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President Rody Grew the Philippines Economy in 3rd 

Quarter, Fastest in Asia 
By Gina Villanueva, Editor-in-Chief & News Director 

Who's sorry now? -- goes the song. 

For focusing on Philippines President Rodrigo 'Rody' Roa Duterte's alleged 'extrajudicial 

killings (EJK), instead of his government's solid consistency in economic performance, 

in just three months  -- outpacing China's 6.7 percent, Vietnam's 6.4 percent, 

Indonesia's five percent and Malaysia's 4.3 percent. 

Mr. Duterte's administration grew the economy by 7.1% in the third quarter of the year -- 

the fastest in Asia, driven mostly by the strong performance of manufacturing, trade and 

real estate. 

This was announced Friday by the Philippines Statistic Authority (PSA). 

"This underscores that the Duterte administration offers more than war on drugs," 

declared Communications Secretary Martin Andanar. 

"We have a sound economic vision and agenda that will spur growth to benefit the lives 

of our countrymen especially the poor and the marginalized," he added. 

Prior to his departure for the Asian Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) being held in 

Peru, from November 17-19, 2016 the chief executive said his administration is "working 

very hard to make sure that our economy will finally take flight. Our people are at the 

core program on inclusive growth and sustainable development. We will spare no effort 

to realize this in the context of APEC." 

Economic output in the third quarter was also boosted by the positive growth of 2.9 

percent in the agricultural sector after five consecutive quarters of decline, as farm 

output recovered from the prolonged dry spell brought about by the so-called El Nino 

phenomenon, not to mention the neglect from the past administrations. 

Growth in the industry sector accelerated to 8.6 percent compared with 6.1 percent 

recorded in the same period last year due largely to gains in manufacturing and 

construction. 

The services sector grew at a slower "but still reasonable" pace of 6.9 percent. 



Rosemarie Edillon, deputy director general of the National Economic and Development 

Authority (NEDA) notes, "This cements our change of achieving our target of six to 

seven percent for the whole of 2016, " to reach the high end of the growth target in the 

fourth quarter. 

She said the normalization of weather conditions resulted in the encouraging recovery 

in the agriculture sector, "one of the major development priorities of the administration." 

Strong public investment in infrastructure with public construction expanded by over 20 

percent in the third quarter, as private consumption rose by 7.3 percent from 6.1 percent 

last year as households prioritized enrollment expenses, she added. 

Consumption Is Strong 

The Overseas Filipino Workers (OFW) remittances may be slow in growth but private 

consumption remains strong because of the low inflation, low interest rates and 

improved labor market conditions. 

The conditional cash transfer provided by the government to the poorest of the poor 

also boosted economic consumer demand. 

Edillon opines, "All things considered, our economy's strong growth in the third quarter 

is a very good sign of things to come. Together with a low inflation environment, a 

sustained strong growth bodes well for continued poverty reduction this year. 

Agriculture would remain in the positive growth territory if the gains in the crops, 

livestock and poultry sectors were maintained." 

The manufacturing sector is also seen to benefit from strong domestic demand. 

Advanced, emerging, and developing economies are also seen to increase imports of 

goods in 2017. Construction would also remain a major contributor to growth in the near 

term if the government would hold its commitment to a massive infrastructure 

investment program. 

Some risks to the economy are the possible occurrence of La Nina, sluggish recovery in 

the European economy, and uncertainties in economic policies in the United KIngdom 

and the United States. 

The resurgence of the so-called Saudization policy - the replacement of foreign workers 

with Saudi nationals -- also threatens the employment and remittance of OFWs. 

The Philippines is also waiting for further developments and bracing for adverse impact 

relative to the promised implementation of protectionist economic policies attendant to 

the new US administration. 

Is the Philippines the New BPO Capitol of the World? 



When uninformed Americans gripe about Asians "stealing" jobs from them, they are not 

aware that it's the transnational corporations from the US that choose to do business in 

the Philippines. 

An Asean white paper reports that Manila is ahead of Mumbai as the second largest 

outsourcing destination in the world. Cebu, also figured among the top 10 preferred 

destinations. 

The report says that the Philippines tops all of the ASEAN (Association of South East 

Asian Nations) countries in the Business Processing Outsourcing (BPO) industry, which 

has not always been a fast growing market, having its beginnings only in 1992 -- but 

seems now to even top the revenue derived from OFWs, according to the Bangko 

Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP), the Central Bank of the Philippines -- and will continue to do 

so by 2017. 

It was only after restrictions were eased in 1995 with the Special Economic Zone Act 

that the industry started growing tenfold. from US $1.55 billion  in 2004 to $15.5 billion in 

2013, with the increase of employees in this industry from 101,000 to 900,000 over the 

same time period. 

English-Speaking and Highly Educated Filipino Workforce 

The Philippines is preferred over other South East Asian Nations, the White Paper 

continues, because of the 95 percent literacy of the country, an English-speaking and 

highly-educated (college graduate) labor force that are the main factors behind the 

growth of the industry -- adding that a majority of Filipinos speak English -- and that they 

are the most fluent in it, in all of South East Asia. 

The country produces more than 450,000 graduates every year that contribute to the 

qualified labor pool. The country makes higher education a priority that provides a big 

advantage over other Asian countries. 

The Philippines is the third largest English-speaking country in the world. It is also one 

of the most Western-oriented countries in Asia and benefits the BPO industry. 

The rapid growth in the BPO industry can also be attributed to government regulations 

and incentives of doing business in the Philippines. 

In a recent worldwide survey conducted by the United Kingdom, the Philippines was 

rated as the world's "Best in Business English." 

Filipinos Are Techie-Savvy 

The young population is very technologically savvy, the report adds, and the most active 

social media users in the world. 



The only hitch  is that the country's connectivity still lags behind other countries in the 

region, exemplified by the country's relatively low rankings in indices of internet 

connectivity, with just an average download speed of 3.64 Mbps, well below the world 

average of 23.3 Mbps. 

Philippines President Duterte is aware of this, which is why he has also planned on 

upgrading internet connectivity in the country. 

In the overall, the Information Technology and Business Process Management (IT-

BPM) industry has grown to be the second largest source of dollar income for the 

Philippine economy, which generated 1.2 million direct jobs and US$22 billion in 

revenues, according to the Information Technology and Business Process Association 

of the Philippines (IBPAP). 

Future Outlook 

Growth in this industry is not just confined to Manila, though, but has spread to other 

cities around the country. Cebu already ranks eight in Tholon's Inc. (a US-based 

services globalization and investment advisory firm) Top 100 Outsourcing Destinations 

and is joined by six other Filipino cities in the Top 100. 

The industry accounts for 6% of the GDP (Gross Domestic Product) of the country and 

is expected to grow more as more companies look to the Philippines to take advantage 

of lower rates in the interior of the country, and dubbed 'the most talented" work pool, 

worldwide. 

Projected to employ some 1.3 million Filipinos and generate up to US $27 million in 

annual revenues by end of 2016, the report says that the high number of English-

speaking college graduates, and the relatively young age, 23 years old --  average, 

promise great potential not only for the BPO industry and the country, despite the 

connectivity challenges. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

APEC Leaders, Ministers in Lima Challenge  

Globalization Designs 
By Gina Villanueva, Editor-in-Chief & News Director 

November 21 - Themed as 'Quality Growth and Human Development,' some 21 

Member Economies met last week in Lima, Peru to confront globalization concerns, 



during the 2016 Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Leaders Summit, 

November 17-19. 

Lima is the capital of Peru, and its largest city. Located in the valleys of the Chillon, 

Rimac and Lurin rivers, in the central coastal part of the country, overlooking the Pacific 

Ocean, it sits at the foot of the Andes Mountains. To its north is Colombia, to its south is 

Bolivia, to its east is Brazil, and to its west, is the south Pacific Ocean. Peopled by 10 

million, it is the second largest city in the Americas, with an elevation of 14,200 ft above 

sea level. 

Hosted this year, by Peru President Pedro Pablo Kuczynski, these APEC member 

economies include Australia, Brunei Darussalam, Canada, Chile, China, Hongkong, 

China, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, 

Peru, Philippines, Russia, Singapore, Chinese Taipei, Thailand, United States and 

Vietnam. 

APEC is the world's largest regional economic group. 

This year's summit was aimed at reshaping globalization and trade policy as concerns 

over its capacity to deliver more inclusive socio-economic progress, for it to escalate in 

the Pacific Rim and beyond. 

Chaired by President Kuczynski, the Economic Leaders Meeting (ELM) tackled to 

expand economic opportunities for groups that have reaped a fewer benefits from open, 

integrated markets in the past, improving growth and living standards for the 3 billion 

people of a region that accounts for half of the trade and 60 percent of GDP (Gross 

Domestic Product) worldwide. 

Philippines President Rodrigo Roa Duterte was part of the APEC Business Advisory 

Council (ABAC) who presented his own policy recommendations to the region's Leaders 

and Ministers. 

Mr. Duterte's 10-point recommendations are - - to continue and maintain current 

macroeconomic policies, including fiscal, monetary, and trade policies; institute 

progressive tax reform and more effective tax collection, indexing taxes to inflation; 

increase competitiveness and the ease of doing business; accelerate annual 

infrastructure spending to account for 5% of GDP, with Public-Private Partnerships 

playing a key role; promote rural and value chain development, including health and 

education systems, and match skills and training; promote science , technology, and the 

creative arts to enhance innovation and creative capacity; improve social protection 

programs, including the government's Conditional Cash Transfer program; and 

strengthen implementation of the Responsible Parenthood and Reproductive Health 

Law. 



Ambassador Luis Quesada, chair of APEC Senior Officials advanced the firm belief in 

the enduring power of globalization (through human development -- not depopulation), 

and trade to build prosperity in the region. 

Actions on the table center advanced regional economic integration and quality growth, 

including the underpinnings of next generation trade agreements and the ultimate 

realization of an APEC-wide Free Trade Area of the Asia-Pacific  (FTAAP), e-commerce 

and other emerging services sectors, and the cultivation of the regional food market 

amid increasing demand and climate change related threats.; prioritizing the 

establishment of conditions that make participation in cross-border trade and supply 

chains easier for small businesses, which account for more than 97 percent of all firms 

and the majority of employment in the region; support for more business-compatible, 

productive work forces through education reform and enhanced skills development and 

career training. 

My source in Lima said that "APEC's voluntary, incentive-driven approach differentiates 

it from the other legally binding economic integration mechanisms that may raise red 

flags over sovereignty issues and incite domestic anxiety," which requires the need for a 

new, progressive direction for globalization and trade that opens up job creation, 

enhances social mobility and increases wages." 

He concluded that "In the current environment, the region's soft approach to 

globalization and trade could be the best way forward -- offering incremental, yet 

significant change that is not just tolerated but actually welcomed by all corners of 

society." 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

INNERVIEW 

By Gina Villanueva, Editor-in-Chief & News Editor 

The Center of Sanity and Reason 

The purest expression of our Thanksgiving is quietly seen in our Thanks-living. 

As Americans celebrate Thanksgiving Day on Thursday, November 24th, I think about 

Elizabeth Elliot, who lost her husband on the mission field and has faced multitudes of 

hardships. She says. "To love God is to love His will. It is to wait quietly for life to be 

measured by one who knows us through and through. It is to be content with His timing 

and His wise apportionment. It is to follow the steps of the Master, as did Paul, who was 

able to say that he had learned contentment no matter what the circumstances. 



His circumstances when he wrote that? Prison. No easy lesson, but great gain which is 

the sum of godliness plus contentment (1Timothy 6:6)." 

The Duke of Wellington was the great British military leader who regretted that he had 

not learned the secret of praise during his lifetime. He had many great accomplishments 

and even defeated Napoleon at Waterloo. He was a brilliant and demanding man and 

when he was older, he realized that there were areas in his life that needed to change. 

In his old age, a woman asked him, "What would you do differently if you had your life to 

live over again?" He thought carefully and said, "I would give more praise." This is a 

lesson for all of us. If we learn to be people of praise and thanksgiving all the days of 

our lives it would be a great accomplishment 

My favorite testimonial is that of Horatio G. Spafford who was a successful lawyer and 

businessman in Chicago with a lovely family -- a wife, Anna, and five children. However, 

they were not strangers to tears and tragedy. Their young son died with pneumonia in 

1871, and in that same year, much of their business was lost in the great Chicago fire. 

Yet, God in His mercy and kindness allowed the business to flourish once more. 

On Nov. 21, 1873, the French ocean liner, Ville du Havre was crossing the Atlantic from 

the U.S. to Europe with 313 passengers on board. Among the passengers were Mrs. 

Spafford and their four daughters. Although Mr. Spafford had planned to go with his 

family, he found it necessary to stay in Chicago to help solve an unexpected business 

problem. He told his wife he would join her and their children in Europe a few days later. 

His plan was to take another ship. 

About four days into the crossing of the Atlantic, the Ville du Harve collided with a 

powerful, iron-hulled Scottish ship, the Loch Earn. Suddenly, all of those on board were 

in grave danger. Anna hurriedly brought her four children to the deck. She knelt there 

with Annie, Margaret Lee, Bessie and Tanetta and prayed that God would spare them if 

that could be His will, or to make them willing to endure whatever awaited them. Within 

approximately 12 minutes, the Ville du Havre slipped beneath the dark waters of the 

Atlantic, carrying with it 226 passengers including the four Spafford children. 

A sailor, rowing a small boat over the spot where the ship went down, spotted a woman 

floating on a piece of the wreckage. It was Anna, still alive. He pulled her into the boat 

and they were picked up by another large vessel which, nine days later, landed them in 

Cardiff, Wales. From there she wired her husband a message which began, "Saved 

alone, what shall I do?" Mr. Spafford later framed the telegram and placed it in his 

office. 

Another of the ship's survivors, Pastor Weiss, later recalled Anna saying, "God gave me 

four daughters. Now they have been taken from me. Someday I will understand why." 



Mr. Spafford booked passage on the next available ship and left to join his grieving wife. 

With the ship about four days out, the captain called Spafford to his cabin and told him 

they were over the place where his children went down. 

According to Bertha Spafford Vester, a daughter born after the tragedy, Spafford wrote 

"It Is Well With My Soul" while on this journey. 

A short spiel, here, if you will. 

This song, "It Is Well With My Soul" has since been a worship and praise song, for all 

Christian churches worldwide. It goes: 

"When peace like a river attendeth my way, 

When sorrow like sea billows roll, 

Whatever my lot, Thou has taught me to say, 

It is well, it is well with my soul. 

Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, 

Lest this blest assurance control, 

That Christ has regarded my helpless estate 

And hath shed His own blood for my soul 

 

Chorus: 

It is well with my soul. 

It is well, it is well with my soul. 

My sin, oh, the bliss of this glorious thought 

My sin, not in part but the whole is nailed to the cross, 

And I bear it no more. 

It is well, it is well with my soul. 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 



O my soul." (The best version I have heard of this worship song is by the Dallas First 

Baptist Church Choir and Orchestra - check it out on Youtube -- it makes me cry, each 

time I listen to it, because I know the story behind the song.) 

Anna gave birth to three more children, one of who died at age four with dreaded 

pneumonia. In August 1881, the Spaffords moved to Jerusalem. Mr. Spafford died and 

is buried in that city. (And the peace of God which surpasses all understanding, shall 

keep your hearts, your minds through Christ Jesus. - Philippians 4:7) 

In some seasons of life, being grateful can be an ordeal. We find ourselves 

overwhelmed with circumstances and underwhelmed with relationships. With 

preoccupied minds and aching hearts, it goes against our nature to give thanks anyway, 

but that's exactly what God asks of us (Be thankful in all circumstances, for this is God's 

will for you who belong to Christ Jesus (IThessalonians 5:18) 

But, how can we give thanks if we lost our job, if we've been diagnosed with a terminal 

disease, if we can't conceive, if our friend refuses to talk to us, if we are spending the 

holidays alone -- again, if our marriage is on the rocks, if our child is suffering, if we lost 

a loved one, if we don't know what the future holds? 

Because even though we are struggling, our God is still cares. In each difficult situation, 

our Creator gives us a glimpse of hope in a sacred silver lining. It's the place where God 

is working all things together for good. It's where the hidden blessings are stored. They 

are not always easy to find, but they are always there. (Give thanks to the LORD, for he 

is good; his love endures forever. - Psalm 118:1) 

Thanksgiving has great power to bring joy and break the power of the enemy. The 

adversary is defeated when we have a thankful heart because thankfulness during 

difficulty is a sacrifice pleasing to God. 

When we are thankful, we recognize that God exists, and we are acting on the reality of 

His life as the very source and means of ours. True thankfulness recognizes our total 

dependence on God and stems from realizing that everything going on in our lives and 

all we have is the product of God's sovereign control, infinite wisdom, purposes, grace, 

and activity (2 Corinthians 1: 4-15) 

We give thanks for God Himself and for His sovereign activity and control over the 

universe. It involves looking back over the past - neglected today because the Western 

culture is obsessed with the future. 

The tradition of the Pilgrim's first Thanksgiving is steeped in myth, legend, tears and 

tragedy. Few people realize that the Pilgrims did not celebrate Thanksgiving the next 



year, or any year thereafter, though some of their descendants later made a 

"Forefather's Day" that usually occurred on December 21 or 22. 

Several Presidents, including George Washington, made one-time Thanksgiving 

holidays. 

In 1827, Sarah Josepha Hale began lobbying several Presidents for the creation of 

Thanksgiving as a national holiday, but her lobbying was unsuccessful until 1863 when 

Abraham Lincoln finally made it a national holiday The date of Thanksgiving was 

probably set by Lincoln to somewhat correlate with the anchoring of the Mayflower at 

Cape Cod, which occurred on November 21, 1620 -- by our Gregorian calendar -- it was 

November 11 to the Pilgrims who used the Julian calendar, and after a harsh winter. 

There are only two contemporary accounts of the 1621 Thanksgiving. 

First is Edward Winslow in his letter dated December 12, 1621 when he praised God, 

"And although it be not always so plentiful as it was at this time with us, yet by the 

goodness of God, we are so far from want that we often wish you partakers of our 

plenty." 

Twenty years after the fact, William Bradford in his 'History of the Plymouth Plantation,' 

rediscovered in 1854, by British looters during the Revolutionary War -- prompted a 

greater American interest in the history of the Pilgrims. 

It  was also when the Thanksgiving turkey tradition was founded, "And besides 

waterfowl there was a great store of wild turkeys, of which they took many, besides 

venison, etc." 

In his best-selling book, 'The Reason for God,' (Belief in an Age of Skepticism) Timothy 

Keller writes, "God did not create us to get the cosmic, infinite joy of mutual love and 

glorification, but to share it. ...This leads to a uniquely positive view of the material 

world. The world is not, as other creation accounts would have it, an illusion, the result 

of a battle among the gods, nor the accidental outcome of natural forces. It was made in 

joy and therefore is good in and of itself. The universe is understood as a dance of 

beings united by energies binding yet distinct, like planets orbiting stars, like tides and 

seasons, 'like atoms in a molecule, like the tones in a chord, like the living organisms on 

this earth, like the mother with the baby stirring in her body.' The love of the inner life of 

the Trinity is written all through it. Creation is a dance!" 

Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father 

of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning. (James 1:17) 

 



Through God's sufficiency, may He bring our Philippine Sentinel readers worldwide -- 

the greatest measure of contentment, not just on Thanksgiving Day, but throughout all 

of your life. 

Subhaana Rabbi-yal Azeem (Glory be to my Nourisher, the Most Great)! 

Amidst the chaos of our world, God remains the center of sanity and reason. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

EDITORIAL  

THE TIME HAS COME 

The arrival of Eastern Visayas drug lord Rolan "Kerwin" Espinosa from Dubai early 

Thursday morning, and heavily guarded by battle-geared Philippine National Police 

(PNP) was met at the Ninoy Aquino International Airport (NAIA) by no less than PNP 

Director General Ronald "Bato" Dela Rosa. 

Kerwin Espinosa clad in bullet proof vest said he would soon reveal all the names of 

personalities involved in the illegal trade of shabu in Eastern Visayas. 

Senate committee chairman and former PNP Chief, Senator Panfilo "Ping" Lacson will 

soon meet Kerwin in a committee hearing to finally collaborate what was contained in 

the "blue book' and also with the "pinl\k book" alleged listings of several personalities 

involved in the protection racket or "payola" of drug lord Kerwin Espinosa. 

The revelation will finally pinpoint those who are directly or indirectly involved in the 

proliferation of shabu in that part of the Philippines. 

Let the Senate, in aid of legislation, uncover the mystery and the truth behind the 

alleged shoot out of Albuera, Leyte Mayor Rolando Espinosa under the hands of CIDG 

operatives. 

The Lower House is done in its own hearing and investigation of the shabu trade in the 

National Bilibid Penitentiary (NBP) when several high profile NBP inmates were invited 

during the committee hearing. 

And now, the continuation of the Senate hearing on extra judicial killing chaired by 

Senatior Richard Gordon of the Committee on Justice and Human Rights together with 

Senator Ping Lacson, chairman of the Committee on Public Order and Dangerous 

Drugs would soon unearth the motive behind the death of Kerwin's father, the late 

Albuera, Leyte Mayor Rolando Espinosa. 

 



The time has come for Kerwin Espinosa to finally reveal the high profile personalities 

involved in drug trade in Easterm Visayas. The senate hearing should leave no stone 

unturned in this probe no matter who they are. 

This is just the beginning of a bigger scale in the drug trade in the Philippines which 

President Duterte has been waging a war from the time he was sworn into office. The 

Filipino people is still pinning its ardent hope for the President to solve the illegal drug 

problem as evidenced by his "excellent" grade by the SWS recent poll. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

STRAIGHT TALK 

By Ed Libranda 

KERWIN ESPINOSA - THE MISSING LINK 

PNP Director General Roland "Bato" Dela Rosa in his press conference inside Camp 

Crame presented the alleged drug lord of Eastern Visayas, the son of the late Albuera, 

Leyte Mayor Rolando Espinosa, Kerwin Espinosa. 

To ensure Kerwin's safety, he was fitted with a bullet proof vest when he appeared 

together with PNP chief Dela Rosa during the press conference right after his arrival 

from Dubai where he was extradited by the Dubai Police and escorted back to the 

Philippines under heavy guard by Philippine National Police arresting team. 

Ormoc City Mayor Richard Gomes, husband of Ormoc Congresswoman Lucy Torres 

Gomes, has cried foul over his name being implicated in the so-called "blue book". He 

vehemently denied his participation in the Espinosa group. 

Several politicians were named as protectors of the Espinosa group, ranking police from 

PNP Region 8, and members of the media were linked to said protection racket. 

Presumably the reason why Albuera Mayor Rolando Espinosa surrendered personally 

to PNP police chief Dela Rosa was to ensure his utmost safety but it failed when  the 

CIDG raiding team encountered the late mayor into a shoot out. Despite the assurance 

given Dela Rosa, Mayor Espinosa was killed by the very own people of Dela Rosa who 

were supposed to extend security and protection to the late Albuera mayor. 

If Kerwin Espinosa will suffer the same fate by his late father, Mayor Rolando Espinosa, 

then who else will corroborate the affidavit prepared by his father? What will happen to 

the "missing link" into the mystery of Espinosa's death? 



The Filipinos worldwide are eagerly awaiting  the resumption of the Senate hearing on 

extra judicial killing re-opened by both Senator Richard Gordon, chairman of committee 

on justice and human rights, and Senator Panfilo Lacson, chairman of committee on 

public order and dangerous drugs. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

NEWS AT A GLANCE 

Death Penalty Bill Expects Passage Before Christmas 

Break 
November 21 -  The Philippines House of Representatives' Speaker Pantaleon Alvarez 

told reporters it intends to pass a bill seeking to restore the death penalty for heinous 

crimes, before Congress takes a Christmas break on December 16. 

He announced this Wednesday during the fellowship night organized by the PDP-Laban 

at Midas Hotel in Pasay City. 

Deputy Speaker Raneo Abu said the death penalty bill is in the agenda of the House. 

Four other lawmakers agreed, namely, Reps. Robert Ace Barbers of surigao del Norte, 

Winni Castelo of Quezon City, Rodel Batocabe of Ako Bicol and Sherwin Tugna of 

Citizens Battle Against Corruption. 

Rep. Robert Ace Barbers, chairman of the Dangerous Drugs committee said, "I will 

support, as a matter of fact I have already filed a bill for the revival of the death penalty 

last June 30, upon my assumption into office because I believe it is the best detrerrent 

to heinous crimes. It is now an idea worth of debate. We will not silence anybody's 

views as we deliberate on this sensitive proposal that has far reaching effect on our 

society and religion. We will be open but will always be rational." 

The bill seeks to lower the age of criminality of youthful offenders from 15 to nine. 

Among the other priority bills when Congress resumed session last November 7 were 

the ratification of the 2017 national budget, Charter change and the grant of emergency 

powers to President Duterte on the traffic problem. 

Camarines Sur Rep. LRay Villafuerte also highlighted the importance of taking up at this 

early stage proposals to amend the Constitution and shift to a federal system of 

government by way of convening Congress into a constituent assembly. 

Read htt://www.philstar.com/headlines/2016/11/18/161644962/house-pass-death-

penalty-bill-christmas-break 



Philippines, Russia May Withdraw from ICC 

November 21 - Reacting to  the International Criminal Court (ICC) Prosecutor Fatou 

Bensouda last month, when he called Philippines President Rodrigo Roa Duterte's  

(PRRD) eradication of illegal drug dealers and users, as "worrying," PRRD told 

reporters he may emulate Russia's President Vladimir Putin in breaking away with the 

ICC. 

Putin has instructed his government to leave the treaty, but Russia has not ratified the 

Rome Statutes, which established the ICC, making its exit merely symbolic. 

The Philippines, on the other hand, has ratified the international treaty in 2011 when it 

was hailed as a deterrent against genocide and other state-sanctioned heinous crimes. 

In his statement at The Hague, Bensouda said "Extra-judicial killings may fall under the 

jurisdiction of the International Criminal Court if they are committed as part of a 

widespread or systemic attack against a civilian population pursuant to a State policy to 

comit such an attack." 

While in Brunei last month, Mr. Duterte publicly asked the Hagueibased ICC not to 

threaten him by launching an investigation into the war on drugs, saying he is "willing to 

rot in jail for Filipinos," whose future generation Duterte is saving. 

As part of the Rome Statues, the Philippines can follow three other African nations in 

expressing its intent to back out from the treaty by notifying the United Nations 

secretary-general, through a letter. A clause in the Statues says the withdrawal takes 

effect a year following the date of receipt of the notification, unless a later date is 

specified. 

Withdrawal from the Rome Statutes does not  release the withdrawing country from its 

ICC obligations, investigations and proceedings which arise from incidents that occurred 

while the state was still a party to the treaty, nonetheless. 

Read http://www.philstar.com/headlines/2016/11/17/1644706/duterte-putin-russia-

withdrawal-international-criminal-court-icc 

 

 Duterte, Obama Meet in Peru Not a Priority 

November 21 - Philippines President Rodrigo Roa Duterte looks forward to a bilateral 

meeting with Russian President Vladimir Putin on the sidelines, during the leaders 

summit of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation, hosted by Lima, Peru and its 

President Pedro Pablo Kuczynski. 



The 21-member countries' respective leaders are alll enthused to meet the Philippines' 

dynamite leader, Rodrigo Roa Duterte, whose schedule in Peru started November 19 

for the Economic Leaders Meeting (ELM) and the CEO Summit. He also participated in 

the APEC-Business Advisory Council (ABAC), composed of three chief executives of 

each of the 21-member economies. 

The President met Peru President Kuvzynski, besides informal talks with the 

International Monetary Fund (IMF). 

Filipino media asked if Mr. Duterte will meet with US President Obama. 

Presidential Communications Secretary Martin Andanar said it is not a priorty. 

Read http:www.philstar.com/headlines//2016/11/17/1644632/duterte-peru-apec 

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Fil-Am Shortstop Lifts Cubs in World Series 

The Chicago Cubs ended a 108-year title drought via a thrilling 8-7 win against the 

Cleveland Indians in the deciding Game 7 of the Major League Baseball World Series. 

It was a sweet victory for the Cubs, who last won the crown in 1908 when they defeated 

the Detroit Tigers, 4-1. 

And another feather to the Republic of the Philippines, as Addison Russell, a Filipino-

American, made history by becoming the youngest player to hit a grand slam in a World 

Series game since 1953 when Hall of Famer Mickey Mantle did the same feat. 

Addison, 22, told ESPN.com, "It's kind of been throughout the whole year, being part of 

the Cubs, you're put in the limelight. And early on, you're forced to deliver whenever the 

game's kind of on the line. So having that practice throughout the whole season, and 

then, finally, here comes the big moment in the postseason, in the World Series." 

"It's just, I wouldn't say it's bread and butter, but you definitely learn to control those 

feelings, so you're able to see the ball and able to think about pitch counts and all that 

stuff," he added. 

Addison, whose mother Milany hails from Olongapo City, notched the gran slam in 

Game 6 to power the Cubs to a9-3 win that sent the series to a rubber match. 

Besides the grand slam, Russel also had six RBIs (runs batted in) in that game to be a 

World Series record with three other players. 



Milany, who said she had been supportive of her son's career decisions, couldn't hide 

her emotions on Addison's feat. 

"Watching your son do his dream, it's surreal for all us and we couldn't be more proud of 

him. He's always in a good state of mind when family's around. His family is his 

strength," Milany told ABS-CBN News Chicago's Connie Macatula-de Leon. 

"I don't think that he is really aware of the magnitude of how much Filipinos are proud of 

our own because he is so humble about things. He doesn't look at himself as a super 

famous guy. He just thinks he's a normal kid who loves to play ball and living his 

dream," she added. 

Milany said she kept Addison attuned to Filipino traditions. He eats the meat dish 

adobo, for instance. 

Addison represented the US in international competitions as he was a member of hte 

US 18-under team that won the gold medal in the 2011 Cope 18-Under Pan American 

Games held in Cartagena, colombia where he scored the famous grand slam hit. 

Since his MLB debut in April 2015, Addison has recorded 34 home runs, 149 RBIs and 

a batting average of 240. 

Before entering MLB, Russell played for the Arizona League Athletics, hitting 

.415/.488/.717. His stint there was highlighted by six homr runs and 29 RBIs in 26 

outings. He also saw action for the Vermont Lake Monsters and Burlington Bees. 

Read http://home.myhughesnet.com/news/read/category/State/article/the-manila-times-

filam-shortstop-lifts-cubs-in-world-series-tca 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

TOURISM 

ASEAN Gets Tourism Dollars in 2026 

November 21 - The Association of Southeast Nations (ASEAN) is one of the world's 

tourism dependent regions with Travel & Tourism contributing 12.4% of total GDP 

(Gross Domestic Product), nearly 4% above most of the other world's regions. 

One in ten of all tourism investment dollars will go into ASEAN countries over the next 

ten years, according to new research by the WorlD Travel & Tourism Council (WTTC)  

presented by its President & CEO, David Scowsill, in a press conference in Madarin 

Oriental, Singapore, yesterday. 

 

http://home.myhughesnet.com/news/read/category/State/article/the-manila-times-filam-shortstop-lifts-cubs-in-world-series-tca
http://home.myhughesnet.com/news/read/category/State/article/the-manila-times-filam-shortstop-lifts-cubs-in-world-series-tca


The research, "Travel & Tourism Investment in ASEAN," over the years 2016-2026, 

9.7% (neqrly i in 10 dollars) of global investment in Travel & Tourism will be in ASEAN. 

Investment spending will be dominated (95%) by major destinations including the 

Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam, Indonesia and Malaysia - which together 

account for over 80% of ASEAN's international arrivals and tourism contribution to GDP. 

The ten constituent countries of ASEAN include the Philippines, Myanmar, and 

Cambodia, Vietnam and Laos, Tahiland, Malaysia and Brunei Darussalam, Singapore 

and Indonesia. 

As one of the fastest growing tourism markets, public and private sector leaders across 

ASEAN must prioritize tourism investment and channel it effectively to ensure the 

region's infrastructure can meet this increasing demand, said Scowsill. 


