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MANILA, March 28 (PNA) – Former President and incumbent Manila mayor Joseph Ejercito 

"Erap" Estrada on Monday endorsed the presidential bid of Senator Grace Poe, daughter of his 

best friend the late Fernando Poe Jr. 

  

Estrada made his announcement during his local party’s proclamation rally attended by an 

estimated 20,000 orange-clad supporters at the Liwasang Bonifacio. 

  

"Mga kasama, mga kaibigan palakpakan po natin ang aking inaanak at susunod na pangulo ng 

Pilipinas, walang iba kundi si Grace Poe," Estrada said in introducing Poe to the cheering 

supporters. 

  

In his endorsement speech, Estrada described Poe as a woman with talent and heart, a daughter 

of his best friend, a mother, a wife and a Filipina. 

  

"Her father never left me. How can I leave her? A daughter of king and queen of the Philippine 

movie, you know already? Who is the king? Fernando Poe Jr. and who is the queen? Susan 

Roces," he told the crowd. 

  

Before endorsing Poe, two other presidential candidates Vice President Jejomar Binay and 

Davao City Rodrigo Duterte reportedly approached Estrada with the hopes of getting the support 

of the still popular former President. 

  

In her response speech, Poe thanked her ‘godfather’ Estrada for endorsing her candidacy. 

  

”Ninong maraming salamat po sa inyong pagendorso sa akin. Nakakataba po talaga ng puso. 

Alam ko ito ay isang desisyon na pinagisipan ninyong mabuti. Alam kong mahal ninyo ang 

aking ama pero alam ko na ang mga decision na ganito ay para rin sa bayan,” Poe replied. 

  

Poe promised that she will not fail her godfather, saying “it would be a great honor to have a 

support from someone who loved so much by the people and who loved our countrymen.” 

  

”Si Erap ang isang pinuno na kung saan kinakatawan ang ating ordinaryong mamayan. Si erap ay 

nakakaramdam, nakikiisa sa inyo, hindi manhid, naiintindihan kayo, yan din ang aming 

isusulong: isang gobyerno na nakakaramdam sa inyong mga sulirinanin, na magbibigay ng isang 

agarang solution para sa inyo,” Poe said. 

  



Poe promised to the people of Manila that she will push for free lunch in all public schools and 

free tuition fee in the government universities and colleges. 

  

”Muli sa aking minahal na ninong, maraming salamat sa inyong pagpili sa akin. Alam ko hindi 

nagging madali at dasal ko na hindi ko kayo papahiyain, na gagawin ko ang lahat para naman 

maitaas ang ala-alala ng aking ama at matulungan ang masang Filipino,” Poe said. 

  

Estrada also endorsed the candidacy of vice presidential candidate Ferdinand ‘Bongbong’ 

Marcos Jr. and PGP senatorial bets Manila vice mayor Isko Moreno Domagoso, Rep. Neri 

Colmenares, Rep. Sherwin Gatchalian, Richard Gordon and Juan Miguel Zubiri. 

  

The Manila mayor also endorsed senatorial aspirants Sen. Serge Osmena, Francis Tolentino, Joel 

Villanueva, Cong. Martin Romualdez, Getulio Napenas, Manny Pacquiao and Panfilo ‘Ping’ 

Lacson. 

  

He was joined by her vice mayoralty running mate former 4th district councilor Dra. Maria 

Sheila ‘Honey’ Lacuna-Pangan and his candidates for congressmen, councilors from Manila’s 

six districts. 

  

Estrada’s wife former senator Loi Estrada and incumbent Senator Joseph Victor Ejercito were 

also present in the proclamation rally that marked the start of the campaign for local candidates 

for the May 9 elections. (PNA RMA/JFM)) 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

 

Casino operator to “tell all” in upcoming Senate 

hearing on RCBC laundering case 
March 27, 2016 

Yashika F. Torib 

 

Casino junket operator, Kim Wong, declared his intention of revealing everything he knows to 

the Senate Blue Ribbon Committee regarding the money laundering case filed against the top-

officials of the Rizal Commercial Banking Corp. (RCBC). 

  

The Chinese businessman was tagged in the case by Maia Deguito, branch manager of RCBC 

Jupiter St. in Makati City. 

  

Deguito claimed that Wong made a referral for the opening of four fictitious accounts with 

RCBC for the transfer of the stolen $81 million from the Bangladesh Central Bank. She accused 

the latter of meeting with her in 2015 to hand-over the said referral. 

  

Deguito further stated that Wong opened a separate RCBC account for businessman William Go, 

where $22.73 million of the missing funds were funneled. 

  



This, however, was vehemently denied by the accused. 

  

In an interview with the Philippine Daily Inquirer, Wong blatantly denied Deguito’s allegations 

and furthered that he had nothing to do with the money that went to Solaire and Midas Hotel and 

Casino, as it was allegedly brought in by Chinese gamblers. 

Wong further asserted that he will not go into hiding following the said allegations, and instead, 

will personally reveal everything he knows in the upcoming Senate Blue Ribbon Committee 

hearing on Tuesday, March 29.     

     

This was affirmed by Wong’s counsel, Atty. Victor Fernandez, who added that his client has 

already returned to the country from Singapore last Sunday, March 20. 

  

Harassment charges vs NBI 
Meanwhile, Wong’s spokesperson claimed that his client is being “harassed” by several agents 

from the National Bureau of Investigation (NBI) in an apparent bid to prevent him from 

testifying. 

  

Atty. Inocencio Ferrer related that a certain Senior Agent Ruel Dugayon, together with 20 armed 

agents from NBI-NCR division, did rounds on Wong’s offices and known residential addresses 

using a search warrant that was “issued supposedly for alleged violations of the Cybercrime 

Prevention Act.” 

  

The agents were reportedly looking for a certain Wen Liu but were showing printed photos of 

Wong. 

  

The said search warrant, issued by a Malabon judge, also authorizes said agents to 

seize/confiscate telephones, computers and peripherals, cash, ATM cards, documents and bank 

transaction records at “anytime of the day and night of the week,” Ferrer said. 

  

“This clearly constitutes harassment and subverts the current investigation by the Senate Blue 

Ribbon Committee. My client already promised to present himself as a resource person on 

March 29 but with these kinds of ‘harassment,’ it seems there are forces who want to prevent 

him from testifying,” he concluded. 

  

KIM WONG IS BACK TO TESTIFY DURING SENATE HEARING 

ON MONEY LAUNDERING PROBE 
Kim Wong, junket operator and allegedly tagged as one of the main culprits in the RCBC money 

laundering scheme, is back in the Philippines and has indicated that he is ready to tell all he 

knows about the $81 million laundered money from the account of Bangladesh Central Bank. 

  

Former RCBC branch manager, Maia Dequito named Kim Wong as one of the persons said to 

have participated in the money laundering at the RCBC Jupiter branch in Makati City. 

  

Wong's counsel, Atty. Victor Fernandez said his client, Kim Wong just arrived from Singapore  

Sunday, March 20 and has indicated that his client is ready to tell all what he knows and testify 



before the Senate Blue Ribbon Committee chaired by reelectionists Sen. Teopisto Guingona, 

III.and Sen. Sergio Osmena III, co-chairman. 

  

But Fernandez questioned the manner in which the Department of Justice (DOJ) has filed the 

money laundering complaint based on the findings of the Anti-Money Laundering Council 

(AMLAC). 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

Binay walks-out of stage immediately after presidential 

debate in Cebu 

March 27, 2016 

|Yashika F. Torib 

Vice President Jejomar Binay snubbed the invitation of TV5 News chief Luchi Cruz-Valdez to 

remain onstage after the PiliPinas2016 presidential debate at the University of the Philippines 

(UP) Cebu last Monday, March 21. 

Binay walked-out, evidently irked over the issue of him bringing unauthorized documents 

onstage, even after the debate moderator requested all participants to remain. 

“Maraming salamat po. Huwag po kayong aalis,” Cruz-Valdez said after the debate. 

“Magpapasalamat lang po si COMELEC Chairman Andy Bautista at ang aming presidenteng si 

Noel Lorenzana,” she added. 

Binay still left his place, however. 

He also reportedly snubbed his fellow presidential candidate’s offer of a hand shake. 

Former Department of Interior and Local Government (DILG) Secretary Manuel “Mar” Roxas 

III apparently extended his arm for a hand shake but the Vice President simple walked by him. 

“Mr. Vice President, Mr. Vice President po,” Cruz-Valdez said in her last effort to invite Binay 

back onstage, but the latter continued walking without turning his head. 

UNA defends prexy bet 

Despite the incident, Binay’s camp maintained that the Vice President did not walk out of the 

presidential debate. 

United Nationalist Alliance (UNA) president Toby Tiangco cited Binay’s dismay over the 

serious misunderstandings on the use and bringing of notes onstage. The latter’s insistence of 

bringing documents caused an hour of delay at the debate. 



Apparently, bringing notes onstage is a violation of the Commission on Elections’ rules on the 

debate. However, Tiangco disclosed that Cruz-Valdez assured them that bringing notes onstage 

is allowed, thus, Binay’s persistence. 

He also denied that the latter threatened to withdraw from the debate due to the issue. 

This was affirmed by COMELEC Chairman Bautista. 

Tiangco maintained that they were simply given the wrong information. 

Meanwhile, Binay’s bringing of notes onstage dismayed other presidential candidates, Roxas in 

particular. The former DILG secretary reportedly scolded a News5 staff for allowing Binay to 

bring his documents onstage, with repeated blasts of irritation. Sen. Grace Poe was momentarily 

annoyed, but immediately recovered; while Davao Mayor Rodrigo Duterte disapproved of the 

act as it was “unauthenticated documents”. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

April 1: a panoply of pranks, lies, religious festivity, change 

of calendar, or, vernal equinox? 
March 27, 2016 
 

The Europeans call "April Fool,"  le poisson d'avril (April Fish). This was because the sun moves 

from the zodiacal house of Pisces to the next house, or, because the word poisson, which means 

fish, is a distortion of the word passion, which means suffering endured by Jesus, which as some 

claim, happened in the first week of April. 

  

In Arabic, "April Fool" is Kithbat Neesaan, or, "the lies of April," is because the lies they tell 

would be believed, and thus become victims of those who make fun of them. 

The first English magazine, Dreck, was the first to ever mention "April Fool"  in 1698 CE when 

it reported that a number of people were invited to the Tower of London to witness the washing 

of black people, on the first day of April. 

  

Many schools of thought have been put forward about how the tradition began, but none are 

conclusive. 

  

It remains a mystery today, as it was, back in 1708 CE. 

  

The most popular theory about the origin of April Fool's Day involves the French calendar 

reform of the sixteenth century. The theory is that in 1564 CE, France reformed its calendar, 

moving the start of the year from the end of March to January 1. 

  

Those who failed to keep up with the change, and stubbornly clung to the old calendar system 

and continued to celebrate the New Year during the week that fell between March 25 and April 

1, had jokes played on them. Pranksters would surrreptitiously stick paper fish to their backs. 



The victims of this prank were thus called 'poisson d'Avril,' or, April fish -- which, to this day, 

remains the French term for April Fool's Day -- and so the tradition was born. 

  

Another document claims, the day began, most believe, in 1582, when Pope Gregory XIII 

decreed the adaption of the "Gregorian calendar" - named after himself -- which moved New 

Year's Day from the end of March to Jan. 1. 

  

Ginger Smoak, an expert in medieval history at the University of Utah, explains that the change 

was published widely, but those who didn't get the message and continued to celebrate on April 1 

"were ridiculed and, because they were seen as foolish, called April Fools." 

  

Even so, were the annual panoply of pranks meant to mock the gullible, or, to send a Judeo-

Christian history. 

  

Is it then of religious origin, this April Fool's Day, or, the world's silliest holiday, or, vernal 

equinox? 

  

Wrapped up in paradox, still, was that Hebrew prophets often scorned as mad, or, eccentric, for 

pronouncing unwelcome, or, uncomfortable truths, as when the Apostle Paul talked to the 

Corinthians about becoming "fools for Christ."  And Eastern Orthodoxy still sees the "holy fool" 

as a type of Christian martyr. 

  

Looking at this in a different light, however, "If the wisdom of the world is folly to God, and 

God's own foolishness is the only true wisdom," argues British clergyman John Saward in 

"Perfect Fools: Folly for Christ's Sake in Catholic and Orthodox Spirituality," "it follows that the 

worldly wise, to become truly wise, must become foolish and renounce their worldly wisdom." 

  

Role reversals such as these, were common during the medieval Christian festivals. 

The Museum of Hoaxes reveals that these festivals typically involved  "ritualized mayhem and 

misrule." 

  

Some argue that April Fools' Day is a remnant of early "renewal festivals," which typically 

marked the end of winter and the start of spring. 

  

Participants donned disguises, played tricks on friends as well as strangers, and inverted the 

social order. 

  

The museum's website notes that "Servants might get to order around masters, or, children 

challenge the authority of parents and teachers." 

  

However, "The disorder is always bounded within a strict time frame, and tensions are diffused 

with laughter and comedy. The social order is symbolically challenged, but then restored, 

reaffirming the stability of the society, just as the cold months of winter temporarily challenge 

biological life, and yet the cycle of life continues, returning with the spring." 

  



 Others say that this started a long time before that, and that it was initiated during the ancient 

ages as a part of polytheistic celebrations on a set date on the beginning of the spring season. Yet 

others say that fishing did not yield any catch in the first days of spring season and thus this was 

innovated as a new practice on the first of April. 

Some have mistaken these celebrations for medieval Christianity's Feast of Fools, which took 

place each January. 

  

For centuries, this feast was seen as "a disorderly, even transgressive Christian festival, in which 

reveling clergy elected a burlesque Lord of Misrule, who presided over the divine office wearing 

animal masks, or, women's clothes, sang obscene songs, swung censers that gave off foul-

smelling smoke, played dice at the altar, and otherwise parodied the liturgy of the church," says 

historian Max Harris, author of "Sacred Folly: A New History of the Feast of Fools."  Afterward, 

revelers would "take to the streets, howling, issuing mock indulgences, hurling manure at 

bystanders, and staging scurrilous plays." 

  

But that's not what happened, he says. 

  

Even Victor Hugo's famous novel "The Hunchback of Notre-Dame" -- and the Disney animated 

film loosely based on it -- got it wrong. In Hugo's opening passages, Harris explains, the novelist 

describes "rowdy theatricals" as "wholly a pigment" of Hugo's imagination. 

  

The actual feast was developed in the late 12th and 13th centuries as "an elaborate and orderly 

liturgy for the day of the Circumcision (Jan. 1)," Harris says, "serving as a dignified alternative 

to rowdy secular New Year festivities." 

  

The goal, he emphasizes, was "not a mockery but thanksgiving for the incarnation of Christ." 

  

Role reversals did occur, but their point, Harris says, was to underscore Mary's joyous 

affirmation that God "has put down the mighty from their seat and exalted the humble."This 

liturgical feast was largely confined to cathedrals and collegiate churches in northern France. 

  

Centuries later, high-ranking clergy, "who relied on rumor rather than firsthand knowledge, 

attacked and eventually suppressed the feast," Harris says. 

  

"Eighteenth and nineteenth century historians repeatedly misread records of the feast; their 

erroneous accounts formed a shaky foundation for subsequent understanding of the medieval 

ritual." 

  

The Feast of the Fools was finally forbidden by the council of Basle in 1435. 

  

The misunderstanding of history, though, eventually found its way into Hugo's novel and even 

the Catholic Encyclopedia, which linked the "feast of fools" to the pagan celebration of 

Saturnalia, whose "parody must always have trembled on the brink of burlesque, if not of the 

profane." 

  



Harris, who has read and studied the original documents from the time, says, "That is 

unfortunate, because the feast was more sanctified than sacrilegious." 

  

Another legend has it that the Duke of Lorraine and his wife were imprisoned at Nantes. They 

escaped on April 1, 1632 CE by disguising themselves as peasants and walking through the front 

gate. Someone noticed them escaping and told the guards. But the guards believed the warning to 

be a "poisson d'Avril" (April Fools' Day and laughed at it, thus allowing the Duke and his wife to 

escape. 

  

British folklore links April Fools' Day to the town of Gotham, the legendary town of fools 

located in Nottingshire. According to the legend, it was a tradition in the 13th century for any 

road that the King placed his foot upon to become public property. So when the citizens of 

Gotham heard that King John planned to travel through their town, they refused him entry, not 

wanting to lose their main road. 

  

When the King heard this, he sent soldiers to the town. But when the soldiers arrived in Gotham, 

they found the town full of lunatics engaged in foolish activities, such as drowning fish, or, 

attempting to cage birds in roofless fences. Their foolery was all an act, but the King fell for the 

ruse and declared the town too foolish to warrant punishment. Ever since, April Fools' Day has 

commemorated their trickery. 

  

The first lie on this occasion was recorded in a British magazine.  The April 2, 1698 CE edition 

of Dawks News-Letter (a British newspaper) reported that, "Yesterday being the first of April, 

several persons were sent to the Tower Ditch to see the Lions washed." 

Sending gullible victims to the Tower of London to see the "washing of the lions" (a non-existent 

ceremony) was a popular prank. It became traditional for this prank to be played on April Fools' 

Day. Examples of it occur as late as the mid-nineteenth century. In the eighteenth century written 

references to April Fools' Day became numerous and appeared throughout Europe. 

  

One of the most famous incidents that happened in Europe on April 1, was when the English 

newspaper, The Evening Star, announced in March 1746 CE that on the following day -- April 

1st -- there would be a parade of donkeys in Islington, in England. The people rushed to see these 

animals and there was a huge crowd.  They continued waiting, and when they got tired of 

waiting, they asked about when the parade would be held. They did not find anything, and then 

they finally realized that they had come to make an exhibition of themselves, as if they were the 

donkeys! 

  

The above was just to show the history of this event. However, it does not matter, it appears, who 

the real source of this is, but the ruling of lying, today. 

  

In another piece, on the Islamweb.net, it posits that in the bright eras of Islam during which 

Muslims highly cherished the rulings of Islam, and have adhered to them as closely as they 

could, the lying event was not allegedly initiated by the Muslims, but by their enemies. 

  



It adds that the "unfortunate part is that many Muslims have made it a common practice for them 

to lie to their wives, friends, or, relatives, and have caused them great sorrow, and have 

frightened them, by lying to them, and then claiming that they were only joking. 

Many times, the website continues, people have died as a result of some of these lies, resulting in 

heart attacks, or, physical paralysis, from the impact of the lies.  

  

Some Muslims have even divorced their wives, and others have slandered another man's wife 

that the husband went and killed her. 

  

The  Muslim website concludes that lying is evil, and that Islam forbids lying. 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Editorial 

 

CHINA VERSUS FILIPINO FISHERMEN 

The recent confrontation between the Chinese coast guard and Filipino fishermen off the West 

Philippine Sea, about some 120 nautical miles from Pangasinan is an indication that the Chinese 

are serious in their desire to send signal to the US and to the Philippine government  that they 

mean business. 

Chinese government definitely poses a threat to the security and democracy of the Philippine 

government and its people 

When the Philippine Supreme Court decided that EDCA's formation is constitutional and 

therefore, the US-RP continuing military build up through the combined forces of US-RP 

Balikatan military exercises, and the recent opening of 5 Philippine military bases allowing the 

US to utilize them for their own purpose 

Some quarters are clamoring that the Philippine government should not meddle in the worsening 

US-China warpath. But no less than President Barack Obama has repeatedly that the United 

States will protect the Philippines in case of an imminent danger that will be brought by any 

intrusion of the Chinese government. 

But the Chinese have technically invaded the Philippines by claming all those questionable 

islands within our own territorial rights as a democratic nation. They have reclaimed it and 

equipped these islands with runways, other structures that are geared towards the placement of 

missile launcher sites. 

The Philippines, though a tiny nation of several islands, is a nation that adheres to the true 

meaning of a democractic country, abiding by what international laws would dictate to be 

acceptable as a neutral nation. 



But its (Philippines) recent pronouncement that it agreed to the provisions of EDCA, has 

provided 5 military bases for the US to make use of. This, alone, has demonstrated the 

Philippines leaning toward the United States for military support. 

War ships, submarines, ships from the Pacific Fleet, have started being seen docking in Subic 

Base, and from other Philippine ports. 

There is no turning back with all the activities going on now militarily in the Philippines. The 

Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) through all the colleges and universities in the 

archipelago have activated the Reserved Officer Training Corps. (ROTC) and made it mandatory 

for college students to take and participate. 

To dispel all the political propaganda peddled by the Chinese government that it is just doing 

what is right for its country in the West Philippine Sea, the Philippine government must 

demonstrate and exercise that it has its own political will to face all the threats posed by China 

amidst the show of force shown by the Chinese coast guard in our own turf. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Straight Talk 
By Ed Libranda 
  

MAY 2016 NATIONAL ELECTIONS 

The Supreme Court in a decision affirming the petition of ex-senator Richard Gordon, to print 

voter's receipt has brought more problems for the Commission on Election (COMELEC) to 

undertake and be on time this May 9 national elections. 

We have seen the computerization of our election process with the advent of computerized 

voting machine which the Philippine government has favored Smartmatic dubbed 7 times faster 

by a local digital newspaper. 

Smartmatic provided the Philippines' vote-counting machines in its first two automated elections, 

and still marred by protests from the militant group as favoring the government-supported 

candidates. 

Why can't the Philippine government utilize the vote-counting machines of the US where there is 

no need for the Comelec to provide voter's receipt? The United States election process has gone 

from punched card to touch screen technolog. 

And so, why can't the Philippine government come up with a process by which we can ensure 

the sanctity of our votes by instituting measures similar to that of the United States? 

  



The touch screen technology, so far, is the latest technology that is available in the market. All 

that a voter would do is to touch on the screen the list of candidates that the voter would want to 

vote, either for national or local. 

There is no need for a voter's receipt, where Comelec has to purchase thermal papers and scissor. 

All that the voter has to do, before selecting the END on the screen, is for him to review all the 

candidates he has voted for from the President down to local positions. 

If the voter needs to change his selection, he can just uncheck his selection and vote for the right 

candidate, so forth and so on. After the final review, then he can hit the word END on the screen, 

and the vote goes to the counting machine. 

But why do we have to agonize on this Voter Counter Machine (VCM) which has generated 

criticisms from all sectors of our society. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

News at a Glance 

New Philippine DFA secretary meets Sino envoy 

Philippines Foreign Secretary Jose Rene Almendras met with China's ambassador to the 

Philippines to discuss bilateral relations between the two countries. 

The newly appointed Almendras said they did not discuss the dispute in the South China Sea. 

Almendras served as Cabinet secretary and secretary of energy prior to his appointment to head 

the Department of Foreigh Affairs. 

With close to three months before the end of the Aquino administration, Almendras said his 

entry into the DFA did not mean a change in foreign policy, but to manage what was laid out by 

his predecessor, Alberto del Rosario. 

Asked about details on the five military bases the US military would have access to, under the 

Enhanced Defense Cooperation Agreement (EDCA), he said he has not been briefed on it yet. 

Almendras' appointment comes at a crucial time when the DFA is awaiting the ruling of The 

Hague-based arbitral tribunal in the case initiated by the Philippines against China's expansive 

claims over almost the entire 3.5-million-square-kilometer South China Sea. 

 

 

 



FACE OFF: Duterte and Binay 

PDP-LABAN standard bearer Rodrigo Duterte dismisses reports claiming that a 2015 annual 

report of the Commission on Audit (COA) revealed irregularities in the use of the Davao's 

Special Education Fund (SEF) amounting to PHP45.8 million, in a piece by the Philippine News 

Agency (PNA). 

UNA bet vice-president Jejomar Binay raised the issue. 

During his "Rondo-Serye" interview in Novaliches, Duterte vehemently denied having a hand on 

the alleged irregularities, and is more than ready to face the COA should they file charges. 

Duterte challenged the Binay camp to discuss corruption issues during the Pilipinas Debates in 

Cebu City. 

Peter Lavina, spokesperson for Duterte says, "the funds were used to send athletes and their 

coaches to sporting events across the country." 

Republic Act 5446, which created the SEF, stipulates that the funds shall be used to improve 

school facilities, print and buy books, pay salaries of teachers, grant scholarships, and promote 

physical education programs. 

Lavina adds, "these programs are basically designed to promote physical education programs. 

What's wrong with that?" 

If the spending was anomalous, cases would have been already filed against city officials, 

including Duterte, Lavina disclosed. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Entertainment 

PAOLO BALLESTEROS SUSPENDED FROM EAT 

BULAGA 

MANILA, Philippines – The notable absence of host Paolo Ballesteros from Eat Bulaga has 

sparked rumors online that he was suspended from the top-rating program over an earlier 

Facebook rant. 

Ballesteros, who plays Lola Tidora in the popular Kalyeserye, has not been seen on the show 

since March 11, one day after he ranted on social media about the alleged incompetence of the 

production staff. 

“UHM EXCUSE ME MGA MAGAGALING NA PRODUCTION, ANDITO NA HO ANG 

MGA MAIN HOSTS NINYO SA HOTEL. WALA MAN LANG TAO DITO NA 



MAGAASIKASO SAMEN AT KAME PA MISMONG MGA MAIN HOSTS ANG 

MAGAAYOS NG KWARTO NAMEN? HINIHINGAN PA KAMI NG ID NG HOTEL,” the 

33-year-old model-actor wrote on his Facebook status on March 10 just before 3:00 pm. 

{Excuse me, competent production staff, your main hosts are already here at the hotel. Nobody's 

here to assist us and we, the main hosts, ourselves have to take care of our rooms? And the hotel 

is asking us for our IDs?} 

While Ballesteros did not specifically mention to whom his rant is addressed, a local 

entertainment magazine suggested he may be referring to a certain Liza Marcelo Lazatin who 

was tagged in the host's status post. 

Around 3:43, Ballesteros posted another status which read: “Ah baka po gusto nyo na pong mag-

reply or magpapunta po ng tao dito sa hotel po para sabihan kame po kung ano po ang 

mangyayare po. 30 minutes nyo na po na-READ yung text ko. 

”[Maybe you want to reply or come over to the hotel to tell us what to do. It’s been 30 minutes 

since you’ve read my text (message).] 

Finally losing his cool, the Eat Bulaga host posted another status on his Facebook; this time 

naming Liza Marcelo Lazatin as the one he had texted before. But Ballesteros also called out the 

attention of other production staff and vented out his frustrations for the supposed inaction. 

 Ballesteros may have been suspended as part of the program’s disciplinary action. 

Sought for comment, TAPE Inc. senior vice president Malou Choa-Fagar refused to confirm if 

Ballesteros was indeed suspended from Eat Bulaga. 

“It is an internal matter and like all other internal matters, it is our company’s policy not to 

discuss it in public,” Fagar was quoted as saying. 

Reports said Ballesteros was scheduled to host the Ad Summit Pilipinas 2016, held in Subic Bay 

Freeport Zone last March 9 to 12, but he has not been seen at the dinner event where his co-hosts 

Vic Sotto, Pia Guanio, Anjo Yllana, Allan K., Ruby Rodriguez, Pauleen Luna, Ryzza Mae 

Dizon, Wally Bayola, and Jose Manalo all attended. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Sports 

MANNY PACQUIAO VS TIMOTHY BRADLY 3 SET FOR 

APRIL 9, 2016 AT LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 



It’s obvious why the April 9 Manny Pacquiao-Timothy Bradley fight was made. And it doesn’t 

have to do with the fighters themselves, who have so far produced two decent – if not very 

memorable – fights. 

Their trainers, Freddie Roach (Pacquiao) and Teddy Atlas (Bradley) are two of the most colorful 

and successful figures in boxing. So when it came time to match Pacquiao with someone who 

could drive pay-per-view numbers, it was Bradley over the younger  

Terence Crawford by virtue of the prefight hype the outspoken Roach and the animated Atlas 

could generate. 

It’s a testament to the accomplishments and personalities of these two trainers that a major fight 

could get made based, partially at least on their reputation. 

For the past 17 years, Atlas has been best known as the expert commentator for ESPN. His 

passionate, sometimes comical and often times bizarre rants on boxing corruption – mostly inept 

judging – have become a sport staple. 

Of course, before that, he was the assistant trainer of a young phenom named Mike Tyson in the 

late 1970s/early 1980s under the direction of the legendary Cus D’Amato. The falling out 

between Atlas, D’Amato and Tyson -Atlas famously held a gun to Tyson’s head – is all well-

known stuff. 

But Atlas decided to come out of his ringside seat and return to the corner when Palm Springs’ 

Bradley asked the Staten Island native to train him. The pair hit it off, and they so far have one 

fight together: a ninth-round knockout of Brandon Rios last November. 

Bradley dominated from start to finish, and looked good enough to score the rubber match with 

Filipino icon Pacquiao. (Bradley beat Pacquiao on a controversial decision in June 2012, and 

Pacquiao won a clear-cut nod in April 2014). 

But Roach has a point when he says that Bradley’s victory wasn’t so impressive, considering the 

opponent. In a word, Rios looked shot. He was slow, flabby and appeared not very interested. 

The popular opinion is that Bradley made huge strides in the few weeks that he was with Atlas 

— a huge disservice to "Desert Storm’s" previous trainer, the respected Joel Diaz. 

Roach doesn’t see the vast improvement, and said Bradley is one that will go back to what he 

knows when the going gets tough. He also said he wouldn’t give Atlas credit until Bradley beats 

a legitimate fighter. A legitimate fighter like Pacquiao. 

  

FINISHED PRODUCT? 

Atlas countered that if anyone would know a "made" fighter — it would be Roach, since he took 

over the careers of Pacquiao and Miguel Cotto when they were already "finished products." Also 



a valid point, as Pacquiao had already won a world title by the time Roach entered the picture in 

2001. 

Roach, a native of Dedham, Mass., is used to playing this promotion game. And he plays it well. 

He’s been a big part of the Pacquiao machine for the past 15 years. An apprentice to the 

legendary Eddie Futch after his own boxing career ended, Roach trained world champions 

Marlon Starling and Virgil Hill (and even actor Mickey Rourke) before his life changed and 

Pacquiao walked through the door. And though he suffers from Parkinson’s Disease, his success 

continues. He is a five-time trainer of the year. 

Both Roach and Atlas have a lot on the line. The Pacquiao-Bradley winner could get the biggest 

prize of all: Floyd Mayweather. Perhaps a fitting curtain call for two legendary trainers.(Mathew 

Aguilar) paragraph. Click here to add your own text and edit me. It's easy. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Tourism 

 

CORREGIDOR 

A Formidable Relic of a Distant Past 
 

By Randy V. Urlanda 

Manila Bureau Chief Correspondent 

 

During the pre-war years, Corregidor, aptly called “The Rock” by the American colonial rulers 

because of its craggy terrain, was a U.S. serviceman’s version of a tropical island paradise. 

Getting stationed there was almost like not leaving home at all except that there are only two 

seasons—wet and hot. 

  

But, “The Rock” was not meant to be solely a rest and recreation facility for the U.S. military. 

Due to its location, Corregidor was fortified with giant guns to defend the entrance of Manila 

Bay and the City of Manila from attacks by enemy warships in the event of war. It was 

peacetime in this part of the globe and the island residents thought nothing of the hostilities in 

Europe that broke out a couple of years earlier. 

  

Billeting for a Non-Commissioned Officer (NCO) was at the three-story “Mile-Long Barracks” 

at the Topside, the highest point in the tadpole-shaped rugged island 590 feet above sea level that 

could accommodate 8,000 soldiers at any given time. 

  

In the 1930s, this humongous 1,520-foot long building, with the distinctive Spanish mission 

church-style architecture, was the longest and the biggest military barracks in the world! 

  



For transport among its 11,000 residents (including its 2,500 Filipino inhabitants) the entire 

island was divided topographically into four sections—tailside, bottomside, middleside, and 

topside—and were linked by 105 kilometers of paved roads, and 31.4 kilometers of electric 

railroad tracks for its trolley system. For recreation, it had a neat nine-hole golf course and a big 

swimming pool at Topside near the senior officers’ quarters. 

  

To top it all, it had the country’s most modern and biggest cinema at that time that screened the 

latest flicks from good old Hollywood. The blockbuster Gone with the Wind, the first movie shot 

in Technicolor in 1939, was screened at Cine Corregidor shortly before the outbreak of the 

Pacific War. Baseball legend George Herman “Babe” Ruth sailed to Corregidor after playing 

baseball exhibition matches with the local teams at the Rizal Memorial Stadium where his team 

won, of course. After Manila, Babe Ruth and his team’s farewell match was in Corregidor. To 

the islanders’ jubilation the Corregidor Fil-Am baseball team won the game over the legendary 

visitor and his professional baseball team. 

  

When it comes to security, Corregidor, with a total land area of 900 hectares to protect, was the 

most secured piece of rugged real estate in the Asia-Pacific region at that time. Because of its 

strategic location, Corregidor, which is 48 kilometers west of Manila that guards the mouth of 

Manila Bay, was fortified by the Americans as early as 1902 as a military reservation. 

 

The island fortress was girdled with 23 seacoast batteries (heavily fortified gun emplacements) 

that bristled with an array of 59 coastal guns ranging from six-inch guns to 12-inch long range 

cannons, with a maximum range of 27 kilometers. As an added precaution, the Americans, using 

thousands of inmates from the Old Bilibid Prisons in Manila, bored for ten years (from 1922 to 

1932) through solid rock to create the Malinta Tunnel. 

The 835-foot long fishbone-shaped shelter, 24 feet wide and 18 feet in height, with east to west 

passage, was meant to become an arsenal and an underground 1,000-bed hospital in case of war. 

The tunnel was called malinta due to thousands of linta (leech) that pestered the workers 

relentlessly. 

  

Corregidor’s outlying islands are El Fraile (The Friar), La Monja (The Nun), Caballo (Horse), 

and Carabao. Except for La Monja, these islands were also fortified. 

  

On December 8, 1941 during the feast of the Immaculate Conception, the inevitable happened. 

Without warning, the Japanese bombed Corregidor almost simultaneously with the bombing of 

Pearl Harbor in Hawaii that signaled the beginning of the Pacific War. Because of the incessant 

bombing all that were beautiful on the island were destroyed. The bomb-proofed Malinta Tunnel 

became the temporary seat of the Philippine Government under Commonwealth President 

Manuel L. Quezon, and headquarters of Gen. Douglas MacArthur, the supreme commander of 

the allied forces in the Pacific during the Second World War. 



  

The Fall of Bataan on April 9, 1942 ended all organized opposition by the U.S. Armed Forces 

Far East (USAFFE) to the invading Japanese forces in Luzon. The island bastion of Corregidor, 

with its network of tunnels and formidable array of defensive armament, along with its 

fortifications across the entrance to Manila Bay, was the remaining obstacle to the 14th Japanese 

Army of Lt. Gen. Masaharu Homma. The Japanese had to take Corregidor because as long as the 

island remained in American hands, they would be denied the use of Manila Bay, the finest 

natural harbor in the Far East. 

  

On May 6, 1942, their rations depleted, the Allied forces on the rock fortress were forced to 

surrender Corregidor unconditionally to the Japanese Imperial Army. It was only two years and 

ten months later in March 1945 when the Allied forces, under the command of General 

MacArthur recaptured Corregidor—making good his promise to return to the Philippines. 

  

Liberation came and tranquility reigned over Corregidor again. 

  

After the war, many people, most of them war veterans, visited the island because of its history. 

Today, Corregidor is a historic monument as well as a tourist destination. Most of the war-

ravaged buildings like the ruins of the Mile Long Barracks have not been restored, and left as 

they were after the war in reverence to the Filipinos and American soldiers who died defending 

Corregidor. 

  

Twenty-nine years ago, the Corregidor Foundation, Inc. (CFI), a private, non-stock and non-

profit organization, was created by the Department of Tourism under the then Philippine 

Tourism Authority (PTA), now the Tourism Infrastructure and Enterprise Zone Authority 

(TIEZA). The Foundation was mandated to supervise the development and upgrading of the 

island’s infrastructure and its management as a Historical National Shrine and Tourism Zone. 

  

With more than a thousand population now, mostly service workers of hotels and restaurants on 

the island, land transport and security personnel, and CFI employees, Corregidor has risen from 

the ruins of its historic past. Its rusted big guns still pointing out to the sea have long been muted 

by the war, the concrete skeletal remains of the Mile-Long Barracks, whose shattered walls still 

stand proudly amidst the brushes that have covered its caved-in floor, are what remains of what 

used to be the best R&R paradise for American servicemen stationed in the Philippines. 

  

So, if you have not been there yet, it’s time to immerse yourself and relive how it was like in this 

former bastion of military supremacy in the Pacific. For sure, it will be an experience you will 

never forget. 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 



Community News 

Texas Gawad Kalinga sponsors dinner fundraising, April 23, 

2016 
 

Texas Gawad Kalinga will sponsor a dinner dance fundraising with DJ Egay on Saturday, April 

23, 2016 at the San Lorenzo Ruis de Manila Community Center, 16411 West Bellfort St., Sugar 

Land, Texas 77498. The cost of the ticket is $30. 

  

Proceeds of the event will benefit Gawad Kalinga projects in the Philippines. 

  

For more info, pls call the following: 

CAROL - 713-907-8047; 

JUN 832-274-2341; 

ALEX 713-471-5159, 

and MARIE 713-732-0738 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

FILIPINO YOUNG PROFESSIONALS AT ROCKETS 

GAMES 

- APRIL 7, 2016 

 
The Filipino Young Professionals (FYP) will participate during the Filipino Heritage Night 

during the Rockets game, Thursday, April 7, 2016 at the Toyota Center at 1510 Polk St., 

Houston, TX 77002. The performance is set between 7pm - 10pm. 

  

Support the FYP participation by buying tickets and cheer on the FYP Culutral Performers as 

they perform at the Toyota Center with the Houston Rockets playing against Phoenix Suns. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

HOUSTON ROYAL OAKS LEO CLUB INDUCTS NEW 

OFFICERS AND MEMBERS 
HOUSTON - The Houston Royal Oaks Club of Houston, sponsor of the Houston Royal Oaks 

Leo Club held their induction of officers and members, Saturday, March 12, 2016 at the Grace 

United Church of Christ, 8515 Broadwulf Drive, Houston, Texas 77072. 

  



Lion Minette Chiu, Leo Advisor, called to order the ceremoney, and Lion Anmette Wierschem 

gave the invocation while Leo President Ahmed Emara enjoined the Leos, Lions and guests to 

recite the pledge of allegiance to the flag of the United States of America. All Leos then recited 

the Leo Pledge. 

 

Lion Emee Nisnisan, zone chair of Lions District 2S2 and immediate past president Leo Helber 

Anderson gave the opening remarks.Lion Minette Chiu, District Leo Advisor and Leo Advisory 

Committee inducted the new officers and members. The new officers are: Leo Ahmed Emara, 

president; Leo Helbert Anderson, vice president for outreach; Leo Ana Baleva, vice president for 

education; Leo Jai Mai Marks, Secretary and Treasurer; Leo Bethel Garriel, membership 

director; Leo Brendan Garriel, tail twister.Past presidents of the Houston Royal Oaks Leo Club 

are: Lion Joy Nisnisan (charter president); Lion Jasmine Emara; Leo Mara Nisnisan, and Leo 

Helbert Andersen.Members are: Leo Steven Okoronkwo; Leo Maxine Sencil; Leo AJ Adriatico; 

Leon Cassandra Schaeffer; Leo Annaliza Suerte; Leo Marisa Garcia; Leo Tatiana Okoronkwo; 

Leo Hanna Sencil; Leo Addisen Schaeffer; Leo Kathleen Kae Dela Rosa, and Leo Christine 

Wierschem. 

  

The Leo Club Advisitory Committee is composed of the following: Lion Minette Chiu, advisor; 

Lion Niesan Emara, co-advisor; Lion Emee Nisnisan, advisotry panel, and Lion Annette 

Wierschem and Lion Amy Alidon.. 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Carissa Helms has announced some more dates for the 

activities of the FYP 

April 7 - Performance at Houston Rockets Filipino Heritage 

Night 
  

April 9 - Spring Dance Concert Invitation @ Berry Center, Cypress 

  

April 23 - Cultural Dance Workshop 

  

May 7 - Houston Dragon Boat Festival & AsiaFest 

  

May 14 - Santacruzan 

  

May 20 - Cultural Dance Workshop 

  



June 3 - Papuri Concert Invitation @ Sugar Land 

  

June 20 - Cultural Dance Workshop for Kids 
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Immigration 

 

FILIPINO IMMIGRANTS IN THE UNITED STATES 
 

By Sierra Stoney, Jeanne Batalova, MPI 

 

Over the past 50 years, the share of immigrants from the Philippines in the United States has 

grown modestly from just over 1 percent of the overall U.S. foreign-born population in 1960 to 

more than 4 percent in 2011. Filipinos now represent the fourth largest immigrant group in the 

United States by country of origin behind Mexico, China, and India. 

  

Ten Source Countries with the Largest Populations in the United States as Percentages of the 

Total Foreign-Born Population: 2011 

  

Note: According the U.S. Census Bureau's American Community Survey, the size of the foreign-

born population in 2011 was 40.4 million. *Excluding Taiwan. 

 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2011 American Community Survey. Available online. 

  

As a group, immigrants from the Philippines are better educated, more likely to have strong 

English language skills, more likely to be naturalized citizens, less likely to enter the United 

States as refugees or asylum seekers, and less likely to live below the federal poverty line than 

the overall foreign-born population. Working Filipino-born men and women are more likely to 

be employed in the healthcare sector than foreign-born workers overall. Yet despite some 

differences, Filipinos mirrored trends in the overall foreign-born population in terms of age and 

arrival period. 

  

This article reports on a wide range of characteristics of Filipino immigrants residing in the 

United States, including the population's size, geographic distribution, admission categories, and 

demographic and socioeconomic characteristics. Data are from the U.S. Census Bureau's 2011 

American Community Survey (ACS), the 2000 Decennial Census (as well as earlier censuses), 

and the Department of Homeland Security's (DHS) Office of Immigration Statistics (OIS). 

  

Size and Geographic Distribution 



In 2011, over 1.8 million Filipino immigrants resided in the United States, representing more 

than 4 percent of all immigrants.Forty-five percent of all Filipino immigrants resided in 

California. 

  

One-third of all Filipino-born immigrants lived in three major metropolitan areas: greater Los 

Angeles, San Francisco, and New York. 

  

Modes of Entry and Legal Status 

In 2011, more than 57,000 Filipino-born immigrants were granted U.S. legal permanent 

residency (LPR status, also known as obtaining a green card). 

  

Filipino nationals accounted for less than 1 percent of persons granted asylum in 2011. 

More than 42,500 Filipino-born immigrants became U.S. citizens through naturalization in 2011. 

The share of Filipino-born immigrants who have naturalized (65 percent) is significantly greater 

than the share of all U.S. immigrants (45 percent) who have naturalized. About 56 percent of 

Filipino-born green card holders in 2011 were eligible to naturalize. 

  

In early 2011, 2 percent of all unauthorized immigrants in the United States were from the 

Philippines. 

  

Definitions 

The terms foreign born and immigrants refer to people residing in the United States at the time of 

the census who were not U.S. citizens at birth. The foreign-born population includes naturalized 

citizens, lawful permanent immigrants, refugees and asylees, authorized nonimmigrants 

(including those on student, work, or other temporary visas), and persons residing in the country 

without authorization. 

  

The term native born refers to people residing in the United States who were U.S. citizens in one 

of three categories: 1) people born in one of the 50 states or the District of Columbia; 2) people 

born in United States Insular Areas such as Puerto Rico or Guam; or 3) people who were born 

abroad to at least one U.S. citizen parent. 

  

Demographic and Socioeconomic Overview 

Filipino immigrant women far outnumbered their male counterparts in 2011. 

The foreign born from the Philippines were more likely than the native born, but slightly less 

likely than the foreign born overall, to be of working age. 

  

Over two-thirds of all Filipino immigrants have strong English-language skills. 

As a group, Filipino-born adults were more likely to be university graduates compared to all 

immigrant and U.S.-born adults. 



  

Filipino-born immigrants have generally mirrored the arrival patterns of the foreign born overall. 

Nearly 17 percent of employed Filipino-born men worked in service and personal care 

occupations, while more than 18 percent of Filipina women worked as registered nurses. 

  

The Filipino born were less likely to live in poverty in 2011 than the native or foreign born 

overall. 

About 617,000 children under the age of 18 resided in a household with at least one immigrant 

parent born in the Philippines. 

  

Size and Geographic Distribution 

In 2011, over 1.8 million Filipino immigrants resided in the United States, representing more 

than 4 percent of the foreign-born population. 

Filipino-born immigrants accounted for 4.5 percent (1.8 million) of the country's 40.4 million 

immigrants in 2011. This population has grown 17 times its size since 1960, when an estimated 

104,800 Filipino immigrants resided in the United States, or just over 1 percent of all immigrants 

that year. 

Although the Filipino-born share of all Asian immigrants in the United States has been declining 

since 1970, their overall number has been steadily increasing since 1960 (see Table 1). The 

Filipino-born share of the U.S. immigrant population has hovered around 4.5 percent since 1990. 

  

Forty-five percent of all Filipino immigrants resided in California. 

California had the largest number of Filipino immigrants in 2011 (811,900, or 45 percent of the 

nation's 1.8 million immigrants from the Philippines), followed by Hawaii (112,200, or 6 

percent). 

  

Other states with Filipino-born populations greater than 80,000 were New Jersey (86,600, or 5 

percent); Texas (86,400, or 5 percent); Illinois (84,800, or 5 percent); and New York (84,400, or 

5 percent). 

Filipino-born immigrants are dispersed across the United States, but account for a significant 

share of the total immigrant population in certain states: Forty-six percent (112,000 out of 

246,000) of all immigrants in Hawaii were born in the Philippines, as were 26 percent (13,500 

out of 51,600) in Alaska. 

  

One-third of all Filipino-born immigrants lived in three major metropolitan areas: greater Los 

Angeles, San Francisco, and New York. 

 

In 2011, the greater Los Angeles metropolitan area had the largest number of Filipino 

immigrants, with about 288,400 (16 percent of Filipino born in the United States). The greater 



San Francisco area was second with 156,400 (9 percent). The greater New York area (which 

includes parts of New Jersey and Pensylvania) was third with 150,500 (8 percent). 

  

Other greater metropolitan areas with Filipino-born populations greater than 60,000 were San 

Diego (96,000, or 5 percent); Honolulu (79,800, or 4 percent); Chicago (78,400, or 4 percent); 

and San Jose (61,400, or 3 percent). 

In terms of share of total immigrant population, Filipinos made up 43 percent of all immigrants 

in Honolulu, HI (79,800 out of 186,300); over 32 percent in the Vallejo, CA area (26,700 out of 

82,200); and 20 percent in the Virginia Beach, VA area (20,600 out of 102,200). 

  

Modes of Entry and Legal Status 

Note: This section is based on the data from DHS, unless stated otherwise. DHS data refer to the 

U.S. government's fiscal year, October 1 through September 30. Thus, "2011" refers to October 

1, 2010 through September 30, 2011. 

In 2011, more than 57,000 Filipino-born immigrants were granted U.S. legal permanent 

residency (LPR status, also known as obtaining a green card). 

In 2011, 57,011 Filipino immigrants obtained green cards, accounting for 5 percent of the 1.1 

million immigrants granted LPR status that year. The foreign born from the Philippines gained 

LPR status mostly through family reunification. About 87 percent obtained green cards through 

family relationships, 13 percent through employment, and less than 1 percent through other 

routes, including a small number of refugees or asylees. 

About 51 percent of all Filipino immigrants granted LPR status in 2011 qualified as the 

immediate family member (spouse, unmarried child under 21, or parent) of a U.S. citizen, 

compared to 43 percent of all immigrants. Less than 0.1 percent of all Filipino-born immigrants 

entered as refugees or asylees, compared to 16 percent of all immigrants. 

  

Filipino nationals accounted for less than 1 percent of persons granted asylum in 2011. 

Only 10 Filipino nationals (0.04 percent of the total) received asylum in 2011. From 2002 

through 2011, Filipino nationals accounted for 0.1 percent (314) of the 260,951 individuals 

granted asylum. No Filipino nationals arrived in the United States as refugees in 2011. 

  

The share of Filipino-born immigrants who have naturalized (65 percent) is significantly greater 

than the share of all U.S. immigrants who have naturalized. According to the 2011 ACS, about 

65 percent of Filipino immigrants were naturalized U.S. citizens. This was significantly greater 

than the estimated share among all immigrants, which was about 45 percent. 

  

About 56 percent of Filipino-born green card holders in 2011 were eligible to naturalize. 

DHS' Office of Immigration Statistics (OIS) estimates that 330,000 Filipino-born LPRs, or about 

56 percent of the total 590,000 Filipino-born LPRs, were eligible to naturalize as of 2011. The 



Filipino born accounted for about 4 percent of the total 8.5 million LPRs eligible to naturalize as 

of 2011. 

  

In early 2011, 2 percent of all unauthorized immigrants in the United States were from the 

Philippines. 

OIS estimated that in January 2011, 270,000 (2 percent) of the approximately 11.5 million 

unauthorized migrants were born in the Philippines. 

 

There were 1.8 million immigrants from the Philippines residing in the United States in 2011. 

Male-to-female ratio: 67.2. 

 

Source: US Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2011. 

Native Population, by Age and Sex, for the United States: 2011 

  

Notes: The most striking feature of the native age-sex pyramid is the "baby boom," the increase 

in the number of people born after World War II between 1946 and 1964. In 2011, the baby 

boomers were between age 47 and 65, as can be seen by the relatively large size of those age 

groups in the age-sex pyramid. The years 1965 to about 1977 are often referred to as the "baby 

bust" because of the smaller number of children born then. The "baby bust" generation was 

between the ages of 34 and 46 in 2011, as can be seen by the constriction of those age groups in 

the age-sex pyramid. The "echo boom" or "boomlet" occurred between 1977 and about 1988, 

when many of the baby boomers had children who, in 2011, were between 23 and 34. In the 

older age groups, there are far fewer males than females. In most populations, women live longer 

than men. The dearth of males age 70 and older also reflects deaths during World War II. The 

shape of the age-sex pyramid of the native-born population is very different from that of the 

immigrant population. 

 

There were 271.2 million native-born persons in the United States in 2011. Male-to-female ratio: 

96.9. 

 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2011. 

Native Population, by Age and Sex, for the United States: 2011 

  

Notes: The shape of the age-sex pyramid of the immigrant population is very different from that 

of native-born population. There are several reasons for this. First, many migrants leave their 

home countries to find work abroad, so a high number of immigrants in the economically active 

ages of 20 to 54 is not uncommon. As can be seen in this age-sex pyramid, the majority of 

immigrants in 2011 were adults between the ages of 20 and 54. Second, in general, children 

rarely migrate by themselves and adult immigrants tend to migrate with few or no children. This 

helps explain the relatively small amount of people age 20 and younger. There is another reason, 



however: the children born in the United States to adult immigrants are considered native born 

and are not included in this age-sex pyramid. Third, people are less likely to migrate at older 

ages. In the foreign-born age-sex pyramid, there are clearly fewer people in the retirement-age 

groups (age 55 and over). This low number of older immigrants also has to do with many 

immigrants returning home for retirement and the death of older settled immigrants. All of these 

factors give the foreign-born age-sex pyramid its "diamond shape," making it significantly 

different from the native population pyramid. 

  

The foreign born from the Philippines were more likely than the native born, but slightly less 

likely than the foreign born overall, to be of working age. 

 

Of the Filipino born residing in the United States in 2011, 79 percent were of working age (16-64 

years old), compared with 63 percent of the native born and 82 percent of all immigrants. Among 

Filipino immigrants, 17 percent were older than 64, compared to 13 percent of the native- and 

foreign-born populatiON. 

  

Over two-thirds of all Filipino immigrants have strong English-language skills. 

In 2011, 14 percent of Filipino immigrants ages 5 and older reported speaking only English, and 

55 percent reported speaking English "very well." In contrast, less than 1 percent of all Filipino 

immigrants reported not speaking English at all, 7 percent reported speaking English, but "not 

well," and 24 percent reported speaking English "well." 

  

Compared to immigrants overall, Filipino immigrants were less likely to be Limited English 

Proficient (LEP), meaning that they reported speaking English less than "very well." In 2011, 31 

percent of those born in the Philippines were LEP, versus 51 percent of all immigrants. 

Note: In the American Community Survey, respondents who reported that they spoke a language 

other than English at home were asked to self-assess their English-speaking abilities with the 

options of "not at all," "not well," or "well," and "very well." 

Back to the top 

As a group, Filipino-born adults were more likely to be university graduates compared to all 

immigrant and U.S.-born adults. 

In 2011, 48 percent of Filipino-born adults ages 25 and older had a bachelor's degree or higher, 

which is substantially greater than the 27 percent share of immigrant adults and the 29 percent 

share of all U.S.-born adults. 

Only 8 percent of Filipino-born adults had no high school or GED diploma, compared to 31 

percent of immigrants overall and 11 percent of native-born adults. The share of the Filipino 

born who reported their highest educational attainment as a high school diploma, some college 

credits, or an associate's degree (43 percent) was slightly higher than the foreign born overall (41 

percent), but lower than that of the native born (61 percent 

  



Filipino-born immigrants have generally mirrored the arrival patterns of the foreign born overall. 

In 2011, approximately 34 percent of the 1.8 million Filipino immigrants in the United States 

had entered after 2000; 24 percent arrived between 1990 and 1999; 22 percent entered between 

1980 and 1989; and 21 percent entered prior to 1980. 

  

This arrival pattern generally mirrored that of immigrants in the United States overall: 36 percent 

had arrived after 2000; 27 percent arrived between 1990 and 1999; 18 percent entered between 

1980 and 1989; and 19 percent entered prior to 1980. 

  

Nearly 17 percent of employed Filipino-born men worked in service and personal care 

occupations, while more than 18 percent of Filipina women worked as registered nurses. 

The top three occupations that employed Filipino-born male workers ages 16 to 64 were service 

and personal care (17 percent of all 427,000 Filipino male workers); manufacturing, installation 

and repair (13 percent); and administrative support (12 percent). 

  

Compared to working immigrant men overall, Filipino men were more likely to report working 

in the healthcare sector — specifically as registered nurses, other healthcare practicioners, and in 

healthcare support occupations — and in administrative support occupations. They were less 

likely to report working in farming, fishing, and forestry; and construction, extraction, and 

transportation occupations than immigrant men. 

  

Among the 624,000 Filipino-born female workers ages 16 to 64, 18 percent reported working as 

registered nurses; 16 percent in administrative support; and 15 percent in service and personal 

care occupations. 

Filipina women were more likely to report working in the healthcare sector as registered nurses, 

other healthcare practicioners, and in healthcare support operations than working immigrant 

women overall (see Table 2). They were less likely to report working in education, training, 

media, and entertainment occupations; service and personal care; and manufacturing, 

installation, and repair occupations. 

  

The Filipino born were less likely to live in poverty in 2011 than the native or foreign born 

overall. 

In 2011, a significantly smaller share of Filipino immigrants (6 percent) lived in households with 

an annual income below the official federal poverty line than the native born (15 percent) and 

immigrants overall (20 percent). 

  

About 617,000 children under the age of 18 resided in a household with at least one immigrant 

parent born in the Philippines. 

The 617,000 children with at least one Filipino-born parent represented close to 4 percent of the 

overall population of children from immigrant households (17.1 million children). Similar to the 



overall population of children from immigrant households, the vast majority of children in 

Filipino immigrant families were born in the United States (about 87 percent for the overall 

population, and 84 percent of those in Filipino immigrant families). 
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