borders on the order of Customs Commissioner Alberto Lina's increasing CCTV 

cameras, to publicly show that his agency is practically free from corruption, the excess, the abuse of 

red tape, per se. For public consumption. 



  

The Union president announces that his group 'might' protest Lina's order on grounds of human rights 

infraction. 

  

Franciso argues that if the Union was paid with just wages with the corresponding benefits, it would 

find no reason to commit corruption, childish as it sounds. Tantrum-like, if you will. Devoid of a 

good work ethic, to boot. 

  

Does not anybody in the agency conduct periodic employee performance evaluation, at all? 

  

The CCTV cameras are installed near the transaction windows and payment areas. 

  

While Commissioner Lina agrees with wage increase for the BoC employees, he rebuts with, "if the 

agency's personnel have nothing to conceal, they have no basis for their adverse reaction" to more 

CCTV's." 

  

Named by the Social Weather Station (SWS) survey in 2015, as the most corrupt agency in the 

country, the BoC rated a dismal 55%. 

  

Commissioner Lina has also suffered the brunt of public disgust when he planned on conducting 

physical inspections of the balikbayan (repats) boxes emanating from the overseas Filipino workers 

(OFW) last year. 

  

But then, nota bene (note well), OFW remittances represent 13-odd percent of the country's GDP. 

  

If at all, don't they deserve our appreciation, gratitude, and respect -- for working their fingers to the 

bone, under all sometimes uncordial working environments? 

  

Near (but not perfect) solutions. 

  

That humankind's fallen nature will always be that of insatiability, and of infinite desire for 

acquisition nearly bordering on kleptomania may be true. 

  

However, it is not too late in the day, to reason together, with near-solutions, such as, yes -- wage 

increase (where will the money come from?). 

   

Yes, to increase the number of employees. 

  

Yes, to CCTV cameras are imperative as a deterrent to temptations for special favors. 

  

Yes, to the maintenance of transactions online, providing accurate bills/receipts. 

  

Yes, to accurately speed up the work process (no gossiping with each other on company clock). 

  

Yes, to conduct periodic employee performance evaluation as a basis for promotion/demotion in 

strict compliance with the employee handbook.  

  

Yes, to create an oversight committee, to regulate corruption practices; indict those who are proved 

guilty, with incontrovertible evidence. 



  

And most of all, yes, to make media accountable, in terms of sparing no sacred cow.(GV) 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Straight Talk 
By Ed Libranda 

 

AMDG What it means and its significance 
 

When I stepped on the halls of the Ateneo de Davao High School in Matina, Davao City on my 

freshman year more than half a century later, I am reminded of the dialect jog (a form of punishment) 

for students to refrain from speaking any kind of dialect, be it cebuano, tagalog, ilocano, etc. 

In the course of my everyday life, during school days, one can't stop from speaking his (not co-ed at 

that time) his native tongue. 

I became to know by heart then the letters AMDG or Ad Majorem Dei Glorian (All for the greater 

glory of God) by writing this letters AMDG and its latin word meaning 100 times for speaking in 
Tagalog. Soon, I have learned to speak Cebuano. not in school though but at home. 

School punishment extended to our 2-room Antonino Apartment near Apo View Hotel along Legaspi 

St. My father forbid us to speak in Cebuano. They never wanted to learn and speak the dialect, and so 

with our own Tagalog only at home. 

Jesuits are known to be followers of St. Ignatius Loyola, patron saint of the order of the Society of 

Jesus. . Pope Francis took the name out of the name of another Jesuit patron name, St. Francis 
Xavier. 

Since the dialect jog had to be taken during my lunch time, I never had the chance to go home and 

take my food. I have to stay in school to write the jog 100 times. 

Sharing one's thoughts of, to live "Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam,' is a way of being that permeates every 

thought , every deed, every action, and inaction - all for the greater glory of God. 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



News at a Glance 
 

ASG bandits abduct four Indonesian tugboat crew off Tawi-

Tawi 

By Priam F. Nepomuceno 

 MANILA, April 16 (PNA) ---Suspected Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) bandits abducted four 

Indonesian crewmen of a tugboat while passing the waters of Sitangkai, Tawi-Tawi and 

Lahad Datu, Sabah on Friday. 

Western Mindanao Command spokesperson Major Filemon Tan identified the attacked tugboat 

as T/B Henry manned by four Indonesians and six Malaysians. 

One of the Malaysian crewmen was shot and seriously wounded by the bandits. It was not 

immediately known whether the latter was shot for resisting or just to serve as warning. 

Tan said the Malaysian was now undergoing treatment at a Sempornah hospital. 

The incident took place between 5 and 6:30 p.m. when five to seven heavily-armed bandits 

boarded the vessel and snatched the victims at gunpoint, dragging towards their blue-gray 

speedboat which then sailed to the direction of Malaysia. 

The tugboat and its remaining crew were later rescued by Malaysian authorities. 

Last March 26, ASG bandits also abducted 10 Indonesians from a barge and a tugboat while 

passing Tawi-Tawi. The tugboat and barge were also seized by the bandits. 

The 10 abducted Indonesians were still believed held by the bandits.(PNA) 

RMA/PFN 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

MMDA nets 176 violators in first day of “no-contact 

apprehension policy’ 
By Christopher Lloyd Caliwan 

MANILA, April 15 (PNA) -- Close to 180 motorists were cited with traffic violations by the Metropolitan 

Manila Development Authority (MMDA) during the first day of reimplementation of its “no-contact 

apprehension policy" on Friday. 

  



As of Friday noon, 176 erring motorists were cited for overspeeding, beating the red light, number 

coding, swerving, illegal counterflow, blocking intersections, loading and unloading in prohibited zones, 

disregarding traffic signs, making illegal turns, illegal overtaking, entering the yellow lane, defying the 

closed door policy and bus segregation scheme, among others. 

A 15-man team was tasked to monitor moving violations along major thoroughfares with the revival of 

the no physical contact apprehension policy. 

The scheme, started around 10 a.m. Friday in major thoroughfares including Epifanio Delos Santos 

Avenue (EDSA), Commonwealth Avenue, Diosdado Macapagal Avenue, Marcos Highway, Roxas 

Boluevard, C5 Road, Quezon Avenue, and other major roads. 

During a press conference at the MMDA metrobase in Makati City, MMDA Chairman Emerson Carlos 

said the policy aims to reduce traffic build-up in the metropolis by using cameras instead of apprehending 

drivers in the middle of the road. 

Carlos said the policy using the CCTV will prevent erring motorists from bribing traffic officers and do 

away with the 'padrino' system where violators show calling cards of government or police officials to get 

their way out of traffic violations. 

Unlike the usual manual ticketing, traffic violators will not be flagged down. The policy makes use of the 

agency’s 450 high definition closed circuit television cameras that take footage of violations committed 

by the driver of the vehicle while it is in motion. 

Carlos said the quality of the cameras are high definition and can capture violations even at nighttime. 

Carlos said the intention of the program is to “bring back discipline of drivers without the presence of 

traffic enforcers anytime of the day.” 

When traffic enforcers accost violators, Carlos said there is opportunity for bribery, extortion and 

corruption. 

“But because there is no human factor, such incidents are lessened,” he said. 

Carlos said traffic enforcers will still be posted in places not covered by the CCTV cameras. 

MMDA assured motorists who will be cited for traffic violations that they would be given ample time to 

contest their infractions. 

Under the recently passed resolution of the Metro Manila Council, MMDA’s policy-making body, the 

agency will send summons or notice to the vehicle’s owner or operator to identify the driver of the vehicle 

during the time the traffic violation was captured by the CCTV (close circuit television) camera. 

The notice which will be sent to the owner or operator contains the date, time, location and traffic 

violation. It also contains a statement that the motorist has the right to contest the violation before the 

MMDA-Traffic Adjudication Division (TAD) within seven days upon receipt of the summons. 



Within 15 days from receipt of the adverse TAD resolution, the driver may still file a motion for 

reconsideration (MR). If the MR is denied, the driver may further file an appeal before the Office of the 

Chairman where the decision shall be final and executory. 

The MMC resolution also said that upon lapse of the seven-day period to contest the infraction, the 

MMDA will send the final notice to the owner or operator of the vehicle. 

If the violator fails to pay the fine upon the receipt of the final notice, the MMDA will include the vehicle 

license plate in the 'alarm list' and will be forwarded to the Land Transportation Office (LTO). 

The driver will not be able to renew the vehicle registration until the fines are settled. With the 

improvements in the process in the no-contact apprehension policy, MMDA Chairman Emerson Carlos 

has expressed confidence that the drivers of public and private motor vehicles will be cooperative. 

“What we are after here is to instill discipline among the motorists,” Carlos said. 

Carlos said only "moving violations" will be apprehended and not "administrative violators" like drivers 

of colorum vehicles. 

Carlos said all type of vehicles are covered by this policy, including motorcycles. (PNA) 

LAM/CLTC 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Entertainment 

Pia Wurtzbach Back in Manila 

Miss Universe 2015 Pia Wurtzbach is back in Manila to grace the coronation night of the 2016 

Miss Philippines beauty pagent. She is joined by her international friends from the 2015 Miss 

Universe Pageant. Pia was crowned Miss Philippine Universe 2015 and later joined the Miss 

Universe 2015 beauty pageant. 

"The telecast was most notable for an error in which host Steve Harvey mistakenly announced 

Ariadna Gutierrez, who represented Colombiain that year's pageant, as Miss Universe 2015, even 

though the judges had decided that Pia Wurtzbach from the Philippines had won." 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

 

 



Sports 

IS THERE ANOTHER PACQUIAO - MAYWEATHER 

FIGHT? 
 

Although both Floyd Mayweather Jr. and Manny Pacquiao have announced their retirement from 

boxing, Top Rank CEO Bob Arum sees a rematch happening between them in the future. 

According to TMZ Sports, the 84-year-old promoter believes Mayweather and Pacquiao will 

clash again after Money defeated Pac-Man by unanimous decision in May 2015: 

"It's close to 50-50 but probably leaning more toward the fight happening...more likely than not." 

While Arum said he hasn't talked to either boxer about the potential fight, he doesn't think they 

would turn down the opportunity: "If the match was available, I believe [Manny] would come 

back for that match. ... If either man agrees to fight, my feeling is that they won't be able to 

resist." 

CEO of Mayweather Promotions Leonard Ellerbe commented on Arum's speculation, per Kevin 

Iole of Yahoo Sports: 

"Floyd is retired and nothing has changed. There's nothing else to talk about. He's enjoying his 

life as a retired fighter and I'm focused on the company. 

We have four shows in five weeks and that's my focus. There has been no talk, nothing, not a 

word, about Floyd coming back." 

Mayweather retired following his win over Andre Berto in September, and Pacquiao did the 

same after beating Timothy Bradley on April 9. 

Pac-Man did leave the door open for a possible return following the Bradley fight, however, per 

Lance Pugmire of the Los Angeles Times: 

If you ask me about my condition, my body ... I'm still OK. I can still give a good fight. I worked 

hard in training. I feel OK. I like to fight, the way we prepare. I'm happy doing that. My heart is 

50/50. I love my family. Boxing is a really hard sport, very difficult. I might enjoy retired life or 

I may come back. Right now, my decision is to retire ... I love to help people. 

Should Pacquiao win a Senate seat in his native Philippines, that would likely complicate the 

possibility of a comeback. 

Mayweather has been focused on his Mayweather Productions brand, and while he hasn't said 

that he is willing to come out of retirement, he also offered some hope when asked about it in 



January, according to Andre Vergara of FoxSports.com: "As of right now, I don't have the urge 

to fight." 

While the first edition of Mayweather vs. Pacquiao was roundly criticized for being a boring 

fight, Pac-Man was compromised by a shoulder injury. He proved to be healthy against Bradley 

and could be far more dangerous in a potential rematch. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Tourism 

A Reconstructed Ancient Town Rises 
By Randy V. Urlanda. Manila Bureau Chief Correspondent 

 

Stepping into a wide cobbled-stone square hemmed by quaint two-story Spanish colonial stone 

manors from the car park after a three-hour drive from the city was like walking into the 

Philippines’ historic past minus the use of a time machine. The Las Casas Filipinas de Acuzar, 

which straddles a sandy coastline with a river running through it, is in a 400-hectare heritage 

park with 30 reconstructed 18th century to early 20th century stately stone houses and buildings. 

The grand two-story bahay na bato (stone houses) and the American colonial-style three-story 

residential building, were meticulously transplanted plank-by-plank and brick-by-brick from 

different parts of Luzon and reconstructed in the sprawling coastal heritage resort in Barangay 

Pag-Asa just outside the town of Bagac in Bataan, 152 km. northwest of Manila. The expansive 

coastal area that faces the South China Sea used to be covered with thick, thorny aroma thickets 

up to the rice fields inland where the heritage town is. It is bounded on the north by Mount Natib 

and Mount Mariveles on the south. 

But, behind the grandeur of this awesome heritage town, which opened to the public in 2010, is a 

small group of elite artisans tasked to dismantle, transport and rebuild these crumbling 

architectural treasures, which were sold by the heirs of their owners, to become a living museum 

of Philippine customs and traditions. They are composed of seasoned carpenters, masons and 

sculptors headed by a 66-year-old general foreman from Novaliches in Quezon City, Rodolfo 

“Dolfo” Baguio. After doing an ocular inspection of a grand ancestral house being offered for 

sale, he brings in six workers to assess if the property is worth the price being offered. 

“First, we number the pieces of the wooden panels of the façade, its side walls and its back side,” 

says Dolfo during the Sentinel interview a week ago. “Since all the adobe bricks have the same 

sizes, we don’t number them anymore, only those with sculpted designs. Next, we dismantle its 

capiz shell windows and motif designs, the tiled roof (Spanish era) or corrugated tin roof 



(American period), followed by the walls, the floor and its joints, posts, and its tiled ground 

floor,” explains the master carpenter. “Normally, it takes two weeks to disassemble a two-story 

ancestral house,” he continues. “First to be hauled on our 10-wheel truck are the fragile capiz 

windows, then the posts and other parts of the house.” 

Reconstructing the house takes longer, about six weeks, especially if 50 per cent to 70 per cent of 

its original parts had been lost to the elements and age. Dolfo needs ten carpenters and four 

masons to rehabilitate and reassemble the house. To replicate the missing parts, the Las Casas 

Filipinas owner, Jerry Acuzar, buys original parts of dismantled old houses in Cagayan Valley 

where they sell bits and pieces of these architectural treasures like second-hand furniture. After 

six weeks of painstaking work, the heritage house stands again with its stately period look. 

But, it wasn’t always a breezy task for the expert “house transplant” team to dismantle an old 

building, especially if it stands in the heart of the old business district of  Binondo in Manila like 

the Casa Bizantina where more than a hundred informal settlers had been ensconced for decades. 

Built in 1890, Casa Bizantina, whose ground floor was built of stone and bricks while the upper 

two floors were made of various Philippine hardwoods, is one of the houses in the late 19th 

century which adapted an American ruling on building houses. Galvanized iron roofing was used 

instead of the usual Spanish curved roof tiles as protection from earthquakes. After the Second 

World War, the house was leased to various tenants. What was once an architectural landmark in 

Binondo soon became a house of ill repute in 2009, when Casa Bizantina was home to 50 

squatter families who refused to vacate the building when it was sold to Las Casas Filipinas. 

“When we inspected it, the Bizantina was a dump with a labyrinth of narrow passageways 

leading to 80 cramped rooms, some of which were used by drug dealers for their illicit trade,” 

explains Dolfo. “It took some time before all its residents were finally evicted from the place, 

with a SWAT team providing security during the four weeks we were dismantling it.” 

The imposing Casa Bizantina took more than a year to rebuild because its ornate interiors were 

researched to replicate the original, which were neglected and defaced by its informal tenants 

who called it their home for more than 50 years. Now, it is an elegant seven-bedroom heritage 

house offering high-end accommodation with five-star hotel amenities. The Las Casas de 

Filipinas heritage resort, which occupies only a fourth of its 400-hectare land area, has a 

combined guest rooms of 43, including the seven luxurious ones in Bizantina. 

Ground floor stores and souvenir shops, including 17 hotel rooms on its second and third floors, 

are lumped together in the Casa Escolta along the Paseo de Escolta, a simulated strip of a 

commercial lane, which is a replica of a typical Escolta building in Manila’s most prestigious 

business address of yore. Casa Escolta’s beautiful columned façade facing the plaza has 

individual wrought iron balcony in each of the room upstairs. It was built based on old 

photographs of buildings in the Philippines’ original “wall street” in the early 20th century. 



  

Aside from Dolfo, another seasoned hand, literally, in the resort is 79-year-old Celestino Fadul, a 

slight, bespectacled sculptor from Paete, Laguna. 

“I sculpted, together with my two sons, all the adobe bas reliefs on walls inside all the heritage 

houses here, including the adobe faces of women inside the Bizantina,” says Fadul, who worked 

for 20 years with National Artist for Visual Arts Francisco “Botong” Francisco as his assistant. 

“I also chiseled all those four huge boulders with faces along the road here, including the life-

size carabao which I carved out from a big chunk of batong buhay (karst).” 

Walking along its cobbled-stone streets in the early evening and across a beautiful Spanish-style 

stone bridge embellished with mythical creatures in stone on its arching columns like the half-

man, half-horse tikbalang and the winged, half-bodied female manananggal, which were lifted 

from Lola Basyang’s bedtime stories, gives one a nostalgic feeling and wonderment how our 

forefathers lived in that historic past. 

At Las Casas de Filipinas, the legacy of our forefathers and the beautiful Filipino traditions live 

on. It is a step back into the past, re-living the age-old traditions and practices distinct to our 

culture, without living the luxury and comfort of the 21st century. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Community News 

Houston Royal Oaks Club Elects Its Officers For 

2016-17 
 

The Houston Royal Oaks Lions Club, established in 2008 elected its new sets of officers for the 

year 2016-2017. 

The officers were first nominated according to its by-laws in March 2016, and recently held its 

elections in which they elected Lion Nelvin Adriatico as its president. 

In a photo released by Lion Emee Nisnisan, zone chairman of the Lions District 2S2, the other 

officers elected are the following: Lion Nelvin Adriatico, president; Lion Steven Okoronkwo, 

vice president; Lion Emee Nisnisan, secretary; Lion Avinahs Thadhani, treasurer; Lion Marivic 

Gamache, membership director; Lion Vic Tabierdo, tamer; and Lion Jun Amores, tail twister 

Elected to the board are the following: Lion Rozaida Dy Cruz, one year; Lion Norma Mercado, 

one year; Lion Myrna Achico, two years; and Lion Salindeg Gallegos, two years 

  



Formal induction of officers and new mebers of the Houston Royal Oaks Club are scheduled to 

be held after the Lions Club International Convention in Fukuoka, Japan,on June 24-28, 2016. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

The 16th Biennial Filipino American National Historical Conference returns 

to New York in 2016! 

The Metro New York Chapter of the Filipino American National Historical Society is delighted 

to be hosting our biennial conference in 2016! We hope that conference attendees and 

participants will enjoy their time in the city that never sleeps. The  conference will be held from 

June 22- 25, 2016, primarily at John Jay College of Criminal Justice located at 524 W. 59th 

Street in Manhattan. Visit www.fanhs2016.com for more information. If you have any questions, 

please email fanhs.mny@gmail.com. 

Call for Proposals 

PROPOSALS DUE: DECEMBER 15, 2015 at 11:59PM, EASTERN TIME 

This year’s conference theme is Building with Our Roots. As we engage our families and 

communities, how has our individual and collective history/ies allowed us to build and grow? 

What can we learn from our experiences as Filipino Americans? We encourage and invite 

sessions that explore this theme as well as any other topics pertaining to Filipino-American 

experiences or histories. 

Proposals may be submitted for individual papers or presentations (to be grouped with other 

individual submissions); panels (three or four papers or presentations on a single topic); 

roundtables (several individuals presenting personal accounts of specific historical events or 

experiences); and workshops (teaching research techniques or sharing research skills or sources). 

Proposal is a 500 word synopsis of your presentation topic. Only one submission is necessary for 

a panel or roundtable. 

To submit a call for proposal for your workshop, panel, presentation or roundtable, please visit:  

http://proposals.fanhs2016.com 

 

This year’s conference theme is “A Pinay/Pinoy State of Mind: Building with Our Roots.” 

FANHS- Metro New York chose this theme to focus on our history while building our future 

legacies. 

 



Our conference will feature all the traditional components of previous FANHS Conferences: 

• A Tour of the City 

• Phenomenal Keynote Speakers 

• Plenary Sessions and Workshops 

• FANHS Town Hall Meeting 

• Filipino American Authors Reception 

• Banquet/ Gala with Dancing, Silent Auction, and More 

 

Our newest components that we will be adding this year, to add our New York City flare include: 

• A Fashion Show with local, established Filipino American designers 

• A Filipino American Film Festival featuring contemporary and fan favorite films from the past. 

Majority of the Conference will be held at John Jay College of Criminal Justice (located in 

central Manhattan). Hotel blocks have been reserved for three hotels in Midtown Manhattan (just 

blocks from the conference location). And our banquet/ gala will be held on the Hornblower 

Infinity – a cruise boat that will tour the Hudson River, with up close views of the Statue of 

Liberty, Ellis Island, the Brooklyn Bridge, the World Trade Center, and more! 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Texas Gawad Kalinga sponsors dinner fundraising, April 23, 2016 

Texas Gawad Kalinga will sponsor a dinner dance fundraising with DJ Egay on Saturday, April 

23, 2016 at the San Lorenzo Ruis de Manila Community Center, 16411 West Bellfort St., Sugar 

Land, Texas 77498. The cost of the ticket is $30. 

Proceeds of the event will benefit Gawad Kalinga projects in the Philippines. 

For more info, pls call the following: 

CAROL - 713-907-8047; 

JUN 832-274-2341; 

ALEX 713-471-5159, 

and MARIE 713-732-0738 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 



HOUSTON ROYAL OAKS LEO CLUB INDUCTS NEW OFFICERS AND MEMBERS 

HOUSTON - The Houston Royal Oaks Club of Houston, sponsor of the Houston Royal Oaks 

Leo Club held their induction of officers and members, Saturday, March 12, 2016 at the Grace 

United Church of Christ, 8515 Broadwulf Drive, Houston, Texas 77072. 

Lion Minette Chiu, Leo Advisor, called to order the ceremoney, and Lion Anmette Wierschem 

gave the invocation while Leo President Ahmed Emara enjoined the Leos, Lions and guests to 

recite the pledge of allegiance to the flag of the United States of America. All Leos then recited 

the Leo Pledge. 

Lion Emee Nisnisan, zone chair of Lions District 2S2 and immediate past president Leo Helber 

Anderson gave the opening remarks.Lion Minette Chiu, District Leo Advisor and Leo Advisory 

Committee inducted the new officers and members. The new officers are: Leo Ahmed Emara, 

president; Leo Helbert Anderson, vice president for outreach; Leo Ana Baleva, vice president for 

education; Leo Jai Mai Marks, Secretary and Treasurer; Leo Bethel Garriel, membership 

director; Leo Brendan Garriel, tail twister.Past presidents of the Houston Royal Oaks Leo Club 

are: Lion Joy Nisnisan (charter president); Lion Jasmine Emara; Leo Mara Nisnisan, and Leo 

Helbert Andersen.Members are: Leo Steven Okoronkwo; Leo Maxine Sencil; Leo AJ Adriatico; 

Leon Cassandra Schaeffer; Leo Annaliza Suerte; Leo Marisa Garcia; Leo Tatiana Okoronkwo; 

Leo Hanna Sencil; Leo Addisen Schaeffer; Leo Kathleen Kae Dela Rosa, and Leo Christine 

Wierschem. 

The Leo Club Advisitory Committee is composed of the following: Lion Minette Chiu, advisor; 

Lion Niesan Emara, co-advisor; Lion Emee Nisnisan, advisotry panel, and Lion Annette 

Wierschem and Lion Amy Alidon. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Immigration 

Supreme Court Hears Case on Protecting Illegal Immigrants 

From Deportation 

The case is one of the biggest before the high court this year 

By Miriam Jordan, April 17, 2016 

Tech entrepreneur Cris Mercado still keeps the envelope that he stuffed in late 2014 with school 

records, his proof of residence and other documents he gathered to apply for a new program that 

would shield him from deportation and enable him to work legally in the U.S. 



"Whatever it took, I wanted to be the first to apply," recalls the 35-year-old undocumented 

Filipino who arrived in New York when he was five. His hopes were put on hold when a federal 

judge last year blocked implementation of President Obama’s new policy after 26 states filed suit 

challenging it. 

On Monday, the Supreme Court is scheduled to hear oral arguments on Deferred Action for 

Parents of Americans and Lawful Permanent Residents, or DAPA, an expansion of a 2012 

Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals, known as DACA. The case is one of the biggest before 

the High Court this year. 

The programs would offer temporary protection from deportation and work authorization to 

about five million undocumented immigrants, mostly parents of U.S. citizens, and expand the 

pool of people who qualify for the 2012 initiative offering the same reprieve to those brought to 

the U.S. as children, like Mr. Mercado. 

Opponents say Mr. Obama lacks the legal authority to take such sweeping executive actions; 

supporters say he does. 

The showdown is mobilizing pro-immigrant groups, with the backing of major figures in the tech 

industry, including Facebook ’s Mark Zuckerberg and LinkedIn co-founder Reid Hoffman. 

Thousands of people, including Mr. Mercado, are expected to be in Washington, D.C. on 

Monday to demonstrate outside the court during the historic hearing. Over the weekend, 30 

undocumented mothers who would be eligible for relief through the policy are fasting outside the 

court to highlight their plight. The women, from as far as San Francisco and Phoenix, will break 

their fast Monday after the demonstration. 

A coalition of immigrant advocacy groups that includes FWD.us, an organization co-founded by 

Messrs. Zuckerberg, Hoffman and other tech leaders, created a website, 

www.fightforfamilies.org. The site invites people to "join our movement" to urge the Supreme 

Court to "unfreeze DAPA and the expanded DACA." FWD.us interviewed immigrants across the 

country who would benefit from the policy and produced videos for the website. 

"We have been working hard to make sure the voices of those directly impacted are front and 

center," said Alida Garcia, director of coalitions and policies at FWD.us. "That’s how we make 

our case to the American public—helping them realize these individuals are our neighbors, 

community members and sitting in pews next to us in church." 

The coalition launched a campaign on social media encouraging supporters to change their 

profile images to reflect #FightforFamilies and #UnfreezeDAPA on Facebook and Twitter. 

It also unveiled an exhibit titled "The Faces of DAPA and DACA," profiles of immigrant 

families that would benefit from the programs. It will run through June 15 in Alabama, Arkansas, 

California, Connecticut, Illinois, Maryland, New York, Wisconsin, and Washington, D.C. 



Groups opposed to the policy haven't planned demonstrations for Monday, according to a 

spokesman for the Federation for American Immigration Reform, or FAIR, which favors a 

crackdown on illegal immigration. 

On its website, FAIR features a countdown to the hearing. "A precedent-setting decision," it 

says, "could allow President Obama (and future presidents) to run roughshod over the 

constitutional separation-of-powers doctrine." 

It encourages people to sign a petition opposing the policy, which FAIR plans to release to the 

justices in the coming months while they deliberate on the case. On Twitter, the organization 

directs people to FAIR’s resource page to learn "what’s at stake." 

"Congress didn’t delegate to the president the discretion to allow millions of people here illegally 

to just stay here, work and get benefits," said FAIR’s president, Dan Stein. "We’re trying to get 

people to raise hell." 

About 11 million people live in the U.S. without legal status. When the president announced the 

new policy in Nov. 2014, he said that Congress’ failure to pass an immigration overhaul had 

compelled him to use his executive power to offer relief to many of them. 

Immigrants had begun attending information sessions to prepare to apply for the initiative when 

a Texas federal district judge in February 2015 blocked it. A federal appellate panel upheld the 

injunction in November. The Supreme Court granted the administration’s request to review the 

case and is expected to rule in June. 

"This has been a challenging situation but we have engaged thousands of people who weren’t 

engaged before," said Cristina Jimenez, Director of United We Dream, an advocacy group. 

Like Mr. Mercado of New York. He kept his undocumented status under wraps as he attended 

college, earned a Master’s degree and started working independently—unable to be legally hired 

by U.S. employers—with low-income students. 

"It feels like this is my last shot," said Mr. Mercado. He had missed by a year the age cutoff, 

which was 30, for the original DACA in 2012. 

His company, GrantAnswers, partners with the New York City Department of Education to offer 

workshops for students in homeless shelters to help them apply to college and get jobs. 

By mid-May, Mr. Mercado plans to launch an app, KeyJargon, designed to help millenials 

prepare to apply for jobs in industries such as health care, technology and finance. But as long as 

he can’t work legally, says Mr. Mercado, "if the idea fails I can’t get hired by an American 

company." 


