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FRONT NEWS 

President Rody's SONA: "Peace of the living, not peace of the dead..." 
 
By Gina Villanueva, Associate Editor 
 
Characteristic of Philippines President Rodrigo Roa Duterte's (PRRD) unorthodox ways, 
his first State of the Nation (SONA) address on July 25 was marked with firm, deliberate 
commitment to fulfill his campaign promises with as much urgency as Congress would 
empower him to, and not without his wit and humor, as he repeatedly said that he's tired 
of reading his "long" script and directing the teleprompter technician to raise the text of 
his speech (because it's too low), with intermezzos of funny adlibs. His SONA lasted for 
90 minutes because of his hilarious interjections of adlibs in Filipino language. 
 
Unlike previous SONAs, 2016 saw none of the violent clashes with militant groups that 
marred SONA speeches, albeit militanT groups still staged peaceful rallies demanding 
more equitable rights for laborers, farmers and indigenous minority. 
 
FOI 
 
He has signed the Executive Order on the Freedom of Information (FOI), quipping (to 
Congress), "naunahan ko kayo (I got ahead of you)" which covers all departments and 
offices under the executive department, calling for transparency in all government 
transactions to enable the constituency to be well-informed, free in decision-making as it 
affects their day to day lives, and to participate in nation-building. 
 
He also announced the creation of an '888' telephone system specifically for reasonably 
grounded complaints directly to the Office of the President, about erring government 
agencies. 
 
The Chief Executive pushed to address bottlenecks in getting business name 
registration and permits particularly in the local government level, and committed to 
invest in human capital. 
 
As for OFW's, he wants just one building for them to transact every necessary 
paperwork, and not travel from one building to another, and spend days in Manila, from 
their provinces, to complete all requirements. 
 
Federalism 
 
The President announced that it is imperative to hold a Constitutional convention to 
pave the way to a referendum towards a shift from a unitary form of government, to a 
federal one aimed at easing the local governments from the bureaucracies of depending 
on the national government in the matter of governance in their own local turf, that 
would avail them of autonomy. 
 



Tuesday, July 26, 2016 

Free Wi-Fi 
 
President Rody also presented a plan to implement free Wi-Fi to all the rural 
communities, to be set up in strategic areas for public access. 
 
Job Creation 
 
The government will attract more investments to generate a high number of jobs for 
Filipinos through the country's competitiveness, ease of doing business, and even 
relaxing some restrictions on economy to entice more investments in the manufacturing, 
agriculture and tourism industries. 
 
The Chief Executive pushed to address bottlenecks in getting business name 
registration and permits particularly in the local government level.  
 
He has also committed to invest in human capital. 
 
Mining 
 
President Rody was adamant in canceling permits, after getting a 'comprehensive 
review' for those who violate the ecological landscape of the land, which is to clean up 
after their mess, and plant trees. 
 
Unilateral Ceasefire with Reds 
 
The country's newly-elected President announced an immediate unilateral ceasefire 
with communist rebels who have been battling government forces since 1968.  
 
This is in line with his August official resumption of peace talks (that failed with past 
administrations) with the Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP), National 
Democratic Front (NDF) and the armed wing New People's Army (NPA) -- a move 
which may signal an end to Asia's longest running communist insurgency. 
 
He also called on "Muslim brothers" (admitting he is of mixed race) to end "centuries of 
mistrust and warfare," saying that "all of us want peace, not the peace of the dead, but 
the peace of the living." 
 
His conciliatory stance, however, does not extend to the Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG), the 
terrorist group operating in southern Philippines, whom he wants decimated by the "full 
force" of the Philippine armed forces. 
 
It does not extend, either, to criminals and drug offenders. 
 
He also warned police officers and other government officials that there would be "hell 
to pay" for those who abuse their authority, saying that such people are "worse than 
criminality itself." 
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Foreign Relations 
 
Duterte also vowed to honor all treaties with the country's allies, but that it is his duty is 
to maintain an independent sovereignty, the protection and upliftment of the vulnerable 
and marginalized, from economic predators, mentioning that there has to be something 
for the small fishermen, such as the development of Laguna Bay. 

 

FRONT NEWS 

SPECIAL REPORT - Philippine presidents and their infamous 
scandals 
By: Yashika F. Torib, Manila Bureau Senior Correspondent 
 
Presidents from the post-marshal law era have successfully positioned the Philippines 
back to its politically stable, economic expansion and national reconciliation through 
peace and progress.  
 
The country has seen better decades of economic gains and peacetime, and citizens 
were able to rise and recover from fear of government-induced crimes. 
 
But as many Baby Boomers, Generation X, and a few of the earliest born Millennials 
would have agreed, these so called progress were just the tip of the iceberg.  
 
Crimes, on a political grand scale, thrived prosperously far from the slating eyes of the 
public and protected, most of the time initiated, by the country’s Commander-in-Chief.  
 
While there are countless of this kind, some scandals have stood out which left these 
Philippine Presidents exposed to public humiliation, disgrace and worse, impeachment 
from their post.  
 
Cory Aquino’s “bedtime story” 
 
Of the six plots to overthrow Corazon “Cory” Aquino off the presidency, one was so 
extreme that it was said to have the saintly president hide beneath her bed. 
 
Luis Beltran wrote in his August 1987 column with the Philippine Star that “...during the 
August 28 coup attempt, the president hid under her bed while the firing was going on – 
perhaps the first commander in chief of the armed forces to do so.”  
 
Beltran said he based his column on an interview with the president’s daughter, Kris.  
 
On the same day that three soldiers were killed by guerrillas, a bridge was blown up by 
communist insurgents, and hikes crippled the business industry, Cory Aquino focused 
her attention on Beltran and sued the journalist for suggesting that she is a coward. 
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She also invited journalists into her brocade-and-lace decorated bedroom, walked to her 
bed, raised the edge of the coverlet, and revealed a carpet-to-mattress wooden based – 
a clear indication that there is not enough space to hide. 
 
“I have always been a woman of courage. I don’t want the soldiers of the republic to 
even doubt for an instant that their commander-in-chief is a woman of courage that they 
can look upon and respect,” Aquino pointed in a statement.  
 
Beltran later apologized, and clarified that the statement was supposed to be a “figure of 
speech in the classical sense. It was not meant to question her courage but only to point 
out the fact that even as commander-in-chief, she was vulnerable during the coup. I 
wasn’t making fun at her – only expressing concern over the gravity of the situation.” 
 
Fidel Ramos and the un-nationalistic Centennial Expo fiasco 
 
The country was nearing its 100th anniversary of independence from Spanish rule and 
President Fidel V. Ramos decided to revive nationalism among the Filipinos.  
 
He initiated the construction of the Centennial Expo and Amphitheater at the former 
Clark Air Base in Angeles City, Pampanga. It was intended to be the centerpiece for the 
massive promotion campaign and celebrations for the Philippine centennial 
Independence Day anniversary. 
 
Later dubbed as a “white elephant project”, the commemorative venture was hounded 
by illegal electioneering and corruption controversies, with the Philippine Center for 
Investigative Journalism (PCIJ) pointing out the extravagance and inefficiency of the 
administration, as well as the government’s use of the Expo as an election fund-raising 
for the LAKAS political party of Ramos.  
 
Excessive amounts of money went into construction: P1.2 billion for the Freedom Ring, 
P111 million for the parking lot, P118 million for the entry zone, P290 million for the 
display villages, P76 million for the artificial river with bridges.   
 
With other construction expenses to consider, the Expo Filipino budget sky-rocketed to 
a total of P7.3 billion. Ramos allegedly directed three state-run financial institutions to 
lend a total of P1.4 billion for the venture, this includes the Social Security System 
(SSS), Government Service Insurance System (GSIS), and the Land Bank of the 
Philippines. 
 
The Expo Filipino shut down during the Estrada administration and was only re-opened 
during Gloria Arroyo’s presidency.  
 
Ramos was then partially cleared by the Ombudsman of graft charges and his name 
was dropped off the list of those being investigated for the upgrading of the budget for 
the Freedom Ring. 
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“Lord” Erap, the jueteng scandal and his fall from the presidency 
 
Actor-turned-politician Erap Estrada earned a new moniker while serving the country as 
president – the “Lord of all jueteng lords.” 
 
While Estrada made waves with his pro-poor platform, the removal of all sovereign-
guaranteed contracts for public projects, and removal of corrupt officials in the 
government and the military, the action-star president went on coddling gambling lords 
all over the country. 
 
He was then accused of receiving P545 million protection money from jueteng 
operators.  
 
Then Ilocos Sur Governor Chavit Singson testified before the anti-graft court that he 
personally delivered P400 million to Estrada’s San Juan home and to the Palace over a 
21-month period, starting with payments made within a month of his assumption of the 
presidency. 
 
He added that Estrada wanted him to act as his bagman and deliver his cut of jueteng 
collections. He also accused the president of skimming P70 million of the P130 million 
tobacco excise taxes of Ilocos Sur province. 
 
Singson’s statements instigated Estrada’s impeachment trial in 2000. 
 
On January 29, 2001, seeing the political upheaval, the AFP transferred its allegiance to 
vice president Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo.  
 
Estrada resigned as president. 
 
Gloria Arroyo: Hello, hello Garci... 
 
Even the president is not immune from wiretapping.  
 
Case in point is former President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo who was accused for rigging 
the 2004 elections, as attested by a CD of the controversial “Hello Garci” conversations.  
 
The wiretapped conversation about the vote-rigging was discussed, among others, 
between a woman presumed to be Arroyo and a man presumed to be COMELEC 
Commissioner Virgilio Garcillano.  
 
The revelation spawned House and Senate investigations, as well as calls for Arroyo’s 
resignation. She refused to step down but eventually admitted talking to a COMELEC 
official during the canvassing period and apologized for her “lapse of judgement”. 
 
The said apology gave birth to the famed “I am sorry” statement of Arroyo.  
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The electoral fraud issue remain unsolved but she was later held on hospital detention 
over plunder charges for allegedly using P366 million in intelligence funds from 2008-
2010 for personal gain. 
 
Noynoy Aquino’s modern-day KKK and the meandering ways of “Daang 
Matuwid” 
 
The entire country lauded the “Daang Matuwid” battle-cry of the Aquino administration... 
but not for long.  
 
The honest and righteous governance spawned by the motto eventually encountered 
rocky roads and sharp turns as it gave birth to what people considered as a vengeance-
based government. 
 
Citizens observed how virtues remained exclusive on one group while others who are 
not in agreement were characterized as thieves, cheats and shams.  
 
“It’s supposed zeal for integrity reduced itself to implacable hatred for Gloria Arroyo and 
the overpowering obsession with shaming and jailing her,” observed Standard columnist 
Fr. Ranhilio Aquino. 
 
He also came under fire for allegedly appointing and protecting KKK’s (Kaibigan, 
Kaklase, Kabarilan) or his friends, classmates and shooting-buddies.  
 
The president went on appointing such people into key government positions, and 
clarified that he assigned his friends and classmates because they deliver what they 
have committed to.  
 
He was also criticized for failing to impose disciplinary sanctions against the KKKs, one 
of whom was the late LTO chief Virginia Torres, a shooting-range buddy. Malacañang 
disregarded the findings and recommendations of DOJ Secretary Leila de Lima to sack 
Torres because of her actions regarding the Stradcom takeover at the LTO. 
 
Duterte’s penchant for death threats vs criminals 
 
Tough-talking, hard-hitting and daring President Rodrigo Duterte has an answer for the 
prevalent crimes and drug-abuse in the country – “I will kill you”. 
 
Countless times this statement has been heard even during his presidential campaign 
where outlaws were threatened of being killed personally by Duterte.  
 
The most recent of which is the blunt “You will die” warning to the three drug lords 
running syndicates all over the country should they try to escape jail, enter the 
Philippines, or refuse arrest or surrender. 
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He also hinted on invading a country simply to kill the “big fish” in drugs.  
 
Back home, he urged civilians to shoot and kill drug dealers who resist arrest and fight 
back in their neighborhoods.  
 
The result: nearly 60,000 drug users and peddlers have already surrendered to 
authorities while more than 30 drug killings were done under the Duterte administration 
– still in its first month of running. 

 

FRONT NEWS 

'Mendoza: Arroyo to focus health concern than filing counter charges 
By Christopher Lloyd T. Caliwan 
 
MANILA, July 22 (PNA) – Former President and now Pampanga Rep. Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo is focusing on her health condition and also on her duty as 
Pampanga congresswoman, according to her legal counsel Atty. Estelito Mendoza on 
Friday. 
 
Speaking to reporters in his law firm office in Makati City, Mendoza said that he would 
not encourage Arroyo to file any counter charge and " do not think that she has gotten 
to think even about because she is so occupied about her release." 
 
”I am just a lawyer, I do not encourage anything. Now that she has been released, she 
will be occupied for a while for a health check up whether she is ok and start getting 
adjusted to a normal life, must remember normal life can catch quickly for her after 
being elected as member of House or Rep. and indeed that is one of the injustices, not 
only to her, but the people of second district of Pampanga, they elected her as second 
district but unable to attend sessions in Congress because of this charge, that probably 
will catch her attention maybe she will be filing a bill to change the law which requires 
automatic and immediate suspension before Sandiganbayan before against public 
officers because what is the person , remember, a person who is detained is not 
detained as a punishment because it has no conviction. Her detention is what is known 
as preventive detention,” Mendoza explained. 
 
Mendoza said he would not recommend to the former President the filing of legal action. 
 
Arroyo was finally released on Thursday evening from the Veterans Memorial Medical 
Center (VMMC) in Quezon City, following the promulgation of the Supreme Court’s (SC) 
decision junking the plunder case against her over the alleged misuse of Philippine 
Charity Sweepstakes Office (PCSO) funds. 
 
On Tuesday, the SC voted 11-4 to acquit the former president. 
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Her release came two days after the high tribunal announced the results of its 
deliberation wherein, voting 11-4, ruled to acquit Arroyo due to insufficiency of evidence. 
 
The issuance of the promulgated decision was the final stumbling block to the ailing 
former president's release. 
 
Copies of the release order were delivered by the Sandiganbayan Sheriff and Security 
Services office first to the PNP before proceeding to the VMCC. 
 
The Sandiganbayan ordered Arroyo’s arrest in October 2012 – the same month she 
filed her reelection bid as Pampanga representative – for her involvement in the alleged 
misuse of Php 366-million in intelligence funds of the PCSO from 2008 to 2010. 
 
Arroyo was implicated based on "marginal notes" on written requests to release the 
money. 
 
After her arrest, the former president was placed under hospital detention at the VMMC 
due to “degenerative bone disease.” 
 
On Aug. 27, 2014, Arroyo filed a "demurrer to evidence”-- a plea to dismiss a case on 
the basis of weak evidence -- before the Sandiganbayan but the anti-graft court 
dismissed this on April 6, 2015. 
 
On Oct. 15, 2015, Arroyo, through lawyer Estelito Mendoza, asked the High Court to 
suspend proceedings before the Sandiganbayan and to dismiss the plunder case. 
(PNA) 

 

EDITORIAL 

2016 SONA OF PRESIDENT RODRIGO ROA DUTERTE 

President Digong has announced that effective immediately, he wants to be addressed 
as President Rodrigo Roa Duterte, and to do away with the usual and historial way of 
addressing the head of the state as HIS EXCELLENCY.  

Also, all department secretaries shall be addressed in formal occasion as Secretary and 
do away with addressing the department head with the word HONORABLE. 

During the State of the Nation Address of President Rodrigo Roa Duterte, wives of 
congressmen and senators were seen, not in their glamorous and fashionable ternos 
but in their business attire or formal dress. 

The President spoke with clarity, direct to the point, and most of his speech were 
centered on how his fight against illegal drugs and criminality have reached a certain 
level of sudden change. Crime rate has gone down for the first 3 weeks of his 
administration.  
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Except for graft and corruption, the President has warned government officials 
employees not to test his patience when he said, "We must have the courage to fight for 
what we believe in; courage knows no limit." 

The centerpiece of his SONA is the proposed bill to Congress  a shift from centralized 
government in Manila, to a federal form of government, wherein the Philippines would 
be divided into regions so that Manila would not absorb all the activities and 
performance of the government, and instead apportioned the responsibilities of the 
government to a federal form of governance. 

Each and every region will be independent from Cemtral Manila, performing its own way 
of governance, except each region will be empowerd to accept and approve all 
applications. Unlike in the past, people need to travel to Manila to do follow up on 
pending applications.  

Let’s give FEDERALISM a chance to prove its worth. In the US, each and every state 
function differently but is governed by the President in Washington, DC, the seat of US 
government. 

But this will be a concerted effort among the members of the Congress, and come up 
with a Constitutonal Assembly or Convention purposely to amend the Philippine 
Constitution to a federal from of government. 

Who knows the emergence of a man in the person of President Digong is what the 
Filipino people need to alleviate the economic condition of those wanting to have a 
change in their way of life. 

INNERVIEW 

Did Queen Victoria's twin brother Prince Julian own the Maharlika 
Islands (now the Philppines?)  (Part 2 of 4) 
 
Rizal's Dapitan Exile: Fact, or Myth? 
 
Analysts say that the reported situation of Rizal's exile in Dapitan, being sentenced to 
death, and executed by firing squad in Bagumbayan (now Rizal Park, Manila) is indeed 
extraordinary, highly improbable, questionable, and in view of the value of his surgical 
prowess -- highly insane, and beyond reason. 
 
For how could a man, known as an idol and hero to the Philippines, friend of kings and 
emperors, highly intelligent and speaks 22 languages fluently, be ordered killed by the 
much hated friars, and shot by 21 Guardia Civil (civilian guards), his countrymen, in 
Manila in 1896? 
 
Where is the exact location of the grave of Jose Rizal? 
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Looking back a hundred years at the famous "Battle of Manila Bay," beautifully painted, 
and depicted in many written words and monuments, but which really never took place. 
 
The Spanish ships had surrendered before the cannons of the American ships were 
unleashed to fire in the air. It is reported that one American died in his cabin of a heart 
attack. 
 
In the same context that the purported execution of Rizal was an equivalent pantomime, 
and history would repeat itself 48 years later, with the purported execution at Los 
Banos, Laguna of General Tomoyuki Yamashita. 
 
No Japanese national will ever accept that General Yamashita surrendered to the 
Americans. A Japanese general of the highest order, and with connection to the Royal 
Household will never surrender. Such a general is bound by the code of honor of his 
calling, and must commit harakiri, the ritual suicide signifying failure. 
 
Thus, whoever is buried in Muntinlupa, south of Manila, that body is not of General 
Yamashita's. Analysts do not speculate on the escape, whereabouts of post-war 
activities of General Yamashita, but their hypotheses that he was not the victim of the 
gallows designed to dispatch him, is reinforced the by the fact that no Japanese national 
pays homage at the Shrine of General Yamashita, for the simple reason that every 
Japanese national knows that his surrender was impossible, and that some undefined 
politically inspired pantomime has played havoc in obscuring the true course of events. 
 
Rumors are also rife that during his time at the English universities, that Yamashita 
became  the lover of Lady Elizabeth Bowes-Lyons, a beautiful debutante, which liaison 
continued after her marriage to Albert, the then Duke of York. As fate ordained, Albert, a 
sickly man, who never expected to become King, was thrust into that position as King 
George VI, when his elder brother Edward VIII abdicated the throne to marry the twice-
divorced commoner, Mrs. Wallace Simpson. 
 
The remarkable aspect of the affair between Yamashita and Lady Elizabeth Bowes-
Lyons, if it has substance, is that the present Queen Elizabeth II could well be the 
daughter of General Yamashita, and therefore, a grand-daughter of Jose Protacio Rizal. 
 
Winners pay bounty to losers? 
 
History records that the Americans who won the war, paid US$20 million to the Spanish 
losers of the war.  
 
This has to be the first and only time in history that the winners paid a bounty to the 
losers of the war. 
 
Setting the records straight, the Americans claimed to have paid the above sum to the 
Spanish, but records further show that the US$20 million was subscribed by the 
'magnificent seven' through a mortgage loan from Banco Espanol-Filipino in Binondo. 
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Let us look at the court records. 
 
We start on Annotation 072 s-2-6 1898 on the OCT No. T-01-4, which reads: 
 
"Secured by this title OCT No. T-01-4 Hacienda Mabiga embracing the Province of 
Pampanga, Kulia, the whole Bamban and Capaz, Tarlac has mortgaged to the Banco 
Espanol-Filipino the sum of U.S> dollars 20,000,000 to undertake the payment of 
succession treaty between Spain and America for the ceding of the archipelago by the 
Spanish Government to the American Government be eventually reverted to the real 
land owner, Don Esteban Benitez Tallano. 
 
Date of inscription: February 7, 1898 (Signed) Fermin Jaudenes Y Alvarez AD, Interim 
Governor General, Royal Crown of Spain." 
 
That loan by Banco Espanol-Filipino was repaid within one year, and a further 
annotation to the OCT No. T-01-4 demonstrated the means by which the money was 
assembled: 
 
"Entry No. EDC 073-s-2-6 1898, Real Estate Mortgage amounting to US dollar 
20,000,000 secured by this land tTitle T-01-04, embracing the area of Hacienda 
Mabiga, Pampanga, Kuliat and Capaz, Tarlac to Banco Espanol-Filipino has been 
cancelled, and this released forever of Real Estate Mortgage has been executed by the 
bank in favour of the owner with the full payment of said principal loan and interest of 
US dollars 2,200,000, the payment of which has broken as follows  :  General Miguel 
Malvar correspondingly acquired the area of Tanauan, Batangas and had paid the 
amount of U.S. dollars 3,300,000, Don Servillano Aquino acquired the whole area of 
Bamban and Capaz, Tarlac and correspondingly paid 3,300,000. Genral Antonio Luna 
acquired the whole San Miguel, Tarlac and La Paz, Tarlac and he paid U.S. dollars 
2,000,000, the land was given as a gift to his girl friend Luisita Cojuangco. Don Mariano 
Tayag acquired the area of Kuliat and Mabiga, 1,500 hectares (Pampanga) and paid 
U.S. dollars 3,300,000. Don Franciso Makabulos acquired the area of Sta. Ignacia, 
Tarlac and paid U.S> dollars 2,400,000. Don Juan Ejercito acquired absolutely the San 
Juan del Monte Hacienda embracing up to Sitio Mandaluyong consisting an area of 
3,154 hectares and had correspondingly paid 3,300,000, and Don Esteban Benitez 
Tallano (Tagean) maintained his rights, being the owner over the unacquired estate, 
and had the balance of 6,600,000 U.S. dollars. 
 
Date of Inscription February 7, 1898 (Signed) Benito Legarda Ad Interim Land 
Registrar." 
 
In a nutshell, the above historical court records demonstrate conclusively that 
succession from the Spanish was purchased by Don Esteban Benitez Tallano (Tagean) 
and clearly that arrangement had been reached several months prior to the May 1, 1898 
purported dated of the "Battle of Manila Bay." 
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In view of such evidence, the only conclusion that can be reached is that any "Battle of 
Manila Bay" was a staged performance as opposed to an act of war or aggression. 
 
Summary of the impact on what was dubbed 'The hidden wealth of Marcos' 
 
Prince Julian McLeod (Tagean) Tallano (brother of Queen Victoria) is the father of the 
man latr known as Jose Rizal. 
 
Jose Rizal is the father of two further important figures in world history, with those 
figures being the German Fuhrer Adolf Hitler, and the Japanese Imperial Army General 
Tomoyuki Yamashita. 
 
The death of Rizal by firing squad is disclosed as a well-orchestrated pantomime, 
equally as the Battle of Manila Bay, and post that pseudo firing -sqaud false flag, Jose 
Rizal became the Reverend Father Jose Antonio Diaz. 
 
As the son of Prince Julian McLeod (Tagean) Tallano (changed to the Spanish-
sounding 'Tallano' to avoid execution by the Guardia Civil), Rizal (now as Rev. Father 
Jose Antonio Diaz) was entrusted with the relocation and management of the massive 
wealth of the Tallano Clan, and perhaps the fused assets of his British relatives. 
 
Thus the movement of 600,000 metric tons of gold from the Vatican to Manila to 
facilitate establishment of the first Central Bank of the Philippines. (Recall that the 
Tallano Clan were the original, prinacipal land-owners of the Philippines, then Maharlika 
Islands, as evidenced by the Original land title OCT-No. T-01-04, and was reheard in 
CFI (Court of First Instance) Branch 28 then in Pasay City, and judgment rendered in 
favor of the Tallano Clan, under the brilliant defense of their lawyers Tanada and Pelaez 
Law Office, and Claro M. Recto's judicial wisdom that ended the case.) 
 
The Rev. Fr. Jose Antonio Diaz recognized the brilliance of the young lawyer, Ferdinand 
Edralin Marcos, and appointed him as counsel to all activities of Diaz relative to storage, 
safe-keeping and employment of the wealth of his father's clan, the Clan Tallano. 
 
It is well known that Hitler had sent his treasure ships of looted gold and valuables to 
Egypt for safe storage, but when Field Marshall Montgomery defeated Field Marshall 
Irwin von Rommel in the North Africa campaign, he had no option other than to redirect 
those ships toward Japan, his last remaining ally. 
 
Fate again intervened, when the United States dropped atomic bombs on the cities of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, thus hastening the Japanese surrender, and causing Hitler to 
redirect his treasure ships to the Philippines. 
 
With the end of WWII, and recognition that the Japanese under Prince Chichibu had 
stored massive looted wealth in the Philippines, Rizal, in his role as Rev. Fr. Jose 
Antonio Diaz, had little difficulty in identifying valuable burial sites, as he could elicit 
information directly from his son, General Tomoyuki Yamashita. 
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Equally, he would have sound information from his first born son, Adolf Hitler, as to 
location of the Nazi loot. (Hitler did not commit suicide in the Berlin bunker as popularly 
accepted, but left Templehof Airport in Berlin via a 109 Messerschmitt, and flown to 
neutral Spain, where he came under the protection of Spanish General and Caudillo 
(chief leader) Francisco Franco. Later, he returned to Cebu of his youth, and died in the 
Philippines.) 
 
Thus, the recovery from several sites which yielded massive quantities of gold bullion, 
precious stones and other valuables. 
 
The recovered valuables were, of course, under embargo due to the Statute of 
Limitations, but Marcos, with presidential powers and authorities, was able to influence 
world banks and significant authorities to aid and abet him in 'placing' those assets so 
that the inherent value was preserved in favor of those agreed by Marcos and Diaz to 
be the ultimate beneficiaries: the Filipino people. 
 
 
Too far-fetched, improbable, unacceptable? 
 
Analysts examined a few aspects and compared those aspects with the historical 
record. 
 
If there was no subterfuge in the 'Battle of Manila Bay,' then why was the considerable 
sum of U.S.$20 million paid by the victor to the loser of that supposed war? 
 
While the Americans took credit in the Treaty of Paris for settling the sum of US$20 
million in favor of the Spanish, we have demonstrated via notations on Land Deeds that 
the money was actually paid by Philippine land owners. (Part 3 of 4: The Tallano Clan 
and the Philippine Revolution, Cessation of Treaties with Spain and the United States) 

 

NEWS AT A GLANCE 

Abort Bilateral Talks with China 
 
The planned bilateral talks with Beijing was aborted by the Philippines Department of 
Foreign Affairs (DFA) Secretary Perfecto Yasay Jr., because China asked Manila to 
"disregard" the Hague's ruling, favoring Manila. 
 
This was learned by ABS-CBN News in an interview with Yasay last week. 
 
In the sidelines of the Asia-Europe Meet (ASEM) held in Mongolia, Yasay discussed 
with Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi, the possibility of bilateral talks, but did not even 
go as far as square one, when Wang refused to base the talks on the Hague verdict. 
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Yasay rejected Wang's proposition to hold negotiations "outside of and (in) disregard of 
"the ruling." Yasay added that it was "not consistent with the Philippine Constitution, and 
our national interest." 
 
Wang told Yasay that if he insists on the ruling and discussing it along those lines, then 
we might be headed for a "confrontation." 
 
The first priority of the Philippines, Yasay said, is negotiating the right of Filipino 
fishermen to return to the disputed Scarborough Shoal -- the implementation of all other 
parts of the ruling will be handled one by one. 
 
Meanwhile, Duterte has no plans of replacing Yasay as DFA chief and concurrent 
spokesman on the sea dispute. He said the Philippines would not yield its territorial 
rights in the West Philippine Sea to China, as he vowed to abide by the ruling of the 
international tribunal on the maritime row. 
 
"Yasay speaks for me. Everything that he says in public, both national and international, 
comes from my guidance, and he has my backing and full support, "Duterte said. 
 
He praised Yasay, who he said agreed to join his government despite his job as 
educator, even on condition that Yasay will serve only for a few months because of his 
obligations as professor of universities in the US.(GV) 

 

NEWS AT A GLANCE 

Duterte Enjoys 91% Approval Rating, Nationwide 
 
Interaksyon,com reports that better than nine out of 10 Filipinos, or 91%, trust President 
Rodrigo Duterte, with just eight percent undecided. 
 
The survey on the "Trust Ratings of the Top 3 Philippine Government Officials and 
Filipinos' Expectations of the New Administration," was conducted by Pulse Asia, across 
geographic areas and socio-economic groupings between July 2-8, when the 
newspaper headlines then screamed a the separate inaugurations of Duterte and 
Robredo, the fliling of cases against Aquino administration over the disbursement 
Acceleration Program and the Mmasapano incident. 
 
The face-to-face survey were interviews with 1,000-odd adult respondents, and has a 
+3 error margin at the 95 percent confidence level, Pulse Asia said. 
 
Asked what issues the new administration should prioritize, economic concerns yielded 
inflation at 68%; employment, 56 percent; pro-poor programs, 55 percent; criminality, 48 
percent; loans to small businesses/self-employed, 23 percent; government debt, 17 
percent; peace negotiations, 17 percent; government of national unity, 9 percent; and 
Charter change, 7 percent.(GV) 

 



Tuesday, July 26, 2016 

NEWS AT A GLANCE 

Carson City Mayor Twice Sued Separately for Sexual Impropriety 
 
(July 22) - Monette Gavino, a Filipino-American former field representative for Carson 
City, CA sued Mayor Albert Robles on grounds of sexual harassment. 
 
Gavino accused Robles for a series of unwanted sexual advances in 2014. 
 
Her complaint resulted in what she called "abrupt" termination in July 2015. Her 
termination was based on what the city claimed was a "budget deficit." 
 
Gavino's original lawsuit filed against Robles in April, cited wrongful termination, sexual 
and gender harassment and emotional distress. 
 
During the 'public comment' period of the City Council Gavino proclaimed her sexual 
harrassment publicly, as her dismissal came just three weeks following her complaint to 
her supervisor, when nothing was done, the lawsuit said. 
 
Following her public outcry, the embattled mayor slapped a defamation lawsuit against 
Gavino, "I'm suing you for malicious prosecution and defamation. You've been served." 
 
Gavino described the act as timely for election season. 
 
Reports from ABS-CBN News said that prior to Gavino's termination, her boyfriend, City 
Manager Jim Dear was going through his own ousting, at which time the city employees 
accused Gavino of harassing and intimidating other workers on Dear's behalf.  
 
Gavino received a restraining order. 
 
Robles accused Dear, a former mayor, of wanting to return to the City Council during 
the November elections. 
 
Gavino Drops Suit 
 
Last week, however, Monette Gavino dropped the lawsuit on the eve of deposition and 
was fired by her lawyers when she feared testifying under oath. Another reason was her 
economic difficulties, but said she will refile the suit, when she regroups. 
 
An Earlier Lawsuit vs Robles 
 
Lawyer Lyn Dymally, former director of Water Replenishment District (WRD), for whom 
Robles worked -- has also filed and 11- page complaint in Los Angeles Superior Court, 
through her attorney Jason Bucat, against Carson City Mayor and WRD director Albert 
Robles, with Sexual Battery (Civil Code 1708.5), Harassment (Civil Code 51.9), Gender 
Violence (Civil Code 52.4) and Intentional Infliction of Emotional Distress. 
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The incident occurred in November 2013 during the American Leaders Water 
Conference in Washington, DC. 
 
Robles worked for Dymally when she was director of WRD. 
 
Dymally is the daughter of the late Carribean immigrant, longtime member of CA 
Legislature Mervyn Malcolm Dymally, a staunch defender of worman's right, and who 
also mentored Albert Robles. 
 
Lyn Dymally told Brian Hews of Hews Media Group-Community News, "Albert Robles 
has become a despicable person and public servant who lacks the basic principles of 
integrity and respect for others. Mayor Robles must be held accountable for his 
egregious behavior against me and any other woman he has violated. He owed, not 
only me, but also his mother, sister, wife, and daughter a public apology along with 
sincere atonement. Albert Robles is a detriment to the public's best interest, a menace 
to society, and a disgrace to his family, friends, supporters, colleagues, constituents, 
WRD, and the city of Carson." 
 
Her complaint was filed in 2015 and asks for a jury trial and for compensatory as well as 
punitive damages. 
 
Robles Snubs Media Calls 
 
Albert Robles who has served on the City Council of the South Bay city since 2013, and 
became mayor in 2015, did not return calls or emails by media --seeking comment. 
 
He rose to national prominence as the leader of the city's failed effort to lure the 
Oakland Raiders and San Diego Chargers to a new proposed stadium on the site of an 
old landfill. 
 
DA Greenlights Robles Oust from WRD 
 
Apart from being a target of an effort by the District Attorney, with permission from the 
State Attorney General, to remove Robles from a seat on a regional water board, due to 
conflict of interest as a Mayor -- questions have also been raised about whether Robles 
officially resides in Carson. 
 
Robles insisted he lives with his parents at their house in Carson but also spends most 
of his free waking hours with his wife and two children at an apartment in the Adams-
Normandie neighborhood of Los Angeles, CA. 
 
If it is determined that Robles lives within L.A. city boundaries, he would be ineligible to 
be Carson's mayor, or sit on the water board. 
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Robles denies any wrongdoing, be it sexual harassment, or being non-resident of 
Carson City (GV). 

 

STRAIGHT TALK 

GONE WERE THE PARADE OF GLAMOR AND FASHION 
 
I would always remember the times that when the President would give his or her State 
of the Nation Address (SONA), wives of congressmen and senators can be seen in their 
stylish and fashionable ternos, as if we are watching the parade of stars on red carpet 
during the Oscar Award in Hollywood, USA. 
 
President Digong, this time, has shown his being but a simple man, has issued an order 
that effective immediately that he be addressed not as HIS EXCELLENCY, but as 
President Rodrigo Roa Duterte, and that department secretaries shall be addressed not 
as HIS HONORABLE, but simply as SECRETARY. Except that members of Congress 
are still addressed to as THE HONORABLE based on parliamentary procedures. 
 
Even in the way he dresses up, I would remember the Philippine Air Force (PAF) 
anniversary held in Pampanga, President Digong dressed in Barong Tagalog with rolled 
sleeves and paired with jeans. I dont know if the President is just trying to come up with 
his own style. But we know that such an occasion demands from its special guest to be 
in formal attire.  
 
The first State of the Nation Address (SONA) by President Digong ended up after an 
hour and a half, more than hour from its original 30 minutes. The address was 
highlighted with his usual adlib statements, mostly in Tagalog and sometimes in the 
Visayan dialect. 
 
Notably absent from his SONA is his Inday Sarah, the city mayor of Davao and and only 
daughter of President Digong from his ex-wife Elizabeth Zimmerman. She just got back 
from a previous commitment and was away for a few weeks. She was advised by her 
doctors to take a fews days of rest and decided to stay away from attending his father's 
SONA. Instead, Honeylet Avancena, common-law wife of the President was seen with 
him coming out of the presidential helicopter. 
 
Significant news on the bill adjusting the monthly pension of SSS retirees was 
mentioned which was disapproved by former President Aquino. Lowering of income 
taxes of workers and corporate taxes drew applause from the crowd. 
 
But the address was centered mostly about illegal drugs, criminality, graft and 
corruption. As usual. President Digong appeared to be relaxed with his usual style of 
telling some funny stories, and at times would even talk to the teleprompter to hold the 
movement of the speech so he could do some ad lib. 
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Never in the history of a presidential speech in front of the members of Congress where 
the president has totally shifted from the normal formalities of doing the SONA, to a 
SONA that is geared towards reaching the marginalized members of our society. 
 
The Filipino people are hoping that a sudden change for the better would happen within 
the first 100 days of President Digong's administration. But I can see some changes 
already in the way crime rate has gone down compared to the first half of 2015 to what 
it is today, first half of 2016. 

 

TOURISM 
 

Limasawa Island: Then and Now 

By Randy V. Urlanda, Manila Bureau Chief Correspondent 

Unlike the faint glow of a beach bonfire in Limasawa that lured Ferdinand Magellan, the 
Portuguese admiral turned Spanish navigator to land on the island 495 years ago, the 
bright oscillating light of a new solar-powered lighthouse atop the northern ridge of the 
historic emerald isle, guided our forty-foot motorized outrigger towards the “poblacion” 
(town center) on the west coast shortly after nightfall. 

The tadpole-shape limestone island is six kilometers long and averages to one-and-a-
half kilometers in width. It is bounded on the east by the gold-rich island of Panaon, on 
the west by Bohol, on the south by Surigao del Norte on the northeastern tip of 
Mindanao mainland and, on the north by the mouth of Sogod Bay in the abaca-rich 
province of Southern Leyte, which had jurisdiction over Limasawa. 

Magellan couldn’t be more precise to choose Mazaua, as Limasawa was called by the 
natives of yore, as their second stopover after Homonhon Island in Eastern Samar.  

Despite the isle being basically coralline limestone in formation, with abrupt ridges on 
both ends and its undulating rugged interior marked by numerous protuberant rocks, it 
is well-forested and has several coastal springs, whose crystalline waters are siphoned 
up by a solar-powered pump into a reservoir tank atop the northern ridge near the 
British-built 12-meter tall white lighthouse. 

“Dumagsa,” the east wind, is particularly strong during the sunny months of March and 
April, just like the time when the three-ship Spanish expeditionary fleet was blown 
towards Limasawa from Samar where it sailed from. So, while the rest of the 
archipelago is sweltering during this hot period, the east wind keeps the humidity low on 
the island. 

The east coast, where the foreigners had landed, has a good harbor. Hemmed by 
thousands of tall, wide-canopied “kolo” trees (breadfruit), its fertile fields are planted to 
root crops, including onions during tropical summer, upland rice and corn. 

It is easy then to understand why Magellan and his men, as recorded by Italian 
chronicler Antonio Pigafetta, who was a member of the Spanish expeditionary force on 
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its way to the Moluccas to get spices, to drop anchor in the placid bay. On the island, 
the Spaniards were treated to a feast by the friendly natives, led by its king, Kulambo. 

Pigafetta, together with Magellan’s slave interpreter who knew the language of the 
region, were sent ashore by Magellan to feel the pulse of the islanders, were dined and 
wined by their gracious host (including pork, which was reluctantly eaten by the 
Venetian writer because it was Good Friday). 

During our coverage of the 488th anniversary of the holding of the First Eucharistic 
Mass in the Philippines in 2009, the Manila-based travel writers and photographers 
were treated the same way by our equally generous hosts, the mayor and members of 
his municipal council. For three-and-a-half days, we savored freshly-boiled white and 
yellow sweet potato and cassava, and breadfruit sweets. For lunch and dinner we had 
salted “lahoy” (dogshark), grilled tuna and five-foot-long barracuda. 

“Early in the morning of Sunday, the last of March and Easter day,” Pigafetta wrote, 
“Magellan sent the priest, Pedro de Valderrama, ashore with some of his men to 
prepare for the Mass. Later in the morning, Magellan landed with some 50 men and the 
mass was celebrated, after which, a cross was venerated,” continued the young Italian 
writer, whose accounts of that voyage were reprinted on a booklet written by Miguel A. 
Bernad, S.J. “The Site of the First Mass in the Philippines: Butuan or Limasawa.” 

“Magellan and his party returned to the ship for the noon-day meal,” stated Pigafetta, 
“but in the afternoon, they returned ashore to plant the cross on the summit of the 
highest hill,” added the Italian chronicler. “In attendance both at the mass and the 
erection of the cross were the king of Mazaua and the king of Butuan, who happened to 
be on a visit. We remained there seven days,” concluded Pigafetta. 

Father Bernad, on the other hand, stressed in his handbook that “every day was 
accounted for. The mass on Easter Sunday was celebrated on the island of Mazaua, 
and not in Butuan or elsewhere. 

Now, a mausoleum-like memorial of that historic event mark the exact location in 
Barangay Magallanes (named after Magellan and one of the six villages that comprise 
the island town). To its left is a 450-step concrete stairway leading to the hilltop shrine of 
the Holy Cross where Magellan’s original cross was erected. In place of the original 
cross, is a five-meter tall replica which, unfortunately, is shrouded by coconut trees from 
below. From this vantage point though, you have a breathtaking view of the islands that 
surround Limasawa. 

The landing site in Magallanes was declared as a national shrine in 1960 for that 
historic visit. In 1986, Limasawa, formerly an island barangay of three towns of 
Southern Leyte, namely Macrohon, Malitbog and Padre Burgos, the jump-off point to 
Limasawa, was created a separate municipality. 

Contrary to popular belief that Limasawa was an isolated island kingdom when 
Magellan landed on Good Friday of 1521, shards of trade ware ceramics unearthed 
during the initial archaeological survey in 1996, proved otherwise. The survey, which 
was done by the consultants of Region 8 Tourism Master Plan on the island, found the 



Tuesday, July 26, 2016 

artifacts that dates back to the Ming Dynasty (13th to 17th centuries A.D.), including 
pieces of Vietnamese and Siamese wares, which were possibly contemporaries of the 
Ming period. Results of this vital work indicate that Limasawa had organized socio-
political and socio-cultural structures prior to the arrival of Magellan. 

With the introduction of the two-hour fast ferry boat service from Cebu City to Maasin 
City in Southern Leyte, Limasawa is now more accessible for local and foreign tourists 
from Manila. 

Now, generations of Filipinos can retrace the origin their cultural heritage more easily. 
          

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


