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NEWSMAKERS OF 2015 
 

No. 1 - Pope Francis Visit 
 
Pope Francis the current Pope of the Roman Catholic Church, a title holds as Bishop of Rome 

and Sovereign of the Vatican City. Born in Buenos Aires, Argentina, the Pope came to the 

Philippines on his first papal visit. The apostolic and state visit by the head of the Roman 

Catholic Church, January 15, 2015 was welcomed by Philippine President Benigno Aquino III in 

Malacanang Palace after a brief ceremony at the NAIA International Airport.  

 

His visit in Leyte was marred by a typhoon that shortened hi visit, and an accident that saw the  

death of one volunteer. Millions of catholics attended the Mass officiated by the Pope at the 

historic Luneta. 

 

The theme of Pope Francis' 2015 visit is "Mercy and Compassion" (Habag at Malasakit in 

Pilipino). 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………. 

  

No. 2 - Tanim Bala 
 
Numerous passengers were dismayed by the way screeners have conducted their duties in line 

with protecting the interest of the riding public. They ensure that no untoward incidents would 

mar what would be a friendly sky.  

 

Some passengers were subjected to searches as airport screeners find bullet in their carry on or 

checked in luggages. One passenger from the Ilocos Province missed her connecting flight to 

Hong Kong just to find herself in a further examination of her luggage to confirm the presence of 

a bullet which she has vehemently denied to be hers. She missed her connecting flight and 

eventually got kicked out of her job. 

 

Another passenger, an American missionary was detained for several days for his non-admission 

of the alleged charge leveled against him by the government personnel handling the screening 

machine at the domestic airport bound for Palawan where his family intends to build a 

missionary church. 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

No. 3 - Disqualification  case of Senator Grace Poe 
 
Nobody questioned her eligibility when she ran for the Senate in 2013. Her residency and 



citizenship were nowhere to be questioned as she garnered the highest number of votes for the 

Senate. And now, several petitioners were up against her when Poe decided to run for the highest 

position of the land. The Senate Electoral Tribunal voted to clear her of the allegation that she is 

not a Filipino citizen by birth. Poe decries the way the Commission on Elections has treated her 

unfairly. The Supreme Court must have decided the case on her citizenship by the time this 

maiden issue of the Philippine Sentinel has come out. 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

No.4 - Mamapasano Massacre 
 
Fourty four members of the elite Philippine National Police Special Action Force (SAF) were 

killed in an encounter with the Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom Fighters (BIFF) who were 

obviously securing the area where Malaysian terrorist and bomb maker Zulkifli Abdhir 

(Marwan) was killed. It was a police operation codenamed Oplan Exoducs that took place on 

Sunday, January 25, 2015 at Mamapasano, Maguindanao. 

 

It was alleged that some members of the United States Army Special Forces joined the PNP SAF 

in battling the combined forces of the BIFF and the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF to 

serve warrant of arrest for Marwan resulting in a deadly clash between the government forces 

and BIFF and MILF. 

 

President Aquino was blamed for the incident in a report prepared by Senator Grace Poe, 

chairperson of the committee on public order which has proposed to re-open the Mamapasano 

Incident in a Senate hearing to be conducted in the next few weeks. 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

No. 5 - Vice President Binay scandal 
 
The on-going graft and corruption cases brought up against Vice President Jejomar Binay by his 

erswhile cumpadre and former vice mayor of Makati City, Ernesto Mercado. Mercado is joined 

by lawyer Renato Bondal in their revelation of alleged kickbacks, overpriced construction of 

Makati Science High School building and the newly built Makati City Hall, and the Ospital ng 

Makati. 

 

Vice President Binay has vehemently denied the accusations and said that it was just a political 

ploy to undermine the various projects he has undertaken during his administration as mayor of 

Makati City. 

 

With no clear indication that the graft and corruption cases filed against the Vice President and 

his son, former Makati City Mayor Junjun Binay will be decided by the Ombudsman prior to the 

May 2016 presidential election, the Senate has proposed to continue with the Senate Blue 

Ribbon committee hearing co-chaired by Sen. Koko Pimentel, political ally of presidential 



aspirant, Davao City Mayor Rodrigo Dutere. 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

No. 6 - Miss Universe 2015 Pageant 
 
Miss Pia Alonzo Wurtzbach, Miss Universe 2015 winner was overwhelmed by the 

announcement of pageant host, Steve Harvey that he mistakenly announced the winner of the 

Miss Universie Pageant to Miss Columiba, Ariadna Gutierrez. After correcting his mistake, 

Steve Harvey went back onstage and announced it was Miss Philippine, Pia Wurtzback who 

should have won the crown of Miss Universe 2015. The epic mistake drew various criticisms 

from social media  to its former owner, Donald Trump who said he sold the beauty pageant in 

August 2015. 

 

The winner of the just concluded Miss Universe Pageant will soon be arriving in Manila, 

Philippines January 23, 2016 to be the bridesmaid of Miss Pauline Luna, soon to be married to 

Eat Bulaga host, Vic Sotto. The wedding is expected to be held on January 30, 2016 in an 

undisclosed location. 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

No. 7- Mayweather VS Pacquiao "The Fight of the Century" 
 
The May 2, 2015 boxing bout between undefeated Floyd Mayweather, Jr. and eight-division 

world champion and Philippine boxing icon Manny Pacquiao fought in a 12-round fight at MGM 

Grand Garden Arena in Las Vegas. Mayweather won the contest via unanimous decision, with 

two judges scoring116-112, and the other 118-110. The bout billed as the Fight of the Century, 

or the Battle for Greatness. 

 

Despite the media hype, the bout was disappointing to a lot of boxing afficionados, citing the 

"box and run" by five-time division champion Mayweather. It was revealed after the fight that 

the Filipino boxing champion sustained a right shoulder injury while training and thereafter 

healed prior to the fight. He re-injured his shoulder on the fourth round of his fight against 

Mayweather. Some critics branded the fight as "Better Never Than Late" rather than the The 

Fight of the Century. 

 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FRONT NEWS 
 

Papal Visit 2015 
 

A record-breaking ceremony for a papal event was noted by international media outfits as Pope Francis 

was welcomed by more than six million devotees in the Philippine last January 15, 2015. 

 

Pope Francis travelled to the Philippines after spending three days in Sri Lanka as part of his second 

Asian pilgrimage as pope.  

 

The Catholic influence is strong in the country where at least 86 percent of its 98.4 million people are 

identified under the said religion. 

 

The Pope, in one of his masses, praised the Filipino Catholics’ strong faith and challenged them to spread 

the Word. He also noted the upcoming 500
th
 anniversary of Christianity’s arrival in the country. 

 

He met with President Benigno Aquino III for about an hour before facing a large crowd of diplomats, 

public figures and others gathered at the Presidential Palace. 

 

He also visited the typhoon stricken province of Leyte and admired its people’s virtues of “heroic 

strength, faith and resilience.” The storm killed thousands and left hundreds of thousands homeless since 

December 2013.  

 

Pope Francis encouraged the people to extend their care of the poor, especially after Typhoon Haiyan  

(Yolanda) hit the country, particularly after the Bishops of the Philippines have declared 2015 as “The 

Year of the Poor.” 

 

The pontiff’s first historic visit to the Philippines was dedicated in part to the victims of Typhoon Haiyan, 

locally known as Yolanda.  

 

It remained to be the strongest storm that ever hit the land, creating 23 feet high storm surge, destroying 

practically everything in its path in November 8, 2013. Around 90 percent of Tacloban, Leyte was 

destroyed and more than 14.5 million people were affected.  

 

This made the Pope decide to visit the Philippines. 

 

However, a storm has forced Pope Francis to shorten his trip to Tacloban. Nonetheless, he continued to 

celebrate Mass with thousands of worshippers amid strong winds and pouring rain before announcing that 

he had to leave early because of the worsening weather condition. 

 

During his last day in the Philippines, the Pope celebrated an outdoor mass at the Quirino grandstand with 

over six million devotees crowding the streets. Despite the heavy rain, the atmosphere at the grounds 

remained captivated with the meek and gentle pontiff. Many have camped in and around the park to catch 

a glimpse of the pope. 

 

Pope Francis, in his mass, focused on compassion, family and the environment.  

 

Before the final Mass, the Pope met with religious leaders and 20,000 students at the University of Santo 

Tomas, the largest Catholic university in Asia.  



 

He then listened to several children speak about their experiences of growing up on the streets and finding 

God amidst hardships. 

 

 

Philippines holds biggest security operations for Pope 
 

President Aquino dubbed the event as a security nightmare for the government as Pope Francis opted to 

ride the open Popemobile along the streets of Manila for hours in hopes of getting closer to the people. 

 

The government has activated the biggest intelligence operation of its security forces for the Pope – more 

massive than what was done for US President Barack Obama’s visit. 

 

Reports revealed that covert operations in the entire Philippines started as early as December and at least 

25,000 military and police personnel were deployed to ensure the safety of the pope and the public. 

 

Aquino disclosed that the security for Pope Francis doubled than that was given him daily by the 

Presidential Security Group (PSG). He also personally made random inspections along the Pope’s 

motorcade routes and noted on even the smallest details such as an ill-placed crane. 

 

Presidential spokesman Edwin Lacierda noted that such minute observations showed how the President 

was “very mindful of the surroundings.” 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

NAIA “Laglag-Bala” Scam 
 

Passengers of the Ninoy Aquino International Airport were angered late last year by an alleged 

bullet-planting scam with airport police and security personnel accused of extorting their victims. 

 

The modus operandi, locally known as laglag-bala or tanim-bala, reportedly persisted at the said airport 

for 20 years. It caught the attention and ire of the riding public and the media only last year when one of 

the victims exposed the scam late in October.  

 

Many others followed suit, including an American missionary whose Filipina step-mother recorded the 

bullet-planting scam in video and revealed how a police officer tried to wring P30,000 from them.  

 

The con is performed by an unscrupulous group of airport police by putting a bullet inside a passenger’s 

luggage and later extorting money, apparently to prevent the latter missing their flight and facing related 

charges in court.  

 

Many victims of the tanim-bala scam came forward to reveal and complain the said issue, including Rhed 

de Guzman, a Fil-Am caregiver from Los Angeles who filed her affidavit at the Philippine Consulate. 

American missionary Lane Michael White also appeared before the Senate Blue Ribbon committee 

hearing to testify about the extortion efforts made against him. Gloria Ortinez, an Overseas Filipino 

Worker (OFW) in Hong Kong also complained of being framed-up by airport staff. 

 

The similarities in the testimonies of said scam victims were corroborated by several who used to work 

with the NAIA ground security and those who are related to them. 



 

A former employee of the Office of Transportation Security, who identified himself simply as “Manuel”, 

revealed that there are three types of tanim-bala victims: those who bring bullets as amulets or charms, 

those who accidentally leave bullets in their bags, and those who did not bring any ammunition at all but 

were planted by airport personnel. 

 

All these types of passengers were subjected to extortion.  

 

Manuel further disclosed that retired servicemen are not picked as victims because they likely know 

someone from the U.S. Embassy to whom they can report the incident. He also insisted that the 

familiarization among the airport ground staff makes it easier for them to implement this scheme. 

 

Meanwhile, the widow of one of NAIA’s x-ray screener, who was involved in the same crime, came 

forward to expose the syndicate’s strategy. 

 

The whistle-blower, who refused to be named, stated that scammers primarily target passengers with 

connecting or domestic flights. “Spotters” would choose potential victims and plant a bullet, usually a .22, 

in their luggage. This will only take seconds until a “Whisperer” will pressure the victim into paying his 

or her way out of the situation.  

 

She furthered that scammers rake in hundreds of thousands of pesos every day until the controversy was 

exposed. Accordingly, x-ray operators and spotters obtain 60 and 40 percent of the proceeds respectively.  

 

 

President Aquino downplays issue 
 

President Benigno S Aquino III has recently insisted that the issue of tanim-bala scam in NAIA have been 

“sensationalized.” 

 

He added that these allegations have not yet been proven and some people are merely taking advantage of 

the issue by blowing it out of proportion. 

 

Aquino mentioned that only about 1,200 of 34 million passengers every year have been apprehended for 

possession of ammunition at the NAIA.  He also noted that out of this number, only three complained 

that airport officials pressured them to pay to avoid detention and missing their flights. 

 

The president insisted on finding proofs that will support allegations against the PNP-Aviation Security 

Group. 

 

Meanwhile, Department of Transportation and Communications (DOTC) Secretary Joseph Abaya echoed 

Aquino’s sentiments that the cases of bullet planting in airport terminals have been blown out of 

proportion. 

 

 

Tougher Law vs tanim-bala scammers 
 

Senator Miriam Defensor-Santiago said she will file a bill to amend Republic Act 10591, or the 

“Comprehensive Firearms and Ammunition Regulation Act”. 

 

The amendment seeks to increase penalty against planting evidence.  



 

If approved, any person found guilty of placing a bullet, a firearm, or parts of either, with the intent of 

incriminating another, may be imprisoned for 12 years and a day up to 20 years or reclusion temporal. 

 

At present, the minimum year of imprisonment is six. 

 

 

AVSEC Unit Chief sacked 
 

Aviation Security Group-NCR chief Senior Superintendent Ricardo Layug Jr., was relieved from his post 

following the mounting criticism on tanim-bala scam against the airport police. 

 

He was replaced by Senior Superintendent Adolfo Samala. 

 

Seven other personnel from the AVSEC Group have been relieved for the failure to report on incidents of 

intercepted ammunition in airports. 

 

The Aviation Security Group, however, stated that this is merely a “part of rotation” on the Philippine 

National Police (PNP)’s part. Layug has been the chief of AVSEC-NCR since late December 2014. 

 

The group also denied assumptions that Layug’s relief implies his involvement in the purported scam. 

 

It was also insisted that the aviation police are not the front-liners of airport security. Accordingly, they 

only step in once the Office of Transportation Security (OTS) personnel finds contraband in the bags of 

passengers.  

 

OTS staff are also being investigated for their supposed involvement in the scam. 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

Disqualification Case against Senator Poe’s Presidential Bid 
 

Senator Grace Poe is back on the Philippine presidential race as the Supreme Court upheld its Temporary 

Restraining Order (TRO) against the disqualification cases before the Commission on Elections 

(COMELEC). 

 

The ruling, released by the SC last January 12, affirms the two TROs issued by Chief Justice Maria 

Lourdes Sereno in favor of Poe. 

 

While the TRO stays in effect, Poe’s name remains on the ballot as a candidate for President. 

 

It can be recalled that the SC ordered the COMELEC to temporarily stop enforcing its ruling to cancel the 

senator’s candidacy for president.  

 

COMELEC canceled Poe’s Certificate of Candidacy (COC) in December, acting on four separate 

complaints insisting that she was not a natural-born Filipino because she was a foundling, and that she 

failed to meet the 10-year residency requirement as she used to live in the United States.  

 

Following the release of this ruling, an oral argument is set on January 19 where the camp of Poe will 

speak, followed by COMELEC commissioners Arthur Lim and Rowena Guanzon, and the four 



petitioners: former Senator Francisco Tatad, former University of the East law dean Amado Valdez, 

lawyer Estrella Elamparo, and professor Antonio Contreras. 

 

Solicitor General Florin Hilbay, who was invited as the “tribune of the people”, will speak last. 

 

Results from the day-long oral arguments is expected to be released two to three weeks after. 

 

 

Frustration on COMELEC’s disregard of facts 
 

Straight from her Christmas holiday in Hong Kong, Poe faced the media to address several issues; among 

these is her exasperation over COMELEC’s disregard of the evidences she presented to prove that she 

complied with the 10-year residency requirement for presidency. 

 

Accordingly, Poe submitted several documents to COMELEC such as her TID ID, the proof of sale of 

their house, her email exchanges with the movers, the school transcript of her children, and her 

declaration of citizenship. 

 

Poe maintained that all these proved that she was already in the country in 2005.  

 

However, the presidential candidate protested that these were not even reviewed by COMELEC 

commissioners, nor discussed with her. 

 

“Hindi ako makapaniwala na lahat sila doon ay abogado, na hindi nila titingnan ang ebidensya... 

Sasabihin nila na ako raw ay hindi nagsasabi ng totoo, paano nila masasabi yun eh hindi man lang nila 

ako kinausap? Ni hindi man lang nila tiningnan yung mga isinumite ko,” Poe said. 

 

With the upcoming oral arguments on the 19th, Poe expects that the Supreme Court will grant her the 

opportunity to present her evidences to disprove questions about her citizenship and residency status. 

 

 

 

Issue on citizenship 
 

One of the main concerns in Sen. Grace Poe’s disqualification in the presidential bid is her citizenship. 

 

Disqualified presidential aspirant Rizalito David claimed that since Poe is a foundling, there is a 

possibility that she is not a natural-born citizen.  

 

Article IV, Section 2 of the Philippine 1987 Constitution states that “natural-born citizens are those who 

are citizens of the Philippines from birth without having to perform any act to acquire or perfect their 

Philippine citizenship.” 

 

David argued Poe’s citizenship due to the unknown nationality of her biological parents. She was adopted 

by celebrity couple Susan Roces and Fernando Poe Jr., who also ran for presidency in 2004 but lost to 

Gloria Arroyo. 

 

Nonetheless, majority of the Senate Electoral Tribunal (SET) voted that Poe, who was naturalized as a 

citizen of the United States in 2001 when she moved there with her husband, also validly reacquired her 

natural-born Filipino citizenship after taking her Oath of Allegiance to the Philippines in 2006.  



 

She renounced her US citizenship in 2010 as required by RA 9225 or the Citizenship Retention and 

Re-acquisition Act of 2003. 

 

Issue on residency 
 

The second division of COMELEC ruled in December 1, 2015 that Sen. Poe is not a resident of the 

Philippines for the last 10 years immediately preceding the May 9, 2016 elections, as required by Article 

VII, Section 2 of the Philippines 1987 Constitution to be elected as president. 

 

It was also found out that the presidential forerunner deliberately attempted to mislead or misinform the 

electorate by supplying a false answer to her period of residence in her COC for president.  

 

Consequently, COMELEC denied her due course and canceled her COC. 

 

Reports revealed that Poe supplied the answer “10 years and 11 months” to her period of Philippine 

residency. This negates her statement in her COC for Senator in 2012 where she indicated that she is a 

resident for “6 years and 6 months.”  

 

Computation based on the latter makes her Philippine residency for only nine years and six months by 

May elections.  

 

Moreover, according to COMELEC’s Second Division, Grace Poe became a resident only in July 2006, 

when she applied for dual citizenship, and short of the 10-year residency mandate.  

 

The complaint was dismissed, however, when Poe admitted error in her 2012 COC for Senator. 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

Mamasapano Massacre 
 

Exactly a year after the brutal encounter between the Special Action Force (SAF) and Muslim rebels in 

Maguindanao, the Senate will reopen the case investigation into the Mamasapano massacre on January 

25. 

 

The Senate Committee on Rules, chaired by Sen. Alan Peter Cayetano, approved the conduct of 

additional public hearings. 

 

Senate Minority Leader Juan Ponce Enrile requested last October 7 for a public investigation into the 

massacre of 44 SAF troopers, 18 combatants of the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) and 

Bangsamoro Islamic Freedom Fighters (BIFF), and five civilians in Mamasapano, Maguindanao.   

 

Even so, Sen. Grace Poe, chairperson of the Senate Committee on Public Order and Dangerous Drugs, 

assured that the reopening of the probe will not void the results of the previous findings made by her 

panel, contained in Committee Report No. 120.  

 

The report stated, among others, that then suspended National Police Chief Director General Alan 

Purisima had committed usurpation of authority while former SAF Chief Director Getulio Napeñas 

committed grave misconduct when he followed Purisima’s “orders” in implementing the Oplan Exodus.  

 



Poe’s statement follows Cayetano’s remark that Section 32 of the Rules of the Senate provides that a 

reopening of an investigation will void previous findings unless it is conducted based on new matters 

arising after the report.  

 

Meanwhile, the House of Representatives declined any move to reopen the probe as it is already 

finalizing its report. 

 

According to House Committee on Public Order and Safety chairman Negros Occidental Rep. Jeffrey 

Ferrer, the House Panel has already conducted several public hearings last year and a draft of their report 

is already ready for distribution to other House committees conducting similar investigation “for 

comments, observation, and inputs.” 

 

Brutal killing of SAF commandos 
 

The 70-member unit of SAF were sent to Mamasapano, Maguindanao on January 25, 2015 to execute 

Oplan Exodus to arrest Malaysian terrorist Zulkifli Abdhir alias Marwan, and a Filipino bomb maker 

Basit Usman.  

 

Originally meant to serve arrest warrant to Marwan and Usman, the operations led to the brutal killing of 

SAF troopers. 

 

Three platoons of the elite SAF entered the guerilla enclave of Tukanalipao where they raided a hut 

believed to be the hide-out of Marwan. A firefight between the supposed suspect and the police forces 

alerted the BIFF and MILF 118th Command in the area.  

 

Further investigations revealed that the SAF had little time to retrieve the suspects body so they just cut 

off his finger, took a photo, and left his body there.  

 

At around 6:00am, a text message was sent by the SAF 61D Battalion to Napeñas informing that they 

were already pinned down.  

 

The SAF forces was ambushed, outnumbered and massacred by the 300-members of BIFF protecting 

Usman. 

 

NBI: No new evidence on Mamasapano 
 

The National Bureau of Investigation stated that no new evidence was found in the Mamasapano 

massacre. 

 

NBI Director Virgilio Mendez clarified that no further proofs or new witnesses were found by their 

investigators expect for what has already been presented.  

 

Mendez also declined to comment on the Senate’s reopening of the investigation. 

 

Meanwhile, the Malacañang has denounced the Senate’s move as “politically motivated”, with a probable 

purpose of giving media mileage to some 2016 political contenders. 

 

Sacked SAF chief Getulio Napeñas, who is running for senator in the May 2016 elections, welcomed the 

reinvestigation, stating that the previous probe was incomplete. 

 



Napeñas told reporters that further information on the incident has to come out. 

 

“I welcome the inquiry; that’s good so the new information or any facts of the incident or those not 

known by the people would come out,” he said. 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

VP Binay Graft Case 
 

Graft and corruption cases, among many others, against Vice President Jejomar Binay may have to wait 

until the end of his term before it can be filed. 

 

This was an observation made by Ombudsman spokesperson and Field Investigation Office acting 

director Maria Janina Hidalgo following the string of cases found probable against Vice President Binay, 

his son Makati Mayor Jejomar “Junjun” Binay Jr., and 22 others over the alleged overpriced construction 

of the Makati City Hall Building II. 

 

This is on top of the anomalous construction of the Makati Science High School, and the anomalous deal 

between the University of Makati and the Systems Technology Institute (STI). 

 

Hidalgo stated that the older Binay is currently immune from charges, thus, the office of the Ombudsman 

will have to wait until the end of his term before filing the case. 

 

“If he wins the presidential elections, then we will have to wait for another six years,” she maintained.  

 

Ombudsman Conchita Carpio-Morales refuted claims by the Binay camp that the decisions were released 

in time with the upcoming May elections to railroad Binay Sr.’s presidential campaign.  

 

Morales stated that investigations started since September 15, 2014 and results were incidental to the 

campaign period.  

 

She added that Binay, being an impeachable officer, is not immune from investigations. 

 

Binay, his son, daughter, and 22 other officials of the Makati government were subjected to graft, 

corruption, malversation of funds, and falsification of public documents before the Sandiganbayan. 

 

Makati City Hall Building II “Carpark” Project 
 

Investigation conducted by the Ombudsman revealed the anomalous deals concerning the Makati Carpark 

Project where Vice President Binay, during his term as Makati Mayor, approved several payments and 

other documents despite the lack of proper procedures.  

 

In lieu of this, Binay was found liable for four counts of violation of Section 3 (e) of Republic Act 3019 

or the Anti-Graft and Corrupt Practices Act, one count of malversation of public funds as defined under 

the Revised Penal Code, and six counts of falsification of public documents. 

 

The said charges cover the offenses of the older Binay for his involvement in the first two phases of the 

project. Meanwhile, his son will be charged with the same counts for his participation in phases two to six 

of the Makati Carpark Project during his stint as the city mayor. 

 



Morales disclosed that the two Binays approved the Bids and Awards Committee resolutions, notices of 

awards, contracts and payments using unnumbered/undated disbursement vouchers and obligation 

requests. 

 

A “conspiracy” among the respondents was also evident on records showing that the project was awarded 

to MANA Architecture and Interior Design, Co. without holding a public bidding. The Ombudsman also 

cited the four payments made to MANA, totaling to P11.97 million, “despite the incomplete submission 

of design plans, working drawings and technical specifications.” 

 

It was also found out the Mayor Junjun Binay and other city officials manipulated the outcome of five 

public biddings to ensure that contracts for the last four phases of the project will be awarded to 

Hilmarc’s Construction Company. 

 

Investigations further revealed that the construction of the Makati Carpark began without the approved 

design standards, contract plans, agency cost estimates, detailed engineering and programs of work.  

 

The overpriced project amounted to P2.28 billion.  

 

Mayor Junjun Binay was later removed from office and was ordered dismissal and perpetual 

disqualification from service for administrative charges of grave misconduct and serious dishonesty over 

the said project. 

 

The mayor’s renouncement of position only came days after a tense row with the Sandiganbayan and the 

Philippine National Police. The younger Binay refused to leave his office at the Makati City Hall as his 

supporters held a vigil outside the building and his father embroiled in a stand-off with one of the police 

officers.  

 

University of Makati and STI 
 

Graft and plunder complaints were likewise filed against the Binays by whistleblower Renato Bondal, the 

opponent of the younger Binay in the 2013 mayoralty elections. 

 

This is over the alleged irregularities in the dealings of the University of Makati (UMak) and Systems 

Technology Institute (STI).  

 

Bondal claimed that the Binays, UMak President Tomas Lopez, and four others have committed plunder, 

malversation and public funds, graft and violation of RA 9784 or the Government Procurement Reform 

Act. 

 

Accordingly, the government of Makati and STI created the Philippine Health Educators Inc. (PHIE) in 

December 2003 to manage UMak’s College of Nursing. 

 

Bondal asserted that PHEI only became a venue for corruption among the respondents. 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

 



EDITORIAL 

The rebirth of the Philippine Sentinel 
In the advent of the computer age, everything has changed its course. From mailed and 

postmarked letters which normally would take about 2 weeks to emails or emails with 

attachments that would be received in minutes. 

Philippine Sentinel, since its establishment in 1987 as a community newspaper embarked on a 

mission to publish the Filipino American community newspaper with news from the Philippines 

and elsewhere in Texas, and in some other states. 

It has grown from a tabloid size print newspaper to a broad sheet to accomodate Class A 

advertising accounts such as the PHILIPPINE AIRLINES and WESTERN UNION  as its major 

advertisers. 

Until April 2005, when the continuity of the Philippine Sentinel was in peril. The publisher 

suffered three major medical operations. Its final and last publication in March 2005 has 

definitely overshadowed the decision to continue on despite the setback suffered by the 

publisher. 

Now 10 years after, with the constant egging of some leaders in the Filipino American 

community in Houston, Texas, Edward B. Libranda, its executive editor and publisher of the 

Philippine Sentinel since 1987, sucummbed to the wishes to energize again the Philippine 

Sentinel but in digital form. 

January 18, 2016, after 10 years in the print newspaper business, Philippine Sentinel will now be 

read in digital form, not only in Houston, Texas, but throughout the word under its URL 

www.philippinesentinel.com 

Its new website will contain some of the major events in Texas, news, immigration, sports, 

entertainment, travel news, to name a few. 

Let me congratulate also Mr. Randy V. Urlanda, former editor of Panorama Magazine, a weekly 

magazine of the Manila Bulletin, who has accepted to be the Manila Bureau Chief 

Correspondent, Ms. Yash Torib, a fellow officer with the Philippine Coast Guard Auxiliary 

(PCGA), and a news reporter fo Maritime News, to be my Manila Bureau Senior Correspondent, 

and a Ms. Adelle "Ace" Aenlle Cruz, a blogger and former campus journalist with the University 

of the Philippines. And lastly, Ms. Cha Bognalbal, a contributing writer, a former columnist of 

the defunct Philippine Sentinel print newspaper. 

Welcome to the maiden issue of the first digital publication of the Philippine Sentinel, "The First 

Filipino Community Newspaper in Texas Since 1987."  

 

http://www.philippinesentinel.com/


……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

News at a Glance 

Supreme Court clears EDCA 

The Enhanced Defense Cooperation Agreement (EDCA) is a 2014 agreement between the 

United States and the Philippines that seeks to bolster the U.S.–Philippine alliance. The 

agreement allows the United States to rotate troops into the Philippines for extended stays and 

allows the U.S. to build and operate facilities on Philippine bases, for both American and 

Philippine forces. The U.S. is not allowed to establish any permanent military base. It also gives 

Philippine personnel access to American ships and planes. The EDCA is a supplemental 

agreement to the previous Visiting Forces Agreement. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Pinoy vetoes pension hike 

President Benigno Aquino III vetoed the bill increasing the monthly pension to Php 2,000. After 

a carefully study of the effect of raising the monthly pension of SSS pensioners, the President 

thumbed down the bill sponsored by Partylist Cong. Neri Colmenares and Senator Cynthia 

Villar. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Gun ban now enforced 

The Philippine National Police (PNP) in the coordination with the Commission on Elections 

(COMELEC) sets up checkpoints all over the country in preparation for the May 2016 national 

elections. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Manila files protest over China test flight  

Passengers of two Chinese commercial airlines, Hainan Airlines plane and a China Southern 

Airlines plane pose for a souvenir photo on Kagitingan (Fiery Cross) Reef in the Spratlys that 

China has transformed into an airfield. The two-hour flight of the two commercial planes left the 

Hainan province on Jan. 6. 

The Philippine Department of Foreign Affairs has said it would file a protest at the weekend 

incident. 



………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Entertainment 

Wedding from December 2015 to January 2016 

Eat Bulaga host Vic "Bossing" Sotto and fiance Paulene Luna, co-host of GMA's noontime show 

Eat Bulaga has decided to move their long awaited wedding from December 2015 to January 

2016. 

According to a reliable source, the couple is awaiting the arrival of Miss Universe 2015, Miss Pia 

Alonzo Wurtzback, who will stand as Paulene's bridesmaid. Miss Wurtzbaack is slated to arrive 

on January 23, 2016. 

The wedding list includes close friends and relatives only. Expected to attend are all the 

"Dabarkads" of the noontime show. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

GERMAN MORENO, 1933-2016 
German "Kuya Germs" Moreno, long time host of Thats Entertainment and Walang Tulugan 

With the Master Showman, a televised weekly show on GMA TV-7, suffered a cardiac arrest at 

St. Lukes Medical Center - Quezon City and died on the same day, January 8, 2016. He was 

rushed to the hospital by his nephew John Nite said in a statement. German Moreno was 82 years 

old. 

A year ago, on January 2, 2015, he suffered a mild heart attack according to his son, Federico 

Moreno, his condition improved, and a few months later returned to his usual work as host of 

Walang Siyesta and Walang Tulugan 

German parents were Jose Calvo Moreno, a Filipino-Spanish and Aurora Moline. He had one 

sister, Pilar Moreno Nite. His father passed away after an accident. Moreno worked as a taxi 

driver for his aunt's taxi company, and later on with Don Zarah of the old Clover Theater in Sta. 

Cruz, Manila as a janitor, and later on became a dancer in 1957, 

Moreno moved to Sampaguita Pictures in 1963 and starred in numerous comedy movies, 

working together with the biggest stars at that time such as, Dolphy, Panchito, Gloria Romero, 

and Susan Roces.It was in Sampanguita Pictures where he met his longtime co-host Ike Lozada. 

His biggest break in show business came on television during the 1970s when Moreno became 

the host of Sunday noontime variety show, GMA Supershow (first known as Germside and 

Germspecial). He eventually became the host, starbuilder and producer of Thats Entertainment 

He is the founder of the Eastwood City Walk of Fame in Quezon City, Philippines, patterned to 

the Hollywood Walk of Fame in Hollywood, California. Since 1996, FAMAS started to give out 

the Youth Achievement Award, named after him. The German Moreno Youth Achievement 

Award is given to a batch of young stars that have exemplar performances in the motion picture 

industry. 



It was followed by the German Moreno Power Tandem Award in 2014 by the Philippine Movie 

Press Club, recognizing the most phenomenal love teams in Philippine television. He was also 

the former president of Katipunan ng mga Artistang Pilipino sa Pelikula at Telebisyon (KAPPT). 

In April 2013, Moreno celebrated his 50th anniversary in the Philippine entertainment industry 

with a tribute special entitled "50 Years With The Master Showman" in the Newport Performing 

Arts Theater, Resorts Wold Manila, Pasay City. The special was attended by Moreno's 

"anak-anakan"'s (his discoveries) throughout his five decades in showbiz. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

SPORTS 

Philippine boxing icon and Saranggani Congressman Manny Paquiao has reached an agreement 

with his promoter Bob Arum of Top Rank Promotions to promote his next fight with Timothy 

Bradley who won their first bout which some boxing analysts said Pacquiao had won the 

controversial fight. The return bout between the Pacquiao and Bradley was easily won by the 

8-time world champion in a unanimous decision.  

Bob Arum said that the legendary Filipino will fight Timothy Bradley for a third time on April 9, 

2016 at the MGM Grand in Las Vegas, Nevada. 

 

Its not going to be Manny's last fight said Arum who thinks that Manny, who just turned 37 

could still  fight on after locking horn with Bradley. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

ASEAN Tourism Forum 2016 Manila 

Springboard for Integration of ASEAN as One Single 

Tourist Destination 

By Randy V. Urlanda 

Almost every day of the year in countless communities and towns, and in more than 500 cities 

and 81 provinces in the Philippines, there is a colorful, wonderful and exciting festival 

happening. 

The Filipinos love to celebrate and they show it with their love of food. With Malay, Spanish, 

Chinese and Indian influences, Philippine cuisine is as vivid and vibrant as the blur of 

multi-colored hues of the dancers’ costumes. Mix good faith with friendly and fun-loving people, 

and you get a country where foreigners feel at home almost instantly. 



Fine, white sand beaches or crashing waves, picturesque green lakes or serene blue lagoons, 

magnificent mountains, pastoral countryside or modern urban centers, the Philippines has it all. 

For holidaymakers, business travelers, and tourists from Southeast Asia and other regions of the 

world to savor the natural and man-made attractions in the country, the Philippines is playing 

host to the 35
th

 Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) Tourism Forum in Manila 

from January 18-25, 2016. 

The ASEAN Tourism Forum (ATF) is a cooperative regional effort to promote the region as one 

tourist destination where Asian hospitality and cultural diversity are at its best. This annual event 

involves all tourism industry sectors of the 10-member nations in Southeast Asia—Brunei 

Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar (last year’s host), the Philippines, 

Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam.  

The Philippine Department of Tourism (DOT) is hosting the ATF 2016, which will be held at the 

SMX Convention Center in Pasay City, with the theme “One Community for Sustainability.” 

The 35
th

 edition of the Forum will launch the new ASEAN Tourism Strategic Plan 2016-2020, 

which will work towards not only the development and growth of the region’s tourism, but also 

in ensuring that its progress is grounded on responsible, sustainable and inclusive tourism. 

Tourism ministers of the ASEAN member states are expected to attend the event as well as heads 

of international organizations, representatives from dialogue partners, and heads of national 

tourism organizations. The ATF will involve 200 government meetings, 450 travel exchanges to 

be attended by buyers from 60 countries and 1,500 sellers to be covered by 110 international and 

50 local media. 

The SMX Convention Center is the largest private venue, with 21,000 square meters of leasable 

space, in the Philippines for trade events, industry conventions, corporate functions, and 

international exhibitions. It is located beside the SM Mall of Asia. The Philippines is hosting the 

yearly tourism conference for the fourth time. The country first played host to ATF in 1987. 

Travelers will not run out of reason to visit the country because Filipinos assure them that they 

are off to a complete travel experience in what travel media, such as Conde Nast Traveler, Travel 

+Leisure, Lonely Planet, and TripAdvisor.com consider as “one of the most beautiful and most 

exciting places to visit in the world.”    

“Experience a more visual Philippines, not one way, not two ways, but as a multi-level 

destination,” says Dee Mandigma of DOT’s Media and Communications Service. “From north to 

south, east to west, the Philippines are a multi-experience destination.” 

For the government to lay claim to be the “rising tiger” in the global tourism arena, it works 

together with various regional administrative units and private sectors from different provinces to 

draw on potential assets and resources. 



With all 10 ASEAN member nations working hand in hand with public and private sectors, much 

progress has been made in growing a sustainable tourism industry in the region towards the 

realization of making it as one single tourist destination. 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

MASONRY 

By Fr. Emeterio Barcelon, S.J., Manila Bulletin, Jan. 14, 2016 

In the Philippines and in many Catholic countries, Freemasonry has been controversial. I 

remember as a seminarian we used to figure out how to counteract Freemasonry. And yet 

Masonry is the offspring of the associations that built the cathedrals of Europe in the middle 

ages, meaning about the tenth and to the fifteenth centuries. After the cathedrals were built, these 

brotherhoods took in members who were no longer builders but followed the guidelines of the 

brotherhood, therefore no longer builders but free masons. The main aim was to take good men 

and to try to make them better. For them truth and freedom were essential so that from the 16th 

century on, there was a clash between them and the Catholic Church because church and state 

were joined in the anointing of kings. Accordingly, in the fight against kings, it was necessary to 

also fight the Church. 

With the spread of democracy, our rulers no longer have the right to rule from divine origin and 

are not anointed by the Church. There is separation of Church and State. And therefore Masons 

did not have to fight the Church in order to fight the kings. It was logical for the Church to 

condemn Freemasonry because it was fighting the Church. This was the Freemasonry of the 

contemporaries of Jose Rizal. 

But with Vatican II, the condemnation of Masonry was lifted mainly through the lobbying of the 

German bishops who in their life times did not have the experience of Masonry fighting the 

Church in order to fight regal states. Accordingly the Canon Law of 1977, the rule book of the 

Church, following Vatican II, no longer automatically condemned Freemasons. Masons who 

insist on fighting the Church will still be condemned because of their going against the Church, 

not because they are Masons. Catholics can now belong to Freemasonry without guilt or qualms 

of conscience. The ritual of Freemasonry still uses the Bible and passages of the Bible in their 

initiations like the Psalms and 1Corinthians 13. 

Freemasons have had a big influence on the Philippines starting from the Madrid friends of Jose 

Rizal down to the Japanese occupation to the present. They had to fight the Church in order to 

fight the state. Assemblyman Bennito Soliven (later Bataan Death March hero) passed a religious 

instruction bill, before WWII, which President Quezon vetoed, rumored from the Masonic 

influence of Gen. Douglas McArthur. But those days are past. Freemasonry no longer has to 



fight the Church in its effort to make good men better. (Whether this turned out good for the 

Church is not clear. But one bad effect of this was and is the ignorance of Filipino Catholics 

about their faith so that they are easy prey to dissident evangelizers.) 

As a friend of mine who is a fierce promoter of Masonry insists, there is no more contention 

between Masonry and the Church. They both want our salvation, although Masonry has become 

non-religious and accepts any faith, not only the Christian faith. Masons can be good Masons as 

well as good Catholics or Protestant Christians. Masonry has a strong influence in making good 

people better, as they proclaim. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

DACA on Immigration 

Two years ago, the Department of Homeland Security implemented a program called Deferred 

Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA), a form of immigration relief available to certain 

qualifying young persons. Since its implementation, DACA has positively affected thousands of 

lives, providing opportunities and benefits that many young noncitizens had been denied for 

years. Studies conducted since its implementation show that DACA recipients have markedly 

improved economic and social stability, and increased confidence in the job market and in 

dealing with government institutions. Reviews of the now two-year-old program are 

overwhelmingly encouraging.  

DACA is available to certain young persons (under age 31 as of June 15, 2012) who: (1) entered 

the United States before June 15, 2007 and before reaching age 16; (2) have resided in the United 

States continuously since at least June 15, 2007 and up to the present date; (3) are currently in 

high school, have graduated from high school or obtained a certificate of completion or GED, or 

are an honorably discharged veteran of the Coast Guard or U.S. Armed Forces; and, (4) have not 

been convicted of a felony, significant misdemeanor (including DUI), or three or more 

misdemeanors. DACA relief does not confer lawful status or a path to permanent residence or 

citizenship, but, when granted, will defer any removal action against the applicant for a period of 

two years, subject to renewal. During the two-year period, the applicant will be eligible to apply 

for work authorization, and if granted, can apply for a Social Security number, driver’s license, 

and other state benefits. DACA recipients can work lawfully for any employer, open bank 

accounts, apply for credit cards, and in some instances, receive permission to travel 

internationally.  

Persons who did apply for DACA benefits when DACA first became available are now eligible 

to renew DACA status for another two years. DACA is only granted in two-year increments, and 

DACA does not renew automatically. In order to maintain status without interruption (including 

disruption to employment authorization), DACA recipients should apply for renewal 120 days 

prior to the expiration of the current DACA. Renewal applicants will need to demonstrate that 



they have not left the United States since August 15, 2012 without advance parole (travel 

permission), have continuously resided in the United States since initially applying for DACA, 

and, have not been convicted of a felony, significant misdemeanor, or three or more 

misdemeanors, and do not otherwise pose a threat to public safety or national security.  

According to a recent report from the Migration Policy Institute (MPI), to date, less than half of 

the unauthorized immigrant youth who are potentially eligible for DACA have applied for 

DACA relief.Thirty (30) percent of all immediately eligible youth reside in the state of 

California. A majority of applicants (77 percent) are from Mexico. Within populations of eligible 

applicants, young persons from Latin American countries tend to apply at a higher rate than 

those from Asian countries (for example, 62% of eligible Mexican youth applied, while only 

26% of eligible youth from the Philippines applied). Women appear to be more likely to apply 

for DACA than men (the MPI study suggests this may be because young men are more likely to 

face a disqualifying criminal record, and are more likely than young women to drop out of 

school). Men and women who are not currently qualified should know that GEDs, returning to 

school, expungements of criminal convictions and post conviction relief may allow them to 

qualify for DACA.  

In addition to eligible youth who have yet to apply and those eligible for renewal, there is a 

constant expansion of eligibility for those youth who “age in” to eligibility by turning 15. Any 

otherwise eligible youth is encouraged to apply for DACA benefits upon reaching age 15.  

The DACA program has been a wide-ranging success, integrating young adult immigrants into 

society, and providing economic opportunities that were previously unavailable. The U.S. 

economy itself benefits from a competitive job market filled with bright, young, international 

talent, and society benefits by bringing young persons out of the shadows and into the 

mainstream. Congress continues to debate legislation to reform the immigration laws, but DACA 

relief is available today.  

If you believe you may be eligible for DACA but have not yet applied, you are encouraged to do 

so. If you have concerns about applying or about eligibility, you are well advised to consult with 

a knowledgeable and experienced immigration attorney. 

 

 

 

 


