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Senator Tim Kaine of Virginia and Gov. Mike Pence of Indiana went head to head 

Tuesday (9:00 pm, EST) in the first and only US vice-presidential debate at the 

Longwood University in Farmville, Va. 

While many are still arguing who won the debate, there is one thing that the netizens 

are sure of: CBS News anchor Elaine Quijano did an excellent job at moderating the 

discussions. 

Elaine Quijano from CBS reads her notes before the first vice presidential debate at 

Longwood University in Farmville, Virginia on October 4, 2016. 

Quijano received a lot of praise from social media users for her performance during the 

debate. 

One Twitter user said: “This moderator is the best I’ve seen in a debate for a very long 

time. Tough questions, fair moderation without obsessive interjection#VPDebate” 

Besides impressing viewers, the CBS News anchor also made history. 

Quijano is the first Asian-American journalist to moderate a national debate. The 

Chicago-born anchor is of Filipino descent. 

Her father is from Davao City while her mother is from Batangas, she revealed, during a 

previous interview with Filipinas Magazine. 

The 42-year-old is also the youngest moderator in 28 years, since Judy Woodruff in 

1988, Variety reported. 

Quijano is also the first anchor of a digital network to host a debate. She is a daytime 

anchor at CBSN, CBS News’ 24-hour livestream channel, according to Heavy.com. 

Quijano also serves as weekday anchor of the Sunday edition of CBS Weekend News 

and a contributor to the weekday Evening News with Scott Pelley as well as CBS This 

Morning. 



Read more at http://www.mb.com.ph/meet-the-fil-am-journalist-who-moderated-the-

pence-kaine-vp-debate/#fSSsEy4a44wdCjQ2.99 

……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

INNERVIEW 

By Gina Villanueva, Associate Editor 

 Why A Satellite Caliphate in the Royal  
Sultanate of Sulu? 

(When Philippine President Rodrigo Roa Duterte announced last month, that the Abu 
Sayyaf Group (ASG) no longer are hungry for independence/autonomy, but instead, 
"are hungry for a fight to establish a caliphate in Southeast Asia," Gina looks at the 
anatomy of the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS), also confusingly interchangeably 
used by international media as ISIL (Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant) its beginnings, 
its political aim, and where it's going. - Ed Libranda, Publisher and Executive Editor) 

At the outset, a flashback, if you will. 

The seat of the Royal Sultanate of Sulu is in Astana Putih, Tausug for "White Palace," 
located some two kilometers southwest of the Spanish Walled City of Jolo, in Umbul 
Duwa at the present municipality of Indanan in Jolo Island. Jolo is the capital town of the 
Province of Sulu that is within the present geographical jurisdiction of the Republic of 
the Philippines. 

 (http:By the late 15th century, the Sultanate of Sulu is the largest Islamic Kingdom of 
South East Asia and the Malay Archipelago, and encompassed parts of Malaysia and 
the Philippines. 

That historical fact should answer my above-captioned topic query: Why a satellite 
caliphate (wiliyah, or Islamic State) in the Royal Sultanate of Sulu? 

Because it is the largest Islamic Kingdom in all of South East Asia and the Malay 
Archipelago, hello? 

Ironically, too, the Mongoloid looking members of the royal house of the Sultanate of 
Sulu claimed descent from the Prophet Muhammad to reinforce their credentials in their 
new found faith of Islam! 

The Kingdom of Sulu's history originates throughout the ending  of World War II. The 
Sulu natives showed valiant resistance against the Japanese soldiers, that the Sulu 
region was generally left untouched by foreign armies. Jainal Abirin, the Sultan of Sulu 
went to Mindanao to help with their resistance against the remaining Japanese forces. 
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He, along with a Maranaoan chief by the name of Ahmad Salahuddin joined and formed 
the Mindanao Free Army. 

While Salahuddin was in the Dutch East Indies (now the Republic of Indonesia, 
including the Greater Sunda Islands of Borneo, Celebes, Java and Sumatra) the Sultan 
was instructed to inform the people of Sulu of the upcoming independence, since the 
natives of both Mindanao and the Sulu Archipelago refused to acknowledge Philippine 
occupation of their islands. 

As Province of Mindanao Republic and Philippines, the former Kingdom of Sulu was 
incorporated as the Province of Sulu (Wilayah Sulu, in Malay), and was divided into 
three regencies, including Jolo, Basilan and Tawi-Tawi. Although the native royalties of 
Sulu were no longer addressed by their titles as such outside of their maritime 
homeland, they retained the political influence and prestige that they had enjoyed prior 
to becoming part of the Republic. The former rajahs or datus that ruled the islands 
became governors of the regencies. Mohammad Esmail Kiram I retained his political 
position as the Governor of Sulu Province, though he was still often times referred to as 
the "Sultan of Sulu, as during his hajj to Mecca. 

In 1967, Ahmad Salahuddin and Karimal Sayid signed a limited treaty with Philippines 
President Ferdinand Marcos, agreeing to surrender sovereignty if the people of 
Mindanao and Sulu remain unharmed. The Mindanao Treaty was signed, and the Sulu 
Archipelago were incorporated into a Mindanao and Sulu Governorate, with Ahmad 
Salahuddin as the Governor-General. 

The Kingdom of Sulu was considered to have been a constitutional monarchy, with the 
Sultan as the absolute Head of State. Princes ruled islands, and depending on tribe or 
clan, the titles rajah and datu were often used, even interchangeably as the titular 
names for native rulers were never addressed. 

In 1953, the kingdom was decentralized, with three sultanates emerging, namely the 
Sultanates of Basilan, Tawi-Tawi- and Jolo. The main ruler would receive the title 
Maharajah, in this case Mohammad Esmail Kiram I would become the Maharajah of 
Sulu. Every 4 years, a sultan from each state would be chosen and elected by the 
Council of Datus and Rajahs, the electing body of the Sulu government. 

The legislative body of the Kingdom was solely in the Royal Sulu Court (Mahkahamh 
Sulu Diraja, in Malay). The Royal Sulu Court contained a mix of Shariah Law and 
secular law, to protect non-Muslim natives living in the islands. 

The currency used in Sulu was the Sulu Dollar, given in denominations of 1,5,10, 20, 50 
and 100, although the active economy was barter and trade. 

Borne of the decisions made during the First Cotabato City Convention, the chosen 
national language, or the Bahasa Kebangsaan for the Kingdom of Sulu was Malay, or 
Bahasa Melayu. The majority of its people, though, were Tausug, their language 



Bahasa Sug -- as mentioned by President Duterte, (in one of his various speeches, 
when he mentioned that he had Moro descent. part of the reasons why he wanted 
peace in the country for both Muslims and non-Muslims) which was then designated as 
the second official language. 

Arabic was spoken but only taught to the upper-class families of prestige - along with 
proper Malay. Those fluent in Arabic were seen as 'wealthy ' and 'superior.' 

  

Jihad against the Philippines 

In Muslim terminology, based on the Holy Qur'an, 'jihad' means 'struggle' whether 
against one's self, or, physical, as in an armed struggle, mostly, against non-believers. 

As far back as 1380, Makhdum Karim, the first Islamic Holy Warrior had brought Islam 
to the southern tip of the Philippine Archipelago (Mindanao). The efforts to convert the 
Filipino population en masse to Islam gathered strength after the defeat of the Hindu 
kingdoms of Sri Vijaya (Malaya) and Majapahit (Indonesia). Around 1414, the war 
between the Sri Vijaya and the Majapahit Empire ended in favor of the former with the 
conversion of the last Sri Vijaya King Perameswa to Islam. Following this victory, 
Muslim Holy Warriors (Jihads) introduced Islam into the Hindu-Malay empires and 
converted almost the entire population to Islam. 

Subsequent incursions of Muslim Malay Holy Warriors strengthened the stranglehold of 
Islam among the frightened animistic pre-Islamic Filipiinos (Moros) in the extreme south. 
By the early 15th century, Islam had been established in the Sulu Archipelago and 
spread from there to Mindanao; it reached the Manila area by 1565. There was sporadic 
resistance from the local population that was organized into barangays. 

Barangays were akin to those headed by a datu (chief). Organized resistance to Islam 
began only after the arrival of the Spaniards in 1521. Until then, during the period 1380 
up to 1521, a major part of the animist population of Southern Philippines had been 
converted to Islam. 

But Islam was not to be the religion of the Philippines, as it had become in Malaysia and 
Indonesia. 

A seminal event that was to halt the advance of Islam was the arrival of Ferdinand 
Magellan (a Portuguese mercenary who begged Queen Isabela of Spain to finance his 
voyage to the Far East in search of rare spices, on the pretext of introducing Christianity 
-- emphasis mine) in the Philippines in 1521. After this the Filipino resistance to Islam 
received a new  fillip. Magellan landed on the island of Cebu, claiming the lands for 
Spain and naming them Islas de San Lazaro. He established friendly relations with 
some of the local chieftains who had been battling the Muslims and converted some of 
them to Roman Catholicism. 



Over the next several decades, other Spanish expeditions were dispatched to the 
island. In 1543, Ruy Lopez de Villalobos led an expedition to the islands and gave the 
name Las Islas Felipinas (after King Philip II of Spain) to the islands of Samar and 
Leyte. The name Philippines derived from Felipinas, was later extended to the entire 
archipelago. 

Permanent Spanish settlement was not established until 1565 when an expedition led 
by the Conquistadores, Miguel Lopez de Legazpi, arrived in Cebu from Mexico (New 
Spain). Spanish leadership was soon established over many small independent 
communities that previously had known no central rule. Six years later, following the 
defeat of the local Malay Muslim ruler, Rajah Solayman, Legazpi established a capital in 
Manila, a location that offered the excellent harbor of Manila Bay to the seafaring 
Spaniards. Occupation of the Philippine Islands was accomplished with relatively little 
bloodshed, partly because most of the population (except the Muslims) offered little 
armed resistance to the Spaniards, as their main enemy had been the Malay and Arab 
Muslims seeking to convert them to Islam. 

But a significant problem the Spaniards faced was the subjugation of the Muslims of 
Mindanao and the Sulu Archipelago. The Muslims, in response to attacks on them from 
the Spaniards and their native allies, raided areas of  Luzon and the Visayas that were 
under Spanish colonial control. But these actions were inconsequential as the fate of 
Islam in the Philippines was sealed, and Philippines was not to go the way as had 
Malaysia and Indonesia, save for a southern tip of Mindanao. 

Waves of conversion to Islam had just about begun in the late 15th century and were 
preparing to sweep north across the Philippine Archipelago in the 16th century when the 
Spanish colonialists reached the shores of the Philippines. What followed was a 
checkmating of one faith by another and the Spaniards repulsed further attempts by the 
Sultans of Borneo to make inroads, both military and religious in the Philippine 
Archipelago. 

  

Struggle of Bangsamoro spans four centuries 

Radical Muslim terrorism in the Philippines, is traced to the four centuries of struggle of 
the Bangsamoro people for self-determination. 

But the threat emanating from the Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) is also traced to the Afghan 
war. When Muslim resistant groups from the Philippines sent fighters to Afghanistan, 
they acquired a violent extremist ideology of Al-Qaeda, which also penetrated Muslim 
radicals i Brunei, Malaysia, Singapore and Thailand. 

 ASG which has mass bases in parts of Basilan, Jolo, and Tawi-Tawi, has but one 
political aim, which is to set up an Islamic state (wiliyah, or caliphate) and implement 



Shariah. They have no concept of nationalism although they usually issue statements to 
reflect their supposed nationalist views (ASG leader Ustadz Janjalani). 

Their mass bases in some parts of  Basilan, Jolo and Tawi-Tawi  are used as a source 
of intelligence and logistics, according to a government Cabinet Paper on Terrorism, 
and enjoy these mass bases, because as one leader was quoted as saying, "People 
were supportive of us because when we got ransom money from the kidnappings we 
gave them money. When they asked for pump boats (motorized outriggers), we gave 
them. We gave it to them for their livelihood." 

He added that "In the town of Lantawan, Basilan, people are very supportive of the Abu 
Sayyaf - they would hide our firearms, that's why the military could not catch us or follow 
us." In exchange, the ASG gave the people livelihood projects like goats and chicken to 
take care, or, if a landlord threatened a a tenant, we would kill the landlord, day or 
night." 

The ASG also enjoys the advantage of familiarity with the rugged terrain they usually 
operate in. They have also engaged in high-impact activities in recent years with full 
coverage of local and foreign media. Their best propaganda/publicity is kidnapping for 
ransom, to attract media attention, which has "not only emboldened local terrorists to 
commit more atrocities but also become unwitting tool of terrorists to create an 
atmosphere of fear and uncertainty all over the country to drive away investors and drag 
down the economy." 

The government white paper reported that the ASG compared to the Moro Islamic 
Liberation Front (MILF) does not enjoy popularity among vocal Muslim organized 
groups, even meriting a fatwa (a ruling on Islamic law) against it from Saudi Arabia for 
its beheadings. 

Among its fellow Tausugs, it operates on an isolated basis, including indications of the 
fact of pervading drug use is evident, according to a Philippines military source. 

No wonder President Rody will not talk to ASG -- they, too, are drug users! 

Joseph Chinyong Llow, last month wrote that ISIS' (Islamic State of Iraq and Syria), also 
interchangeably referred to as ISIL (Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (Cyprus, Egypt, 
Iraq, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Palestine, Syria and Turkey) reach in Southeast Asia is 
based on several factors. 

Llow said certain devout Muslims feel a theological affinity for the militant group, and 
that ISIS' appeal is its sectarianism, and is even seen as an extension of the Sunni-
Shiite schism. 

He declared, however, that without downplaying the ISIS threat to South East Asia, 
there are nonetheless limits to the effectiveness of its recruitment in the region due to 
the insufficiently literate Muslims that continue to be in Malay and Indonesian language, 



and not Arabic, adding that terrorist recruitment in South East Asia today has lost the 
tactical advantage of surprise. 

The New York-based security consultancy The Soufan Group's (TSG) Patrick Skinner, 
meanwhile, opines that ISIS is finding Libya "a difficult place to remain (in) and expand, 
and it is very possible that places like southern Philippines will be its next priority," 
building concern among the Philippines, Malaysia, Indonesia and Singapore that the 
Islamic State has the region in its crosshairs. 

He said "There is no such thing as a clandestine caliphate, they need sanctuary, they 
need a place for these people to go to, where they can say: This is where our flag is -- 
as its grip on Syria  and Iraq weakens." 

In this month's piece from The Atlantic, "The Islamic State is no mere collection of 
psychopaths. It is a religious group with carefully considered beliefs, among them that it 
is a key agent of the coming apocalypse." 

  

The seven phases for Islamic Caliphate 

Way back in 2005, Yashin Musharbash wrote in Spiegel.de -- an expose' of the seven 
phases for the Islamic Caliphate. 

In the seven phases the terror network hopes to establish an Islamic Caliphate with a 
timetable, where they envision that the West will then be too weak to fight. 

The first phase (The Awakening) has already been carried out and was supposed to 
have lasted from 2000 to 2003, indicating that they are satisfied that their message was 
heard "everywhere"; the second, (Opening Eyes)  till 2006 where Iraq is the center of 
global operations, with an army set up there and bases established in other Arabic 
states, with young men as recruits; the third, (Arising and Standing Up) from 2007 to 
2010, was a focus on Syria, attacks on Turkey and Israel; the fourth, between 2010 and 
2013 -- the collapse of hated Arabic governments, creeping loss of the regimes, attacks 
against oil suppliers and attacks on the U.S. economy  using cyber terrorism; the fifth, 
the point where an Islamic state, or caliphate can be declared between 2013 and 2016, 
to reduce Western influence in the Islamic world and to weaken Israel, and for the 
Islamic world to bring about a new world order; the sixth, that from 2016 onwards there 
will be a period of "total confrontation," and as soon as the caliphate has been declared, 
the Islamic army will instigate the "fight between the believers and the non-believers" as 
predicted by Osama bin Laden; and the final phase -- the seventh -- is described as 
"definitive victory," because the world will be "so beaten down by the one and half billion 
Muslims," and this phase should be completed by 2020, although war shouldn't last 
longer than two years. 



Hmmm...must be why early this month five radical clerics bolted from the separatist 
Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom Fighters (BIFF) and called themselves the "moassesseen 
(Arabic for founders)," and want to be the Mindanao counterpart of the Islamic State of 
Iraq and Syria (ISIS), aimed at establishing a South East Asian caliphate in the 
erstwhile Royal Sultanate of Sulu -- allied with the ISIS. 

http://www.philstar.com/headlines/2016/10/02/1629536/5-islamic-preachers-leave-biff-
form-freakaway-group 

The BIFF, who have earlier pledged allegiance to the ISIS, in a released statement, 
have identified the five Islamic clerics are Salahudin Hassan, Abdulmalik Esmael, 
Bashier Ungab, Nasser Adil and Ansari Yunos. They are no longer part of BIFF, 
according to spokesman Abu Misry Mama. 

The BIFF has split into two factions, the break-away group being now with the Maute 
terror group (armed Islamist group, formerly with the Moro Islamic Liberation Front - 
MILF - guerrillas with some foreign fighters, led by Abdullah Maute, alleged founder of a 
Dawlah Islamiya, or caliphate, based in Lanao del Sur, Mindanao)  and the notorious 
ASG in Sulu. 

In a late-breaking development, it was also reported that the recent bombing in Davao 
Night market was allegedly done by elements of the Maute  terror group. Some also say 
that it has all the hallmarks of CIA-backed and funded locals, to intimidate Mr. Duterte. 

So there you go, my valued Philippine Sentinel readers. President Digong was, yet 
again, right as rain -- when he said the ASG  is not interested in autonomy, but a SE 
Asian caliphate in Sulu. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

EDITORIAL 

100 days of governance 

Octover 1, 2016 marks the 100th day of President Digong Duterte's government. His 
recent SWS grade has shown an excellent figure on the over-all survey in all classes of 
the population. Despite the numerous criticisms the Duterte administration has suffered 
from the European Union, from the United Nations, as well as from our biggest ally, the 
United States. 

Even former president Fidel Ramos has shown his uneasinness in the handling of the 
most important tasks by President Rodrigo R. Duterte who needs to undertake and 
seriously address the issues about the economy, education, graft and corruption, crime, 
and illegal drugs. 
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Apparently, the Duterte administration has given too much attention to the ever-growing 
drug problem that the Philippines has been facing since the time of the Ramos 
administration. Probably at the time of former President Ramos' time, it was not as 
prevalent as it is today, and therefore, the Ramos administration never gave too much 
attention. Little did they know, that as years go by, the problem has escalated so fast 
that when it reached the Arroyo, Aquino, and now the Duterte administration, drug 
problem has gotten loose and has reached that level of uncontrollable proportion. 

And President Digong is right in his announcement that he wants to resolve the issue of 
the drug problem, otherwise, who will? President Digong while he was still the Mayor of 
Davao City must have thought of the increasing dependency of drug addicts to "shabu" 
from the time he was elected Mayor of Davao City up to his election as Presdient of the 
Republic. 

Knowingly, the problem of drug addiction has brought to the Philippine population, 
Mayor Duterte at that time  does not have the overall power to oversee the proliferation 
of illegal drugs in the Philippines. 

President Duterte is right in his pronouncement that he is just trying to protect the 
interest of the coming generation of the Filipino people, and most especially the children 
of this nation. 

People are driven apart by their own personal belief as well as their own political 
persuasion. If they can't seem to agree with President Digong's way of solving the ever 
growing drug addiction in the Philippines, notwithstanding the other major issues that 
the Philippines is facing, then let these bashers and anti-Duterte netizens air their 
grievances in any shape or form, after all, as Digong said, a true democracy exist in a 
country where dissension is always welcome as long as they conform within the bounds 
of the law. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

STRAIGHT TALK 

By Ed Libranda 

Senator Leila De Lima - The End is Near 

I am reminded of Frank Sinatra's "My Way" when he sang the first line of that music,  
"And now the end is near and so I face the final curtain." 

Parallel to what has transpired during the past two months, and most especially during 
the month of September 2016 then initially, Senator De Lima was given the task to head 
the Committee on Justice. She immediately convened her committee and started doing 
her own investigation on how to bring Edgar Matobato from Davao City to testify against 
then Mayor Rodrigo Duterte of Davao City. 



It will be remembered that Mayor Duterte was accused by then Chairman of the Human 
Rights Commission and now Senator Leila De Lima of extra judicial killings perpertrated 
by his own "Davao Death Squad" or popularly known as DDS. But upon subsequent 
investigation by investigative agencies such as the NBI, the claim was never 
substantiated. 

Besides, in another report, there was never such "Davao Death Squad," in Mayor 
Duterte's term - but was merely a concoction, or a label assigned by local media 
practitioners. It was actually something that was done by other elements outside of the 
Duterte's mayorship, and under former president Aquino's administration. 

Senator De Lima during the first hearing of the Committee on Justice, she presented 
confessed killer Edgar Matobato who implicated President Rodrigo R. Duterte, then 
Mayor of Davao City for masterminding the numerous extra juidicial killings in his own 
city. 

It was also reported and proven that Matobao was nowhere listed under the hire of the 
Davao City government, or any paramilitary group. 

Matobato was caught several times by other members of the committee especially 
Senators Lacson, Gordon and formerly vice presidential candidate Senator Peter Alan 
Cayetano who has questioned Matobato as to the participation of President Duterte. 
Subsequently, Senator Leila De Lima was stripped of her position as chairperson of the 
committee on justice and instead the Senate voted Sen. Dick Gordon to replace Sen. 
De Lima. 

Senator Leila De Lima walked out twice in the course of the extra judicial killings 
committee hearings in the Upper House. And after several committee hearings 
conducted by the Lower House, the Volunteers Against Crime and Corruption headed 
by its chairman Dante Jimenez, Atty. Ferdinand Topacio, filed a lawsuit against Senator 
Leila De Lima and seven others of  drug trafficking with the Department of Justice (DOJ) 
now headed by Secretary Vitaliano Aguirre II. 

All the testimonies of high profiled inmates from the National Bilibid Penitentiary (NBP) 
during the committee hearings by the Lower House  pointed to then DOJ Secretary and 
now Senator Leila De Lima, as having a hand in the proliferation of shabu trade in the 
Philippines. 

Combining the hearings of both chambers, the troubled Senator De Lima  would be 
most likely stripped of her position as an elected Senator after a case is filed with the 
Senate Electoral Tribunal which is mandated by law to hear cases against elected 
senators. The end is near for embattled Sen. Leila De Lima whose controversial video 
sex tape with her lover-driver Ronnie Dayan is now beginning to be in the center stage 
among netizens. 



Get ready former MMDA chairman Francis Tolentino, a partymate of President Digong,  
who placed 13th place during the national elections last May. Tolentino might replace 
Sen. De Lima if she finds herself responding to all drug trafficking charges hurled 
against her. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

SEE-THROUGH 

By: Yashika F. Torib, Manila Bureau Senior Correspondent 

The poverty of vocabulary 

You can almost feel sorry for the cabinet members and spokespersons of President 
Rodrigo Duterte. 

The president’s men scramble and dash in an attempt to echo his words in a way that is 
acceptable to a world used to a politically correct tongue. 

Duterte’s most recent blunder offended the international community, particularly the 
Jews who felt that the Philippine president likened them to drug users and dealers. 

The statement was a retort against his critics who portrayed him as a “cousin of Hitler” 
following the thousands of victims of the extra judicial killings attributed to him. 

Duterte cried foul on the comparison but later embraced it by saying that if Hitler 
massacred millions of Jews, he’d be more than happy to slaughter the estimated three 
million drug addicts in the Philippines if it means destroying the country’s drug problem. 

The Jewish community, interminably sensitive to the issue of Holocaust, took the 
statement as an affront to their ancestors and people; international government bodies 
impressed on it as a threat to peace and human rights. 

Certainly, one cannot expect less from nations accustomed to platitudes and politically 
correct statements that herald good relationship between countries. Diplomacy and 
rapport through communal dialogues do not always include reading between the lines of 
controversial remarks. They normally take words on its face value. 

Then here comes a leader who proclaimed that his farm-boy roots instigated the grit 
and bravado of his character; he was never privy to the savvy talks typical of politicians. 

His speeches teemed with expletives, insults, sarcasm and insolence. Many a time, 
even before he won the presidency, did he offended women and Catholics. Even the 
Pope and the U.S. president never escaped his scathing remarks. 

 



His mouth is a fount of disgusting words, indeed. Reading between his line of thoughts 
is a different matter altogether. 

Here you’ll see a leader too consumed with his passion of ending corruption, criminality 
and drug abuse in the country that no famous personality, political state of affairs, or a 
carefully written speech can bar him from it. 

He gave weight instead to the entitlement to a clean country of law-abiding civilians 
instead of the right to justice of the criminals. Truly, his interpretation of human rights is 
different from the crowd. 

People are then left to interpret the words of a man too consumed with his mission that 
he fell short in being objective with his expressions. 

His latest gaffe leaves people with the question whether he truly likened Jews to 
criminals, or him coming up with the strategy of doing a Hitler (mass-murderer) to 
cleanse his own country. 

Was he truly for the extermination of an ancient race or was he acting to execute the 
unlawful entities from his country? Was he seeing these two different groups as one? 

From here we’ll see who’s got a deprived sense of comprehension from those who 
suffer from the poverty of vocabulary. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

NEWS AT A GLANCE 

First EU-Philippines Business Summit Successful,  
says EU Envoy 

By Gina Villanueva, Associate Editor 

October 10 - - In an open letter to social media, European Union Ambassador to the 
Philippines, Franz Jessen commended Philippines President Rodrigo Roa Duterte's first 
100 days in office, "One hundred days passed very fast, lots of changes, new policies, 
new language, and many interpretations of statement and development." 

The EU envoy wrote on the Facebook page of European delegation in the country, "The 
EU-Philippines strong cooperation continues with the successful hosting of the first EU-
Philippines Business Summit attended by 300 businessmen nationwide." 



Jessen declared he has refrained from commenting on Duterte's rhetoric style because 
he has just assumed office and has just started, and requires more time to craft 
government policy, adding that "Part of the task of an ambassador is to understand as 
well as possible, changes, new ideas and views within the host country -- and the one 
way I try to learn is by reading literature from and about the Philippines." 

Aha! most aptly put, indeed, say nationalists -- "How much have our past colonizers, 
Spain and the USA learn from us, their unwilling serfs?" 

Jessen wrote on Facebook, "This week I felt I had to be more hands on, so I did three 
things. I found a street vendor who sold balut (boiled duckling egg) and bought, I 
ordered a barong (Filipino male national costume) and I started Tagalog (Filipino 
language with admixture of Sanskrit, Malay and Spanish). 

He added, "Time will show and if eating traditional Philippines dishes, wearing 
traditional Philippine clothes and speaking the national language will help my 
understanding of life in the Philippines." 

In a talk with reporters Friday, Jessen announced there are ongoing programs with the 
Philippines government, including Access to Sustainable Energy Programme (ASEP) 
aimed at providing clean energy solutions to 100,000 households for 500,000 people 
living in rural areas. 

He added EU is sitting with different departments to augment and fulfill a need for 
developmental assistance to the Philippines, as long as Philippines accepts EU 
assistance. 

 

PRRD Creates New Agency on Banana 

October 10 -- The National Banana Congress in Davao City leads President Rodrigo 
Roa Duterte (PRRD) to create, through Executive Order (EO), a new agency called 
Banana Development Council. 

This developed as China lifted its ban on the importation of banana and pineapple from 
the Philippines. 

Mr. Duterte told the National Banana Congress, "It's a highly competitive world today 
and everybody is into the business of money and that is why there is a lot of competition 
going on." 

The Chief Executive believes, "The Philippines will make it big in the agricultural area," 
considering the close competition in the new industrial sector expected in the next three 
decades. 



He said, "Banana farming is really in Mindanao," and his efforts to reach out to different 
rebel groups will have a large implication on the banana industry and other agricultural 
activities. 

The Philippines remains the second largest producer of bananas, worldwide, next to 
Ecuador, with a 95 percent supply for market in Asia. 

Last year, the Philippines exported 448,000 metric tons of bananas to China valued at 
$157.5 million, but were destroyed, after notifications of non-compliance, during the 
administration of former president Benigno Aquino III. 

Agriculture Secretary Emmanuel Pinol told Manila Standard News the President favors 
a law enacted by Congress, to be called the Banana Industry Act of 2016. 

Chinese Ambassador Zhao Jianhua told Pinol that China is also interested in high-end 
fishery products from the Philippines, to include lapu-lapu, crabs, shrimps, prawns and 
tuna -- in addition to to high value commercial crops like mangoes, coconut and dragon 
fruit, among others. 

The Philippines is the world's largest producer of coconut. -GV 

 

P2- M Livelihood Loan for Certified Philippines  

Overseas Workers 

October 10 -- Up to P2 M is available to returning overseas Filipino workers (OFWs) 
and their families, as a livelihood loan assistance --  a result of a memorandum of 
agreement on the implementation of the OFW-Enterprise Development and Loan 
Program (OFW-EDLP) between the Department of Labor and Employment-Overseas 
Workers Welfare Administration (DOLE-OWWA) and the Department of Trade and 
Industry (DTI), signed last month. 

DOLE Secretary Silvestre H. Bello III told PhilNews.com, "This joint undertaking 
addresses one of the 8-point labor and employment agenda of the Department of Labor 
and Employment, which is to bring more focus and accessibility on workers' protection 
and welfare program specifically the OFWs." 

In partnership with Land Bank of the Philippines and the Development Bank of the 
Philippines, the program is aimed at helping OFWs and their families to pursue 
enterpreneurial projects with loanable amounts of from P100,000.00 up to maximum P2 
M -- for individual borrowers. For group borrowers, loan amount can be up to a 
maximum of P5 M. 



Borrowers may choose a short-term loan, payable within a year, or, a long-term loan, 
payable based on the cash flow but not to exceed seven years, inclusive of the 
maximum two-year grace period on the capital. 

For details, apply with EDLP. 

 

  

Duterte Constituency on His First 100 Days: 
'Excellent!' 

October 10 -- Whether, or not they voted for him, Filipinos gave Philippines President 
Rodrigo Roa Duterte a thumbs-up with an 'excellent' grade on his first 100 days. 

Philippines News Agency (PNA) reports the latest Social Weather Stations (SWS) 
survey released October 6 showed 84 percent of Filipinos satisfied with Mr. Duterte's 
ongoing war against illegal drugs, with only 8 percent dissatisfied, yielding an 'excellent' 
net satisfaction rating of +76 (percent satisfied minus percent dissatisfied). 

The same SWS survey revealed that 83 percent of respondents said the 
administration's anti-drug war "does not discriminate by class." 

SWS classified net satisfaction ratings of +70 and above as "excellent," +50 to 69 as 
"very good," +30 to +49 as "good," +10 to +29 as "moderate," +9 to -9 as "neutral," -10 
to -29 as "poor," -30 to -49 as "bad," -50 to -69 as "very bad," and -70 and below as 
"execrable." 


