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BREAKING NEWS: The US Navy has deployed a carrier strike group to the South China Sea, 

with the USS Blue Ridge, flagship of the 7th Fleet, also on its way for a port visit to the 

Philippines, the Navy Times reported. 

China claims almost the entire South China Sea, believed to have large deposits of oil and gas. 

Brunei, Malaysia, the Philippines, Taiwan and Vietnam also have claims on the waters, through 

which about US $5 trillion in trade is shipped each year. 

The Philippines awaits a ruling by an arbitration court in The Hague on its territorial dispute with 

China. 

Philippine Justice Antonio T. Carpio states that the case is solely a maritime dispute, and not 

territorial in nature. 

The Philippines seeks clarification from the tribunal as to whether China's  9-dashed line can 

negate the Philippines' Exclusive Economic Zone as guaranteed under the United Nations 

Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS)  of which China is a signatory. 

As part of the case, the Philippines also seeks clarification on whether rocks above water only at 

high tide (such as Scarborough Shoal) generate a 200-nautical mile (370 km; 230 mi) EEZ, or 

only a 12-nautical-mile (22 km, 14 mi) territorial sea. 

Clarification of whether China can appropriate low-tide elevations, such as the Mischief Reef 

and Subi Reef within the Philippines' EEZ have also been included in the case. 

Carpio said, "The Philippines is not asking the tribunal to delimit by nautical measurements 

overlapping EEZs between China and the Philippines. The Philippines is also not asking the 

tribunal what country has sovereignty over an island, or rock above water at high tide, in the 

West Philippine Sea." 

In 2011, a Chinese warship allegedly fired warning shots to Filipino fishermen near the Jackson 

Atoll, also known as Quirino Atoll. 

Tensions continue to be rife with the United States and others protesting against Beijing's land 

reclamations on islands and reefs, and the recent deployment of surface-to-air missiles and 

fighter jets in the Paracel Islands. 



  

US Defense Secretary Ash Carter has warned China that there will be "specific consequences" to 

the militarization of the South China Sea. 

Beijing, for its part, has been angered by "freedom of navigation" of air and sea patrols 

conducted by the United States, near the islands it claims in the South China Sea, and says it 

needs military facilities for its self-defense. 

China has reportedly stationed up to five ships around Quirino Atoll, also known as Jackson 

Atoll in the Spratly Islands, chasing away Filipino fishing vessels from their traditional fishing 

grounds, after one of them ran aground in the area. 

Eugenio Bito-onon Jr., mayor of the Kalayaan region in the Spratly Islands, told the Philippine 

Star newspaper that the ships had been based at the uninhabited atoll for over a month, but were 

not even there in previous years. 

Bito-onon fears the presence of these Chinese ships "because we frequently pass by that atoll on 

our way to Pag-asa," referring to the Philippine name for Thitu Island, where he frequently 

travels to visit a Filipino fishing community. 

The Philippine media claims that ships from Beijing are guarding the disputed atoll. 

The Philippine military said it had received reports about the presence of Chinese ships in the 

area, and are still verifying these, including ships around Second Thomas Shoal. 

Second Thomas Shoal is 105 nautical miles west of Palawan, Philippines. 

Claimed by several nations, the shoal/atoll is currently militarily occupied by the Philippines. 

  

The Dispute 

The Spratly Islands dispute is an ongoing territorial issue  among Brunei, China (People's 

Republic of China), Malaysia, the Philppines, Taiwan (Republic of China) and Vietnam, 

concerning ownership of the Spratly Islands, a group of islands and associated "maritime 

features" (reefs, banks, cays, etc.) located in the South China Sea.It is characterized by 

diplomatic stalemate and the employment of low-level military pressure techniques (such as 

military occupation of disputed territory) in the advancement of national territorial claims. 

All except Brunei occupy some of the maritime features. 

Most of the "maritime features" in this area have at least six names: the "International name," 

usually in English; the"Chinese name," sometimes different for PRC and ROC; (and also in 



different character-sets); the Vietnamese; the Vietnamese, Philippine and Malaysian names, and 

also there are alternate names (Spratly Islands is also known as Storm Island), and sometimes 

names with "colonial" origins (French, Portuguese, Spanish, British, etc.). 

  

The Spratly Islands are important for economic and strategic reasons. The Spratly area holds 

potentially significant, but largely unexplored, reserves of oil and gas; it is a productive area for 

world fishing; it is one of the busiest areas of commercial shipping traffic; and surrounding 

countries would get an extended continental shelf if their claims were recognized. 

The Spratlys sit astride major maritime trade routes to Northeast Asia, giving them added 

significance as positions from which to monitor maritime activity in South China Sea and to 

potentially base and project military force from. 

In 2014, China increased international attention due to its dredging activities witthin the Spratlys, 

amidst speculation that it is planning to further develop its military presence in the area.  

In 2015 satellite imagery revealed that China was rapidly constructing an airfield on Fiery Cross 

Reef within the Spratlys while continuing its land reclamation activities at other sites. 

Only China (PRC) and Taiwan (ROC), and Vietnam have made claims based on historical 

sovereignty of the islands. 

The Philippines, however, claims part of the area as its territory under the United Nations 

Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), an agreement parts of which have been ratified 

by the countries involved in the Spratly Islands dispute. 

  

Basis of Claims 

Brunei 

Brunei claims the part of the South China Sea nearest to it as part of its continental shelf and 

Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ), declaring it in 1984, encompassing the above-water islets in 

Louisa Reef, but has no miltary control over the area. 

Malaysia 

Malaysia's claims are based upon the continental shelf principle, and have clearly defined 

coordinates within the limits of its EEZ declared in 1979, an argument that requires that the 

islands were res nullius (nobody's property) and this requirement is said to be satisfied when 

Japan renounced their sovereignty over the islands according to the San Francisco Treaty, which 



was a relinquishment of the right to the islands without any special beneficiary, thus making the 

islands res nullius, and available for annexation. 

China 

China  claims to have discovered the islands in the Han-dynasty in 2 BC, having been marked on 

maps compiled during the time of Eastern Han dynasty, and Eastern Wu (one of the Three 

Kingdoms). Since the Yuan dynasty in the 12th century, several islands that may be the Spratlys 

have been labelled as Chinese territory, followed by the Ming dynasty and the Qing dynasty 

from the 13th to the 19th century. 

In 1755, archaeological discoveries included the remains of Chinese pottery and coins in the 

islands and are cited as proof for the PRC claim, but they are more likely to have come from 

shipwrecks of passing Chinese junks. Chinese fishermen have been around the islands since 200 

BC. 

In the 19th century, Europeans also found that Chinese fishermen from Hainan annually 

sojourned on the Spratly Islands for part of the year, while in 1877 it was the British who 

launched the first modern legal claims to the Spratlys. 

When the Spratlys and Paracels were being surveyed by Germany in 1883, China issued protests 

against them. The 1887 Chinese-Vietnamese Boundary convention signed between France and 

China after the Sino-French War said that China was the owner of the Spratly and Paracel 

Islands. 

China sent naval forces on inspection tours in 1902 and 1907, placing flags and markers on the 

islands. The Qing dynasty's successor state, the Republic of China, claimed the Spratly and 

Paracel Islands under the jurisdiction of Hainan. 

The Spratlys and the Paracels were conquered by Japan in 1939, administering them through 

Taiwan's jurisdiction and the Paracels through Hainan. These islands were handed over to the 

Republic of China control from Japan after the 1945 surrender of Japan, since the Allied powers 

assigned the Republic of China to receive Japanese surrenders in that area. 

After WW2 ended, the Republic of China was the "most active claimant," and garrisoned Itu Aba 

(Taiping) island in 1946 and posted Chinese flags and markers on it along with Woody Island in 

the Paracels. France tried, but failed to drive them out of Woody Island. It was the Republic of 

China's aim to block the French claims. In 1947,the Republic of China drew up a map of the U-

shaped claim on the entire South China Sea, to show that the Spratly and Paracels are in Chinese 

territory. 

 



Taiwan 

Taiwan's garrison from 1946-1950, and 1956 to the present, on Itu Aba, reprresents an "effective 

occupation" of the Spratly Islands. 

Japanese scholar Taoka Shunji criticized Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe for trying to 

falsely portray China as a threat to Japan and that it was invading its neighbors like the 

Philippines, and pointed out that the Spratly Islands were not part of the Philippines when the US 

acquired the Philppines from Spain in the Treaty of Paris in 1898, while the Japanese ruled 

Taiwan itself had annexed the Spratly Islands in 1938. While the US ruled the Philppines it did 

not challenge the move and never asserted that it was their territory. 

Shunji added that other countries did not need to do full land reclamation since they already 

control the islands. The reason China has engaged in extensive land reclamation is because they 

needed to build airfields since China has control only over reefs. 

  

 

The Philippines 

The Philippines' claims are based on sovereignty over the Spratlys on the issues of res nullius 

and geography, because there was no effective sovereignty over the islands until  the 1930's 

when France and then Japan acquired the islands. When Japan renounced its sovereignty over the 

islands in the San Francisco Treaty, there was relinquishment of the right of the islands without 

any special beneficiary, making it res nullius and available for annexation. 

In 1956, a private Filipino citizen, Tomas Cloma, unilaterally declared a state on 53 features in 

the South China sea, calling it "Freedomland" (Kalayaan). The Republic of China moved to 

occupy the main island in response. In December 1974, Cloma was arrested and forced to sign a 

document to convey to the Philippines whatever rights he might have had in the territory for one 

peso. Cloma sold his claim to the Philippine Government, which annexed de jure (right to claim) 

the islands in 1978, calling them Kalayaan. On June 11, 1978, President Ferdinand Marcos 

issued Presidential Decree No. 1596, declaring the Spratly Islands, referred to as the Kalayaan 

Island Group, as Philippine territory. 

On a geographical standpoint, the Philippine claim is distinct from other island groups in the 

South China Sea, because of the size of the biggest island in the Kalayaan group. A second 

argument is that the Spratlys lie within the Philippines' 200-mile Exclusive Economic Zone 

according to the 1982 UNCLOS. Additionally, under maritime law, the People's Republic of 



China cannot extend its baseline claims to the Spratlys because the PRC is not an archipelagic 

state. 

  

Vietnam 

Vietnam's response to China's claim is that Chinese records on Qianli Changsha and Wanli 

Shitang are in fact records about non-Chinese territories. For example, Qianli Changsha and 

Wanli Shitang were referred to in the ancient Chinese texts Ling Wai Dai Da and Zhu Fan Zhi as 

being in the Sea of Jiaozhi, Jiaozhi being the old name for a Chinese province in modern-day 

northern Vietnam, or as writings on foreign countries. Moreover, the Chinese records do not 

constitute the declaration and exercise of sovereignty over the Spratlys until after WW2, and that 

based on international law, Vietnam has the sovereignty, because it has occupied the Spratlys 

and the Paracels at least since the 17th century, continuously  and peacefully until they were 

invaded by Chinese armed forces. 

 An atlas of Vietnam completed in 1838 Hoang Sa (Paracel Islands) and Truong Sa (Spratly 

Islands) showed both as Vietnamese territory. Geographical and resources surveys by Vietnam 

were recorded in Vietnamese literature and history published in the 17th century. Following the 

treaty signed with the Nguyen Dynasty, France represented Vietnam in international affairs. 

The Cairo Declaration, drafted by the Allies and China, towards the end of WW2, listed the 

territories that the Allies intended to strip from Japan and return to China, but the list did not 

include the Spratlys, and China's claim had no basis. 

The San Francisco Treaty rejected Russia's proposal for China's sovereignty over the Spratlys 

and the Paracels. 

On July 7, 1951, Tran Van Huu, head of the State of Vietnam delegation to the San Francisco 

Treaty declared that the Paracels and the Spratlys were part of Vietnamese territory, and nobody 

opposed it. 

In July 2012 the national assembly of Vietnam passed a law demarcating Vietnamese sea borders 

to include the Spratly and Paracel Islands.# 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

No basis to disqualify Pacquiao from 

senatorial bid – Macalintal 
March 6, 2016 

By: Yashika F. Torib, Manila Bureau Senior Correspondent 

 



Election lawyer Romulo “Romy” Macalintal has come to the defense of Sarangani 

Representative Manny Pacquiao who faces a disqualification case filed by Senate aspirant 

Walden Bello. 

  

Bello filed the DQ case before the Commission on Elections (COMELEC) in light of the 

Pacquiao-Bradley fight on April, where Pacquiao could gain media coverage and advantage. 

  

Bello’s petition recommended for the implementation of the Fair Elections Act and for 

COMELEC to handle the upcoming boxing match with “intense scrutiny”. 

  

The COMELEC has recently set an airtime limit for political advertisements of national 

candidates at 120 minutes in each television stations and 180 minutes of campaign ads per radio 

station. 

  

Bello and several other political aspirants have aired concerns that Pacquiao’s impending fight 

with Bradley may exceed the political advertisement airtime limit, thus, gaining advantage 

amongst his opponents in the senatorial bid. 

  

Macalintal, however, pointed out that the case is premature and is well outside the jurisdiction of 

the Philippine authorities. 

  

He stated in an interview with Philippine Daily Inquirer that Bello was merely speculating that 

Pacquiao would exceed the authorized airtime limit “because the fight and promotion have not 

even started yet.” 

  

Macalintal furthered that Philippine laws, and violations of such, cannot be imposed in the 

Pacquiao-Bradley fight because it will be held in Las Vegas where the Philippine courts have no 

jurisdiction. 

  

“...Our courts, under the doctrine of territoriality, have no jurisdiction over offenses committed 

by a person outside the territory of the Philippines, except if it involves national security of the 

country,” he said. 

  

The election lawyer also claimed that there is no legal basis to disqualify Pacquiao from the 

senatorial race “because a petition for disqualification is one which refers to a candidate’s lack of 

any of the qualifications required by the constitution or conviction of an election offense for 

violating election laws.” 

  

Pacquiao, who heads the senatorial slate of the United National Alliance (UNA) for the 2016 

national elections, also faced a separate DQ case October last year when he was declared a non-

serious/nuisance candidate by a certain Ferdinand Sevilla of Makati. 

  

Sevilla argued that Pacquiao only attended seven out of the 70 sessions of the House of 

Representatives but had the time to “train for his boxing bout, shoot his television programs, or 

shoot hoops in basketball games.” 

  



He added that the Sarangani congressman fumbled to raise questions on provisions that have 

already been removed or amended in the previous sessions that he missed. 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

 

 

ZIKA VIRUS: The Silent Scare 
March 6, 2016 

| 

By RIDERGIRL Manila 

 

The Zika Virus can be described to the layman as a ‘is a virus to cause some sort of a mild 

dengue fever’.  The Zika Fever can actually be treated with rest; sometimes with no symptoms or 

if there are manifestations, symptoms can last around seven days. If a person experiences fever, 

red eyes, joint pain, headache and a maculopapular rash which is characterized by a flat, red area 

on the skin that is covered with small erythematous (red) confluent bumps then a trip to the 

doctor or the Emergency Room is needed.  You might have just gotten the virus. 

  

Some people don’t get sick enough so they do not go to the hospital.  For those who reach the 

end of a week and get better, they develop immunity against future infections.  But it is still a 

silent risk, especially to conceiving women.  Since only about 20% of those infected show 

symptoms, actual detection of the range and span of infection geographically becomes tedious 

that there is no true statistics to its actual gravity. 
 

  

HISTORY 
The Zika Virus is transmitted through bites from daytime active mosquitos, the Aedes aegypti and 

the Aedes albopiticus.  In 1947, the virus was first isolated from infected Rhesus Monkeys in the 

Zika Forest in Uganda, hence the name. It can also be spread through blood transfusion and transfer 

from mother to child. Lately, Sexual transmission is already proven to be a main way of transference, 

usually from males to his partners, making the Zika Virus an STD (Sexually Transmitted Disease); 

the virus lives longer in semen than in blood.  

  

In 1952, the first infected humans were detected. Africa, Southeast Asia and Pacific Islands had their 

share of outbreaks and died down around 2007 after 14 documented cases.  But as mentioned earlier, 

most people do not seek medical help because the symptoms are mild and usually not a cause for 

alarm.  In 2015 Brazil declared a massive outbreak with almost one million infected and moving on 

to about 24 South American countries namely:  Barbados, Bolivia, Cape Verde, Columbia, 

Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, French Guiana, Guadeloupe, Guatemala, Guyana, 

Haiti, Honduras, Martinique, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Puerto Rico, Saint Martin, Samoa, 

Suriname, US Virgin Islands and Venezuela. 
  
 

SILENT SCARE 
With less than alarming symptoms even with a lot infected, why should be alarmed? 

  



In 2013, in an outbreak in Tahiti, French Polynesia, there was cause for added alarm.  When 

majority of those infected are still within the usual symptoms, some of those infected developed 

a rare auto-immune disorder where the immune system (which is responsible of fighting against 

disease) breaks down and attacks the person’s peripheral nervous system where the virus 

destroys the nerve’s Myelin Sheath (nerve covering) that slows down signals throughout the 

body; (PNS involves the brain stem, spinal cord and nerve endings spread to the upper and lower 

limbs) that may cause weakness and finally paralysis in the long run.  This is called the 

GUILLAIN-BARRE SYNDROME. 

  

The greatest fear of any mother-to-be is seeing her baby born with a defect.  In Brazil with the 

Zika outbreak, there were about 3,600 reported cases of mothers giving birth to babies with 

abnormally small heads.  Although the link is still unclear, the increased number of infected 

people and the increased number of babies born with MICROCEPHALY became a cause of 

alarm. 

  

Apart from having small heads, the babies suffer from an underdeveloped brain because the head 

had stopped growing not giving way for proper brain development. 

  

These babies can suffer from seizures, delays in developmental milestones such as speech, motor 

control for proper walking or sitting, swallowing difficulty, mental growth disability, hearing 

loss, vision problems, uncoordinated movement and loss of balance and can be life threatening. 

Photo Credits: The ZIKA Virus can be passed on from an infected mother to child although the 

link of Zika to Microcephaly is still unclear, the Brazilian statistics of around 3,000 Zika infected 

mothers who delivered microcephalic babies has become a cause for alarm There is no known 

cure for MICROCEPHALY. 

  
  
 PREVENTION 
These are the steps encouraged by the World Health Organization to prevent the Zika Virus 

infection. 

 Sleep in mosquito nets and make sure there is no skin exposed after dressing up. 

 Use insect repellant religiously. 

 Clean all containers that hold water to stop mosquito breeding. 

 Use a condom or refrain from having unprotected sex or abstain in areas where there is risk of 

the virus. 

 Good air-conditioning 

 Windows and door screens 

 Follow Government Programs in addressing virus infection 

  

There is a high projection that the virus can still spread throughout the United States in the next 

few months but with a lesser chance of spreading to North America compared to South America 

because of awareness efforts. 

Vigilant preparations are now being undertaken for the Rio Olympics.  But some athletes have 

already backed out from joining the Olympics in an act of self-preservation.  The scare is silent 

but deadly as the possibility of tourists and athletes who will flock to Brazil can carry the virus 

back to their respective countries and a global pandemic can be the worst case scenario. 



In spite of the fact that the origins of the Zika Virus is partly in equatorial Asia, the Philippines is 

still, thank goodness, Zika-free. 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

China: Hands Off 
PRESIDENTIAL candidate Senator Miriam Defensor Santiago on Thursday slammed the 

administration of President Benigno Aquino III for being complacent on the West Philippine Sea 

dispute, and for being confident that the international tribunal will rule in its favor on the case it 

filed against China. 

  

She also hit the government for relying heavily on US support to deter Chinese expansionism, 

noting that both military giants have interests in controlling the West Philippine Sea. 

  

China has reportedly stationed up to five ships in the contested Quirino Island, barring access to 

Filipino fisherman, a move which Santiago said highlights failure of negotiations despite 

ongoing international arbitration. 
  

Binay not Poe is NPC's Candidate 
The founders of the Nationalist People’s Coalition and stalwarts of vote-rich provinces said they 

will support the presidential bid of Vice President Jejomar Binay, openly defying the party 

leadership’s decision Monday to back independent candidate Senator Grace Poe. 
  

US warns China of "consequences" over 

"militarization" in South China Sea...  
  

NEW YORK, March 2 (PNA/TASS) -- The United States has warned China of "specific 

consequences" that would follow Beijing’s "aggressive" moves in the disputed region in the 

South China Sea. "China must not pursue militarization in the South China Sea," US Secretary of 

Defense Ashton Carter told a discussion forum in San Francisco, CA Tuesday, March1. 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

  

Editorial 

PRESIDENTIAL DEBATE 2016 

 
The combined sponsored Philippine Debate 2016 by the Philippine Daily Inquirer andGMA-7 

has been dubbed by some analysts as "you scratch my back, and I will scratch your back" kind of 

exchange of issues besetting the Filipino people. 

  

Hosted by GMA's Jessica Soho and Mike Enriquez, questions raised by both hosts do not seem 

to have struck a blow into the minds of the Filipino electorate. 



  

Questions dd not touch on the specifics of the country's ill. Speakers were not allowed to rebut 

the other presidentiables on issues asked by the hosts. And worst, they are limited to only 30 

seconds to either rebut or further amplify on issues they have raised. 

  

We hope to do better on the second presidential debate which is slated to be held in Cebu City. 

Issues that are needed to be asked during the debate should be centered on the following: 

Criminality, drugs, foreign investment, foreign policy (tensions in the South China Sea) and the 

individual candidate stance on the recent militarization of an island by the Chinese government 

when they installed missiles recently opposed by the United States government,. 

  

Candidates should be given more time to interpelate each other in any areas presented by the 

speakers. This way, people would have a better grip on the kind of leadership one candidate 

would do when he or she is elected president. 

We dont want a candidate who, after being elected president, would want to sing that old 

political tune, "Happy Days Are Here Again." 

  

It is not an easy task for the COMELEC to be a part of this Presidentital Debate 2016. Comelec's 

imprimatur is the only thing needed to effectively carry on this dabate crafted to better inform 

voters on who has a platform that is attuned to the need of our country. A political slogan such as 

President Aquino's "daan matuwid" which has been openly criticized by Davao City Mayor 

Rodrigo Duterte as "daan baluktod". 

  

Over all, the Filipino voters have matured through all the presidential elections. The Filipino 

people are tired of hearing the same litany of "I promise" echoed in every corner of the 

campaign. 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

Straight Talk 
By Ed Libranda 
 

DUTERTE WHO? 
An Atenean will always be an Atenean regardless of the condition he was in, according to my 

high school teacher, Fr. Renato Ocampo, S.J. who was my English Composition instructor 

during my second year at the Ateneo de Davao High School, Matina, Davao City. 

  

It was at this time during the late 50s that Digong was a Freshman, and we have crossed our path 

during each afternoon's basketball at the all-purpose gym. The school bus leaves the school at 

4pm, and so students have two hours to socialize and play basketball at the gym. 

  

As a tribute to a fellow Atenean, I felt humbled to pay him homage with the following excerpts 

from a Facebook friend. 



  

" Duterte is passionate about serving the public and he evaluates the input from all parties and 

work for the betterment of the whole. He undertands the need and desires of the people and 

considers all options and leads in the right direction. 

  

He is knowledgeable about the law (a former Davao City prosecutor), and works well on 

community policies, procedures, organizational norms, etc. He is a motivator and initiator in the 

planning and implementing of the law, policies, ideas, programs, and events. 

  

He makes tough decisions and it goes with the job as a public servant. He understands that in 

certain situations, difficult and time decisions must be made in the best interest not only in 

Davao City but in the entire nation as well. He makes decisions that require firmness, authority 

and finality. 

  

He protects the people and he is always on the lookout for solutions to foster the long-term 

progress, looks for constructive solutions and focus in moving forward to stand in the over-all 

development of the country. 

  

He is intrinsically helpful and genuinely concerned for the welfare, safety, and security of the 

Filipino people. His thoughts in multiple scenarios and the possible impact of his decisions while 

considering viable effect that may proved to be helpful." (Shei La (my maternal grandmother's 

maiden name is Tua La) - Facebook) 

  

Those hgih school days produced such great businessmen like the Alcantara brothers, namely, 

Tomas who worked as chief of staff of former president Gloria Macapagal Arroyo, and brother 

Nicasio, who served as president of Petron Philippines. Another schoolmate, we belonged to the 

same section, is Dr. Amable Aguilus III PhD, who founded the AMA Group of Companies. 

Others such as Teddy Te, Joe Calida, Doromal brothers, and others have excelled in their own 

field of endeavors. 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

Daniel Padilla to endorse Mar Roxas? 
Karla Estrada assured her son Daniel Padilla about the track record of Liberal Party's 

presidentital candidate Mar Roxas. Mar has shown his true skin. 

Mar is not involved in graft and corruption with the Ombudsman. (Facebook photo) 

  

Karla Estrada is expecting a lot of criticisms about her selection of Mar Roxas which she epxects 

her son Daniel Padilla to endorse this coming presidential election. 

  

She disclosed her personal choice of the LPs presidential stalwart in an interview conducted by 

an entertainment magazine. Daniel Padilla is the other half of the love team Kathniel (Katharine 

Bernado and Daniel Padilla). 

  

Whether Daniel Padilla will personally endorse Mar Roxas will depend on how StarMagic will 

decide on its stars such as the Kathniel love team with the ABS-CBN.. 



 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Politicians cannot exploit AlDub for 2016, not even me – Tito 

Sotto 
 

AlDub is barred by Eat Bulaga from endorsing politicians for 2016 Sotto says he does not want 

the couple to be politicized The love team refused offers from two presidential candidates. 

 

MANILA, Philippines – The well-loved split-screen couple of Alden Richards and Maine 

Mendoza aka Yaya Dub are not allowed to endorse any politician running in 2016, this was 

according to Eat Bulaga host and Senator Vicente "Tito" Sotto. 

  

According to the lawmaker-comedian, the AlDub love team was prevented by the Eat Bulaga 

management from joining the political bandwagon by lending their endorsements to anyone 

running for public office in the next election, including 

himself. 

Sotto, who is seeking reelection in 2016, is part of GMA 7 popular noontime show’s Dabarkads 

(an anagram of the barkada, which means friends) group, to which Richards and Mendoza also 

belongs. 

  

He added he also has no plan to use AlDub in his campaign, anyway, because he wants people to 

take him seriously as a senator of the republic. Besides, he told a major daily newspaper that he 

does not want his friends in the EB, including the love team, to be politicized. 

  

"I am setting the example so that politicians will know we mean it. And we do not want our 

Dabarkads to be politicized," Sotto explained. 

  

The AlDub phenomenon, which has taken social media, and perhaps the whole nation by storm, 

has become so immensely popular that it is no longer a surprise for a politician to seek its 

endorsement come election period. 

  

As a matter of fact, Sotto revealed, the love team was already approached by two presidential 

candidates who wanted them as one of their celebrity endorsers. However, AlDub reportedly 

refused the offer. 

  

Due to their popularity, AlDub has been receiving numerous offers of endorsement contracts, not 

only from politicians but from different companies as well. 

  

Just recently, it was reported that Mendoza or Yaya Dub was spotted in Bonifacio Global City 

shooting a television commercial for a popular American fastfood. There were also reports that 

the duo will be the newest face of a giant telecommunication company. 

 



…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

29th SEA GAMES in MALAYSIA AUGUST 2016 

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, March 1, 2016:  

 
The South East Asian (SEA) Games Council meeting held on Wednesday, February 17 recorded 

the following appeals for the following 19 sports to be included in the sports programme of the 

29th SEA Games in Malaysia in August 2017: Baseball, Bodybuilding, Canoe, Contract Bridge, 

Fencing, Floorball, Jet Ski, Judo, Kabbadi, Kempo, Muay, Paragliding, Rowing, Sports 

Climbing, Tarong Derajat, Traditional Boat Race, Triathlon, Vovinam and Wrestling. 

In addition to the above 19 sports, additional events were requested for Swimming (8 events of 

50m that had been dropped), Athletics (8 events that had been dropped), Billiards & Snooker, 

Boxing (women’s events), Chinlone (women’s events), Cycling (BMX and Mountain Bike), 

Football (women’s event), Speed Skating Short Track, Pencak Silat (4 additional events), 

Petanque (3 additional events), Rugby 7s (women’s event), Sepaktakraw (1 men’s and 1 

women’s event), Taekwondo (women’s events), Weightlifting (women’s events) and Wushu 

(Sanda). 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

800 Years Ago, Our Fashionista Ancestors 

Already Wore Exquisite Gold Jewelry 

 
By Randy V. Urlanda  

Manila Bureau Chief Correspondent 

 

Based on archaeological discoveries, ancient Filipinos have been mining gold, silver, copper and 

iron long before Westerners first set foot on our soil. It was recorded that mines dating back to at 

least 1,000 BC have been found in the islands. 

So, when the Spaniards began its colonization of the archipelago in 1571, they were amazed that 

the islands were so gilded with gold that most of the gold mines had been neglected. By then, the 

islanders already possessed intricate gold jewelry and gold ingots handed down from antiquity 

and inherited from their ancestors. 

During that golden period, a man is considered poor and wretched if he did not own gold chains, 

earrings, and other gold ornaments in vogue in that ancient era. 

From pre-colonial times, gold has been the metal of choice of our forefathers. Right after the 

historic first Christian mass on the island of Limasawa in Southern Leyte (or in Mazaua in 

Agusan del Norte in Northeastern Mindanao as some historians claim) in the morning of March 



28, 1521, Antonio Pigafetta, the Venetian chronicler of the Magellan expedition, was astonished 

by the opulence lying around him which he never saw in his entire life in his native Italy. 

“On the island, where the king came to the ship, pieces of gold as large as walnuts and eggs are 

to be found, by sifting the earth. All the dishes of the king are of gold, and his whole house is 

very well set-up,” states Pigafetta in his account. “Even some portions of (the king’s) royal house 

are made of gold, too!” The young Italian travel writer went on to describe the huge gold 

ornaments, gold dagger handles, and tooth plating (around him).” 

On the gold work of ancient Filipino jewelers, Pigafetta had this to say about them “. . .they 

possess great skill in mixing it (gold) with other metals. They give it an outside appearance so 

natural and perfect, and so fine a ring, that unless it is melted they can deceive all men, even the 

best of silversmiths.” 

  

The excellent craftsmanship of our pre-colonial gold ornaments has attracted foreigners even 

before the arrival of the Spaniards in the early 16th century. Recent discoveries show that (a) 

gold jewelry of Philippine origin was found in Egypt, 9,454 kilometers away! 

  

According to the book, The Jewelry Art of Celia Molano, a Glimpse of Asian and Philippine 

Jewelry Traditions, “The extant jewelry pieces from an ancient Philippines, perhaps going back 

to the first millennium BC, retrieved from Butuan, Agusan del Norte, Samar and elsewhere, are 

clearly shorn of conventional Hindu, Buddhist, Chinese or Central Asian motifs. The 

conclusion,” says Molano, “is that the jewelry tradition in the Philippines comparable in 

antiquity to Asian relics, is a unique cultural development. 

  

 “Colonial records substantiate that such jewelry pieces were common everyday ornaments of the 

Filipinos,” concludes Molano, a noted creative artist that blends several universal wearing of 

gold ornaments among the natives.” 

  

The early Filipinos possessed a culture and technology that were quite advanced considering the 

timeline of history of science when it flourished. Waves of migrants from mainland Asia who 

came to settle in the islands contributed to the development of ancient Philippine civilization. 

  

After the arrival of Proto-Malays, a Mongol-Asiatic race that arrived around 2500 BC using 

oceanic vessels called balangay, the Deutero-Malays, an India-Asiatic race (Indian, Chinese, 

Siamese, and Arabic) came after them. They prevailed with a more superior and advanced 

culture. They possessed their own systems of writing, knowledge and skills in agriculture, 

metallurgy, jewelry-making, as well as boat-building. 

  

The balangay, a plank boat 15 meters long and four meters wide is propelled by sail of buri or 

nipa fiber and is large enough to hold 60-90 people. The balangay was the first wooden 

watercraft excavated in Southeast Asia and is evidence of early Filipino craftsmanship and their 

seamanship skills during the pre-colonial times. 

  



When the Spaniards came to the islands in the 15th century, industries such as mining, 

agriculture, fishing and pottery were already in place, and contacts with other Asian nations had 

been long established. 

  

Used as ornamentation, gold performed a central role in many aspects of pre-colonial Philippine 

life, according to the brochure of the permanent Pre-Colonial Gold exhibit at the Metropolitan 

Museum in Manila, which was first shown to the public in 1996. 

  

“Prestige,” continues the brochure “was measured by the amount of gold on the person. Gold 

ornaments were used to express human vanities, and to give security in the afterlife.” 

  

When some of these prehistoric, exquisitely crafted gold fashion accessories from Butuan (and 

other parts of the country) were viewed by foreign guests and locals alike during the opening of 

the exhibit at the Metropolitan Museum along Roxas Boulevard in Pasay City twenty years ago, 

they thought that (the ancient gold jewelry) came straight from expensive jewelry shops along 

Fifth Avenue in New York City. They couldn’t believe that these sophisticated gold ornaments 

were crafted by Filipino goldsmiths 800 years ago!   

     

Last year, selected pieces of the pre-colonial Philippine gold and artifacts were displayed at the 

Asia Society and Museum in New York City from September 11, 2015 up to January 3, 2016. 

  

The priceless exhibit focused on the wealth of the “golden age” of Butuan, a polity in Northern 

Mindanao that rose to prominence in the 13th century. The gold display included chains, jewelry, 

ritual bowls, funeral masks, and ceremonial weapons—objects that are testament to the rich and 

sophisticated culture already present in what would be the Philippine Islands prior to Western 

contact. 

  

During the pre-colonial period, men and women already wore gold ornaments to look attractive 

like pendants, bracelets, and leglets. Some wore gold fillings in gaps between the teeth. 

  

In Butuan, the remains of an archaic wooden trading boat dated to 320 AD, was unearthed near 

gold artifacts. This was evidence of a vibrant gold industry in the affluent pre-colonial economic 

hub of what is now Butuan City in Agusan del Norte. The gold industry attained its height from 

the 10th to the 14th century. 

  

The Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP) made important acquisitions, gathering exquisite gold 

ornaments of that classic age from major discoveries in Samar, Agusan and Surigao provinces in 

the late 1970s and early 1980s. 

  

“One dazzling manifestation of material culture that emerged from the period were gold 

ornaments that have been dated to a time long before the Spaniards landed on the islands,” 

continues the museum’s brochure on its pre-colonial gold jewelry exhibit. “Gold was found in 

many regions of the archipelago, so the ancient Filipinos mastered gold workings and created 

splendid works of gilded art. 

  



“These pre-historic gold objects are exquisite demonstrations of the Filipinos’ skillful mastery of 

a magical material, and his capacity for artistic excellence, both sources of national and cultural 

pride.” 

  

In rediscovering these ancestral treasures, Filipinos find themselves not only heirs to a land of 

gold, but also custodians of the legacy of a golden age. 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Houston Royal Oaks Leo Club Induction Ceremony 
 

The Houston Royal Oaks Leo Club announces the induction of its new officers and members on 

Saturday, March 12, 2016 at 6 in the evening. 

  

It will be held at the Grace United Church of Christ at 8515 Brookwulf Drive, Houston, TX 

77072. 

  

For information, please call 281-788-7654 and ask for Lion Emee Nisnisan. 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

FYP CULTURAL AMBASSADORS WORKSHOP 

HOUSTON - Marivic Punocultural chair ambassador announces FYP CULTURAL 

AMBASSADORS WORKSHOP, the first workshop for free slated to begin on Friday, March 

18, 2016 to be held at Neni Navarette's place at 3518 Honey Creek Drive, Sugar Land TX 77478 

between 6:30pm and 8:30pm. 

All dancers are welcome to join this first ever gathering of FYP workshop attendees intended to 

learn new dances. These new dances will also be a stepping stone to participate in out of town 

performances. 

All friends of FYP are requested to attend this gathering to learn also the history of each dance 

that will be presented during the workshop. So confirm your attendance by contacting Ms. 

Marivic Puno at 832-660-1999. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

The problems faced by Filipino Immigrants  

in the United States 

 
In June 2011, the New York Times published the heart touching story of Jose Antonio Vargas, (a 

Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist), where he admits his status as an undocumented immigrant in 

the US. The story is moving and perhaps captures the condition of many such Filipinos, who 



have wanted to live the American dream and make the US their home. The story is that of a 

young man who is committed to being an American, but being a journalist is forced to keep his 

true identity in the shadows. Jose Antonio Vargas writes: 

 

"I decided then that I could never give anyone reason to doubt I was an American. I convinced 

myself that if I worked enough, if I achieved enough, I would be rewarded with citizenship. I felt 

I could earn it. I’ve tried. Over the past 14 years, I’ve graduated from high school and college 

and built a career as a journalist, interviewing some of the most famous people in the country. 

On the surface, I’ve created a good life. I’ve lived the American dream. 

 

But I am still an undocumented immigrant. And that means living a different kind of reality. It 

means going about my day in fear of being found out. It means rarely trusting people, even those 

closest to me, with who I really am. It means keeping my family photos in a shoebox rather than 

displaying them on shelves in my home, so friends don’t ask about them. It means reluctantly, 

even painfully, doing things I know are wrong and unlawful. And it has meant relying on a sort 

of 21st-century underground railroad of supporters, people who took an interest in my future and 

took risks for me…" 

 

Filipinos to the US and plenty of them have settled in the Bay Area. But in spite of the number of 

years since the act and the free American society, the problems faced by the Filipinos (who are 

incidentally one of the most populous Asian groups in America) haven’t really reduced. 

Ever since the passage of the Immigration Act of 1965, there has been a large influx of 

The Filipinos as a race face several problems related to immigration and compared to other 

Asian cultures and like them too, the Filipinos have their own have distinctive problems. 

Problems with issues such as family immigrations dealing with that of visa s for parents, 

marriage, visas for the fiancée, etc are regular matters of worry. The community which has a 

large population of nurses in the US also faces issues related to employment based immigration. 

 

Considering the fact that migration of Filipinos to the US is rather large, their problems are 

crucial while some of challenges faced by these immigrants are age old, others are completely 

new. Problems such as increased immigration regulations, complex work environments, 

paperless records, new disease management concepts, are some of the specific problems faced by 

Filipino immigrants. 

 

Keeping these problems in mind, the Shah Peerally law Group PC, headquartered in the Bay 

area, seeks to intervene on behalf of the Filipino community and help them resolve some of these 

issues. 

 

Headed by Shah Peerally, attorney at law, the firm is planning to create a platform that will 

address the specific problems of the Filipino community and help them air their issues and 

problems. Shah Peerally law Group PC which have their in house radio show where you can hear 

Shah Peerally speak on specific issues related to Immigration problems of the immigrants. 

Besides this the Shah Peerally law Group PC wants to air the problems of the Filipino 

community and bring draw people s attention to these issues through the medium of TV and 

Internet services. The Shah Peerally law Group PC which has dealt with many such immigration 

issues, is confident that they can help out the members of this community. 



 

For details and any advice on specific issues you can call- 

 

Call us: (510) 742-5887 OR Email: info@peerallylaw.com 

 

 
 

 


