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President Rody's Magnificent Obsession: Ongoing, 

Simultaneous Peace Talks in Oslo for Reds, Kuala 

Lumpur for Muslim Rebels 

August 22, 2016 

By Gina Villanueva, Associate Editor 

August 22 - As the Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP) consultants (previously freed from 

prison) meet today in Oslo, the Muslim rebels 12,000-strong Moro Islamic Liberation Front 

(MILF) on Saturday restarted peace talks with the Philippines in Kuala Lumpur, signaling the 

fruition of President Rodrigo Roa Duterte's magnificent obsession of being at peace with 

everybody as a national leader, to build a better nation for the next generation. 

The Agence France Presse  (AFP) wired news services reports that the Kuala Lumpur gathering 

is the first under the Philippines new president, aimed at ending decades of violence that has 

claimed tens of thousands of lives. 

The Muslim insurgents in the Philippines have been fighting for autonomy since 1970. 

Historically, though, they have been, since 1310. This one, for freedom from Western foreign 

invasion, and be left alone to rule their own kingdoms. The Maharlika Islands (now known as the 

Republic of the Philippines) originally had four main kingdoms: Luzon, Visayas, Mindanao, and 

Sulu. 

Jesus Dureza, presidential adviser on the peace process, told reporters in Kuala Lumpur, 

(Negotiations for the two sides) will discuss the road map to clarify certain issues. But let me 

warn everyone. It is not an easy task. It is very complicated," without elaborating. 

He described the Malaysia talks as the first sit-down one, between the two sides since Duterte 

took office, as a "big milestone for peace  in Mindanao." 

An accord signed in 2014 required the Muslims to lay down their arms after the law was passed 

creating an autonomous homeland in Mindanao and regional government was elected. 

But there was no unanimous consensus in Congress regarding the Basic Bangsamoro Law 

(BBL) so it was tabled, or relinquished to the back burner, and was never heard of again. It 

became politicized, in essence. 

The Aquino administration's excuse, meanwhile, is because a bungled raid into MILF territory 

that killed 44 police commandos in 2015 has helped derail the passage of the law, which vote 

was meant to take place in the May 2016 general election. 



MILF chief Murad Ebrahim welcomed fellow Muslim rebel Nur Misuari, chairman of the Moro 

National Liberation Front (MNLF), because he believes there has to be inclusivity in finding a 

solution leading to the establishment of the 'Bangsamoro'  (Moro statehood) autonomous region 

in the south, so that "if the peace process was successful the Islamic State (IS) will not garner 

the people's support." 

The Philippine Muslim separatists comprise these main groups -- the MNLF and the breakaway 

factions of MILF and the ABu Sayyaf kidnap-for ransom group. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Breaking --Timely Release of Philippine Reds for 

Today's Oslo Peace Talks 

August 22, 2016 

In a news conference August 19, following their release, top Philippines rebel couple Benito and 

Wilma Tiamzon thanked and lauded President Rodrigo Roa Duterte, for allowing them to fly in 

Oslo today to join the Norway-brokered peace talks. 

The Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP)  welcomed the successive releases of 22 more 

detained rebels who will also join the Oslo peace talks. 

The said Duterte's move enhanced their confidence in his determination to find peace. 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

INNERVIEW 

By Gina Villanueva, Associate Editor 

(Editor's note: In line with President Rodrigo Roa Duterte's imminent resumption of peace talks with 
the Muslim (and Reds) insurgents in the Philippines, which all failed in past administrations -- Gina 
revisits little known, if overlooked details in Philippine history: the Sulu Treaties, their historical 
implications, consequences -- in the Moros' centuries-old and still ongoing quest for self-
determination and self-government -- as stipulated in the UN Declaration of Human Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) "Article 4. Indigenous Peoples, in exercising their rights to self-
determination, have the right to autonomy or self-government in matters relating to their internal and 
local affairs, as well as ways and means for financing their autonomous functions.") 

 

Divide and Conquer: A Matter of Semantics?  



(Part 2 of 3) Representative Sulu Treaties 

The Sulu Sultan Muhammad Sudarat has entered into a Peace Treaty as early as April 
14, 1646 with Zamboanga Governor Francisco de Atienza y Banez in the presence of 
the Sultan's ambassadors -- the Maguindanao Sultan having entered into a similar 
treaty in 1639 (The Treaty of Zuhab, between the Safavid Empire and the Ottoman 
Empire on May 17, 1639, which ended the Ottoman-Safavid War (1623-1639), 
confirming the previous Peace of Amasya from 1555). The Peace Treaty of 1646 
proclaimed perpetual friendship between Sulu and Spain and provided for an offensive 
and defensive alliance against their enemies. 

Almost a century hence, or in 1725, the Tausugs and the Spaniards again entered into 
another treaty which provided for trade between Manila and Jolo and the mutual return 
of captives. The 1725 Treaty was made possible by a Chinese Ki Kuan who was sent to 
Manila to arrange for peace and returned to Jolo with two Spanish Commissioners who 
entered into the pact with the Sultan of Sulu. 

A subsequent treaty between Datu Muhammed Ismael and Datu Jaafar for the Tausugs 
and Governor General Fernando Valdez for the Spaniards was the 1737 Treaty, ratified 
by Sultan Alimuddin I, was preserved, and included mention of free trade and use of 
passports between the Sulu Sultanate and the Spanish government in Manila. It 
contained five articles, namely, the declaration of the determination of both parties to 
preserve permanent peace between the two states, all differences or grievances to be 
settled amicably, and hostilities between subjects or vassals to be strictly prohibited and 
punished; the provision for alliance and mutual aid against any foreign foe, excluding 
European nations; provision of free trade between the states, restricted by use of 
passports to be issued by superior authority; provision that each state should be held 
responsible for all infractions of the peace committed by its subjects and should be 
bound to punish the same and make amends to the proper party; and the provision for 
the exchange of captives and return of all church images and ornaments in the 
possession of the Sulus. 

A century later on September 23, 1836 a commercial treaty was signed between Sultan 
Jamalul Kiram I and Captain Jose M. Halcon, representing General Pedro Antonio 
Salazar. It contained nine Articles including-- 1) Sulu craft, which, with proper license, 
go to Manila, may import products of the Islands subject of the Sultan, by paying the 
consumption duty of 2.5%;  2) wax and cacao may be deposited in the Manila 
Customhouse by paying 1% but if these articles are imported the established 14% will 
be paid; 3) Sulu craft that trade in Zamboanga  will pay a duty of 1% on products of the 
islands subject to the Sultan; 4) all those duties wlil be paid in silver to the Protecting 
Spanish Government on the basis of one-half of the appraised value; 5) Spanish craft in 
Jolo will pay duties in kind for ships of three masts from Manila with Chinese 
passengers - P2,000, the same without passengers -P1,800, Brigantine from Manila 
with Chinese passengers -P1,500,the same without passengers - P1,300, Schooner 
from Manila with Chinese passengers -P1,400, the same without passengers -P1,200 
xxx; 6) these duties fixed for Spanish craft will be paid in kind in accordance with the 



values laid down in the schedule, one half of which will be elected by the Sultan's 
government officials from the cargo and the other half shall consist of such articles as 
the captain of the boat may select...; 7) Sulu ships found trading in ports without a 
license or passing contraband will be treated as smugglers in accordance with the 
Spanish laws laid down for such;. Spanish schooners and small trading crafts (galeras) 
that show by manifest in Jolo that they carry a cargo of Philippine produce, and are 
afterward discovered to have, in place thereof, a cargo of merchandise (generos), and 
to have discharged such cargo in the port to be sold therein, will be fined P500 as per 
values in Jolo, two thirds of said sum to go to the Sultan, and one third to the Royal 
Treasury of the Protecting Spanish Government; 8) should the import duties on any 
articles of commerce produced in the Sulu islands be reduced in Manila or Zamboanga 
to a lower rate than that now established, the Spanish Government will also make a 
reduction so that Sulu ships may always pay less, as has been agreed...; and 9) should 
the text of these articles of agreement differ in the two languages, the Spanish text will 
be literally adhered to. 

The foregoing treaty provisions reflect a tax levying system applied on ships and trade 
of goods, comprehensive and sophisticated enough as to fairly infer a trade relation 
between sovereign powers. 

A copy of the said treaty that the Spanish signatory Jose Ma. Halcon certified having 
received from the Datu Muluk-Bandarasa, reveals the Tausug's perception of some of 
the items that were supposed to have been agreed on, with the inclusions that the 
people of Sulu who wish to go to Zamboanga or Mindanao, shall ask the Sultan of Sulu 
for a passport so that they may suffer no  harm if they meet ships belonging to the 
Navy; passports shall be issued stating the number of people on board and the cargo 
when requested; order is given for the safety of those who travel by sea, as instead of 
being pursued by the ships of the Navy, they shall be helped; giving them the present 
patent so that when they meet the ships of the Navy of the King of Spain, his brother, 
they not harm but help them; 

The treaty seemed to be addressed to the Sultan's subjects instead of the other party in 
the treaty, the Spanish government in Manila. As such they appear to be the Sultan's 
understanding on the benefit of the treaty to the Tausugs. 

On October 29, 1837 the said treaty was ratified by the Queen Regent of Spain, which 
expanded on the significance to the provisions by virtue of the additional ratification text, 
including that the Sultan of Sulu upon his part, accepting the friendship of the Spanish 
Government, binds himself to keep peace with all the vassals of her Catholic Majesty, 
and further binds himself to consider as his enemies those who hereafter may be such 
to the Spanish nation, the Sulus proceeding with armed men to the wars which may 
arise, in the same manner as if they were Spaniards...; that in accordance with the 
friendship and protection which unite Sulu with the Spanish provinces of the Philippines, 
the Sulu boats shall navigate and trade freely with the open ports of Manila and 
Zamboanga, and the Spanish vessels with Jolo, where not only will both be well 
received, but shall find protection and the same treatment as natives; the construction of 



factories trading houses and safe warehouses; that in order that the Spanish and Sulu 
vessels may navigate and trade with safety, free from the piracies of the Llanuns and 
Samals the Spanish Government will strengthen its fleet in Mindanao waters, which 
same will protect equally those of both nations, and in order that good may not be 
confused with evil persons, the rules shall be observed xxx; and that the Sultans and 
Datus of Sulu pledge themselves to prevent the piracies of the Llanuns and Samals in 
the Philippines, and if they are unable, the Sultan shall so report in order that the 
Spanish Government may afford assistance or undertake the task alone. 

The ratification is clear that the Sulu Sultanate was a "nation" obliged by the treaty to be 
an ally of Spain in war, but at the same time, entitled to its protection, particularly in the 
naval and trade aspects. It  might, however, be sheer naivete on the part of the 
Spaniards to expect the Tausug warriors to fight with them "as if they were Spaniards," 
were it not for the fact that the primordial aim of the Spanish Government in entering 
into this treaty appears to be the neutralization of the Sultan's army so that Spanish 
merchants can freely trade and navigate in the Mindanao and Sulu waters. It was also 
during this period that British and Dutch influence was being increasingly felt in the 
Indo-Malay archipelago, hence, the Spaniards wanted to consolidate power at their 
backdoor, which is the Mindanao-Sulu corridor. 

History records that the Sulu Sultan did not limit the signing of treaties to the Spaniards. 
In 1849, British explore Sir James Brooke visited Jolo and entered into a treaty with the 
Sultan, containing, among others, a promise by the Sultan not to make any cessions of 
territory within his dominion nor recognize sovereignty rights nor promise fealty to any 
nation without the consent of Great Britain. this treaty was protested by the Spanish 
governor of Zamboanga, which led to the signing of the Treaty of 1851, containing the 
so-called Act of Incorporation (of Sulu) into the Spanish Monarchy to counter the 
diplomatic and commercial advances by the British. The most famous of the the other 
foreign agreements, of course, was the Overbeck ceding or leasing the Sultanate's 
property (this includes the territory from the Pandassan River along the whole east 
coast of North Borneo to Sibuko River populated by Tausug Datus who had remained 
loyal to the Sultan) that is now known as Sabah in Borneo to the British North Borneo 
Company. 

Eventually, there would be two more treaties of consequence entered into between the 
Sulu Sultanate and the Spanish Government. The Treaties of 1851 (mentioned earlier) 
and 1878. both treaties had Spanish and Tausug versions, the differences of which 
illustrate the varying negotiating posture and ultimate objectives of the parties. 

 

The 1851 Treaty signed between Sultan Pulalun and the military governor of 
Zamboanga, Col. Jose Maria de Carlos, was a Spanish reaction to British overtures for 
commercial and military ties with the Sultan of Sulu. 



Saleeby said, "The treaty was declared to be 'an act of incorporation' of the Sultanate of 
Sulu to the Spanish Monarchy.' The Sulus understood it to be a firm agreement and 
friendly union with Spain. They however appear to have recognized the supremacy of 
Spain and accepted her protectorate. They agreed to use the Spanish flag and prohibit 
piracy. They further bound themselves not to make any treaties with any nation other 
than Spain nor to build forts nor to import firearms without her permission. Spain in turn 
promised to respect the recognized ranks of the Sultan and datus and protect Sulu 
boats everywhere and to the same extent as Spanish boats. Duties on foreign boats 
were to be paid to the Sulus and countersigned Spanish passports given to people 
entering the ports of Sulu...Annuities were granted to the Sultan (P1,500), three datus 
(P600) and one subordinate chief (P360). 

Saleeby also observed, "The treaty was written in both Spanish and Sulu and was 
signed and sealed by both parties...The Sulu copy of the treaty appears to have been 
written or dictated by interpreters not versed in Sulu, and the difference in text is such 
as would easily explain the frequent the misunderstandings between the Spanish 
officials and the Sulu authorities in cases pertaining to the application of the terms of 
this treaty." (Ibid. p. 107) 

The treaty, however, was more for show in Europe than for serious implementation in 
Mindanao. 

It effectively halted the British initiatives in Sulu, but did not prevent the resumption of 
hostilities in 1854 when the Spaniards burned a village in Tapu Island and in 1855 when 
the Tausugs raided Zamboanga in retaliation. 

The Treaty of 1878 signed between Col. Carlos Martinez, Spanish Governor of Sulu 
and Sultan Jamalul A'lam in July 1878 was the last treaty entered into between "the two 
states," and as such, according to Saleeby, appears "to define the final relation that 
existed between them and the exact position which Sulu occupied in the Philippine 
Archipelago during the last period of the Spanish Regime." (p.124) (Further, according 
to Saleeby on p. 129 of his book, the status of Sulu as defined by this treaty resembled 
that of a protectorate rather than dependency. The internal administration of Sulu, its 
customs, laws, and religion were fully respected and were not subject to Spanish 
jurisdiction, confirmation, approval or interference of any sort, except in matters 
pertaining to regulations for the use of firearms.) 

Still, the stark differences between the Spanish and Tausug texts in some vital parts of 
the agreement are obvious. 

Article 1 of the Spanish text provides, "We declare that the sovereignty of Spain over all 
the Archipelago of Sulu and its dependencies is indisputable," whereas Article 1 of the 
Tausug version merely speaks of obedience, "All the people of Sulu and its Archipelago 
shall obey only the King of Spain, Alfonso XII, or whosoever shall succeed him." 



This is a major difference, as sovereignty is a political concept different from mere 
obedience. 

Article 3 of the Spanish version declares, "Spain has the right to occupy such points in 
the Sulu Archipelago and its dependencies as may seem necessary to the Spanish 
authorities...We beg that exception be made for the land extending from Sinungan Point 
to the south coast of Kadungdung, which shall be used for our residences (referring to 
the Sultan)..." 

The same Article 3 of the Tausug text, however, does not give unlimited prerogatives to 
the Spaniards to occupy the entire Sulu Archipelago, but states that "the Spanish 
Government may occupy any place it chooses along the northern coast of the island, 
from Sinungan to Bwal, and as far as Kadungdung, but the southern coast of the island 
from Kadungdung to Sinungan shall be left for the Sultan..." 

The Tausug version, therefore, limits the Spaniards to anywhere along the northern 
coast of the island, with Kadungdung to Sinungan being left  for the Sultan. In the 
Spanish version, the occupation can be such points in the Sulu Archipelago as may 
seem necessary, and the Tausugs are reduced to begging that exception be made of 
the Sultan's place of residence in the Kadungdung-Sinungan area. 

Finally, Article 9 of the Spanish text states that "Catholic missionaries have liberty to 
visit and reside in any place in Sulu and its dependencies and will give us notice before 
going" while the Tausug version is more tentative and limited, as "If there is any priest 
who desires to travel around in this country, he ought to inform the Sultan."  

The Spanish understanding includes residing in any place, while that of the Tausug 
involve only "traveling around the country." 

Lawyer Mehol Sadain concludes, quite logically -- in relation to the Sulu-Spanish 
treaties is that the parties, especially the Sultan and his officials, may have understood 
the general terms of these treaties on the broader level, but not the details thereof. For 
instance, they knew they were to obey the King of Spain, but they did not know that 
such could be termed 'sovereignty,' nor did they have any idea what 'sovereignty' was. 

They knew that they were opening Sulu to Spanish visits, but they were not aware of 
the extent or nature of these visits. What mattered most to them in these treaties was 
that they were allowed to practice their own religion, customs and way of life, and be 
governed by their own laws. 

This was not a matter of ignorance, but more likely that of perspective and orientation. 

Although the Tausugs permitted certain inroads to the Spaniards, they did not allow the 
latter to influence their own culture, belief system and identity as Moros and adherents 
of Islam. 



So when Spain ceded the Philippines (including the lands of the Moros) to the United 
States via the Treaty of Paris in 1898, the political relation between the Spanish 
Government and the Sulu Sultanate was, in the words of Saleeby, "that of a 
protectorate."  This was precisely the status which the Americans tried to enforce in 
their first treaty with the Sultan of Sulu. 

Divide and Conquer: A Matter of Semantics? 

In fact, in some crucial aspects, the Bates Treaty was like the Treaty of 1878. 

Yet another betrayal, this time, by the Americans? (Note in my previous blog that the 
Muslims were double-crossed by the secret Pykes- Sicot deal during the Ottoman 
Empire rule -- and way, way back during the Crusader's War -- still vividly fresh in every 
Muslim's heart.) 

For instance, like the Treaty of 1878, the Bates Treaty used the word "sovereignty" in 
the English version, while the Tausug version does not contain any such word. 

Article 1 of the American text declares: "The sovereignty of the United States over the 
whole Archipelago of Jolo, and its dependencies, is declared and acknowledged." 

Article 1 of the Sulu version, however, states: "The support, aid and protection of the 
Jolo Island and Archipelago are in the American nation." 

On December 1904, American missionary scholar Peter Gowing declared that Dr. 
Saleeby formally "charged Edward Schuck, official translator for the American Army at 
the time of the Bates agreement with deliberately mistranslating portions of the 
Agreement into the Sulu language." 

The Bates Treaty was concluded between Brig. General John C. Bates and Sulu 
Sultanate led by Sultan Jamalul Kiram on August 20, 1899, and ratified by President 
William McKinley Jr. on October 27, 1899. 

Under the Bates Treaty, the Sultan recognized the United States flag, just like the 
recognition given to the Spanish flag in the 1878 treaty. The Americans were also 
allowed to occupy and control such points in the Sulu archipelago as public interest may 
demand. Introduction of firearms and war materiels was forbidden except when allowed 
by the American Governor General, and piracy was to be suppressed with the 
cooperation of the Sultan and his Datus. 

 

In return, the United States was to give protection to the Sultan and his subjects in case 
of imposition by a foreign nation; and to respect the dignities of the Sultan and the 
religious customs of the Tausugs. Crimes and offenses committed by Moros against 
their fellow Moros shall be tried and punished under the laws of the Sultanate. 



The Bates Treaty, therefore, accorded the Moros the free practice of Islam as their 
religion, and recognized the  Moros' right to govern their own affairs and impose their 
own laws on their fellow Moros. 

More than that, however, it was designed to serve the American purpose of divide and 
conquer by first pacifying the Moros while they fought the rebellion by the Filipinos in 
Luzon. 

 

Carrot and stick, anyone? 

The American rule in Mindanao and Sulu was met by various but sporadic resistance, 
mostly led by private entities. 

In Sulu, the Sultan having recognized American administration in the temporal affairs of 
his territory, the fight against the Americans was led by the likes of Panlima Hassan 
(1903), Usap (1903) and Pala (1905) and other private personalities that led to the 
battles of Bud Dahu in 1906 and Bud Bagsak in 1913. 

In all of these battles, the Sultan and his retinue of datus, merely acted as onlookers, or 
worse, as collaborators, in the eyes of the rebels. 

Hence, when the Americans turned the reins of government in the Philippines over to 
the Filipinos, without united leadership and the usual armed might, the protestations and 
misgivings of Moro leaders were like frail straws blown away by the wind. (Part 3 of 3 -- 
De Quiros: 'Remembering only the Peace; not the Process') 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

EDITORIAL  

HATS OFF TO PNP 

The state of cleansing the Philippine society of notorious criminals, and the 
apprehension and conviction of drug addicts, pushers and drug lords have seen its 
progress by way of the reported killings now happening in the Philippines. 

President Rodrigo R. Duterte has to make good his campaign promise to put an end to 
drug addiction which has affected almost 90% of the barangays all over the Philippines. 

The young generation of today has been affected by the onslaught of drug addiction 
and its after effect of committing various crime in the Philippines, most especially within 
the barangay level. Almost 90% of all the barangays are severely affected by drug 
addiction, and it appears, the barangay officials are themselves helpless in purging 
illegal drugs in their own surroundings. 



The Philippine Senate is currently conducting its own investigation into the alleged 
extrajudicial killings perpertrated by certain individuals, and being attributed to the police 
by some sectors in the Philippine society. 

The appearance of Philippine National Police (PNP) Police Director General Ronald 
"Bato" Dela Rosa and his aides before the senate committee on justice and public order 
is underway, and will continue until after the senators can find a way how to  put a stop 
on the reported extra judicial killings in the Philippines. 

These incidents have reached an alarming level that it has concerned some sectors of 
the Phippine society of why there are incidents of extrajudicial killings that the police 
themselves have said it is not to blame. The buy-bust operations of the Philippine 
National Police (PNP) are conducted  within the legal purview of the law and with the 
blessings of the  PNP hierarchy. 

Some of these killings are being attributed to crime and drug syndicates who are out to 
silence their own ranks who might spill the beans that would lead to the arrest of their 
big bosses. Some notorious hitmen are reportedly taking advantage of the PNP's drive 
to flush out criminal elements, by conducting their own operations to commit murder 
against those whom they believe are siding with the government in their drive against 
illegal drugs and criminality. 

Now nearing on its 60th day of the government's  relentless drive against all forms of 
criminality in the Philippines, the PNP which is leading the campaign in the 
apprehension and arrest of individuals involved in the distribution of illegal drugs in most 
of the urban areas. 

The Philippine Sentinel takes off its hat to all the men and women of the Philippine 
National Police who has shown it's leadership and courage to effect the thrust of the 
Duterte administration in finding a way to eliminate if not to minimze the proliferation of 
illegal drugs in the Philippines. 

Notwithstanding likewise, the graft and corruption in all sectors of the Philippine 
government, we still believe that the President can still find a way to develop a process 
by which certain officials of the government bureaus and departments can show its full 
support and cooperation, and achieve a favorable output of performance. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

 

 

 



STRAIGHT TALK 

by Ed Libranda 

NOW IT CAN BE TOLD 

Finally after weeks of speculation, President Digong has finally unleashed his fury 
against his perennial critic, Senator Leila de Lima, whom the President has named as a 
drug lord protector via her alleged driver/bodyguard/lover who collects the drug money 
from the drug lords inside the National Bilibid Prison (NBP). 

The revelation by the President placed his staunch critic on the defensive  mode, but De 
Lima stood  her ground about the senate hearing on the extrajudicial killings that has 
plagued the country since the President made his campaign promise to rid the Phiippine 
society of the drug menace that no President since the late President Corazon Aquino 
dared to combat the drug problem. 

Now comes the former city mayor of Davao City who catapulted into prominence during 
the presidential campaign election by promising to clean up every nook and corner of 
the Philippine archipelago with drug addicts, pushers and the drug lords. 

There is no denying that under De Lima's  turf, drug lords have conquered the national 
penitentiary by arming themselves with high-powered armaments, notably grenade 
launchers under the nose of the prison guards. 

President Digong in his latest tirade with De Lima was just being transparent by 
referring to her driver-bodyguard-lover as also involved in drug trafficking by allegedly 
collecting the payola on behalf of the lady senator. Besides, in doing so, he has also 
invoked the Executive Order (EO) he signed, the Freedom of Information (FOI) law, 
when he was pressed by the reporters to name the senator. 

It is not an easy task for the President to purge the ranks of the Philippine National 
Police. The four generals who were implicated are not off the hook yet. Few days ago, 
more cops were axed from the service for their involvement with drugs, either as users 
or pushers. 

Let's wait for more of the President's announcement on some showbiz personalities 
involved in illegal drugs, and this is just the tip of the iceberg, and we are now nearing 
on the third month of the Duterte's administration. The upper chamber is now alarmed 
by a series of extajudicial killings. But the drug syndicates themselves are to blame for 
these series of killings. 

 

  



These drug syndicates want to silence their own people who may want to spill the 
beans and help the government in its' drive against this menace to our society. 

President Digong will not glorify the "wrongdoings" of Senator Leila de Liima. Let the 
people decide for themselves whether De Lima is worthy to represent the Filipino 
people. 

Erring lawyers are disbarred from the legal profession if they are found to be involved in 
immoral acts. The Integrated Bar of the Philippines (IBP) elevates cases of immoralities 
to the Supreme Court for proper disposition. Senator Leila de Lima's relationship with 
her married driver constitutes an immoral act and should be investigated by the IBP. 

Is it true that the drug lords funded the senatorial candidacy of the former DOJ 
secretary? Paquiato Ochoa, President Noy Aquino's executive secretary was allegedly 
acting as  a conduit in channeling drug money  to the Liberal Party during the 2016 
national elections. 

I can only surmise about the constant howling of Sandra Cam, president of the 
Whistleblowers Association of the Philippines in her latest "pasabog (bombshell)" who 
said she has the CD evidence about De Lima's illicit affair with another personality. And 
he is no other than Cesar Mancao  who mysteriously bolted out from the eyes of his 
guards at the central office of the National Bureau of Investigation (NBI). 

Sandra Cam could be De Lima's worst nightmare. Apparently, the President has the 
evidence coming from Miss Sandra Cam about De Lima's connection with the sudden 
disapperance of his "lover" Cesar Mancao, and that of her alleged 
driver/bodyguard/lover Ronnie Palisok Dayan. 

There is no personality involved in President Digong's expose' on Senator De Lima. 
Remember that her driver Ronnie Dayan is her bagman in collecting the payola from the 
drug lords inside the NBP. 

The moment Sen. De Lima is investigated by her own peers involving her connection 
with the drug lords, then expect other political personalities from the Liberal Party to 
emerge as a result of  De Lima's probe. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

SEE-THROUGH 

By: Yashika F. Torib, Manila Bureau Senior Correspondent 

Of justifying ends through means 

We have been warned. 



President Rodrigo “Rody” Duterte, upon taking his oath of office as the country’s 16th 
president, foretold of the path that his administration is going to take and what the 
Filipinos are to expect from him.  

Change. The kind that won’t come easy. 

Delivered in an unusual prim manner, Duterte’s message came across to many as a 
direct but honest sketch of what his governance will be like. While previous presidents 
zoned in on economy and infrastructure, the feisty 70-year old commander-in-chief has 
set a laser focus on corruption, criminality and illegal drugs. 

Many times during his presidential campaign that he warned the illegal drug users, 
pushers and law breakers that he will find and kill them. Supporters cheered his 
bravado, nonetheless, seeing in him an archetypal Filipino that is built with grit instead 
of platitude that is characteristic of many politicians. 

Some laughed at his statements, taking it as a political cliché. Others brushed it off. 
Those who knew the truth behind the words are either bristling with fear or smug with 
accepted ideas... which remind me of a trip to Davao several years back. 

I was anxious to get to my destination at once but by the rate the cab driver is going, I 
was pretty sure we won’t go as far as the city skirts. When asked with his driving speed, 
the elderly man can only shrug and say that it was “mayor’s order” to maintain such 
speed. 

I’ve decided to change the subject and inquired whether it is safe for a tourist like me to 
roam the city streets at night, worried that a thief or an addict might stalk me. The driver 
laughed at the question and stated that there are indeed thieves and drug addicts in 
Davao City; however, you can only find them in two places. Jail and cemetery, majority 
of which are in the latter. 

“Wala na halos nagda-drugs dito. Takot sila kay mayor. Maski mga rebelde ilag sa 
kanya,” the driver proudly shared. 

Days later, a thick cloud of smoke covered a vast residential area. No one from the 
nearby streets, however, were alarmed. Apparently, the burnt place is a neighborhood 
of illegal settlers who allegedly refused to relocate despite negotiations by the local 
government. 

People around the area complacently ignored the incident, seemingly amenable to what 
happened. 

Indeed, the mayor is not to be crossed. Locals were too reverent of this man who 
“cleansed and protected” their city from nearby rebel groups, criminal and drug users 
that no one dared call him by name. He is simply “mayor”. 



Fast forward to 2016 presidential elections. 

Hairdressers from the salon I frequent to casually converse on how good Duterte will be 
for the Philippines. “Sana manalo sya para patay lahat ng kriminal at adik. Tapos ang 
problema ng Pilipinas,” says the homosexual hairdresser Marian. 

In a passing conversation I heard on a trip, a jeepney driver quipped “dapat lang 
mamatay yang mga yan para mawala nang salot sa lipunan natin.” 

Manileños have heard of Duterte’s legacy in Davao. They are only too happy and 
amenable to have the same fisted discipline in the unruly grind of Manila and the entire 
country. People came to a common agreement that criminals indeed deserve to die. 

Not until lately. 

Human rights representatives and individuals, who previously have voted for Duterte, 
now blasts his method of stomping criminality. 

A total of 805 drug-related fatalities were already recorded since Duterte took the seat 
of power in May 10. Should the current rate of extra-judicial killings continue, the 
Duterte administration will have 700 percent more slayings than the Marcos’. 

While some relatives admit that their slain loved one used to be a drug-user, others 
maintained that theirs have already yielded to authorities but were still murdered. 

Case in point is the cousin of my sister-in-law. The 26-year old native of Albay 
reportedly submitted to authorities after admitting that he used to be a drug-user. Weeks 
later, he was shot dead. Testimony by his family revealed that one of the victim’s friend 
conspired with unidentified men. 

“Sumuko na sya . Pero ginawa syang pain sa buy-bust operations kuno ng mga pulis. 
Wala naman talagang operasyon, ginawa lang yun para maging legal yung pagtumba 
sa kanya,” says the victim’s cousin. 

The once accepted idea of killing criminals and drug addicts has certainly lost its charm 
to the public, now divided between the sense of security in expense of the life of some, 
and fighting for the rights even of those who have broken the law. 

The president, meanwhile, denied any association with the Davao Death Squad that is 
responsible for the death of 1,424 Davaoeños from 1998 to 2015. Victims include drug 
users, thieves and gangsters. Of this number, 132 are children and 57 are females. 

Duterte, indeed, is bringing the discipline of Davao to the entire Philippines, with the 
idea of having the ends justifying the means – a change that doesn’t come easy to a 
nation accustomed to slack regulations and reckless abandon to compulsions. 



The killing continues. Duterte’s initial sketch of governance is now building form and 
color. 

We have been warned. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

NEWS AT A GLANCE 

Ahead of 2017 ASEAN: BIMP-EAGA Trilateral Pact 

August 19, 2016 -The recent trilateral Philippines-Indonesia, Brunei and Malaysia pact, 
also known as Brunei-Darussalam-Indonesia-Malaysia-Philippines - East Asian Growth 
Area (BIMP-EAGA) meeting of the security sector draws the significance, specifically 
dealing with the security situation in common borders and the establishment  of a 
secure sea lane to counter terrorists and criminal threats. 

Thus points out Presidential Communications Secretary Martin Andanar, as he spoke to 
reporters during the weekly Kapihan sa Manila Bay in Malate, Manila. 

The Philippines hopes to further strengthen its security agreement with the other two 
countries to pave the way in the 2017 Philippine hosting of the Association of South 
East Nations (ASEAN) Summit. 

President Rodrigo Roa Duterte will start his official visits to the ASEAN countries within 
the next two to three weeks, Andanar announced, as both Presidential Peace adviser 
Jesus Dureza and Malaysian Prime Minister Najib Razak discussed regional 
cooperation among the three countries, earlier this week. 

In the press briefing, Presidential spokesperson Ernesto Abella said "Duterte would 
rather skip the official visits to the ASEAN countries but he also recognizes the 
"tradition" of doing so as the new president. 

"We're also preparing our leadership, when we take over the chairmanship of ASEAN 
(Summit)...that's part of the preparation. After Laos, we're taking over," Abella adds. 

The advisers of Mr. Duterte recommend that he kick off his ASEAN visits before going 
to Laos for the turnover of the chairmanship to the Philippines, to reiterate the 
Philippines' commitment in "keeping safe porous points from terrorist groups, making 
sure there are secuted sea passage in the border areas shared by the three nations." 

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 



PRRD Exposes De Lima's Fornication, Drug Money 
Collection 

The 115th anniversary of the Philippine National Police (PNP) that Philippines President 
Rodrigo Roa Duterte (PRRD) keynoted, saw a jaw-dropping, shameful expose'  on 
Senator Leila de Lima's married driver-lover who collected money from convicted lords 
at the New Bilibid Prison (NBP) during her election campaign, as uttered by the Chief 
Executive himself. 

He did not mention De Lima in his speech but confirmed later in a press conference that 
Mr. Duterte was referring to her. 

The President declared, "Here is a senator complaining, when one day I will tell you that 
her driver himself who was her lover was the one also collecting money for her during 
her campaign." 

Pressed by reporters to identify the senator, he replied, "It's part of my duty. You want to 
know the name? De Lima." 

PRRD, who has been embarrassing officials with alleged links to drug lords still harbors 
rancor towards De Lima's allegations that the President is connected with vigilante 
death squads in Davao City, of which he is head. 

Mr. Duterte told reporters, "Until now, I'm waiting for that (when De Lima blurted out that 
she "will prove -- in this investigation -- that he is head."). 

The President claimed having a compact disk (CD) showing De Lima promising to prove 
his ties with the Davao City Death Squad, "I would like her to eat it (the CD) in my 
presence but I could not do it because it's not an accepted edible food for human 
beings," in his characteristic wit and humor. 

Initial information gathered by Philippine Star revealed the alleged driver-lover as 
Ronnie Palisoc Dayan, in his mid-50's, with the bungalow house allegedly built by De 
Lima for Dayan, located in Barangay Galarin, in Urbiztondo, Pangasinan. He and his 
family used to live with Dayan's parents until his wife and children relocated in Bulacan. 
Their new house was reportedly bought through De Lima's "generosity," because of 
Dayan's meager income as driver-bodyguard. 

Admitting it was his first time to hear about Dayan's alleged activities at NBP, Ronald de 
la Rosa, director general of PNP said he would have Dayan investigated. He also 
denied that PNP was the source of Mr. Duterte's expose'. (GV) 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 



Saudi King Gifts Stranded OFWs P1.2 B 

Following the rapid decline of world oil prices, some 11,000 overseas Filipino workers 
(OFW) in Saudi Arabia were laid off, and stranded there. 

Saudi King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud donated 100 million Riyad riyals (P1.2 B) in 
humanitarian consideration and protection of the rights of foreign workers, including 
stranded OFWs as they await the processing of their papers for repatriation. It will cover 
food, medicine and housing. 

Philippines Foreign Affairs Secretary Perfecto Yasay Jr. and Labor Secretary Silvestre 
Bello III earlier met with Saudi Ambassador to Manila Abdullah al-Bussairy to facilitate 
the repatriation of the Filipino workers. 

Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA) spokesperson Charles Jose said the government 
waived the penalties for overstaying workers to allow the speedy repatriation of 
Filipinos. Many workers refused to leave because they still hope to be paid their back 
wages, but the companies they work for could no longer offset it. 

Saudi Arabia hosts the largest number of Filipino workers at 1.2 million of the total nine 
million Filipinos working worldwide. 

Both Yasay and Abello flew to Saudi Arabia August 10 to extend humanitarian, legal 
and consular assistance to the Filipino workers there. (gv) 

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

ENTERTAINMENT 

Rosanna Roces to marry partner Blessy Arias 

MANILA, Philippines – Actress Rosanna Roces said that she and partner Blessy Arias 
will marry in Canada next month, where same-sex marriage is legal. The couple will 
have another ceremony in the Philippines scheduled in December. 

In an interview on Rated K, Sunday, July 31, Rosanna or Osang shared how she asked 
Blessy if they could finally get married. The two first met when they were teenagers. 

"Will you marry me Bless? Ganun 'yung pagkasabi ko," Rosanna said. "Bless, I want to 
marry you. Taray pa din, 'di ba? Nag-yes siya agad. (She said yes right away.)" 

Blessy said: "[Kapag] magkasama kami (When we're together), 'yung simplicity ng life. 
Iyon 'yung tumatak sa akin. Hindi 'yung the showbiz side of her. (It's the simplicity of life 
– that's what made an impact on me. Not the showbiz side of her.)" 



The couple expressed how they are looking forward to spending the rest of their lives 
together. 

"I'll never have to sleep alone at night," Blessy said, as Rosanna added: "Sarap 'no (It 
feels good right)?" 

"Buti na lang ni-ready ko 'yung sarili ko na single ako para pagdating nung forever ko, 
single ako. So alam mo iyon, tumatak talaga sa isip ko na marunong ka maghintay," 
Rosanna said. 

(I'm just glad that I readied myself to be single so that when my 'forever' arrives, I'll be 
single. So you know, it just really stuck to my head that you have to learn how to wait.) 

Last February on Tonight with Boy Abunda, Rosanna confirmed that she was in a 
relationship. She was previously married to Tito Molina. – Rappler.com 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

SPORTS 

Filipina lifter ends country's 20 year medal drought; 

Hsu Shu-ching wins women's 53kg weightlifting at Rio 

Olympics 

And she's going to get quite a reward. 

Under laws enacted in 2001 _ and until now, never needing to be actually acted upon _ any 

Philippines athlete who wins a silver medal at the Olympics is entitled to a bonus of 2.5 million . 

Silver medal at the Olympics is entitled to a bonus of 2.5 million pesos. That works out to about 

$53,000 in U.S. currency. 

If she won gold, her prize would have been 5 million pesos, or about $106,000. 

"I am happy. I did not expect to win the silver medal," Diaz said. "I just aimed for the bronze 

medal." 

Several nations pay medal bonuses. The U.S. offers $25,000 for gold, $15,000 for silver and 

$10,000 for bronze. Russia's gold-medal bonuses for the Sochi Games were reported to be in 

excess of $125,000, and other nations that have paid bonuses in the past include China, Italy, 

Canada and Australia. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 



TOURISM 

Southern Leyte – Eastern Visayas’ Best Kept Secret 

By Randy V. Urlanda, Manila Bureau Chief Correspondent 

 So you thought you have dived and seen the most beautiful coral reefs in this part of 
the world in the Tubbataha Reefs Natural Park in the heart of Sulu Sea, and awed by 
the primeval beauty of the curtain-like stalactites inside Palawan’s world-renowned St. 
Paul Subterranean River in Puerto Princesa City? 

Well, you have seen nothin’ yet, as the Americans say. 

Despite being not in the official list of the best dive spots in the Philippines like Anilao in 
Mabini, Batangas, Balicasag Island in Bohol and Malapascua in Cebu, a treasure trove 
of dive sites, which remains pristine and known mostly to European divers who 
discovered them online, which bore funny names (of foreign divers obviously) like 
Peter’s Mound, Max Climax Wall, Adrian’s Cove and Bonnie’s Place, to name a few, all 
within a 10-kilometer radius, are all found in Southern Leyte. 

The province’s dive sites offer unending fascinating marine life, dazzling coral reefs, 
spectacular walls, and drop-offs like those found in distant Tubbataha. 

Some of Southern Leyte’s famous dive sites are described by European divers and 
featured in prestigious foreign dive and travel magazines include Peter’s Mound in 
Libagon town, which is 200 meters offshore in placid Sogod Bay. “The currents can be 
strong, which means that coral life is profuse. Larger pelagics can be found here, 
including snappers, groupers, sturgeons and wrasses, together with other species of 
reef fish. 

Historic Limasawa Island near the mouth of Sogod Bay, which was the site of the first 
Mass in the Orient 495 years ago, is known among divers as well because of its 
beautiful and amazing coral reefs, where you can expect to come across sharks, 
barracudas, tuna, jacks and rays. Dive sites around the tadpole-shape island are 
Adrian’s Cove, a wall with lots of coves and overhangs, nicely covered bushes of black 
coral, where stag horn corals and many sea squirts are found underwater. Turtle Rock, 
at 36-meter depth, on the other hand, lies a large coral rock, very nicely covered with 
gorgonians, with lots of fish, too. 

Other exciting dive spots are accessible by small motorized outriggers or dive boats 
include the Napantaw Fish Sanctuary in the gold-rich Panaon Island, where you can 
see a variety of exotic marine life like turtle, barracudas and batfish among others. Live 
coral reef formations, which extends more than a kilometer long, are spectacular and is 
worth a dive. 



Liloan Bay, the narrow channel that separates mainland Southern Leyte and Panaon 
Island and famous for its very strong 40-knot currents, divers will encounter manta rays, 
several species of sharks and whales, and pods of dolphins. 

Above water, the picturesque landscapes of Southern Leyte and excellent geographical 
location hold its own gems for eco-tourism as well – with its lofty mountain ranges, lush 
virgin forests, awesome cave systems, majestic waterfalls, fine white and honey-colored 
sand beaches, exotic flora and fauna, and rich marine resources. 

Rock climbers’ favorite destination in the province is the Uwan-uwanan Gorge in 
Libagon. It is a newly discovered world-class eco-adventure wonder where climbing, 
swimming and trekking are all rolled into one exciting adventure. At the top of the gorge 
is a magnificent waterfall where you can soak yourself to symbolize your conquest of 
the gorge. 

For jaded beachcombers, on the other hand, who would prefer to go to an off-the-
beaten path hideaway, they should go to the Pacific coastal town of Hinunangan, where 
there is a wide, six-kilometer stretch of powdery golden sand, with a good view of the 
equally beautiful twin islands of San Pablo and San Pedro. While you are in Southern 
Leyte, you don’t need to ask what to do. The question that you should ask yourself is 
“Which one should I do first?” 

Southern Leyte, which ranks as the second least populated in Region 8, with just 
391,000 inhabitants thinly spread over 1,734 square kilometers land area, is 
characterized by relatively flat lands along the coastal areas where most of its 16 towns 
and one city, Maasin, the provincial capital, lies. 

Unlike the northern part of the island of Leyte, Southern Leyte is located within the area 
of less frequent tropical cyclones. During the passage of typhoons, the province only 
experience heavy rains and occasional gusty winds. 

Now, that Eastern Visayas’ “best kept secret” has been exposed, you know where to go 
for a holiday to commune with nature at its best – both underwater in its colorful coral 
gardens or above ground climbing bare-hand a rock wall at the gorge or just lazing 
around a golden beach. Take your pick. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

FREEDOM LODGE 1461 HAS NEW WORSHIPFUL 

MASTER 

Amidst the blistering heat of the afteroon sun on Saturday, July 16, 2016, the Freedom Lodge 

1461 new officers for the year 2016-2017 were installed in a formal ceremony at the Arabia 



Shrine Center in Southwest Houston. The officers were installed by RW Paul Underwood, 

PPDGM of the Grand Lodge of Texas. 

Installed as Worshipful Master of Freedom Lodge 1461 is Dr. Josier "Joey" Nisnisan, a Houston 

internist with the West Houston Medical Center. 

Rev. Timothy V. Marqeuz gave the invocation while Bro. Ramir Adolfo Amper led the pledge of 

allegiance. WB Manuel P. Yater, PM gave the welcome remarks. 

Outgoing Worship Master Marciano "Jun" Pascual received his past master apron from WB 

Monteflor C. Valmores, PM while WB Mario P, Dipasupil, PM presented the past master jewel, 

and WB Estanislao "Tany" Suerte, PM presented the past master jacket. 

WB Pablito "Lito" Tolentino, PM gave the paster master certificate. 

Worshipful Master Josier Nisnisan received his Master's Hat from his wife, Sis Emee Nisnisan; 

Master Gavel from WB Ricardo B. Achico, PM; Book of Constitution from Bro. Nile B. Copeland; 

and the Travelling Pin from WB Marciano "Jun" Pascual, PM. 

RW Edmundo P. Dipasupil, PM, DDGM, introduced the guest speaker, RW Paul Underwood, 

PDDGM of the Grand Lodge of Texas. 

Rev. Carlos D. Iglupas gave the benediction to end the installation ceremony.. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

HOUSTON PINOY TV 

HOWDY PHILIPPINES - The first Filipino American television channel is now fully operational in 

Houston, Texas under the name PINOY HOUSTON TV (PHTV) and is now part of the 

international digital television network. 

It premiered on July 30 at Channel 15.3. and will be a weekly show every Saturday, from 1:00 

PM to 3:00 PM, and there will also be a re-run every Sunday from 5;30 to 6:30 PM. 

Our program can also be shared in various platforms like Youtube, Facebook, Twitter, Pinoy 

Houston TV website, live streams and is available to a wide variety of audience, not only locally 

but also internationally. 

PHTV will also be featuring special events, and if you have any interesting story or if you want 

us to feature a particular subject, call us at 832-448-0450 or email us at pinoyhoustontv.com or 

send us a Face Book (FB) message.. 

We are also offering sponsorship opportunities for business and organizations. Having an AD 

on TV is a positive way of reaching out to your market. This is a great way to spotlight your 

business. We have packages available for everyone depending on your needs and budget. 



……………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

NORTH TEXAS ASIAN AMERICAN CULTURAL 

ASSOCIATION (NTAACA): PEARL JUBILEE GALA, 

AUGUST 27, 2016 

DALLAS - Edgar Santiago announces the Pearl Jubilee Gala celebration of North Texas Asian 

American Cultural Association. The NTAACA celebrates its 30 years of Asian American spirit 

and its Culture in the Dallas/Fort Worth area. 

The event will be held at The Westin located at the DFW Irving, Texas on Saturday, August 27, 

2016. The event starts at 4 P.M. 

The non-profit event will benefit victims of natural calamities. There will be raffles and awards to 

the Best Dressed Guests. 

Visit : www.ntaaca.org for tickets and reservations. Limited guests for the first 300 reserved! 

The Asian American Cultural Association was formed in 1986 as a means to create and 

maintain a spirit of understanding and alliance amongst all Asian American Communities in the 

Dallas Fort Worth Area. In 2006 our organization’s name was modified to North Texas Asian 

American Cultural Association. Leadership  HYPERLINK "http://ntaaca.org/officers-and-board-

members/"➜ 

Vision 

Building a vibrant community in the DFW area through strength in diversity of Asian American 

cultures and traditions. 

Our community message: “Different traditions, one mission” 

Mission Statements 

Create and Maintain a spirit of understanding and alliance amongst Asian American 

Communities in the DFW area 

Increase awareness of the rich cultural heritage of all Asian-Americans by holding high visibility 

social and cultural events 

Promote unity amongst the association’s members in the bonds of friendship, good fellowship, 

and mutual understanding by providing means for different groups to reach out to each other 

and the community 

Improving communications by sharing interests and concerns for mutual growth and benefit 

Provide scholarship funds for educational welfare and academic excellence of AA students 

 



History 

In the last decade, the DFW area has undergone a major demographic change with an influx of 

Asian Americans into the North Texas area. Currently, there are over 250,000 Asian Americans 

residing in the DFW metropolis. With growth, there is a need for one collective voice and a 

mechanism to show the cultural diversity we bring to the local communities. The organization 

was formed in 2006 as Asian American Cultural Association to bring Asian Americans together 

and provide leadership in cultural, educational, social and economic areas. NTAACA seeks to 

bring out the maximum potential of all people in our communities, and seeks to build a better 

world for all races. 

A 501(c)(3) Non Profit Orgnization ID# 45-0558575 

Copyright © 2016 North Texas Asian American Cultural Association 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

IMMIGRATION 

Republican and Democratic Party Platforms Reflect 
Parallel Universes on Immigration Policy 

July 28, 2016 

By Muzaffar Chishti and Sarah Pierce 

The stark contrast between the Republican and Democratic parties over immigration, 
laid bare during a contentious primary season, was codified as the party platforms were 
finalized and approved during the quadrennial national conventions. 

The roster of convention speakers further illustrated the gulf between the parties. The 
Republican convention gave prominent speaking slots to victims of crimes committed by 
unauthorized immigrants, as well as to Maricopa County Sheriff Joe Arpaio, who has 
attracted accolades, controversy, and litigation over his immigration enforcement 
tactics. 

The Democratic convention, by contrast, showcased several unauthorized immigrants 
who have become prominent activists, including some who have benefited from the 
Obama administration’s deportation-relief policies. 

Though party platforms are not binding on legislators or the executive branch, they do 
offer a clear picture of the issues animating the parties’ most vocal constituencies and 
often represent a roadmap for future legislative agendas. 

While the Republican platform is grounded in heightened concerns about border and 
national security, perceived weak enforcement of immigration laws, and high levels of 



legal immigration, the Democratic platform focuses on increased rights and protections 
for the unauthorized population and recent flows of Central Americans, as well as 
immigrant integration. In many ways, the sharply divergent platforms offer mounting 
evidence—even in comparison to earlier platforms—of how the two parties live in 
parallel universes on the subject of immigration. 

Unlike the 2008 and 2012 platforms, this year’s Republican blueprint does not endorse 
increases in any legal immigration categories, and the Democratic platform is silent on 
any new or renewed enforcement measures. The only commonality between the two 
platforms is the prioritization of citizenship for immigrants serving in the armed forces. 

 

The Republican Platform 

The Republican platform, not surprisingly, contains two central themes embraced by 
presidential nominee Donald Trump since he made immigration a centerpiece of his 
campaign: building a wall on the southern border and screening immigrants from certain 
countries or with certain religious affiliations. 

This year’s platform calls for walling off the entire 2,000-mile border, in contrast with the 
2012 version, which advocated finishing the double-layered fencing mandated along 
certain sections of the border under the Secure Fence Act of 2006. 

While the platform mirrors the Trump vow to build a wall along the entire U.S.-Mexico 
border, the document attempts to take a more nuanced and practical stance than the 
candidate’s recommended ban on admission of all Muslims or all individuals from 
regions with proven histories of terrorism. 

Instead, the platform advocates “special scrutiny” for foreign nationals seeking 
admission from terror-sponsoring countries or “regions associated with Islamic 
terrorism.” The platform also calls for renewal of the National Security Entry-Exit 
Registration System (NSEERS), a post-9/11 program under which males from 25 
predominantly Muslim countries were required to register and be fingerprinted and 
photographed upon entry to the United States or while within the country. NSEERS was 
suspended in April 2011. 

In a major departure from one of Trump’s primary themes, and in a concession to the 
standard party position, the platform is silent on enforcement measures against the 
estimated 11 million unauthorized immigrants—refraining from taking a stance on the 
candidate’s call for mass deportations. 

The Republican platform, for the first time in recent history, asks for a reduction in legal 
immigration by arguing that “it is indefensible to continue offering lawful permanent 
residence to more than one million foreign nationals every year.” And it seeks major 



revisions of the criteria for granting refugee or asylum status—by limiting protection to 
“cases of political, ethnic, or religious persecution.” 

The United States is one of 145 signatory countries to the Convention Relating to the 
Status of Refugees, which defines a refugee as someone fleeing persecution based on 
“reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group, or 
political opinion.” 

Elsewhere, the platform reprises the traditional fare of prior blueprints, but with a 
sprinkling of the more hard-edged rhetoric common today. These include preventing 
states from issuing licenses to unauthorized immigrants, mandatory five-year prison 
sentences for illegal re-entry, penalizing states and localities that are commonly known 
as “sanctuary cities,” and recognizing the role of states in immigration enforcement. 

 

The Democratic Platform 

Reflecting key concerns of its core constituencies, the Democratic platform centers on 
expansion of rights for unauthorized immigrants living in the United States and recently 
arrived children and families from Central America. 

Calling for an “urgent” fix of the “broken immigration system,” the platform endorses a 
path to citizenship for law-abiding unauthorized immigrants. And in the absence of 
legislation, the platform expresses the party’s commitment to defend and implement the 
Deferred Action for Parents of Americans and Lawful Permanent Residents (DAPA) 
program and expansion of the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program, 
both of which were sidelined by the Supreme Court. 

Consistent with Hillary Clinton’s campaign promise, the platform supports expanding the 
Obama administration executive actions to others, including parents of DREAMers. It 
also advocates that DREAMers be eligible for driver’s licenses, in-state tuition, military 
service, and an expedited pathway to citizenship. 

The Democratic platform also focuses on Central American migration, an issue of 
special concern due to recent increases in the arrivals of unaccompanied children and 
families at the U.S.-Mexico border. 

The document advocates a number of protective measures, some of which potentially 
would go further than the current administration’s actions: working with regional partners 
to address the root causes of violence in Central America, in-country and third-country 
refugee and parole processing, and expanding the use of humanitarian parole and 
Temporary Protected Status (TPS). TPS, which provides work authorization and 
protection from deportation to certain nationals of countries that have been deemed 
unsafe for repatriation, is available for qualified Salvadorans and Hondurans who have 
been in the United States since at least 2001. 



The program has not been extended to Guatemalans already in the United States. The 
platform also presses for government-funded counsel for unaccompanied children in 
deportation proceedings. 

The Democratic platform also calls for an end to “raids and roundups” of families and 
children, and seeks to abolish the use of private prisons and detention centers for 
immigrant detainees. In a move designed to address the effects of one of the more 
controversial provisions of the Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant 

Responsibility Act of 1996, the platform urges repeal of the bars that require certain 
unauthorized immigrants to stay out of the country for three or ten years (based on how 
long they lived in the United States without authorization) while applying for lawful 
status. 

The platform also stresses services and programs for integration of immigrants, 
included expanded access to English language classes and the promotion of 
naturalization. Importantly, it would allow all families, regardless of immigration status, 
to buy into Affordable Care Act exchanges. 

 

Vice Presidential Candidates 

Beyond the platforms, the immigration stances of the vice presidential picks are also 
being scrutinized for a sign of what policies might look like under a new administration. 

Both Virginia Sen. Tim Kaine and Indiana Gov. Mike Pence, the Democratic and 
Republican vice presidential nominees, respectively, have significant track records on 
immigration. 

Pence, who served in the U.S. House of Representatives for 11 years before becoming 
governor in 2013, gained considerable attention for promoting comprehensive 
immigration reform legislation in 2006, the Border Integrity and Immigration Reform Act. 

The bill, which he described as “no-amnesty” reform, would have required unauthorized 
immigrants to return to their country of origin before being permitted to re-enter the 
United States as guest workers. 

Beyond this so-called touchback provision, the legislation included significant border 
and employer enforcement measures. 

During his time in Congress, Pence also sponsored and co-sponsored bills that would 
have authorized state and local law enforcement agencies to directly enforce U.S. 
immigration law, currently an exclusively federal domain; eliminated birthright 
citizenship; reduced total per-country legal immigration by one-half the number of 



unauthorized immigrants from that country who are residing in the United States; and 
eliminated the diversity visa lottery. 

He also favored increasing legal immigration for individuals who complete STEM 
doctorate degrees within the United States and raising the H-1B visa allotment. 

Kaine, the Clinton running mate, was elected to the Senate in 2012 and previously 
served as Virginia governor. Kaine has expressed support for the expansion of DACA 
and the implementation of DAPA. In 2015, he argued that DACA allows young 
immigrants to contribute to their communities and live without fear of being removed. 

Kaine in 2013 voted in favor of the last immigration reform bill that passed the Senate, 
and during that debate became the first U.S. senator to deliver a speech entirely in 
Spanish on the Senate floor; he also supported the DREAM Act. 

 

Significance of Party Platforms 

While party platforms are not binding, they can be good indicators of future legislative 
agendas. For example, a 2013 study published in the Journal of Political Science found 
that members of Congress historically have voted in accordance with their party 
platforms more than 80 percent of the time. 

Moreover, since the platforms are written by a coalition of party members, they are 
useful in gauging where party consensus lies. The silence in this year’s Republican 
platform on the issue of large-scale enforcement against the unauthorized population 
may, for example, reflect continued disagreement within the party. A Gallup poll out in 
July found that more Republicans favored a path to citizenship than deporting 
unauthorized immigrants or building a wall: 76 percent versus 50 percent and 62 
percent, respectively. 

Platforms can also highlight differences between the present and the future. This year, 
the Democratic Party had to walk a fine line: supporting the Obama legacy while making 
the case for how a Clinton presidency would differ. Platform writers did this by pledging 
support for expansion of the Obama deferred action programs and ending enforcement 
actions against children and families, for which the administration has received much 
criticism from within the Democratic Party. 

 

 

 


